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Welcome
Up coming Autumn has to be one of the
most beautiful times on the Peninsula,
although our survey results show the best
reason for living here are the beaches.
We have featured some survey results in
this newsletter and an important point to
note is that the survey is completely
independent and does not reflect
Peninsula Speaks Inc’s views or
questions. The answers given reflect the
diversity of residents on the Peninsula
and their views on the many topics that
affect our lives. Some of the answers
were not what we may have wished for
however the benefit is that we now all
know what is important to the majority
of participants.
We need to make the Peninsula the best
it can be for all of us who love to live
here - we are indeed privileged.
Christine Haydon and Peter Avery

Looking Forward Survey results
The “Looking Forward—Mornington Peninsula 2030” surveys are
designed to get ongoing local community perspective regarding the future
of the Mornington Peninsula.
The results from the first survey that was conducted in late 2016, indicate
that residents regard beaches, the country feel, absence of high rise
development and public spaces as what make the Mornington Peninsula a
‘special’ place to live. Analysis indicates that 70% of respondents believe
preserving the Peninsula’s unique character rather than economic
development (10%) was vital.
Respondents also indicated that protection of green wedge zoned areas
and road congestion including tourism, two issues of main concern.
Ongoing survey results will be provided to Federal and State
governments, and the Mornington Peninsula Shire to help shape the
Peninsula’s future allowing for population growth, managed development
and climate change.
Results from first survey can be viewed at www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
survey-results.html.

ESO25-Protection for Safety Beach to Sorrento

by Alan Nelsen (Mornington Peninsula Ratepayers’ & Residents’ Association)
The Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme currently provides for an “Environmental Significance Overlay” (ESO25)
for 25km of the Bay Foreshore and one lot inland along Marine Drive and Point Nepean Road from Safety Beach to
Sorrento. However Shire officers prepared a report for the Council meeting on 30 January 2017 which proposed the
removal of ESO25 from the inland side of Point Nepean Road and Marine Drive. A number of residents and
community groups were concerned and voiced their opinion to all Councillors.
The Council did not accept the officers’ recommendation and deferred the item until after a planning workshop and an
additional Council briefing.
Perhaps the most appropriate comment was made by Judy Walsh, Chair Mornington Peninsula Branch of the National
Trust who said in her letter to the Council: “Any change to Schedule 25 of the Environment Significance Overlay jeopardises the
future of the narrow coastal strip along Port Phillip. What might be considered ‘non important development’ today; and who is the
arbiter of that, could in the future be expanded by opinion to allow inappropriate development and compromise what has been set
aside as significant environmental landscape. The Planning Department’s energies should be directed more at strategically organising
their workload rather than proposing changes to an overlay that is in place for good reason.”
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Kunyung Reserve
South East Water, the owner of a parcels of land at 57 Kunyung Road, Mt Eliza and a 5.6 hectares of land on Jetty
Road, Rosebud, are fast-tracking a rezoning application to sell off its land deemed as ‘surplus’ and ‘not crucial to its
operation’.
There is great fear the rezoning for development of the Rosebud land will impact greatly on the shortfall of open
space in the local region, and will also impact on the Kunyung Reserve, a natural wetland and haven to wildlife.
Steve Karakitsos, President of Southern Eastern Centre for Sustainability, stated to the Mornington Peninsula News
that the decommissioned reservoir in Mt Eliza ‘posed a challenge of a different nature to the Rosebud land because
of its importance for wildlife, as supported by ecological reports by ecologist Malcolm Legg and backed by zoologist
Hans Bruner and Botanist Dr Jeff Yugovic’.
Mr Karakitsos believes that all sites should be assessed on their own merits along with resident input into the
considered preservation of the sites.
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
have indicated they will discuss the sites
future, with Mornington MP David
Morris calling on South East Water to
withdraw its plans and transfer the land to
the Shire for a nominal amount.
A date to discuss the future of the parcels of land has not yet been set. The full news article can be located here:
mpnews.com.au/2017/01/16/groups-lining-up-to-stop-land-sales.

