BEACH WALKERS URGENTLY NEEDED
Volunteers and Parks Victoria staff have been monitoring Hooded Plovers on
the Mornington Peninsula for 29 years. To cover all the beaches from
Gunnamatta to Point Nepean more helpers are needed on a permanent or
casual basis. Beach leaders are keen to train people to observe hoodie
behaviour, threats, fencing, signage and adding to the data portal. It is very
rewarding, gives you lots of skills and contributes to this large citizen science
project. If we have more beach walkers we can cover all beaches more
regularly and fill gaps when volunteers are on holidays or illness.

Beach walking and monitoring is such a great way to enjoy our beautiful and
diverse beaches and wildlife.
Beach leaders are eager to hear from anyone that can assist by sending an
email to FOHP, hploversmornpen@gmail.com It is usually easiest to start
monitoring beaches that are closest to your home. We have binoculars
available for new members to use.
Chris Willocks

PORTSEA BEACH
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Coppins Beach and
the long flat stretch of
Portsea Back Beach to London Bridge. Magnificent
views from the clifftops, perfect hard sand at low
tide and stairs to improve your fitness make it a
fantastic beach to monitor. There are usually five
hoodie pairs and the Portsea flock to watch.
Frequently there is other interesting wildlife such
as Sooty Oystercatchers, Nankeen Kestrels, beach
washed birds, whale watching and the occasional
seal, wallaby, echidna or fox.
There are relatively few people on the beach for
most of the year. The walk usually takes about
two hours at low tide.
Chris Willocks
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FOWLERS, MONTFORTS AND KOONYA BEACHES
Beach Leader Karen Wootton
Many years ago, when desks still had ink wells, one of our HSC English reads was ‘The Getting of Wisdom’. As was the way
in the dark ages, I made notes in pencil throughout the book, about the authors message on conformity in a narrow society
and the fictional main character Laura’s unconventional ways. I knew something then that was unknown when the story
was first published in 1910. That the author, one Henry Handel Richardson was indeed Ethel Richardson, and, rather than a
work of fiction written by a man, Ethel’s book told of her own story. What I did not know then was that Chapter 19 held a
secret, a thread that would further bind me to this precious piece of literature.
Fast forward and here I am, living on the breathtaking Mornington Peninsula and trying to play my small part in helping our
Hooded Plover friends retain their place on our stunning ocean beaches. Though my beach monitoring buddies and I range
far and wide, from Point Nepean and Portsea through to St Andrews Beach, our ‘patch’ is Sorrento to Blairgowrie. Four
territories from Koonya West and East, to Montforts and Fowlers. These are the beaches our Hoodie pairs call home and
the beaches and rock platforms that we are intimately acquainted with. Wild, wonderful places, beaches of pristine beauty.
But I need not wax lyrical any longer because Laura (aka Ethel Richardson) visited either Montforts or Fowlers in the late
1800’s and wrote of her experience in Chapter 19 of her famous book -

Rock platform at Fowlers Beach. Photo by Karen Wootton

‘as far as the eye could reach, the bluest of skies melting into the bluest of
seas, which broke its foam-flecked edge against the flat, brown reefs that
fringed the shore. Laura and Pin thought it the most wonderful beach in the
world. Whitest, purest sand, hot to the touch as a zinc roof in summer;
rocky caves, and sandy caves hung with crumbly stalactites; at low tide, on
the reef, lakes and ponds and rivers deep enough to make it unnecessary
for you to go near the ever angry surf at all; seaweeds that ran through the
gamut of colours: brown and green, pearl-pink and coral-pink, to vivid
scarlet and orange; shells, beginning with tiny grannies and cowries, and
ending with the monsters in which the breakers had left their echo; the
bones of cuttlefish, light as paper and shaped like javelins. And, what was
best of all, this beach belonged to them alone, they had not to share its
treasures with strangers’
The size and range of shells found at Fowlers and Montfort’s has changed
across the years with an increasing number of visitors but the young Ethel’s
experience and description of the beach remains accurate today and she
only missed one thing. She didn’t notice or record the Hooded Plovers who
no doubt shared the beach with her as they have done for centuries.
Our current pairs try valiantly every season, with varying degrees of
success, to hatch their eggs and raise their chicks on these wonderful
beaches.
We welcome anyone who’d like to join us in learning about Hoodies and the
beaches they call home, our very own ‘Getting of Wisdom’. We’re busy
writing the next chapter…….
Karen Wootton
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RYE OCEAN BEACH
Beach Leader Jo Hansen
This area includes Beach 16 then around the headland from
the Brewster Rd track to Rye Back Beach car park.
We have a total of seven pairs of birds and frequent other
visitors as some areas appear to be uninhabited.
Beach 16 has two pairs, Heyfields West and Heyfields East.
Heyfields West is the territory of EE (female) and unbanded
male. They no longer reproduce but remain on territory most
of the year and are always together.
Heyfields East is the territory of AZ (female) and unbanded
male. They also remain loyal to each other and territory. Last
season their chicks vanished at 21/2 weeks, but in 2017 the
pair managed to raise a pair of chicks to fledge on
30 December. These were not banded. The pair stayed with
the parents for a couple of weeks.

