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Welcome

Tootgarook update

A cold rainy winter is nearly over. Dams and wetlands are topped up and the
change of season brings about bud burst for spring and pollination. It is also a
timely reminder to commence preparation for spring/summer and fire risk. The
Peninsula is still faced with mobile coverage limitations that impacts on the ability
to communicate during emergency situations. Currently, the only fire preparation
has been the destruction of trees near power lines by power companies. At present
the fire plan is to leave on ‘Code Red Days’. However, this does not alleviate
bushfires starting on any other day. Discussions are still required to ensure safety
at all times of the year.

The Shire has proposed amending its
planning scheme to help protect the
Tootgarook Wetlands. A Victoria
Planning Panel hearing was held at
Mornington Shire offices to consider
the Amendment and objections.
Community sessions have also been
held for input into the Tootgarook
Wetlands Management Plan.

Be prepared, and enjoy the coming season’s fragrances.
Christine Haydon & Peter Avery

Native vegetation clearing workshop
Peninsula Speaks in conjunction with Victorian National Parks Australia (VNPA)
and Environmental Justice Australia (EJA) recently held a workshop to discuss
and have input regarding ‘Native Vegetation Clearing Regulations’. Yasmine
Kelsall (VNPA) and Bruce Lindsay (EJA) gave background information on the
current regulations to the targeted group of specialists in attendance. The attendees
provided feedback on current Peninsula status and suggestions for improvement.
This information will be taken to State Government as part of a state wide review.
If you have any examples (addresses and details eg maps, reports etc) where
regulations have been lacking, please send to Peninsula Speaks to supplement the
work done at the workshop – info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au.
VNPA and EJA are keen to conduct workshops on a more regular basis with
Peninsula Speaks.

Before roadside clearing

After roadside clearing

Workshop attendees

www.peninsulaspeaks.org.au

You can keep informed of the plan
and contribute during the public
consultation period to help preserve
this unique and valuable part of the
Peninsula’s natural environment. For
further information visit:
www.savetootgarookswamp.org.

Somers footpath
disquiet
Peninsula Speaks has been contacted
by many Somers residents regarding
the proposed construction of pebble
footpaths throughout this rural
coastal village. Residents have been
advised that this proposal will be on
a compulsory cost share basis with
Shire. Opponents say these footpaths
will compromise the Somers village
identity and there are deep concerns
about setting a precent for other
villages throughout the Mornington
Peninsula. Residents are divided on
this issue and there have been some
alternate options proposed that are
yet to be assessed.
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World Yachting Championships—Safety Beach
This is the first time the O’pen BIC World Championships will have been held in Australia, so Safety Beach is
very keen to let people know about it. The BIC is a one-class sailing dinghy specially designed for younger
sailors with a taste for speed and competition. It is ideal for teenagers who have already learned the basics of
sailing and racing, but need greater challenges. Safety Beach Sailing Club members have had some BICs racing
successfully in recent years. After the new sailing season begins on 11th of October, anyone interested in seeing
the Juniors in action may visit the Club any Sunday morning at 9.30am for rigging up before a 10am race.
However, the Club is also keen to recruit helpers of all ages at the BIC Championships after Christmas. Any
parents who would like to introduce their pre-teenagers to sailing may like to try visiting Safety Beach Sailing
Club as a good starting point for meeting families with similar interests in this safe, healthy outdoor sport.
For more information visit www.worldopencup.com.

Death of roadside Eucalypts

Noted environmentalist Malcolm Legg points out that severe die-back of our eucalypt trees is occurring along
the southern peninsula roadsides. This is not being caused by possums but is happening due to severe habitat
changing weed invasion. These weeds include Monterey Pine, Sweet Pittosporum, Karamu, blackberries etc.
These weeds change the ph in the soil, kill off the essential under storey and middle storeys which cause the
eucalypt trees to weaken their immune system. They then become susceptible to insect and fungal attack
resulting in sudden death. This scenario has been occurring over the last 20 or so years but during the last five
years has greatly accelerated.
Council and VicRoads invest money into maintaining road infrastructure and the trimming of trees over power
lines & roads (in many cases to the serious detriment of the trees). However, very little money is invested in
eradicating this serious weed invasion event. Roadsides such-as Stanley’s Road, Shands Road, Maxwell Road,
Musk Creek Road etc are suffering serious die-back of indigenous road side vegetation. The eucalypt trees
along roadsides provide habitat, old-growth breeding & roosting hollows, food sources and corridors of
movement for our unique wildlife that remains on the peninsula.
If we continue to wilfully ignore this urgent matter then we will surely see mass ecological crashes along our
roadsides and within adjacent bushland.

