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From the President
If we are interested in bird habitat at the local scale - say Devilbend
KBA and Woods Reserve, or the coast at Flinders -we must look at
the broader picture. The nomadic honeyeaters seasonally track food
sources (trees in bloom) and move over vast areas around the eastern
part of our continent. Waterbirds such as the blue-billed duck seeking
out fresh water lakes with swamp vegetation are nomadic, with some
regular seasonal movements and move as far as southern Queensland
and eastern South Australia. The migratory ruddy turnstones that you
see at Flinders head to northern Siberia annually to breed. So we need
to look at the continental scale and the global scale to get a better
picture.
It is getting more and more evident that we must also look at the longterm time scale, not just the seasonal movements. When the turnstone
hatchlings emerge there must be zillions of mosquitos available at that
precise time to eat and provide their necessary proteins. Their parents
fly thousands of kilometres to the southern hemisphere, so the
fledglings are left to their own devices until they are strong enough to
do likewise. We are talking about window of opportunity of only a
few short weeks before the blizzards come.
Do you get my gist? Time is of the essence: short-term, medium-term
and long-term. Split seconds needed to act and escape a predator. The
day and night cycle to feed and rest. The necessary seasons in which
to move to breeding grounds, and to get food. The climatic conditions
have to be just right for this. Different species have evolved with
different temperature needs. But the climate is changing gradually in
the long term, mainly due to greenhouse gases - the most prevalent of
these being CO2 from fossil fuels.
Is it right for our schoolkids to think of their futures and to bring it to
the attention of politicians? Is it right for notable concerned citizens
such as Tim Winton to speak out? Is it right for people from London,
Paris and Sweden to take to the streets? Is it right for anti-Adani
protesters to march to Canberra to exercise their democratic right to
protest? I believe so.
We are living on a planet with increasing frequency and severity of
fires, floods, storms and droughts, increasing acidity in oceans and
rising sea levels, and a horrific extinction rate. All caused by human
craving for fossil fuels.
Devilbend KBA, Woods Reserve, and Flinders may be small and
insignificant in the eyes of many people, but they are vital components
of a massive interconnected ecosystem. Each component gives us the
opportunity to carry out long-term monitoring and research as well as
educating our young citizens. Maybe through their actions we can
make a positive contribution towards protecting the species of the
planet and doing something to mitigate global warming and habitat
loss.
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Devilbend Foundation Inc.:
c/- WPPC PO Box 9, Hastings 3915
Phone 03 5977 0131
Email President Roger Richards:
ornithology3@yahoo.com.au
2018-2019 DFI Council: Roger Richards (President), Annabel Richards
(Secretary), Martin Thraves (Treasurer),
Marnie Fitzsimons (FOD Co-ordinator), Jamie
Edgerton, Jill McIvor, Anthony Fennell, Hansi
Wegner, Michael Mann
The following 2018-2019 member groups
are represented on Committee:
Birdlife Australia; Friends of Kangerong Flora
Reserve; Mornington Environment Assn.;
Peninsula Field Naturalists Club; MP Ratepayers
& Residents Assn; Southern Peninsula
Indigenous Flora & Fauna Assn; Westernport &
Peninsula Protection Council, BERG
To join the “Friends of Daangean”, contact
Marnie Fitzsimons at marniefitz1@gmail.com
SPIFFA meets 7.30pm at Seawinds Hub 11A
Allambi Ave, Rosebud, Melway 169 K5, on the
first Monday of each month with a speaker, & oft
times plant identification, followed by tea and
cake

