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Welcome What’s on? 

Membership/Donations 

This is the first of four seasonal newsletters aiming to bring a diverse supply 
of environmental activities, information and local news across the broad 
Peninsula.  
 
Peninsula Speaks Inc. is a non-profit organisation whose charter is to 
preserve the exceptional Mornington Peninsula environment. There is a 
strong connection with many community groups and individuals to assist 
with significantly raising awareness and environmental protection. 
 
Peninsula Speaks aims to achieve its objective by building and maintaining 
dialogue with all arms of government and other relevant organisations that 
have a relationship with the Mornington Peninsula. 
 
Peter Avery & Christine Haydon 

Peninsula Speaks has gained Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status, 
meaning any donation over $2 is tax deductible.  
 
Your donation will allow Peninsula Speaks to fulfill its charter to protect 
and enhance the Mornington Peninsula’s environment, including Green 
Wedge and other scenic areas, now under pressure from development. 
Peninsula Speaks strives to become a powerful voice in the intensifying 
discussion about the Peninsula’s environmental future – your support will 
make this happen.  
 
Donations can be made by cheque or direct payment to:  
Bank Details:   Bendigo Bank 
BSB:  633-000 
Acc:  145 191 961 

  

Peninsula Speaks 
 

Have your say 

Summer Edition, 2015 

11/2 Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Budget 2015/2016 
Rosebud Shire Chambers 
4pm-6pm 

23/2 Hooded Plover Workshop 
Sorrento Community Centre 
7pm-8.30pm 

1/3 Clean Up Australia Day 

2/3 SPIFFA meeting,  
Seawinds Community Hub, 
7.30pm 

10/3 Council Meeting @ 7pm 
Rosebud Office 

15/3 BERG Working Bee  @ 9am 
Mt Martha Rotunda  
(Mel: 144 K11) 

16/3 
 

Morn Pen Ratepayers Assoc 
meeting @ 2pm Rosebud 
Library 

17/3 Public meeting re Draft 
Regional Coastal Plan @ 
6pm Frankston Arts Centre 

21/3 Tyrone Foreshore Friends 
Group Working Bee 10am @ 
Foreshore Manager’s office 

23/3 Council Meeting @ 7pm Mt 
Martha Lifesaving Club 

28/3 Earth Hour 8.30pm 

13/4 Council Meeting @ 7pm 
Rosebud Office 

27/4 Council Meeting @ 7pm 
Somerville Mechanic’s Hall 

11/5 Council Meeting @ 7pm 
Rosebud Office 
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Trees of Significance 

Aged Messmate Gum - Flinders 

Councillors have appointed  
Mr Carl Cowie as CEO. He comes 
from a strong corporate background 
and has already actioned 
improvement within the Shire’s 
administration.  
Peninsula Speaks recently met with 
Mr Cowie and is encouraged by 
communication across the table, 
covering topics such as the 
environment, Shire financials and 
customer service. 

We look forward to an ongoing 
working relationship with the CEO 
to ensure preservation of our unique 
environment. 

With thanks to the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation, Peninsula 
Speaks is in its second year of a major initiative Mapping Trees of 
Significance on the Mornington Peninsula.   This list records the location and 
other information of trees in the Shire that have significance. Both 
indigenous and exotic trees are being recorded and the values are many - 
rarity, cultural, size, age, history, habitat, etc.  
The valuable outcome of this initiative will be that the list will become 
part of the Shire’s planning scheme and lead to greater awareness and 
protection for trees across the Peninsula. This will be a continuously 
evolving project. The importance of this project is becoming more and 
more relevant because in the last three months there have been some 
extraordinary trees in the Shire that have been felled.  
For more information or to nominate a tree please contact Peninsula 
Speaks directly. 

Bushfire Preparedness 
Despite several royal commissions it would appear the only action on 
bushfire preparedness on the Mornington Peninsula is the wholesale 
desecration of trees adjacent to power lines. This unresolved issue has 
been on the agenda of many community groups, yet it would appear the 
authorities are missing in action.  
Currently there is little or no information on Neighbourhood Safer Places 
(NSP) for many communities. Please make sure you become aware of 
your NSP, but more importantly, campaign to ensure more NSPs are 
designated to keep ALL Peninsula communities safe in the event of fire. 

Green Waste Collection 
Mornington Peninsula Shire provides green waste collection for urban 
areas only ($130 per annum). However, rural residents generally live in 
and around more dense vegetation and are required to ensure their 
property is cleared regularly to minimize fire risk. Rural residents only 
have the option of the Shire’s 3 free tip vouchers and 2 free green waste 
weekends per year.  Local residents are currently discussing that the Shire 
provides green waste services across the whole of the Peninsula. People 
who are faced with a similar dilemma are encouraged to contact the 
Shire to discuss their concerns.  