Finally our Rye Carpark West pair. The male, RX (male)
orange band has had some tragedy. He had one mate
disappear and another die. He has since paired up with
yellow band 40 (female) and they seem to be working out
well. Last season they had a nest in a terrific position and
succeeded in hatching chicks which only survived a couple of
days. Lets hope they make it this year.

challenges faced by our birds, as do all on the peninsula.
However watching these pairs over the years we have great
admiration for how they manage to adapt to changes and
face challenges to survive and successfully fledge chicks
despite it all. They are inspiring to spend time with.
Jo Hansen & Lois Greene

High tides, erosion, dogs on the loose, foxes, a
kestrel family and people pressure are the

Brewster Rd track has an unbanded pair. It is a tough spot
with high tides washing out nests early in the season, surfers
scrambling down the cliffs and foot traffic with dogs.
However the intrepid pair keep laying eggs and have had two
lots hatch in the past 2 years, no fledglings as yet.
Alison Avenue birds are banded orange AV (female) and
unbanded. They are a very adaptable pair. They have moved
their nest away from the beach into the sand blow twice and
succeeded with chicks hatching from there. They were
successful in fledging two chicks in Feb 2018.

Gunida Track Hooded Plover fledgling.
Photo by Lois Greene

Gunida Track pair are very flexible also. Orange band JA
(female) and unbanded have nested from the track down to
the rock ridge next to Alison Ave bay, where they seem to
have settled in. They nest in the dune edge, usually selecting
a safe, protected site. They are extremely vigilant parents
and have succeeded in raising two chicks a year for the past
two seasons. Three of their chicks have been banded; RY, KP
and JE
Rye Big Rock. This territory suffered a severe erosion
episode last winter which completely washed out the birds
breeding area.
However LC (male) and his unbanded mate are stoic and
have remained on territory. Before the event they succeeded
in fledging a chick. Since then they are trying out new
nesting sites further west. No success as yet but they will
keep trying.
Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc.
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ST ANDREWS BEACH
Beach Leader Mark Lethlean
What do you say when Mark Lethlean asks you how fit you are? Well I said, not as fit as I used to
be! And so began my season of Hoodie monitoring at St. Andrews Beach. To be fair, fitness is a
reasonable requirement for these stunning stretches of sand that are home to six pairs of Hooded
Plovers. Seaweed covered rock platforms provide the much needed nutrition required for living and
breeding on these beautiful beaches and at low tide you can find the birds foraging while waves lap
around them. During breeding season you analyse every nuance as you observe their changing
behaviour, working out what they're up to. Fencing and signage play a big part in protecting nests
and chicks and monitoring regularly helps us know how the birds are faring.
Personally, my favourite pair are the Miami Beach birds who for some reason require an almost two
kilometre stretch of beach, hence my aforementioned comment about fitness!
One warm summer morning John Franklin and I watched as their youngster (flagged 'MD' and
nicknamed Miami Dude) took his first flight. MD has now gone on to start his own family, settling
with an older female on the Bellarine Peninsula and successfully raising a fledgling this past season.
It is so rewarding to follow the progress of these little families – from egg to fledgling, then flying off
to build a life of their own. And thus the cycle continues.
Now, if you think this might be for you, please come and join us. You will find Mark at St Andrews
Beach most Monday mornings and, though like me, you may not think you're quite fit enough there's
no need to worry. Mark is more than happy to slow down a little!
Rosalba Catena

Twenty day old chick at St Andrews.

Pied Oystercatcher at St Andrews Beach.
Photo by Karen Wootton

MD at St Andrews. Photos by Mark Lethlean
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Still on the move

Flame Robin feeding on St Andrews beach

You may be interested to know the Hooded Plover
flagged CU, which was recorded at our BirdLife
Mornington Peninsula Flinders birdwatching outing of
13/12/2017 and featured in the March edition of
Mornington Peninsula Birdlife 2018 newsletter, (and
January 2018 FoHP newsletter) has recently resurfaced
at Forest Cave Beach West, Phillip Island.
I have photographed it there on 10 March 2019 and
more recently on 19 April 2019.

Interesting observation today, 29 April
2019, at St Andrews, particularly
Moana Court. This female Flame Robin
was feeding up and down the whole
beach from the dune all the way to
the water’s edge.

This bird fledged from Harmers Haven near Wonthaggi.
I wonder if it has returned to that site anytime during
its travels.
Con Duyvestyn

Not a great image but I’ve never seen
this before on the ocean beaches. I’ve
seen a brown Pink Robin (female or
immature) on the beach at Fingal five
years ago.
CU at Phillip Island. Photo by Con Duyvestyn

JE back at Rye

Mark Lethlean

Hooded Plover life cycle

INFORMATION STALLS

Congratulations on the Hooded Plover Newsletter.
A really interesting and professional publication.

We will be holding our street information stalls again
this season on the following dates from 9.00am to
2.00pm.

My 8 year old grandson did a unit on Hooded
Plovers last year. They came up in the conversation
last week and it went something like this:

JE has returned from
Phillip Island and was
with a flock of 23
other adults at Moana
East on 18 May 2019.

“I know hooded plovers are important and
endangered and we have to keep Nipper (new
puppy) on a lead on the beach but we spent so long
studying their life cycle. I mean they are birds. They
lay an egg, it hatches, they run around for a while
and they fly.”

Mark Lethlean

Apparently that’s the end of the story!
Marianne Punshon

FRIENDS

OF THE

Blairgowrie
Friday 27 September 2019
Saturday 14 December 2019
Sorrento
Saturday 2 November 2019
Saturday 11 January 2020.
These are a great opportunity to share information
about our birds with locals and visitors, children and
adults. It is usually a lot of fun.
If you are interested in joining us for some of the time,
contact Jo Hansen: jo.hansen@westnet.com.au.