EDITORS NOTE
The Ambassador Program has begun again,
this year with new students from the two
participating schools.
Last November Hansi began a turtle
monitoring project and it was disturbing to see
all the raided nests, the villain on the scene
being Foxy Loxy. It is hoped Jacqui’s grant
application for a fox control program is fruitful
(see further on).
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The presence in April of endangered Blue-billed and Freckled Ducks
at Devilbend KBA (when so many other areas are dry) just emphasises
the importance of this artificially constructed wetland when so many
of the natural streams have dried up or have disappeared altogether.
Roger Richards 1 May 2019
President, Devilbend Foundation Inc.
Note: If you know anybody wishing to be involved in monitoring,
community science, or other activities please contact me at
ornithology3@yahoo.com.au or PO Box 21 Hastings Vic 3915
WANTED
Someone to provide expertise and time to look for and apply for a
suitable grant ($15,000 to $20,000) on behalf of the Friends of
Daangean volunteers.
The FoD bush maintenance team has been plugging away for at least
10 years in the attempt to rid the western portion of Devilbend Reserve
(including the Woodland Break block) of the ubiquitous weed ‘Sweet
Pittosporum’. Without some serious outside help the team will still be
there in another 10 years. However, by then most will be old enough to
be weeding from their wheelie walkers or Bath Chairs.

FoD & DFI members were unable to assist
Devilbend Landcare in the Clean Up Australia
Day this year as the Shire deemed DB’s
surrounding roads too dangerous. Traffic
control required on roads with speeds in excess
of 40kmh. Very expensive and lots of
departments involved in the process!
Whether we volunteers are doing weeding,
Waterwatch, turtle monitoring, bird counting,
or anything else related to DNFR we are
confronted by excessive amounts of roadside
rubbish. Rubbish within the reserve is evident
and constant gate mangling is tedious and
costly. See Shire rubbish report in FoD
column.
Volunteer Activity Plan funding may be
available and will be determined annually by
the Community Engagement and Partnerships
Manager in each region. If funding is available
volunteer groups may purchase minor tools or
equipment, safety items including personal
protection equipment (ppe) chemicals and/or
project materials required to undertake project
activities. It is also available for accredited
training and some group administration related
items.
Please note; funding is not available for
events, catering, fund raising activities, guest
speakers or excursions.
Bath Chairs originated in UK. They were
devised by James Heath of Bath about 1750.
While researching Bath Chairs I found some
images relating to Kevin’s articles so I have
included them.
Marnie Fitzsimons

Image Wikipedia

Bath Chairs are three-wheeled chairs for the elderly

FOUNDATION NEWS
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL
Dear Devilbender,
This year has seen a continuation of our efforts to retain Devilbend as a prime Conservation Area, and see it grow into
the key Biodiversity Area that we believe is its natural place.
Our year runs from 1st July to 30th June and thus it is time for me to ask you to re-subscribe to our membership list for
2019/20, and help us to continue the work at hand.
This year we are planning many new initiatives and your participation is valued more than ever.
Your subscription of $20 will ensure that this is so.
There are three ways that this subscription can be paid:1/ by Bank Transfer to
BSB 633-000 A/c No 129079448 Devilbend Foundation Inc. (please insert your surname for a receipt)
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2/ by cheque, payable to Devilbend Foundation Inc., mailed c/- WPPC PO Box 9 Hastings 3915
3/ by depositing into the above account number at any Bendigo Community Bank
Please also note that the DFI Trust is registered for tax deductibility should you wish to add a donation to your
subscription. Any donation over $2.00 is tax deductible. Yours Sincerely
Roger Richards
FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FoD)
rd

February 23 seven members of the bush maintenance crew turned out to tackle the pitto invasion. My new car, Iona,
of eight days put her best wheels forward as she ventured along the bush track to the site of the action. She has sensors
in the front and back bumpers - which were a trifle concerned when I ventured too close to a tree or a bracken frond.
The bush was exceedingly dry due to the lack of rain for a long
time. The pittos were hard to pull, even the small ones, which
were inclined to break rather than surrender their roots from the
ground. Julie was unable to assist this day due to a sore knee but
she arrived at smoko time with cake. What an absolute treasure
she is!

February Weeding Team image Marnie Fitzsimons

March 27th was abandoned due to inclement weather. It fined up
too late to resume. I returned home to phone people and didn’t
have their numbers anyway. Hansi was having his turtle
monitoring the same day and Geordie, who intended weeding,
went turtling instead. The turtle team was very wet. Meredith also
intended weeding and loitered about the picnic ground waiting for
someone show up. I was there but she didn’t recognise my new
car, and I didn’t recognise hers. We were parked behind each
other!