New 
Mornington 
Peninsula 
Shire CEO 
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Speed Limits 
There are discussions taking place about rationalising the speed limits on the 
Peninsula, which vary considerably. An example is Mornington-Flinders Road, 
which currently has six different speed limits ranging from 100kp/h to 20kp/h. 
The suggestion is to reduce the 100kp/h top speed to 80kp/h for safety reasons, 
and then assess the other variables on their merit. It is recognised that there is a 
separation of powers with VicRoads and Shire, which complicates the issue. 
Make your comment to your local Council representative for a broader debate. 

Pt Nepean National Park 
The State Government is currently seeking advice on how to scrap the 
controversial Pt Nepean National Park Development that covers approximately 
30 hectares including the historic buildings and Nepean Quarantine Station.  
A 50-year lease was signed under the previous government allowing developers 
to build a luxury commercial resort. However the Environment Minister Lisa 
Neville is not opposed to a smaller scale development allowing public access to 
the National Park.  
National Parks Campaigner Kate Baillieu said to ABC news that she “was 
delighted the project would be stopped. It was always completely wrong to hand 
over such a large chunk of our most historic and beautiful national park to a 
property developer for 90 years with no benefit to the park”. (www.abc.net.au  
“Pt Nepean Park to be reviewed by Victorian Government” 31 January 2015) 

Hooded Plover 
24 Hooded Plover chicks died on the 
Mornington Peninsula during 
summer.   

The Hooded Plover is an endangered 
bird species of sandy beaches and 
freshwater lakes, including the 
Mornington Peninsula.  Many 
environmental groups are 
implementing strategies to protect the 
current estimates of 600 Hood Plovers 
from extinction.   

The biggest threats to the Hooded 
Plover is from people disturbing nests, 
which are generally found in open 
sandy areas, frightening them and 
forcing them to leave their nests.   

Other major threats are domestic dogs 
– it is important that dog owners abide 
by all laws enforced for beach access 
and leashed areas to give the Hooded 
Plover the best chance at survival. 

If you are interested to help save the 
Hooded Plover, you can contact Parks 
Vic on 131 963 for further 
information.  

Photo Glenn Ehmke - Birdlife 

Portsea Beach Wave Erosion Study 
The Victorian State Government has tendered for a sea wall to be built 
requesting the "construction of a rock revetment and incorporated walking path 
at Portsea front beach of approximately 70 metres. The rock revetment will be 
located from the Portsea pier access road to the eastern edge of the existing 
masonry seawall”.  
Portsea foreshore has experienced significant erosion and shifting sand since 
2009 following dredging undertaken in Port Phillip Bay in 2008.  
The State Government is also implementing a year long study of the wave 
patterns to determine the cause of the Portsea erosion, and has committed to 
invest $44 million in ‘protecting coastal assets, renourishing beaches, 
rejuvenating park and tourism facilities and improving access and safety along 
our coast. The Victorian government is committed to preserving one of 
Victoria's most beautiful natural assets.” (The Age 6/9/14 – ‘70-metre seawall 
to be built at Portsea’).  Contact your Councillor to discuss. 
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Arthurs Seat Chairlift 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has approved a planning application for an $18 
million redevelopment of the former Arthurs Seat chairlift. Local community 
groups and individuals are working hard in an attempt to scale back large 
commercial development in public parkland that is not as sympathetic as it 
could be to the environmental/heritage values of Arthurs Seat. Amongst the 
major concerns with this large-scale development are the number of trees that 
are being felled and the habitat destruction occurring in order to make way for 
the new ‘gondola’ style ride. Other concerns include increased traffic numbers, 
car parking, noise levels and loss of amenity. For further information refer to 
www.saveourseat.org 

Tootgarook 
Wetlands 

Unfortunately Tootgarook Swamp is 
encountering another battle with a 
recent application from developers, 
Watermark Village, Beverage Williams 
& Co Pty Ltd to subdivide approx 
30ha for 99 housing lots.  
However, the good news is 
submissions are currently being 
requested for amendment to C188 to 
Tootgarook Swamp (item R1184-
Tootgarook Wetlands ESO30), which 
relates to the creation of a new 
Environmental Significance Overlay to 
replace the existing overlay. If 
approved, this will help protect the 
unique biodiversity values of 
Tootgarook Wetlands. The C188 is 
currently on display at Mornington 
Peninsula Shire. Tootgarook Swamp 
supporters are encouraged to write a 
submission in support of the 
implementation of the C188 in 
particular relating to R1184-
Tootgarook Wetlands. You can write 
your submission and email to	  
customerservice@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
To find out more information 
please visit 
www.savetootgarookswamp.org  

Yaringa Boat Harbour 
There is a proposed planning permit that seeks to enable the upgrade and 
expansion on both public & private land, of the existing Yaringa Boat 
Harbour; to provide increased boat storage, introduce large tourist 
accommodation and expand the marine service industry precinct. This 
proposal is a canal estate expansion in a State which passed ‘no canal estates’ 
in 2014 (Vic Coastal Management Act). It appears that the Federal 
Government has shelved its responsibilities under the EPBC Act, Ramsar 
agreements and endangered species legislation. Some of the most valuable 
biodiversity in this fragmented area is in the habitant corridors.  The 
extension will have a significantly negative impact both directly and indirectly 
on native vegetation and wildlife. Public comments are due by 16th February. 