HOODED PLOVER (MORNINGTON PENINSULA) INC
Incorporation number: A0054904

COMMITTEE

President: Mark Lethlean
Vice President: Chris Willocks Secretary: Jenny Griffiths
Treasurer: Jo Hansen General members: David Reid, Karen Wootton, Lois Greene

BANK

ACCOUNT DETAILS Bendigo Bank, BSB: 633000 Account No: 159026897

CONTACTING FoHP

Contributions: Thank you for all the great articles,
notes & photos. Please keep sharing your Hooded and Red-capped
Plover experiences.
Send to: Val Ford, 5981 1445, fordandreid@gmail.com

59857706, PO Box 36 Rye 3941, hploversmornpen@gmail.com
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Deadline for next newsletter: Friday 25 October 2019
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VALE JOHN RAWLINS
Positive, friendly nature, quiet strength and big smile
John was one of our first members; he joined the group in 2010 and
then became a committee member two years later.
John bought a wealth of knowledge to the group; his experience with
running committees was invaluable.
In late 2012 John agreed to take on the role of Secretary after Val Ford
retired from the position. I felt very privileged to have another highly
experienced person on the executive to help guide us through those
early years.
In 2014 John initiated and successfully applied to the RACV at Cape
Schanck for their ‘good citizen grant’ of $5000. This grant provided
FoHP with much needed signage plus the funds to design and print the
“Where can I walk my dog? ” brochure. FoHP printed 3000 and the MP
Shire printed another 4000.
This was one of our first successful grant applications. It set the group
up with good signage that was still being used on MPNP beaches last
season.

John Rawlins

John was also an integral part of the FoHP ‘Strategic Plan 2015’.
A sub committee was formed after the 2014 AGM (David Reid, John
Rawlins, Mark Lethlean and Diane Lewis) to look at writing a Strategic
Plan for the group.
The plan was completed and implemented 2015, it has guided the
group ever since.

24.4.1940 - 3.7.2019

Lois Greene, Neil Shelley, Larry Wakefield and John Rawlins at a
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser. Photo by Diane Lewis

Please join us to remember John and
celebrate his life well lived.

John resigned from the committee in 2015. Health issues eventually
prevented John from monitoring the beaches but he and Roo
continued to support the group by volunteering at fundraisers and
attending our AGM lunches and end of year Debriefs. I always
enjoyed these catch-ups and also to hear about their latest
adventure.

On Saturday 31st August, 2019
2.30 - 5pm
Peninsula Kingswood Country Golf
Club, Skye Road, Frankston.

John was always only a phone call away. FoHP was incredibly lucky
to have his expertise. I will miss his positive, friendly nature, quiet
strength and big smile.

RSVP
roorawlins1@bigpond.com
03 5974 3339

Diane Lewis (FoHP MP President 2010-2018)
Conleath Roche, RACV Resort Manager, presenting John Rawlins
and Diane Lewis with a cheque for $5000. Photo by Helen Santoreneos

Roo and Dave
Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc.
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APPS
what 3 words?
Put up your hand if you don’t find it difficult to describe to someone else, where on the beach the
Hoodie nest is that you found recently. Do you also find it hard to understand the numbers that your
GPS or phone gives you as the location of the nest (eg. -38.465, 144.875997 or 38° 27.992’ S,
144° 52.560’ E or 38°27’54 S”, 144°52’34’ E).
There has to be something easier – and there is and it is

what3words.

Using the what3words app which is free to download to your phone (Apple or Android), you can
describe the location of a nest you find with just three simple words like ///ditsy.prep.selection, which is
the same as each of those three pairs of confusing numbers above (they are all the latitude and
longitude of the first nest I found last season, displayed in three different formats).
On the right is what the app looks like on my phone.
The folks at
what3words provide a precise and incredibly simple way to talk about locations. They
have divided the world into a grid of 3m X 3m squares and assigned each one a unique 3-word address.
On the first image you can see the individual 3m X 3m squares – if the app hasn’t selected the correct
square using the GPS in your phone (ie. because you aren’t standing right on top of it), just tap the
appropriate square, then tap Share and send the location to whoever needs to know about it. On the
second (zoomed out) image, you can see where the nest is in relation to nearby landmarks (eg. a limestone outcrop to the west).
Check out the location of some of the nests you reported last season at www.what3words.com !
On a more sombre tone, should you incapacitate yourself while on the beach you could also use the app
to notify someone exactly where you are (eg. emergency services).
Neil Shelley

Wildlife Victoria joins Snap Send
Solve
I have used the app Snap Send Solve on lots of occasions
such as removing domestic ducks from wetlands, picking up
supermarket trolleys, graffiti etc.
It is a fantastic way of communicating with the appropriate
authority and all problems have been solved in a couple of
days.
Chris Willocks

Snap Send... Save?
Did you know that Wildlife Victoria receive a report for
Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc.

injured wildlife every six minutes?
To help with the increasing number of injured animals, Snap
Send Solve is proud to have partnered with Wildlife Victoria
to give all Victorians an easy and efficient way to report
injured wildlife.
If you see injured wildlife, simply start a report with Snap
Send Solve and select ‘Wildlife - Native Injured’ to send the
report to Wildlife Victoria.