April 27th was a pleasant day in the bush. A small amount of rain
the previous night made pitto pulling a mite easier: the small ones relinquished their hold in the ground as did some of
the larger ones. Several boneseed and gorse plants were evident in
this area. We didn’t get far into the bigger and thicker plants
because previous work was poorly done and re-sprouting was
prolific, so that needed dealing with. Nothing was evident in the
way of flora or fungi so far in the thick undergrowth of the forest
floor - however, a few leaves of the large tongue orchid were
visible in some clearer spots. A sizeable population of them is
struggling where the mowing contactor annually decapitates them
and should rain come at the right time then flowers might appear.
Parks Vic is treating their volunteers to a day at Healesville
Sanctuary towards the end of May. Last time, because we are
special, we were privy to the Helmeted Honeyeater breeding
enclosure surrounds and a talk on the program to save this species
from extinction.
April Geordie & Julie image Marnie Fitzsimons
Never a volunteering day goes by without me, and others,
notifying the shire about dumped rubbish on the Devilbend roads. In one of my notifications I asked if there was a cost
figure available for cleaning up those roads. Below is the reply from Krystal Millen, Cleansing & Drainage Contract
Facilitator – Roads Drainage & Cleansing Operations for Mornington Peninsula Shire. I thank her for her response.
It’s a shame visitors et al don’t treat our Devilbend Reserve, within and without, with the respect and joy it deserves.

To help you understand the costs involved in cleaning the surrounding roads of Devilbend Reserve, I’ve
included the following information:
To remove scheduled and reported street and drain litter across the Peninsula, the Shire have allocated
approximately $725,000 each year. This includes activities such as illegally dumped waste, litter
collection, Clean up Australia Day, surveillance systems and of course associated tipping costs.
228 out of the 4262 waste service requests reported between Jan ‘18 and Jan ‘19 were associated with
Derril, Graydens, Hodgins and Stumpy Gully Roads.
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The Shire collected a staggering 6,600 cubic metres of hard waste associated with dumped waste that
year. This averaged a collection of 1.5 cubic metres per request.
The Shire is in conversation with Parks Vic to address dumped waste on these roads and a surveillance
trial is to begin. We have fluctuating periods when dumped waste is an issue and along with the
Community, it’s up to the Shire to continually educate to reduce these numbers.
Krystal Millen
Marnie Fitzsimons
VOLUNTEER WATER-QUALITY SURVEYING

Waterwatch Report
The Waterwatch team continues to carry out our monthly water monitoring at Devilbend and Bittern reservoirs. We
are quite happy with our efforts and achievements. We have recorded information between the 58 and 66 times that
we visited; tested the water, monitored the sites for water levels, vandalism and rubbish, and uploaded the data to the
Melbourne Water website; http://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/water_data_portal.php This is the data portal for
Melbourne Water; http://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/cb_pages/monitoring.php and this is the one we log onto to
upload data. Here you can see the results. Some universities are now using the large amount of data we have
collected for their different studies so it is very useful. Sometimes it is not practical to monitor a couple of sites such
as the catch drain near Devilbend Creek and the new Dwarf Galaxia refuge pond as they are currently dry due to lack
of rain.

Ph & Electrical Conductivity Data MW

We have seen a lot of changes over our time at both reservoirs,
including the great work the other groups are doing and the results
of their endeavours. Among these changes has been the
construction of the fishing platform, walking tracks and paths, and
the launching area for the non-motorized water craft.
The water
quality has
remained
very good at
Devilbend,
with the
readings
consistent
even though
there has
Devilbend Water Level Site 2 image Marnie Fitzsimons
been very
little rain. The water level is the lowest that I have seen it in all
the time we have been monitoring it. However, Bittern reservoir
has not fared quite as well quality-wise. When we test for
conductivity with a special meter it is measures the salt content
in the water. Normally the measurement would be approx.