Rye Community Group and Boat Ramp Win
The Rye community had a recent win, when a decision on expanding the Rye Boat (and Jet Ski) launching facilities
was deferred by Council until the Minister of Ports determined if boating grant could be retained if a fourth ramp
was not installed. At a recent Council meeting speakers talked about the impact the expansion will have on other
foreshore users, on the future of the foreshore, on marine life including the Bay dolphins and the octopuses garden;
and on traffic flow and parking. The expected increase in the number of jet skiers and marine debris pollution
(including petrol) was also of concern.
It is a documented fact the extra lane will not cut waiting times, as the demand to use the facility will increase. The
‘waiting’ rationale for the expansion is no reason to destroy a beautiful part of the Peninsula, as people will still
have to wait. Rye has no aspirations to be more of a jet ski mecca than it currently is. Parking and launching fees
from boaters/jet skiers amounted to around $26,790 in 2014/15. Boat/jet ski/trailer registration fees is revenue for
the State Government, and not Council. Income from Rye foreshore from non-boating/fishing/jet skiing activities
was $627,000. $648,000 of ratepayer funding has been allocated to remedy a congestion issue that only occurs in
perfect weather for a few hours on a few days (1.4% of the year). It is not a whole of summer issue.
When Council meet to make the final decision about the expansion needs to also consider those who don’t own a
boat/jet ski, however do swim, kayak, SUP, walk, promenade or fish from the Pier, snorkel, dive, use the
community built playground and picnic areas.
Mechelle Cheers, Chair
Rye Community Group Alliance
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Devilbend and Daangean
Bird monitoring continues on a monthly basis both at Devilbend and the adjacent Woods Reserve. Water watch is
conducted also on a monthly basis, as is the Friends of Daangean Bush working bee (further information ph 5983
1294). There are about 44 water bird species and another 10 shorebird and raptor species that use the reservoir. Each
one is an important part of the total ecosystem. The endangered Blue-bill Ducks have been present in good numbers
in the deeper sections for much of the past year. Devilbend Reservoir is internationally proclaimed as an IBA
(Important Bird Area) because of this.
There are particular concerns that the introduction of canoes and non-powered boats for fishing, if permitted, will
drive endangered species away and give them one less available sanctuary for their survival. There is also concerns
about the harm caused by expanded use of this pristine area.
Please contact Parks Victoria for more info and to send in submissions regarding ‘on-water access’. Submission
deadline is 24 March 2017. parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/devilbendwater-access.

Wild Melbourne and the Point Leo Project
Wild Melbourne have recently completed a project in collaboration
with the Point Leo Foreshore Park and Reserve Committee of
Management where they have designed and created interpretive and
interactive displays. These displays provide an experience which
enhances the visitor’s understanding of Point Leo’s rich natural history
and the environmental challenges faced on a daily basis.
The success of the project lies in the power of collaborative efforts and
building community. Materials, labour and creative input were all
testament to the generosity and diverse range of skills of those assisting
with the project – local tradespeople and businesses, residents of Point
Leo, and visiting campers from all over Victoria. Point Leo is a place
where lasting memories can be created and it’s these experiences that
become portable and foster an appreciation for the natural world elsewhere in one’s travels. Community
involvement is central to all Wild Melbourne projects and is a means to empower communities, engage them with
the natural world, and encourage stewardship of their local environment. http://wildmelbourne.org/services/
community-works.