For more information about our partnership with Wildlife
Victoria click here.

Reports are sent in real time, ensuring native wildlife receive
urgent care when needed.
Direct integration with Wildlife Victoria systems also reduces
administration time and costs, and gives Wildlife Victoria the
ability to continue to respond to the increasing demand.
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WORKSHOP WITH NATURED KIDS

PENINSULA GRAMMAR

A fun day was shared with young families in Seaford when
Jo Hansen and Lois Greene shared Hooded Plover
experience and knowledge with 'Natured Kids Junior
Landcare group' in mid May.

The Peninsula Grammar year 2 students wrote to us after we visited
and did a presentation and activities for them with Park Vic. Below is
the letter from Eleanor. They also raised $476.95 for us.
Their ongoing interest and support is so valuable.

Each year I hold a 'Hoodie' workshop with members of
my 'Natured Kids Junior Landcare group'. Volunteers from
the Friends of the Hooded Plover Mornington Peninsula
attend and assist to raise awareness about the plight of
these critically endangered birds and how we can all attempt
to help. Pictured are the children aged 4-14 years, drawing
pictures of the Hooded Plover on their kites and flying them
at the beach.

Jo Hansen

Jo and Lois who volunteer regularly to help monitor
'Hoodies' on the beach played a wonderful game with the
children that helped identify all of the threats and predators
for our threatened Hooded Plover. Families participating
could not believe how difficult it was to see the camouflaged eggs in the shallow nests on the sand.
For details about 'Natured Kids' environmental session for Mornington Peninsula families, please call
0431791379 or via https://www.facebook.com/NaturedKids/
Narelle Debenham

Photos by Narelle Debenham
Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc.

8

July 2019

FRIENDS OF THE HOODED PLOVER (MORNINGTON PENINSULA) INC.
MINUTES OF DEBRIEF, 18 APRIL 2019 AT PARKS VICTORIA OFFICE, ROSEBUD
9:45 - 10.00 Attendees arrival and a cuppa.
10.00 - 10.10 Mark opened debrief with recognition of
traditional owners and introduction of FoHP(MP) Committee
members. He then introduced Kasun Ekanayake (BirdLife
Australia), Kris Rowe (Parks Vic area Chief Ranger Southern
Peninsula), Holly Barker (Hoodie Ranger MPNP), Rick Sisson
(Holly’s boss), Rod Brindley (pest animal control) and Paul
Wittwer (Ranger Balnarring foreshore).
Attendees were advised that Chris Brayne (New State
Member of Parliament) and Russell Joseph (Liberal Party
Representative) would be attending later in the morning.
Red-Capped Plover volunteers were recognised.
Mark outlined the Hooded Plover season and described the
outcome as mediocre with six fledglings, one of whom
disappeared soon after fledging. Chick losses were discussed
- long investment by volunteers. Several losses after 20 days
(one at 34 days) described as heartbreaking.
Successful flagging of 5 fledglings, Kasun’s expertise in
achieving this was acknowledged.
Feedback on outcomes for some of the flagged fledglings
was given:
JE from Rye, sighted at Phillip Island
JL from Gunnamatta, sighted at Point Impossible on the Surf
Coast.
HB from St Andrews beach, sighted at Lake Victoria (Point
Lonsdale).
Also discussed was MD (flagged as a fledgling at St Andrews
Beach ‘Miami’ last season) fledged a chick this season at
Point Lonsdale with older territory female HY.
Mornington Peninsula (MP) biennial count was briefly
discussed, data efficiency improved by real time entering of
data.
Red-capped Plover season outlined - two fledglings in total.
Of 15 nests along Balnarring beaches, no chicks hatched.
Very disappointing outcome.
Deakin University honours student will undertake sand
invertebrate study but other factors impacting on birds
Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc.

success need to be investigated (nest cameras etc).
Investment of time and energy of FoHP(MP) recognised, roles
extend well beyond beach monitoring.
Presence of seasonal/summer rangers discussed.
Need for authorised officers mentioned - both Point Nepean
and MP dog monitoring.
Casey Lee was acknowledged for his work on the FoHP(MP)
website.
Val Ford acknowledged for her work on the quarterly
newsletter.
Holly Barker’s efforts and enthusiasm acknowledged - a
brilliant conduit between Parks Victoria and FoHP(MP).

possibility of too many visits (between PV and FoHP(MP)
increasing disturbance of the birds. Two fledglings.
St Andrews Beach: Mark Lethlean provided some interesting anecdotes including a Hoodie threesome and some
impressive nest construction. One fledgling.
Rye: Jo Hansen spoke of the activity of 7 pairs (including one
non productive pair), the washout of one territory with a
dramatic change to the beachscape. Two fledglings of whom
one disappeared shortly after day 35 (fate unknown).