Balnarring Beach news
Peninsula Speaks has been advised by Balnarring Beach residents that last year’s twelve-month-long Fauna
Survey has been released by the Foreshore Committee on their website (www.balnarring.net/fauna-survey2015). The underlying focus of this survey was for the protection and preservation of the foreshore vegetation.
However, there are conflicting opinions about future directions.
The Foreshore Committee’s proposal including boardwalks, paths through the spit, cabins and an unconfirmed
potential for all year opening of camping reserves, are still being pursed after hitting hurdles including rising
tides, permits, green army backing off and indigenous heritage plans.
Our coastal villages deserve their own special planning schemes to protect them from initiatives that
compromise village identity.

www.peninsulaspeaks.org.au
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Kunyung potential residential concerns
South East Water’s submission to sell off its unused reservoir in Mt Eliza for housing has been approved by a
panel; rejecting calls for the land to be set aside for a conservation reserve or open space. Kunyung Residents
Group formed last year to help protect the reservoir (which is home to or visited by about 61 animal and bird
species including the endangered grey headed flying fox), is continuing to call on governments to give sufficient
weight to concerns of the residents and supporters. These include Nepean Planning Consultants, ecologists Jeff
Yugovic and Malcolm Legg, Steve Karakitsos of South East Centre for Sustainability, Ian Morrison of
Mornington Peninsula Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association. If you want to learn more about this campaign to
protect the reservoir and its native residents you can go to www.facebook.com/KunyungSaysNo.

Devilbend Cormorant baiting
An incident was reported to Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning (DELWP) where baited fish hooks were tied to the
Devilbend Reserve Jetty, causing death to resident Cormorants trying to
feed. Max Burrows, President of Birdlife Mornington Peninsula stated
to the Mornington Peninsula News, that Devilbend Reserve provides a
home to bird life, including around 150 Blue-billed ducks “one of our
rarest birds”. Parks Victoria are monitoring the area to ensure this does
not happen again. Please report wildlife cruelty to DELWP on 13 6186.

Mount Eliza SC ‘Real time Learning’

Image courtesy of Wayne on parkweb.vic.gov.au

Microbats living on the Mornington Peninsula are a very important part of our ecosystem; they are currently
in winter hibernation. The smallest can be the size of a 10c piece and the largest the size of a small mouse.
Micro bats are helpful to humans by eating many pest insects including lawn grub moths, weevils, beetles,
midges, flying termites and disease carrying mosquitos.
Competition from birds, possums and gliders along with the clearing of many old trees means microbat
habitat is scarce. Recently teacher Narelle Debenham and 11 students met with members of the Mornington
men's shed to construct roosting boxes for our local microbats. Three of these nesting boxes will be placed in
tall native trees along the Balcombe Creek trail that runs parallel with Century Drive in Mt Martha, one on a
Landcare property owned by local resident and environmental naturalist, Tony O'Connor. The other within
MESC school grounds before bat breeding season in the spring. Look out for them when out on your
neighbourhood weekend walks.
If you wish to make a bat nesting box, a pattern can be accessed via http://backyard buddies.net.au/formammals or by emailing MESC RTL teacher Narelle on ndebenham@mesc.vic.edu.au.

www.peninsulaspeaks.org.au
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Update Rye dog leash free areas
Despite Steve Karakitsos (President of South Eastern Centre for
Sustainability) raising urgent concerns regarding the need to protect the
‘ensuring extinction’ of Mornington Peninsula wildlife threatened by dog
attacks, there still remains irresponsible dog owners flouting regulations and
allowing their dogs off leash in non-leash free areas. Mr Karakitsos seeks
collaboration between Shire staff responsible for the leash-free area review,
Parks Victoria and interested environmental organisations to ensure leashfree areas at Rye Back Beach & St Andrews Beach be addressed
immediately and that bans be implemented [and monitored] to “protect
what we literally share and have a responsibility for in our own backyard”. Image courtesy of amenic181 at
FreeDigitalPhotos.net

The need to evaluate and respond to the lack of dog leash free areas in Rye
and St Andrews Beach remains on the agenda to be addressed.

RACV Cape Schanck update
Despite many residential submissions concerned with the height and
impact on landscape of the planned RACV redevelopment at Cape
Schanck, the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council has approved the 120
rooms, a 140-seat restaurant and conference centre.
Cr. Antonella Celi cited the extension fulfilled the visions of the
Peninsula, would create up to 470 local jobs and would have economic
benefits.