Photographs 
provided by 
‘Friends of 
Tootgarook 
Wetlands’ 



 

 5 

www.peninsulaspeaks.org  Incorporation:  A0050711D 

Peta McGinley 

“Be the change you wish to see in the world” 
- Ghandi 

A court battle is being prepared by 
environment groups in order to 
protect the Southern Brown 
Bandicoot (currently listed as a 
‘threatened species’, which provides 
for extra protection under Federal 
law).  Although a consultation report 
highlighted an increase in the 
Southern Brown Bandicoots, 
environmental groups are very 
concerned that delisting from 
‘endangered species’ will mean a 
decrease in funding from its species 
management plan, losing resources.  
Public comment closes on 27 
February and we encourage readers to 
raise concerns with Environmental 
Minister, Greg Hunt.  

A tribute to our dear friend  
Gary Howard 

 who passed away peacefully on 
Monday 9th February, 2015. 

Gary was a long-time supporter of 
Peninsula Speaks and an active 

member of the  
Peninsula community. 

Gary attended every Council meeting 
for many years and made a valuable 

contribution to the community. 
Our thoughts are with  

Sonia & family. 

Foundation Five Nine 
Foundation  59  was  established  in  2010  to  assist  the  growing  number  of  the  
Mornington   Peninsula’s   most   chronically   disadvantaged   young   people.  
Foundation  59  supports  a  number  of  youth  focused  programs  including:    

•   -‐  Biala  Early  Intervention  Programs    
•   -‐  Hands  On  Learning  at  Mornington  Secondary  College,  Somerville  Secondary  

College,  and  a  newly  developed  program  at  Seawinds  Community  Hub    
• -‐  Southern  Peninsula  Youth  Services  Camps  targeted  at  ‘at  risk’  young  people  

to  have  a  better  understanding  of  their  behaviour    
To support this wonderful Program please check out their website: 
www.foundation59.org.au 

Rosebud Environment Win 
The  proposed  Rosebud  SPA  will  not  go  ahead  on  the  foreshore.  On  14  October  
2014,   council   voted   down   the   building   of   the   aquatic   centre   on   Rosebud  
Foreshore   and   wrote   to   Minister   for   Environment   &   Climate   Change   with  
Council’s  decision.     Council  has  elected   to  make  an  expedited  decision  on   the  
new   site   location.      A   feasibility   study   is   located   on   the   Shire’s   website  
identifying   the  need   for  SPA   to  be  a  heart   for  Rosebud.     Detailed  reports  are  
available  at  www.mornpen.vic.gov.au    

Protect Southern 
Brown Bandicoots 

Photo by Derry Caulfield – Learn to Photograph 
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STAY TUNED FOR  
AUTUMN’s EDITION  
for discussions on coastal 

management & other issues.  
For newsletter contributions 

contact 
info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au – 

attention: Kerry Keys 

Australia Day 
Honours - Peninsula 

Rosie Batty – Australian of the Year  
Liz Barraclough – OAM  
Brian & Nanette Cuming – OAM  
Joan & Peter Clemenger – AO  
Lt Col Peter Thomas Newman – OAM  
Neil Pope – AM  
Stephen Spargo – AM  
Greg Sugars – OAM  
Tim Nolan –Citizen of the Year  
Sarah Berry –Young Citizen of the Year  

Green Olive of Red Hill 
wins Tourism Award 
Green   Olive   epitomises   sustainability  
&  was  the  2014  Winner  of  a  Victorian  
Tourism   Awards.   Congratulations   to  
Greg  and  Sue  for  a  job  well  done.    See  
their  website  for  more  information:    
www.greenolive.com.au  

Your
Councillors

0 1 2 3 4 5 km

Effective - August 2014

Mayor Cr Bev Colomb – Briars Ward 
Cr Andrew Dixon – Briars Ward 
Cr Anne Shaw – Briars Ward 
Cr David Garnock - Cerberus Ward 
Cr Hugh Fraser – Nepean Ward 
Cr Tim Rodgers - Nepean Ward 
Cr Tim Wood – Red Hill Ward 
Cr Antonella Celi - Seawinds Ward 
Cr David Gibb - Seawinds Ward 
Cr Graham Pittock - Seawinds Ward 
Cr Lynn Bowden – Watson Ward 

Peninsula  Speaks  Inc.  
Email:  info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au    
Postal:  PO  Box  425,  Rosebud,  Vic.,  3939    
Web:  www.peninsulaspeaks.org  
  

Your Councillors 

Young Environmentalists 
  

Peninsula  Speaks  has  reserved  space  
in  our  newsletters  for  environmental  

achievements  from  schools  
throughout  the  Peninsula.  

Congratulations  this  time  goes  to  
Somerville  Secondary  College  for  

success  in  securing  a  grant  to  extend  
the  Big  Back  Yard  mural  project  with  a  
new  environmental  art  themed  mural.  

Send  your  stories  to  
info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au  