Blairgowrie/Sorrento: Karen Wootton discussed 3 out of 4
new pairings. The failure of 4 chicks (one at 22 days) on
Fowlers beach which should be a perfect beach for Hoodie
10:12 - 10:25 Welcome on behalf of Kris Rowe, Area Chief success but has a heavy presence of dogs throughout the
season. Koonya East dramatic erosion of dune faces limiting
Ranger for Southern Peninsula.
nesting sites. The only longstanding pair (Koonya West) with
Kris briefly discussed the recruitment programme for summer
the elderly male JZ had success. One fledgling.
rangers.
Portsea: Chris Willocks talked about the impact of erosion
He acknowledged the input of all parties - BirdLife Australia,
and invasive vegetation on available nesting sites, importance
FoHP(MP) and PV.
of the area at Sphinx rocks in supporting the flock, difficulty
The challenges were discussed including geographic, usage
in accessing the beaches for monitoring during the holiday
volume and historic use of the park.
season due to traffic congestion, the raiding of the rock
Long term trends were mentioned including the impact of
platforms and camera evidence of fox activity at Coppins
climate change (erosion/storm events) and the removal of
(loss of several nests located high on the cliff face).
the dog access privileges. Impacts on the park described as
Discussed the need to be creative in monitoring options multi factorial and Kris explained that rangers are encouraged
questioned the possibility of rangers from Point Nepean
to discuss the range of impacts on Hooded Plovers with park
assisting with monitoring (perhaps easier for them to access
users focusing on the impacts that users can influence.
beaches in times of heavy traffic). No fledglings.
Dog use is inconsistent with National Park values but is not
Point Nepean: Mark Lethlean spoke about the four
the only solution.
territories and lack of success (6 nests, 11 eggs, 3 chicks, no
Kris mentioned that more compliance officers were being
fledglings). Concerned at the level of use (witnessed during
accredited.
monitoring visits and captured on nest camera). Feels divers
Kris acknowledged the number of hours invested by the
accessing park for abalone is a problem (Kris did add that
volunteers and reinforced the plan going forward. PV remain
some users have licences and Fisheries staff are vigilant).
committed to a combined/collaborative effort.
Point Nepean (from a Hooded Plover perspective) was
described as a work in progress. Disappointing that an
10:25 - 10:55 Beach Leader Reports
‘unspoilt’ comparison area has such heavy usage. A new sign
Gunnamatta: Neil Shelley impressed us all with his Power
has been erected beyond London Bridge advising of
Point presentation and raised an interesting point about the
restricted access. No fledglings.
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Mark also discussed the difficulty in accessing some
territories on a regular basis - Bushrangers Bay was given as
an example. Often a matter of resourcing. Did mention that
these territories were covered in the biennial count.
Red-capped Plovers
Balnarring: Jeff Hall described it as a disaster of a season
with 15 nests and no hatchings. Foxes were suspected in
some instances, tidal inundation was an issue and probable
impact from a flock of Ravens working the beach. Fox baiting
has been undertaken and will await data from Deakin
Honours invertebrate study (mentioned earlier).
Point Leo/Shoreham: Mark Lethlean described increased
ranger patrols which may have had an impact. 2 fledglings.
10:55 - 11:30 Kasun Ekanayake - Beach-nesting Birds
Project Coordinator
Despite being injured Kasun ‘winged’ his way to the debrief
with Mark’s assistance to provide an overview of Hooded
Plover breeding success and give an interesting account of
the season that was, on average:
Eggs - 23% survival rate
Chicks - 20% survival rate
Fledglings - 55% survival rate
Adults - 90 % survival rate.
Poor breeding success is driving population decline.
Eggs have a 2.5% chance of progressing to an adult bird.
The aims of the BNB project were discussed:
 Increase our understanding
 Protect critical habitat
 Recruit, train and support volunteers
 Educate coastal communities and beach users
 Research new ways of mitigating threats
 Changing attitudes to help the birds.
The highlights of the 2018/19 season were discussed:
 30 pairs
 66 nests (52 of which were under some ‘management’)
 65% of nests failed to hatch
 19% of hatching nests fledged at least one chick (4 of 21
nests)
 136 eggs
 33 chicks sighted
 6 chicks fledged
 Fledglings per pair 0.20 (aim for 0.4 to 0.5).
Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc.

Kasun explained the average fledgling numbers for MP over
the past 10 years (7) and stated that ebbs and flows often
related to natural fluctuations. The causes of failures were
outlined; high tides, loss of habitat and predation by natural
predators (things that we can’t control). He advised those
present not to be alarmed unless a poor result becomes a
trend, rather than a cyclic event.
The heavy human usage of the park was described as
doubling over the past ten years which increases the
pressure on the birds - more energy spent on distractions,
increased need for vigilance and protection and interference
to food sources and feeding opportunities. The energy
demands on the birds was enormous with many having only
two attempts. A comparison to Bass Coast and Western
Victoria was given where many territories still had nests or
chicks.
Kasun gave our portal data entry an A+. Portal entries
indicated an increase in dog presence this season. Kasun will
compare with previous seasons and let us know.

grass) is undertaken in the Hooded Plover off season to
minimally disturb the birds. The impact on the morphology of
the dune and subsequent negative effect on nesting habitat
was discussed and demonstrated in photos. Weeds will
always be present due to surrounding landscape - has to be
managed as can’t be eradicated. Complexity of issues
mentioned - manually removed with assistance of Deakin
students and conservation groups.
Holly told us about camera monitoring across multiple sites
within the park (131 cameras in MPNP and 52 in PNNP) to
assist with fauna species and habitat monitoring. With so
many sites, and some proving difficult to access, Holly gets
assistance from students and has amassed a large volume of
information which has helped in the targeting of foxes and
feral cats.
Holly’s education focus has extended from junior ranger and
kids teaching kids programmes to ‘in school’ HP education
and coastal community forums. Holly acknowledged Jo
Hansen and Lois Greene for their assistance.

