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Welcome 
Spring is a wonderful time of year because the bees are working, flowers are 
out and pollination is happening.  And as the holiday period is almost here it 
means an increased number of people on the Peninsula and increased 

temperatures.  It is important to be ever vigilant regarding our precious 
environment. 

Please make sure you pay attention and give thirsty koalas a drink and leave water 
out for the birds. Slow down on the roads paying particular attention to wildlife.  
Kangaroos are around in increasing numbers so please take care while driving. 

Make sure your personal fire plan is in place and has been practised. 

From the team at Peninsula Speaks, we wish you and your families a safe, healthy 
and happy holiday season. 

Christine Haydon & Peter Avery 

Help save PenBus 
for students 

Biodiversity Conservation Plan  
Workshop with Shire 
In October, Peninsula Speaks ran a workshop with Shire on channelling 
biodiversity expertise into decision making - input into the Biodiversity 
Conservation Plan. 

Over a productive half day session, seven local experts and eleven Shire staff 
worked together on sharing their own professional knowledge with the aim of 
influencing the best outcome for the BCP which will be released in the first quarter 
of 2016. 

Subjects covered included: 

 Roadside verges strategies  
 Fauna including biolinks 
 Planning and planning aspects 
 Coastal foreshore management and population growth 
 Green Wedge preservation 
 Creeks, streams and waterways management 
 Biodiversity on private land 
 
This spirit of co-operation was seen as a resounding success with the intention of 
more Shire workshop collaborations on specific environmental issues in the future. 

Our thanks to all participants for the effort they put in. 

Have your say 
Spring Edition, 2015 

The long distance and travel time 

to tertiary institutions is a critical 
issue for young people on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Various 
studies have shown areas of the 
Peninsula are amongst the most 
socio-economically disadvantaged 
in Victoria (and Australia), and 
poor public transport is associated 
with disengagement and failure of 
students to complete their studies.  

The Federal Government agreed 
to fund a PenBus service for a 
three year trial period providing 
Peninsula students, job seekers, 

apprentices and trainees transport 
to tertiary institutions including 
Chisholm and Monash 
University.  

Despite the fact that the service 
was very well patronised, the 
funding ceased. 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council is lobbying governments 
for the service to be continued. 
You can help by sending an email 
to Council 
(rita.kontos@mornpen.vic.gov.au) 
and the State Minister for 
Transport, The Hon Jacinta Allan 
(jacinta.allan@parliament.vic. 
gov.au) requesting that the 
valuable PenBus service for 
Peninsula students be continued. 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
mailto:rita.kontos@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au
mailto:jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au
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Tootgarook Wetlands Update 
Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc has filed an application with the Victorian Civil and Administration Tribunal for 
the developer of 92 Elizabeth Street, West Rosebud to carry out native revegetation works as was ordered by 
VCAT in 2008 and the developer was supposed to submit a plan within 120 days. As it stands, the Shire has not 
enforced the remediation order and has been unable to provide a reason why this has not happened.  This is an 
ongoing issue. 

There is also currently a live application for a 160 unit long-term trailer park on the same land before VCAT.  

Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc have been working tirelessly over the last few years to protect this valuable wetland 
and are in need of support.  Donations can be made to Save Tootgarook Swamp Inc - 
www.savetootgarookswamp.org/donate--store.html 

Fire Awareness, an opinion piece by David Gill 
The problem with fire prevention is that we are only offered general advice. Leaving early is clearly a good option 
if there is plenty of time before a fire reaches our area. Yes we need a fire plan but general advice like ‘leave early’ 
is unlikely to apply easily to the Mornington Peninsula where a sudden fire is more likely than the bushfires that 
threaten country towns in Victoria. 

Some of our Peninsula Coastal Villages have ‘one road in – one road out’ situation. In the recent Hastings fire out-
break radio broadcasts told nearby people to leave. People in Crib Point left by car but immediately created a road 

block. Luckily the fire didn’t reach Crib Point. 

What we need are localised options but not definitive directions because each fire is different and effected by local-
ised conditions including wind direction, access and terrain. 