Bittern Water Level Site 3 image Marnie Fitzsimons
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1100 -1500 ms but at the last test it was 4800 ms. As the water level drops the salt content stays much the same but it
is concentrated in less water. After speaking to Melbourne Water they are of the opinion it would likely have an
adverse effect on the bugs and macroinvertebrates in the water. Once we get some substantial winter rain it should
start to return to normal.
In April the water levels were so low that only one sample was taken from Devilbend at site 1.
There is still very little rubbish being left behind by people in general. This is great to see as last year it was getting
fairly bad. There is now constant damage being done to the gates (especially at Bittern) keeping Parks Vic very busy:
as soon as it is repaired the vandals are at it again.
Cheers Graham White
Like Graham, I’ve never seen Devilbend and Bittern reservoirs so low. Sections of the surrounding catch drain have
crazy clay paving and have been dry for so long now it’s
hard to imagine water will return.

Devilbend Fishing Platform image Marnie Fitzsimons

Bittern Catch Drain image Marnie Fitzsimons

The contractors, whoever they may be, are heavy-handed with their mowing. The catchdrain has been mown very low
and driven across thereby destroying any frog habitat that existed. The embankments are scalped in many places which may have destroyed any possible turtle nests the monitors might have overlooked.
At this stage the Dwarf Galaxia introduction looks a distant project!
Marnie Fitzsimons

Macroinvertebrate survey
See remarks in Ambassador Co-ordinator Comments
DEVILBEND TURTLES
Turtle Monitoring Report: Citizen Science and the monitoring of the Eastern Long-necked Turtle
The Devilbend NFR turtle monitoring program
began in November 2018 in response to
concerns around turtle nests that were being
dug up by foxes. After investigating a bit, I
realised that we had no idea, nor was there any
information elsewhere, of how turtles in
Devilbend were faring; what numbers of nests
were being dug up; where the turtles were
nesting within the park; or if the turtles therein
have a good cross-section of age dynamic.
These were questions that needed answers.
With Parks Victoria being 100% supportive of
starting a monitoring program within
Devilbend, we were off and running, well …
actually walking A LOT - a real lot! Since
starting in November and finishing at the end of
5
December Turtle Team Devilbend image Marnie Fitzsimons

March, with the help of a fabulous bunch of volunteers, we have successfully mapped the entire reserve. We covered
the shoreline and surrounding areas methodically twice, looking for turtle activity and recording every turtle nest
discovered and raided by foxes this season.
I'd like to take this opportunity to say 'thank you' to everyone who have helped me in the reserve over the last number
of months. Whether you've contributed a few hours or many, it's all helped to make a difference. The information we
collected is going to allow us to make a real difference this coming nesting season.
The next stage for the turtles prior to the coming nesting season later this year is some revegetation work in two key
areas where the turtles like to lay their eggs. Improving habitat around the reserve in key areas will not only assist the
turtles, but will also be positive for the bird life.
Rachel Devlin is currently working with me on putting
together some information to present to Parks Vic, the
Shire & Melbourne Water so they're fully aware of the
situation of the turtles at Devilbend. They can then use that
information to adjust their management plans in relation to
fox control in the surrounding areas. With turtles breeding
along the catch drain, management of those areas by
Melbourne Water can be adjusted to best suit the breeding
cycle.
I should also mention that Jacqueline Salter from MPLN is
rallying the troops of the local Landcare group to assist,
and that private landholders can also do their bit, whether
not they belong to the Landcare network.

or

Later this year, when the next egg laying season begins,
the plan is to monitor the nesting sites fortnightly. This
includes a rapid response team that is available to go out
during rain events and be 'Johnny on the spot'. They will
aim to cover new nests laid by turtles with the mesh
provided by Parks Victoria prior to the foxes finding them.
This technique throughout the state has been found to be
very successful as long as you can get to the nest before
the foxes do.
Raided Nest Devilbend image Hansi Wegner
Finding the turtle nests can be quite difficult unless we're
there within a day or so of the turtles laying. Another
option is to use a sniffer dog that's trained in finding turtle nests: however this option would require
funding/sponsorship. So if you feel that you would like to help and don't have the physical hours to provide on the
ground, there is the option to donate. The funds would go towards training the turtle sniffer dog, the purchase of plants
to improve shoreline habitat for turtles and birds, and a new GPS to help plot nest locations for collecting data.