Nest Cameras - captured tidal inundation of nest at Boags
Rocks and also dogs, gulls, walkers, swimmers and horses
across several sites. Point Nepean camera was interfered
with causing a missed hatching but did record lots of human
activity in a ‘restricted’ area. The Coppins camera captured
vision of a fox at the nest site prior to nest fail (one of
several for this pair).

Pest Animal Control - Rod Brindley, ably assisted by
Chantelle Morton, provided an interesting and informative
slide presentation on fox management and the challenges
faced within the park environment. Rod explained how a
single fox can consume 300-400g of wildlife each night. They
also spread noxious and habitat altering seeds. Feral cats
have an equivalent impact. Both species are declared pest
species. We learned that ground dwelling bird species are
2016 Biennial Count
particularly vulnerable.
Errors on data sheets created difficulty in compiling the
There are many approaches to management available but
report so outcome report has been delayed. Survey routes
some are limited by the coastal environment and, given these
were extended/expanded and Hooded Plover numbers were
limitations the best options are up by 178 (Hooded Plover density on Mornington Peninsula in  1080 baits - nasty death and high off target risk
2010 was 2.6 and in 2016 was 2.09). Kasun explained that
 PAPP - a more humane death, antidote is available if early
due to limited habitat our birds disperse to other regions. The
detection, caching occurs
2018 report should be available in June or July.
 Injectors - high off target risk to dogs, decreases risk of
caching though difficult to anchor in sand, currently only
Kasun briefly discussed the successful flagging of 5 fledglings
available in 1080.
in February and described our season as average overall.
Trapping is an effective method but such a large area to
11:55 - 12:40 Holly spoke about her primary role which
cover to check traps so very labour intensive. Also limitations
includes working with BirdLife and FoHP(MP), project
in method of quickly euthanising captured animals. The pros
managing pest control, coordination of seasonal and summer and cons of all methods was discussed and why PAPP has
rangers and education. Sue Finley was introduced to the
been chosen but perhaps interspacing bait/trapping over
group and provided details on pest weed control measures.
seasons to minimise the animals from “getting wise”.
Pest weed control (particularly sea spurge and sea wheat
10
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Methodology of PAPP - pulse of 8 weeks (1 week pre
programme monitoring, 4 weeks poison baiting, 2 weeks cat
trapping, 1 week post monitoring). Each cat must be taken to
vet for chip scanning. The target areas are based on
feedback from Holly or on positive sightings. We were
requested to report sightings/evidence of dens (dens can be
fumigated). Rod and Chantelle showed a slide that
demonstrated the differences between dog and fox paw
prints - very useful images and information that will be
forwarded on to FoHP(MP) via Holly.

Mark concluded his presentation by telling us about the newly Kasun followed up on a point that Neil had raised during his
created ‘restricted access detailed colony data’ on the portal. ‘beach leader presentation’ earlier in the day about
potentially too frequent visits to sites. BirdLife BNB’s team
14:00 - 14:45 Kasun ran a discussion and question session. would ideally like pairs monitored at least every four days
during the breeding season with increased frequency of
Paul explained the DELWP and MP Shire Council Memoranmonitoring when eggs are due to hatch and when chicks are
dum of Understanding which allows authorised officers to
due to fledge. Kasun reminded us to spread our resources so
enter local beaches for dog regulation compliance. This will
that some territories are not over visited to the detriment of
occur in addition to Foreshore Committees of Management
other areas.
(FCoM) own patrols. FCoM are paying for this arrangement.
Holly added that summer rangers will be given a tick list to
Volunteer recruitment: ? change traditional approach of
record what they’re seeing in an attempt to improve the
workshops. Perhaps instead organise some beach walks, very quality of information provided to seasonal rangers for Portal
13:30 - 14:00 After lunch we were briefly shown the
‘hands on’ with provision of information. Put information/
fabulous presentation put together by the summer rangers
entry.
called ‘Six Things We Learned About Hooded Plovers’. Val will stories/anecdotes on Facebook and in community magazines. Kasun reiterated the importance of the Wheat Grass
The cost benefit of workshops is not great. ? need to further management for dune preservation.
put the link to this delightful presentation in the newsletter.
embrace Parks Connect - opportunity to engage with a new
Mark thanked all involved in the day and closed the meeting
Mark provided an overview of the Red-capped Plover project
population of volunteers.
at 14:45.
running in Balnarring, Point Leo and Shoreham.
Nest cameras: for RCPs and at a few prescribed Hoodie
Karen Wootton
Third year of project, support from the Foreshore Committee
sites. Potential to gain a broader environmental picture of the
of Management.
area (beach use and other factors). Care with placement
RCPs are not currently federally listed as threatened but they
though as risk of drawing unwanted and potentially
are subject to the same pressures as other BNBs. A Coast
destructive attention.
Care grant has supported the running of a workshop and the
Hoodie pie
Summer rangers: great rapport and engagement with the
flagging of some birds.
community and a presence on the beaches (to ease pressure
The number of nests this season was similar to last season
A pie made by friends of mine.
on volunteers). Mark raised the point that their knowledge of
but hatching was down. Last season 8 out of 25 chicks
No Hoodies were harmed in the making of this pie!
regulations is not strong. Kris explained that there is only a
fledged, this season 2 out of 5 chicks fledged.
Karen Wootton
short period to impart vital information or build on existing
knowledge from previous year as turnover is high.
Balnarring has 100 permits issued for horse training which
Opportunity is opened up to new applicants each year in an
encompasses the nesting area. All 15 nests at Balnarring
attempt to ensure fairness.
were lost prior to hatching. Whilst there were no reports of
eggs being crushed by horses the impact on the sand of
Red-capped Plovers: a study on the impact of horse
horse training will be assessed by the Deakin Honours
training on invertebrate density on beaches by Deakin
student. The disturbance to the sand also impacts by pushing Honours student should commence mid year. It will be
beach users further up the beach - away from the churned
conducted at various sites (Balnarring and Belfast Reserve).
sand and toward the nesting areas.
There will be comparison between training and non training
Point Leo/Shoreham provided 2 fledglings from Point Leo
east end and Mark showed some great photos demonstrating
some RCP’s behaviour. We learned that RCPs are not
dedicated to a territory and monitoring can be challenging
with chaotic birds living in a chaotic environment. Different
pairs appear to have different breeding strategies and many
questions remain. Are pairs faithful to each other, what
factors influence nesting (food availability, camouflage etc).
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areas. Gunnamatta and St Andrews beach may also be
included, Kris reported that there have been some racehorses
accessing St Andrews beach.
Beach Nesting Birds Conference: Kasun outlined an
exciting selection of speakers and encouraged us to attend
the conference held in Inverloch late May. Kris Rowe will
present and further information is available on the BirdLife
Australia website.
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7TH BEACH-NESTING BIRDS CONFERENCE
Over 150 beach-nesting bird lovers convened at the small
Victorian town of Inverloch, near the picturesque Anderson’s
inlet, for the 2019 Beach-nesting Birds Conference, hosted by
BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds Program team.