Landcare Network—Biolink Project
The Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network received $300,000 of State government funding for a Biolink project
under the “Our Catchments Our Communities” initiative.
Over the next four years landcare groups will be involved in eradicating weed and pest animals, as well as
undertaking revegetation works on private land between Greens Bush and Arthurs Seat.
This biolink project will protect indigenous vegetation while contributing to the health of the water quality of Main,
Splitters and Drum Drum Alloc Creeks safeguarding downstream into Port Phillip Bay.
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Bees and the Mornington Peninsula

Fortunately bees are thriving on the Mornington Peninsula. The Peninsula’s unique landform provides isolation
meaning local bees are avoiding many of the issues other countries are facing eg Varroa mite. Also, with the lack
of monoculture, fewer insecticides/herbicides used and the majority of bee colonies remaining stationary on the
Peninsula, there is very little incidents of disease.
As bees rely on a variety of nutrition, the Mornington Peninsula provides a great mixture of exotic and indigenous
species for foraging. Australia is the last continent in the world without the Varroa mite, so vigilance and
quarantine management is vital to protect against any outbreak.
The honeybee colony fluctuates its numbers with the season and in Spring it is
part of its cycle to swarm.
Only when the hive is full of honey will the united group split to reproduce. The
swarm with no young to look after, embrace to keep warm. The queen is kept
safe within, and the scouts will report when they have found a suitable safe
location. The bees who inherit the former hive will start a new legacy as the
virgin queen will produce different genetics.
If you witness a swarming phenomenon, contact a local beekeeper as the bees are
the friendliest and most vulnerable when they swarm. They can then be collected
and relocated to a new location/hive for the benefit of backyard beekeepers.
Please try to buy local honey and support your local beekeeper.
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Visit www.beethecure.com.au for a local honeymap to help buy directly from a beekeeper.

Tootgarook Swamp Update
Last June/July a six day VCAT hearing was held regarding the proposal for a 99 lot subdivision in the Swamp at
92 Elizabeth Street, West Rosebud (Capel Sound). The development was opposed by the Council who had refused to
issue a planning permit.
On 14 November 2016, VCAT handed down its decision stating: “the decision of the responsible authority is
affirmed and no permit is granted.”
During the Hearing, Tootgarook Swamp Inc. and the Mornington Peninsula Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association
indicated to VCAT that the site was the subject of an Enforcement Order issued by the Tribunal on 12 April 2011
arising from the clearing of vegetation and use of the land for agriculture by way of cropping without planning
permission during 2008 and 2009.
The Order directed the owner of the site to submit a revegetation plan within 120 days. The Tribunal also indicated it
was expected that within a year the respondent would commence revegetation and that the native vegetation must be
maintained for a period of 10 years.
It was pointed out by Tootgarook Swamp Inc. and the Mornington Peninsula Ratepayers’ and Residents’
Association that, while it is not clear as to who was responsible, it was a disgrace that after more than five years a
revegetation plan had not been approved and nothing had been done to restore the site.
Tootgarook Swamp Inc. has advised that a compulsory conference was held at VCAT on Friday 17 February 2017
with the Council taking the matter in its own hands and preparing a revegetation plan. The results of the compulsory
conference were not available at the time of this publication.
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Young environmentalists
The Spotted Pardalote is a small insect eating bird (weighing less than a 20 cent
piece) that forages amongst the foliage of eucalypts, searching for sugary exudates
(Lerps) on leaves and psyllids, helping to keep our native bushland healthy. The
'Natured Kids' Junior Landcare Group, which is conducted each Thursday from
10am-12pm (by freelance teacher Narelle Debenham on a local Landcare property
owned by naturalist Tony and Leanne O 'Connor), made nesting boxes from
templates cut by members of the Mornington Men's Shed, with amazing assistance
from members Keith, Tony and Mic, who were very patient, kind and helpful when
working with the young people and sharing their skills.
You can meet the team and learn more about Junior Landcare joint environmental
projects during the 'Eco Expo' week at The Briars in Mt Martha. The 'hands-on'
workshop and presentation is on Thursday 23rd March from 10am to 12pm.
Intergenerational teaching and learning is the most powerful of all. Such meaningful
and long-lasting experiences would not be possible without participation from the
Mornington Men's Shed - Natured Kids are so thankful for their support of the
'projects for nature' over the years.
Please find attached, the link to the Spotted pardalote nesting box pattern generously shared by 'Birds in
Backyards'. http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/sites/www.birdsinbackyards.net/files/page/attachments/Spotted%
20Pardalote_0.pdf.