For anyone that would like to volunteer and help with this turtle monitoring program, it is listed on the Parks connect
website in association with the Friends of Daangean. https://www.parkconnect.vic.gov.au/
Or if you'd like to contact me directly to answer any questions you have, you can do so via hansiwegner@gmail.com
Turtle Program Coordinator
DEVILBEND AMBASSADOR REPORT
Moorooduc Primary School
Our Devilbend experience so far…
On our first day at Devilbend we could see the bright colours of the autumn leaves flashing like fireworks as we
entered the Reservoir. It was the perfect weather to go for a walk looking for Long-neck Turtle nests. We teamed up
with Tyabb Railway Station PS students. While walking we could hear the sounds of the trees rustling, birds chirping
and the squishy sound of the mud beneath our feet. To find the nests we were walking through a dam. Sadly, most of
the nests we found were dug out by foxes. It was incredibly interesting because inside the nests were a couple of
broken eggshells. We put a little blue flag beside each nest to mark where we found them.
A couple of weeks later we had another Devilbend mission! We participated in a Clean-Up Australia Day in the
Devilbend Reservoir. When we got there colours of the autumn leaves were beautiful as we walked past them. Hansi
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gave each pair or group of three two different bags: one for recyclable rubbish and the other for bad rubbish. We
walked around and picked every piece of rubbish we could find. In total we found six bags of harmful rubbish and
three bags of recyclable rubbish.
Tianah and Madeleine
Tyabb Railway Station Primary School
For three weeks the Devilbend Ambassadors have been going to
Devilbend with the Ambassadors from Moorooduc Primary School.
For the first session we were doing a turtle survey to find holes that
haven’t been raided by foxes and other rodents. We only found two
holes that had full eggs in them.
On the second week we did Clean-Up Australia Day. The oddest
thing we found was a fishing lure, and two chairs that we were
recycling, but sadly one of them broke. Also, we found lots of litter
- but not as much as last year.

Macroinvertebrate Day image Hansi Wegner

On the third visit, we did a macro-invertebrate survey. Macro-invertebrates are little bugs that have no spine and live
in the water. We found over 500 shrimp and at least two fish. We also found a lot of natural sea* grass while catching
the macro-invertebrates. A lady from Melbourne Water came to help us during that session.
Madi, Sam, Amy and Taylor
*Sea grass grows in the sea

Co-ordinator Comments
Discover and learn
I'm very excited to welcome the new 2019 School Ambassadors from Moorooduc Primary School and Tyabb Railway
Station Primary School to Devilbend.
During term 1 the new Ambassadors went out to the reserve three
times. On one of their visits they completed a turtle nest survey in
a small section of the park with the
information they all collected going
towards assessing the health of our resident
turtle population.

Turtle Ambassadors for 2019 image Hansi Wegner

Rolling up their sleeves for Clean Up
Australia Day they got stuck in to cleaning
up around the picnic ground. Once this was
spick & span they headed down to the
shoreline to do some weeding. They spent
nearly an hour removing Sallow Wattle. On
their final visit for Term 1 we were
fortunate to have Yvonne from Melbourne

Water to teach us all about the macroinvertebrates that live in the water. Twenty-two types

Pygmy Perch image Hansi Wegner

Yvonne in the Bulrushes image Hansi Wegner

of bugs
were
found.
Each
bug has
a rating
out of 10
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indicating water quality. Seven was the highest, meaning the water is in great condition. It was so much fun and when
you have bugs with names like “Head Banging Caddis “or other ones that get around using their bum jets. You can
imagine we also had a few laughs.
We even found a few species we didn't know existed there: the pygmy perch is pictured along with all the fun we had.
A big thank you to from Melbourne Water for coming down and teaching us all about what lives in the water.
Yvonne