I would like to see these types of suggestions for a place like Balnarring Beach if there is no early warning.  

 If you go to the beach take hats, plenty of water and sunscreen, beware of dehydration and smoke. 

 If you leave by car, assess the traffic situation as the road may be blocked by others leaving and the fire bri-
gade will need access. 

 If you stay in a house take hoses and fittings inside, they may melt outside. Attach hoses to a screw tap per-
haps in the laundry. The main danger is probably radiant heat. After the fire passes and it is safe, hose any 
roof flare ups and check around. Beware of possible falling trees. 

Have a fire plan and keep safety items readily available. The Shire has an information kit on request. 

It will be a high risk fire season. These suggestions are only a start. Your fire plan should help you prepare for any 

situation. 

Balcombe Estuary Reserves Group 
BERG have released Jeff Yugovic’s paper on native predator-prey imbalances, with a focus on tree declination 
on the Mornington Peninsula, entitled ‘Alien vs. Predator’.  This report provides extensive information on the 
local ecosystem, consequences of loss of predators and strategies to improve woodland and ecosystem 
imbalances. You can read the full report here: http://www.berg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
alien_vs_predator_native_predator-prey_imbalances_in_south-east_australia_october_2015.pdf. 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
http://www.berg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/alien_vs_predator_native_predator-prey_imbalances_in_south-east_australia_october_2015.pdf
http://www.berg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/alien_vs_predator_native_predator-prey_imbalances_in_south-east_australia_october_2015.pdf
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Peninsula Fauna Information 

Biosphere Lifesearch Event 
The Western Port Biosphere Lifesearch 2015 was successfully run in October. It was an opportunity for schools, 
individuals and community groups to assist with the recording of birds and animals observed in the Western 
Port Biosphere Reserve. 

Western Port Biosphere Reserve partnered with Atlas of Living Australia to run this ‘Biosphere Lifesearch is 
citizen science in action’ program adding greater knowledge of the biodiversity around us to assist with 
managing and protecting our environment for the future.   

Photo: Peta McGinley 

Devilbend Research 
Devilbend Reservoir was proclaimed an international Important Bird Area (IBA) because it offers sanctuary to 
the endangered Blue-billed Duck. There is always pressure on these birds as they favour the deep water and are 
very wary of human activity. If boating were to be allowed on the reservoir it is highly likely they would leave 
and no longer use this valuable refuge. Devilbend is also the only spot on the Mornington Peninsula to regularly 
see the spectacular Great Crested Grebe. As well, a  pair of White-bellied Sea Eagles builds an enormous nest in 
the tall eucalypts. From September, Fantail Cuckoos and Shining Bronze Cuckoos can be heard too. This year 

Rufous Whistlers are in the best numbers ever. Devilbend offers great opportunities for both bird watching and 
research. It is the ideal location for long term studies, especially through this time of global warming and 
changing habitat conditions. Everyone is welcome to join the monthly Tuesday morning bird count. Contact 
Roger Richards on ornithology3@yahoo.com.au. 

Powerful Owl Count 
Mornington Peninsula Shire and Birdlife Australia are undertaking a monitoring program 
to identify roosting and breeding locations of the endangered Powerful Owl, aiming to 
protect Australia’s largest owl. Conservation Ranger, Josh Gunn, said the Shire is asking 
people to report sightings or observations of the Powerful Owls so the locations can be 
included in future surveys, and to broaden the knowledge of the species’ distribution on 
the Peninsula.  Max Burrows of Birdlife Australia said the Powerful Owl is an important 
‘top level’ predator that is required to keep the ecosystem in check. “Recent surveys 
undertaken by the state government identified significant numbers of owls on the 
Peninsula, and we’re wanting to follow on and keep up to date with sightings and in 
particular breeding locations so they can be properly protected for the future generations 
of this endangered species,” he said.  If you see or hear a Powerful Owl please email 
powerfulowl@mornpen.vic.gov.au or phone 5950 1274. 