Good blokes are good for the environment
The Good Blokes Guide is about celebrating positive male culture.
It’s about recognising all positive contributions men and boys make
every day to the lives of their families, their friends, their colleagues,
to our community and the broader society.
Most of the media about men is negative about the blokes who aren’t
doing the right thing, who commit acts of violence, but there are a lot
of Good Blokes out there who are doing the right thing.
Positive psychology is a big aspect of this campaign, it’s very much a
strength based, prevention approach, where the focus is about
mateship, kindness, inner strength and weakness. The campaign is about normalising men’s position in society
where it’s ok to demonstrate pain and suffering, either internal or external, without being told to man up. It’s also
about positive role models, how older good blokes can support younger good blokes to grow into happy healthy
resilient young men.
The Good Blokes Guide will provide a range of services including corporate and community events, educational
workshops for schools, workplaces, sporting clubs, and broker meaningful partnership with people who are equally
interested in participating in this space. To find out more go to www.thegoodblokesguide.com.au.
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Biosphere and its potential demise
The Biosphere Foundation, a not-for profit organisation, works with
community and UNESCO to create an environmentally, socially and
economically sustainable future for Western Port region.

Unfortunately, the Biosphere has experienced a significant financial
shortfall and are unable to cover costs. If funding is not secured by April,
the Biosphere will become insolvent.
An Extraordinary General Meeting was held in January, to inform
members that the board are working hard to gain required funding, with
positive discussions with councils around the Biosphere project’s future.
To support the Biosphere click here: www.biosphere.org.au/get-involved/
donate.

Peninsula Speaks newsletter

If you would like a hard copy of our newsletter, visit one of the
following supporters:
Stringers IGA, Sorrento
2821 @ Blairgowrie
3 Knots Café, Rye
La Casa Nostra Delicatessen, Rosebud
Blue Bay Café, McCrae
Flinders General Store
Red Hill Bakery, Balnarring
Nourish, Balnarring

Membership/Donations
Peninsula Speaks Inc has Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status,
meaning any donation over $2 is tax deductible. Your donation will
allow Peninsula Speaks to fulfill its charter to protect and enhance the
Mornington Peninsula’s environment and ensure our ongoing viability.
Peninsula Speaks strives to become a powerful voice in the intensifying
discussion about the Peninsula’s environmental future – your support will
make this happen.
Donations can be made by cheque or direct payment to:
Bank Details:
Bendigo Bank
BSB:
633-000
Acc:
145 191 961

What’s On
3 Mar

World Wildlife Day

3 Mar

Schools Clean Up Day

3 Mar

Astronomy Viewing Night
The Briars, 8.00pm-11.00pm

5 Mar

Clean Up Australia Day

11 Mar

Red Hill Show
8.30-5.00

12 Mar

Rosebud Kite Festival
11.00-5pm

20-23
Mar

MP Schools Environment Week

25 Mar

Earth Hour

25 Mar

Mornington Fire Brigade 100 Year
Community Cocktail Party, $75pp
7.00pm-11.00pm

27 Mar

Council Meeting
Flinders Civic Hall, 7.00pm

1 Apr

Peninsula Picnic
Mornington Racecourse

24 Apr

Council Meeting
Rosebud Office, 7.00pm

25 Apr

ANZAC Day

10 Apr

International Migratory Bird Day

8 May

Council Meeting
Besgrove Street, Rosebud, 7.00pm

22 May

Council Meeting
Rosebud Memorial Hall, 7.00pm

26 May

Melbourne Coastrek

27 May3 June

National Reconciliation Week

For contributions to
the Autumn edition
Contact: info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au
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