Hansi Wegner
Program / School Ambassadors coordinator

PARKS VIC NEWS
DEVILBEND RESERVE – RANGER’S UPDATE MAY 2019
The summer period saw quite a few park visitors enjoying the reserve - whether it be walking, fishing, kayaking, or
picnicking. As Park staff it’s great to see people out and about. The highlight of the holiday period was the Junior
Ranger Program over January, and the latest in April. The program was called ‘Mini Beasts’ which focused on
educating kids and parents on water quality: how we can test for it, and ways of protecting our waterways. The kids
enjoyed capturing macroinvertebrates from the shoreline (getting all muddy), then looking at what they caught and
keying them out to see if they are sensitive or tolerant species.
The water tank art project with the Bunurong Land council and
Bunjilwarra has been completed now. Thanks to Hansi, Adam
Magennis and the Bunjilwarra for their time and effort over the
months to finish the work.
Park staff, between many fire deployments to Gippsland, have
been working on blackberry spraying throughout the Northern
Peninsula area, and fixing ongoing vandalism of graffiti, fences
and gates. Replacement of the Bittern gate saw the car park
closed for some weeks.
Students from Chisholm TAFE have spent a bit of time in the
Woodlands Break, cutting and dabbing Sweet Pittosporum and
learning different techniques of treating woody weeds. The
Painted Water Tank image Sam Pollard
reserve also had 95 students from Monash University on a field
trip to study Sweet Pittosporum at three sites: these included the Woodland Break, behind Bittern Reservoir, and the
Bushbroker block. The students were looking at soil type, treatment type, the history of the area, and vectors of how
they spread or got there. Each student on the day pulled out at least one plant to help with the removal at the
Woodlands Break.
Up and coming
Annual Planting Day 27th July 2019
Community Weeding Day 31st August 2019
For all volunteers who have not yet registered to Parks
Victoria Parkconnect please register at following the link
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/get-involved/volunteer/join
Weed of the Month – Gorse Ulex europaeus
Gorse is a weed of national significance. It is a prickly,
perennial, evergreen legume which, if left undisturbed will
grow to a height of more than three metres. The plant seems
to flower twice a year with bright yellow pea-like flowers
Flowering Gorse image Sam Pollard
and produces huge number of seeds which can remain
dormant in the soil for up to 30 years. Prevention is the best
means of control, but infestations can be treated by herbicide spraying or cut and painting herbicide.
Sam Pollard
Ranger Northern Peninsula Parks & Reserves
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LINKING THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA LANDSCAPE PROJECT

Proposed Devilbend Wildlife Protection Project
Devilbend Landcare recently applied for a $20,000 grant offered by MP Greg Hunt for a ‘Devilbend Native Wildlife
Protection Project’. This project was inspired by Devilbend Foundation member Hansi Wegner, who alerted me to the
issue of foxes predating upon tortoise eggs at Devilbend Reserve. This project will engage neighbouring landholders
of Devilbend Reserve and empower them to protect native wildlife through educational workshops, pest plant and
animal control and indigenous planting. The project seeks to protect numerous State-listed species including Bluebilled Ducks, Growling Grass Frogs and Eastern Great Egret as well as the Eastern long-necked Turtle.
Calling all Bushland Regenerators!
Bushland regenerators will note with interest that there is a move to start a Victorian chapter of the Australian
Association of Bushland Regenerators as a community representative. Contact Rob Scott from Naturelinks for more
information: robscott@naturelinks.com.au
What does the fox say?
In raging winds, we hosted the fifth annual Landcare Puppet Show at Enviro Week at the Briars - which was a hoot!
The children loved learning about the difference between feral and native animals, sharing their own stories and
especially watching the fox dance to ‘What does the fox say?’