Koala Count 
The Great Victorian Koala Count took place in November, where everyone was given the opportunity to 
contribute to the increased understanding of koala populations and management. A collaboration between 
Deakin University and Mornington Peninsula communities are fitting 30 koalas with radio collars to determine 
their movements and preferred habitats. If you see a koala, please email Desley Whisson 
(dwhisson@deakin.edu.au). You can also follow their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
MPKoalas/ 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
mailto:ornithology3@yahoo.com.au
mailto:powerfulowl@mornpen.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MPKoalas/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MPKoalas/
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Somers Village Community Association 
The newly formed Somers Village Community Association (SVCA) offers an 
alternative voice for locals. It is dedicated to being inclusive, transparent and 
connected to Somers community, and hopes that above all Somers will be able to 
keep its coastal village character. SVCA hopes to halt works on the proposed 
Somers Village footpath construction until after the development of the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire’s Coastal Village Strategy, to ensure the paths fit 
within this important policy. 

There is currently no final decision made by the Shire regarding the proposed 
Somers Village concrete footpaths. It is believed there will be a hearing for objectors followed by a decision by 
Councillors most likely in December.  

Please contact somersvca@gmail.com for more information or to voice your concerns. 

Balnarring Beach Update 
In November, Balnarring Primary and the local community took part in a State-wide koala count but 
unfortunately very few were spotted, mainly due to dog attacks and the lack of appropriate trees.  

The Bundjil nest project, a celebration of aboriginal culture was recently held at Balnarring Beach and was a 
huge success with over 500 people in attendance. 

Balnarring Beach Community Association’s survey results reveal 2 to 1 opposition to tourist cabins, a pathway 

through the environmentally sensitive spit and year-round opening of camping reserves on the foreshore. 

Works on the foreshore had already commenced however the Shire has returned the permit application. The 
committee was unaware of permit requirements in a public conservation zone, forgetting also the need for a 
Cultural Heritage Management Plan despite having the 2010 Archaeological Cultural heritage study. All future 
permit applications will now be advertised to allow for public scrutiny. 

Merricks Creek is virtually dead with little chance of recovery due to environmental degradation, lack of water 
flow and interference by altering the water course, especially at the mouth. This is due to housing development. 

On Saturday September 5th, over 100 people gathered at The Sorrento Museum to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of this well respected Society of volunteers who still work energetically to preserve local heritage 
in all its forms – buildings, precincts, stories, artefacts and photographs. The year of 1965 was also a year of 
significant events in Australia, including; Prime Minister Robert Menzies declaring Australian forces would be 

sent to South Vietnam, the first drawing of marbles for military conscription and the Tasmanian Government 
announcing the Gordon River Scheme.  

Sorrento Museum is open all summer holidays (Saturdays, Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 1.30 to 
4.30 pm). See fascinating stories of convicts, shipwrecks, 1803 settlement and many more beautiful displays. 
The Museum is located at 827 Melbourne Road, Sorrento (next to the Pioneer Gardens). See their website for 
more details:  www.nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au 

Nepean Historical Society 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
mailto:somersvca@gmail.com
http://www.nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au
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Environmental Awareness Demonstration 
Peninsula Speaks recently attended a rally organised by 
Environment Victoria and listened to notable speakers on 
environmental matters, and to represent the place we all love—the  
Mornington Peninsula. The hope is that the Turnbull government 

will overturn some of the Coalition’s unpopular environmental 
policies and to shape a healthy environment into the future. 

Mt Eliza SC Real Time Learning  
Written by Year 7/8 Mount Eliza Secondary College Real Time Learning students; Flynn, Oliver, Balin, Sebastien, Ava, Trinity, 
Benjamin, Floyd, Kira, Charlie-Rose and Ashcka.  

“Artificial tree hollows are very important to the conservation of Australian 'hollow nesting' animals. There is lots of 
competition at this time of year between native wildlife searching for the few nesting spots available.  We decided to 
help by working with members from the Mornington Men’s Shed to construct nesting boxes for our local 
Eastern Rosellas and Wood Ducks. We also aim to plant native grasses and shrubs under the nesting boxes around 
the wetlands at Tony O'Connors local Landcare property bordering Balcombe Creek in Mt Martha, and within our 
school to attract more ground feeding native birds. We can’t wait to sit our nesting boxes snuggly in the forks of 
trees.  We are so happy to be contributing in these small ways to help our local natural environment. You can too!” 