The Beach-nesting Birds team with international guests
from South Africa, Mark and Brittany.

The weekend was a smashing success including presentations, workshops, field trips and even a trivia night. We look
forward to the next Beach-nesting Birds Conference in
another two years!
Beach-nesting Birds team

Photos from Hooded Plover Volunteers Facebook

BirdLife Australia’s campaigns team staff were on hand for
the conference with Conservation Campaigner, Andrew
Hunter, delivering a joint presentation with Victorian National
Parks Association Nature Campaigner Shannon Hurley on a
collaborative campaign to save important Hooded Plover
Almost every state and territory were represented and there
habitat at the Belfast Coastal Reserve, near Warrnambool,
was even an international presence, with the keynote
from an expanded commercial race horse industry that will
speaker Dr Mark Brown coming from Nature’s Valley Trust,
see over 160 horses racing up and down this habitat each
South Africa, to discuss his organisation’s efforts to engage
day. The presentation proved that when organisations work
with the local community on Beach-nesting bird conservation.
together and play to their strengths, they can influence posiThe diversity of presentations was rich and inspired great
tive change. Currently, there are no legal commercial racebreak conversations. From a talk on the pre-natal acoustics
horses training on the beaches at Belfast Coastal Reserve,
to creating a Tinder profile for plovers to engage with the
giving the Vulnerable Hooded Plovers a temporary reprieve.
community, each presentation kept attendees on the edges
Andrew also delivered two Advocacy workshops for the
of their seats.
conference, putting attendees in the shoes of a campaigner
BirdLife Northern Rivers gave a talk about their efforts to help for an hour and providing them with some tools and tactics to
the Beach Stone-curlew and the collaborative efforts between develop their own conservation campaigns. Participants were
volunteers, local council and the BNB team, and BirdLife Bass given a quick briefing on the strategy thinking behind BirdLife
Coast members were pivotal to helping the event run, leading Australia’s campaign planning and then were asked to
field trips and assisting with setting up the hall, washing
develop their own strategies, in small groups, using real life,
thousands of dishes, etc. Grainne Maguire and the rest of the and in some cases live, conservation campaign scenarios.
conference team are incredibly grateful: “The local branch
The workshop was a hit but proved that you cannot develop
are absolute gems”, she says!
a successful campaign in less than an hour!

Kris Rowe, Parks Victoria
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Come and get it
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BELLARINE/BREAMLEA NEWS
BELLARINE NEWS

BREAMLEA NEWS

Flocking is still underway along our stretch of coast as well as
sightings of our 'locals' holding their territory.

TO DREDGE OR NOT TO DREDGE, THAT IS THE
QUESTION

Mornington Peninsula volunteers were overjoyed to learn that
'their' juvenile, KW (White) was spotted at Collendina by John
Murray in late June. Our Mornington Peninsula import MD
(White) has been observed holding territory with HY
(Orange) at Point Lonsdale this week.

Thompsons Creek estuary, home to hoodies and feeding
grounds to other shorebirds, has been blocked for a period of
time. It was last dredged in 2016 and although the creek is
swollen with fresh water, due to consistent rainfall this
winter, it has not yet broken through (despite illegal dredging
attempts). The nearby paddocks are flooded and water is
partly over the main road in Breamlea. A pair of swans in the
Breamlea saltmarsh has been observed building up their
current nest as the water level rises.

On 19 May, a flock of 21 hoodies were spotted at Lake
Murtnaghurt by Geelong Field Naturalist Club members David
Boyle and Chris White. This flock included 18 adults and 3
juveniles: 21 Left (Yellow), XU Left (Orange), UU Left
(White), AD Left (White), VL Right (Orange), CP Left
(Orange).
EH, PC, AY and unbanded at Blue Rocks, 13th Beach June 2019.
Photo by Andrea Dennett

In late June, a flock of 11 (9 adults, 1 sub-adult and 1 juvenile) was spotted at 29W, 13th Beach including: SN Left
(Orange), CR Right (Orange), AD Left (White), UU Left
(White).