Above: Anne Tyrrell from Watson Creek Catchment Landcare who was one of four kind helpers who assisted with the
puppet show (as well as some fabulous students from Mt Eliza Secondary & Homesglen who helped with the music!).
World Wetland Day 2020 – would you like to be part of it?
Wetland enthusiasts are encouraged to contact Rob McNaught regarding Boneo Park’s proposed weekend-long World
Wetland Day expo in February next year if they’d like to be involved in the planning. Email: rob@boneopark.com.au
Grantmakers Network day
In early April, I had the pleasure of heading out to Devilbend Reserve and presenting to the Australian Environmental
Grantmakers Network, together with other passionate local people including Roger and Annabel Richards, Karri Giles
and Gidja Walker. I presented about the MPLN’s ‘Linking the Mornington Peninsula Landscape’ project. The LMPL
project has funded six Landcare groups to engage their local community in a targeted area to develop biolinks plans.
Each group has since received the funding for on-ground works. We are currently seeking funding for our remaining
five Landcare groups.
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Above: Jacqui presenting to a packed crowd (you can’t see them all) about the MPLN’s successful ‘Linking the
Mornington Peninsula Landscape’ project for the ‘Australian Environmental Grantmakers Network’ Field trip at
Devilbend.
Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat Biolink
The GB2AS project is sailing along smoothly under the guidance of Project Co-ordinator Chantal Kelly. She’s
recently undertaken an audit of the bushland regeneration works. She is now focussing on engaging more landholders
along Splitters Creek; supporting landholders to undertake fauna camera monitoring on their properties; and
continuing feral control works. For more information, contact gb2as@mplandcare.org
Jacqueline.salter@mornpen.vic.gov.au or phone 0408 213 079.
Jacqui Salter, Landcare Facilitator

OPINIONS & OTHER COMMENTS CORNER
Disclaimer: The views expressed in here do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or DFI

FEATHERTAILS
Bob the local firewood man called at my Bairnsdale office one day and asked if I was interested in flying mice. I knew
he was referring to Feathertail gliders as they are common throughout East Gippsland (although rarely seen). It seems
that Bob was cutting firewood in some Red Box country and on occasions a tree that he felled contained a nest of
Feathertails. I asked Bob what he did with them. He said that he tried to catch them to put them in another tree but if
there were Kookaburras in the vicinity they would swoop on the Feathertails before he could rescue them.
A week or two later Bob came in with a box containing a family of live Feathertails. It was the first time I had handled
a Feathertail. Holding one in my cupped hand was interesting, as they had the ability to squeeze through the smallest
of openings. They are beautiful little animals weighing less than an ounce, with silky hair and stiff hairs along the tail
giving a feathered appearance. I temporarily put the box of Feathertails in the lounge at home and someone took the
lid off and all the Feathertails disappeared and hid in different parts of the room. Later that night we turned all the
house lights out and waited for about ten minutes then turned the lights on again. The Feathertails had all come out of
hiding and were running up and down the curtains and over the furniture. With
some difficulty the family and I were able to recapture them and put them
back in the box.
I sent the Feathertails down to head office in Melbourne, as I thought they
could be relocated into a suitable habitat. Another family that Bob brought in a
week or two later were also sent down to head office. Several months later I
happened to be at our head office and took the opportunity to call in at the
fauna laboratory to see what had happened to the Feathertails. I spoke to one
of the research staff and enquired about them. “There they are”, he said
pointing to some jars on the shelf. My lovely little families of Feathertails had
all been euthanised and preserved in jars of formalin.
Shortly after returning from Melbourne Bob was delivering a load of firewood
to the house and asked if I still wanted some flying mice.