Sorrento
community garden
Supported by the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council ‘Place
Making’ projects, Sorrento is set
to develop a Connected Garden,
which aims to strengthen local
townships and communities
through supporting programs
that enhance places, community
capacity and connections. The
first community meeting has
been arranged to work through
the process of designing the self
sustainable community garden.
If you would like to learn more
or become a part of this exciting
opportunity, please attend the
first meeting at 4.30pm on
Tuesday, 13th October 2015.
For more information email:
sccvolunteer101@gmail.com
or go to
www.facebook.com/
SorrentoConnectedGarden

www.peninsulaspeaks.org.au
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Empowering young people
A band of enthusiastic students from Rosebud Secondary, Eastbourne and Tootgarook primary schools have
devised new initiatives to increase awareness of and access to the Tootgarook Wetland, led by design
consultancy CoDesign in conjunction with Mornington Peninsula Shire and local community groups.
Making valuable contributions to the community is a key element of Hands On Learning, a school
engagement program that helps prevent early school leaving and is now running in almost 60 schools across
Victoria.
“The kids love being out in the bush and the feeling that their work is making a difference has built self-esteem
and connection to the local community,” Hands On Learning artisan-teacher Liam Kelly reports.
For further information, please contact Steve Sowinski of Hands On Learning Australia at
www.handsonlearning.org.au or 0419 155 754.

Western Port Biosphere
Western Port Biosphere Reserve has successfully undergone a ten-year review by UNESCO. Following the
review Western Port Biosphere Reserve published their Report Card which provides a snapshot of how they are
doing towards sustainability in the local region.
Duncan Malcolm, Chair of the Western Port Biosphere Foundation, said “The Western Port Biosphere
Reserve is unique, encompassing five diverse local government areas and French Island… We have an
opportunity to work together as a region to protect and conserve, while also fostering a vibrant economy and a
rich social fabric.” You can access the Report Card on their website, details below.
Western Port Biosphere Reserve are also inviting horticultural farms, plant nurseries, chicken & livestock
producers and schools along Watson’s Creek to become a Water Steward. Water Stewardship is a form of
water catchment and management, working towards cost savings and a secure water future.
For membership and details on how you can help, visit their website www.biosphere.org.au.

www.peninsulaspeaks.org.au
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Trees of Significance

5 Sept

Mornington Fun Run & Healthy
Lifestyle Expo 10.00-4.00pm

7 Sept

National Threatened Species Day

9 Sept

Mornington Council Meeting 7.00pm

12 Sept

Red Hill Spring Gardening
Festival 9.00am—3.00pm

12 Sept

BERG Committee Meeting 9.00am

12-20 Sept

Peninsula Wetland Week

14 Sept

Rosebud Council Meeting 7.00pm

22 Sept

World Car Free Day

25-27 Sept

Victorian Spring Garden Show
Mornington Racecourse 10.00-5.00pm

28 Sept

BERG Waterwatch testing 9.00am

4 Oct

World Animal Day

7 Oct

Mornington Council Meeting 7.00pm

Membership/Donations

10 Oct

Balnarring Community Sustainability
Fair, Emu Plains 9.00am-2.00pm

Peninsula Speaks has Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status,
meaning any donation over $2 is tax deductible.

11 Oct

Around the Bay in a Day
6.00am-4.00pm

Your donation will allow Peninsula Speaks to fulfill its charter to
protect and enhance the Mornington Peninsula’s environment,
including Green Wedge and other scenic areas, now under pressure
from development. Peninsula Speaks strives to become a powerful
voice in the intensifying discussion about the Peninsula’s
environmental future – your support will make this happen.
Donations can be made by cheque or direct payment to:
Bank Details:
Bendigo Bank
BSB:
633-000
Acc:
145 191 961

12 Oct

Rosebud Council Meeting 7.00pm

13 Oct

Sorrento Connected Garden
Community meeting 4.30pm

17 Oct

Balnarring Community Garden
Festival & Garden Show
10.00am-4.00pm

18 Oct

Main St Mornington Festival
11.00am-5.00pm

24 Oct

United Nations Day

25 Oct

“What bird is that?” Birdlife Australia
at the Briars 9.00am-1.00pm

25 Oct

Peninsula Health & Sustainability
Expo Mornington Racecourse

26 Oct

Rosebud Council Meeting 7.00pm

Peninsula Speaks’ Trees of Significance
project continues to evolve for protection
and preservation of significant trees across
the Peninsula.
Oak Tree, Tyabb

For more information and to nominate a tree
please ensure you contact Peninsula Speaks directly or email
info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au.

Peninsula Speaks newsletter
If you would like a hardcopy of our newsletter, visit one of the
following supporters:
Sorrento Stringers IGA
2821 @ Blairgowrie
Freaky Tiki’s Rye
Flinders General Store
La Casa Nostra Delicatessen, Rosebud
Red Hill Bakery, Balnarring
Blue Bay Café, McCrae

For contributions to
Spring’s edition
Contact: info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au
Attention: Kerry Keys
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