If you would like a copy of the nesting box patterns, email Narelle Debenham: ndebenham@mesc.vic.edu.au. 

Mornington Environmental Association 
Hundreds of shrubs have been planted along the Mornington foreshore from Fisherman’s Beach, through Schnapper 
Point, Mothers Beach, Scouts Beach, Red Bluff & the paths leading down to Mills Beach. Some unfortunate loss has 
occurred due to weather conditions and careless public behaviour - very disappointing for volunteers & the Green 
Army helpers. HMAS Cerberus provided 23 Navel recruits to tackle mounds of woody weeds, years of old cans/ 
bottles & exotic grasses at Mills Beach early in October, organised via the Life Saving Club.  Other works at Mills 
Beach include 3 new ramps for emergency vehicles & surf boats, a large bluestone wall & new picnic tables as part of 
stage 1 restoration, plus a car park re-build in the near future. There was also a volunteer corporate team from 
booking.com weeding at Tanti Creek.  

The Green Army  weeded carefully along the Beleura-Caraar Creek path which has been officially closed for months 
due to stormwater pipes and uncontrolled water flows down the cliff. The local community Steering Committee has 
organised a public meeting with Councillors and Shire officers to sort out repairs (the Shire has obtained $50 000 to 
start repairs process).  

Mornington – changing too fast?? The MEA has to spend an increasing amount of time & effort reviewing building 
applications (more than 50 currently) ranging from tree removal, multi units replacing old single houses, new alcohol 
licences, & other massive apartment blocks.  Parking problems are increasing with few green corridors left in 
Mornington apart from the creek line & foreshore. 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
mailto:ndebenham@mesc.vic.edu.au
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For contributions to 

the Summer edition 
Contact: info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au  

Attention: Kerry Keys 

Peninsula Speaks newsletter 
If you would like a hardcopy of our newsletter, visit one of the 
following supporters: 
Stringers IGA, Sorrento 
2821 @ Blairgowrie 
Freaky Tiki’s, Rye 
Flinders General Store 
La Casa Nostra Delicatessen, Rosebud 
Red Hill Bakery, Balnarring 
Blue Bay Café, McCrae 

 

21 Nov/ 

5 Dec 

Great Victorian Fish Count 

Contact Victorian National Parks Assoc. 

on (03) 9347 5188 for more information 

5 Dec Soil Health Workshop 

9.30am-3.30pm $25 pp 

Bittern Community Hall 

5 Dec International Volunteer Day 

8 Dec Forward Planning Committee Meeting 

7pm Rosebud Council Offices 

10 Dec International Human Rights Day 

10 Dec Peninsula Human Rights Oration  

6.30pm-8.00pm 

Mornington Golf Club 

11 Dec Carols on the Park 

Rye Foreshore 6.30pm-10.00pm 

14 Dec Council Meeting 

7pm Rosebud Council Offices 

27 Dec Open Bic World Sailing Cup 

Safety Beach Sailing Club 

Membership/Donations 
Peninsula Speaks has Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status, 
meaning any donation over $2 is tax deductible. Your donation will 
allow Peninsula Speaks to fulfill its charter to protect and enhance the 
Mornington Peninsula’s environment, including Green Wedge and 
other scenic areas, now under pressure from development. Peninsula 
Speaks strives to become a powerful voice in the intensifying discussion 
about the Peninsula’s environmental future – your support will make 
this happen.  

 

Donations can be made by cheque or direct payment to:  

Bank Details:  Bendigo Bank 

BSB:   633-000 

Acc:   145 191 961 

Photo: Monica Cooke Photography 

Trees of Significance 
Peninsula Speaks Trees of Significance project continues to evolve for 

the protection and preservation of significant trees across the 
Peninsula. Thanks to those who have nominated trees as part of this 
ongoing initiative, and keep the nominations coming. 

For more information and to nominate a tree please contact Peninsula 
Speaks by emailing info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au or downloading a 

nomination form from www.peninsulaspeaks.org. 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/