Murtnaghurt flock May 2019. Photo by David Boyle

On the same day, George Appleby spotted a flock of
9 hoodies (7 adults and 2 juveniles) at Freshwater Lake (near
Point Lonsdale) including MD (White) and MB (White).
The 'locals' were flocking at Blue Rocks in June when EH
Right (Orange) and PC Right (Orange) were spotted with
Bancoora Beach pair, AY Right (Orange) and AY's unbanded
partner.
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Water over road from rising creek.
Photo by Jennie Turner

10 of 11 hoodies flocking 29W 13th Beach late June 2019.
Photo by Andrea Dennett
13

The Corangamite Catchment Management Authority
(CCMA) is responsible for this estuary and it recently
organised an information session in Breamlea to inform
community members and agencies about the natural
processes and estuary management at Thompsons Creek.
July 2019

The forum opened with a Welcome to Country by
Wadawurrung Traditional Owners and featured
independent scientists and representatives from local
and regional government agencies and special guest,
Darren Cheeseman MP.
The speakers covered a wide range of issues, including
the impacts of artificially opening estuaries, flora and
fauna, aquatic life and the role of citizen science.

objective of the event.

The day concluded with a walk to the berm (sand bar)
to highlight values and threats to the estuary where we
saw three Hooded Plovers, Red-capped Plovers, Rednecked Stints and Double-banded Plovers, some in their
breeding plumage in readiness for returning to New
Zealand. Unfortunately one of the unbanded Breamlea
birds disappeared last season but there are continued
Jennie gave a brief presentation on the shorebirds at
sightings of the ‘mystery hoodie’ with the blank orange
the creek, with particular emphasis on the hoodies - the flag. Volunteer, Jan Lierich had also recently spotted EJ
unbanded pair on the Breamlea side and JM and EJ at
and JM with a juvenile and a subadult. JM was being very
the nudist beach on the Torquay side.
territorial and appeared to have his eye on the subadult! Not
surprising, given the newly-formed partnerships at Point
Craig Morley from the Geelong Field Naturalist Club and
Lonsdale last season.
Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional Group
Co-ordinator, also spoke of the important feeding grounds for Thompsons Creek estuary was a regular destination for
this species at Thompsons Creek.
people of the Wathaurong Nation over thousands of years.
They regularly used Thompsons Creek (formally Bream
It was explained that Thompsons Creek was an ‘intermittently
Creek) for ceremonies and to harvest food from the sea.
open and closed estuary’ listed as “Assemblages of species
William Buckley, who escaped in 1803 from the convict
associated with open-coast salt-wedge estuaries of western
settlement at Sullivan’s Bay (about where Sorrento is today),
and central Victoria” under national environment law.
lived in and around the estuary with the local indigenous
Of all the estuaries managed by the CCMA, only the Barwon
people for over 30 years. Buckley’s Bay (Breamlea beach) is
River estuary stayed open all the time. Many of Victoria’s
named after him.
estuaries close intermittently as a result of sand bar
formation at the estuary entrance. This usually occurs during Great Ocean Road Coast Committee (GORCC) recently
periods of low freshwater inflow. Intermittently closed
declared the area between Thompsons Creek at Point
estuary entrances are a natural feature of the Victorian
Impossible and the southwest extent of the nudist beach on
coastline and can be critical to the ecology and physical form the Surf Coast as a permanent Shorebird Protection Zone,
of estuaries.
requiring dogs on lead at all times.
There was a lively Q & A session around whether to
artificially open the estuary or to let nature take its course.
Discussion focused on the many pros and cons
associated with artificially opening an estuary such as
unintended ecological consequences impacting on the
flora and fauna. A case of ‘winners’ and ‘losers’, where
some plants and animals benefit but others are
adversely effected. On the ‘pros’ side, if there is an
issue of public safety, such as water over roads, this is
one of the ‘trigger points’. On the basis that the water
levels have started to impact on built infrastructure and
inundate farm land, a permit to open is likely to be
sought in the coming days.
Feedback received from participant evaluation sheets
indicated that there was overall consensus and that people
went away with a lot of new knowledge which was the key
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Mystery Hoodie at Thompsons Creek Estuary.
Photo by David Turner

Whether or not Thompsons Creek is artificially opened this
time, it is certain that natural forces will again close it at
some stage. It has ever been thus.
Andrea Dennett, BirdLife Australia’s Friends of the Hooded
Plover, Bellarine
Julie Riley and Jennie Turner, BirdLife Australia’s Friends
of the Hooded Plover, Breamlea

On the eastern side of the creek, land manager,
The City of Greater Geelong, in Action 4.1.9 of its
‘Conservation Action Plan Hooded Plover 2019’,
has committed by 2021 to “Using science based

data to inform strategic planning decisions,
investigate the feasibility of establishing
‘Shorebird Protection Zones’ to better protect
significant nesting/flocking sites from off-leash
dogs and other human impacts”.

Long time bird watcher and hoodie volunteer,
Glenda Shomaly has recently observed that “the

creek is so close to the ocean now, the berm very
low, soft and washed by high tides, lots of seaweed for the many birds to rest and feed
amongst…love seeing the vast wetlands under
water again”.
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Thompsons Creek estuary when flowing. Photo by Jennie Turner
July 2019
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