Feathertail Glider image Wikipedia

“Bob” I said, “it’s best if we leave the flying mice to take their chances with the Kookaburras”.
Kevin Street
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THE BOBUCKS OF BENDOC
It was during my first winter at Mallacoota that I received a late night phone call from Bendoc. “Is that Mr Street the
Wildlife Officer?” the caller asked. He then went on to say that his name was Ian and he was an employee of the
Forests Commission working in the forest around Bendoc. From the information he provided it appeared that Ian had
found a line of possum snares set on an old logging track a few miles from Bendoc. “There were a couple of dead
Bobucks (Mountain possums) in the snares but I didn`t touch them,” Ian reported. “I`ll come up in the morning and
see what’s going on” I replied. However, Ian suggested that I come up after dark; “The whole town will know you’re
here if you come up during the day. You can stay in one of the Forestry huts”. So, with that, I arranged to meet Ian at
the Forests Commission camp the following evening.
The Mountain Possums or Bobucks as they are commonly called are large possums, a little larger than the common
Brush-tail possum, and they generally inhabit the more mountainous areas of eastern Australia. Up until 1961 the
Victorian Government occasionally declared a licenced season for killing possums and marketing their skins. This was
in response to complaints of possums causing damage. Licence holders were given a permit to take 200 possums and
if they filled that quota they were issued another permit for a further 200. Some trappers would take possums during
the closed season and hold them in the hope that the Government would declare an open season sometime in the
future. I surmised that this was happening at Bendoc. During the last licensed possum trapping season, which from
memory was in 1960, first quality Bobuck skins were being sold at auction for seven pounds, about $200 at today’s
value.
Bendoc, which lies in a valley at the foot of Mt Delegate, is about 100kms north of Orbost and in 1961 had a
population of 131.The main centres of activity appeared to be the mill and the pub. It’s a small town off the beaten
track with the nearest towns of any size being Orbost in Victoria or Delegate in New South Wales.
The next morning, following directions from Ian I found the logging track now partly overgrown indicating that it was
no longer in use. It had been snowing on and off for some days prior to my arrival, in fact it started to snow as I
walked down the track to the site of the possum snares. About 100 metres along the way I found the first snare which
had a dead possum with a wire snare around its neck and hanging from a post angled into the ground. The method of
trapping the possums involved ramming a pole or sapling sharpened at both ends into the ground on an angle of about
60 degrees. A wire snare is then attached to the pole about ¾ of the way up and a noose positioned so that a possum
climbing the pole would put its head through on the way up. To attract the possum up the pole the trapper would lop
about 50cms of the top of a tree fern and then split that piece in half to expose its soft pithy centre. This soft centre of
the tree fern is a favourite food of Bobucks. One half of the tree fern section is then placed on the ground at the base of
the pole and the other placed on the sharpened top end of the pole.
Further along the track I found another snare holding a dead possum and the next snare
contained a live possum which had managed to get its head and forepaws through the
wire noose and now had the wire snare around its chest. The animal was in obvious
distress and made no attempt to struggle when I removed it from the snare and placed it
on the ground to recover.
In all I found about eight snares that contained three dead possums. I disabled the snares
that hadn’t been sprung but left the dead possums in their snares in the hope that I would
be able to apprehend the trapper or trappers when they visited the trap line.
Mountain Brushtail image
Wikipedia

However after two days of regular patrols in the area there was no sign of anyone
visiting the snares and I had a growing suspicion that locals seeing a strange LandRover
in the vicinity would alert the possum trappers of my presence.

On the morning of day three, Ian my Forests Commission informant, told me that there was a land gale warning out
for the high country so I decided to collect the snares and the dead possums and head back to Mallacoota. A night or
two later Ian rang again, “They knew you were there”, he said, “they saw your footprints in the snow and this
frightened them off.”
It was about that time that the Victorian Government decided to abandon the regular declaration of a possum trapping
season - no doubt influenced by the widespread revulsion to the fur trade and its inherent cruelty. The Bobucks of
Bendoc were safe at last.
Kevin Street
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BOOK REVIEW
Song of the Reed Warbler by Charles Massy
Is it too late to regenerate the earth?
This book presents transformative and regenerative agriculture procedures which allow a vital connection between soil
and health.
It describes a new way of farming, maximising water collection by funnelling drainage channels on to pastures and
into the land.
Paddocks are smaller and grazed or cropped in a rotation method, to allow complete rehabilitation of grass (often
native) and soils in between usage. Massy uses his personal experience - from an unknowing, chemical using farmer
to eventually become a radical ecologist farmer. He offers a tangible way forward for the future of our food supply,
the Australian landscape and our earth.
Annabel Richards

‘Predator’ found in creek
Concern for Tanti after discovery of ‘aggressive’ Eastern gambusia
Christian Tatman – Mornington Peninsula Leader

Tanti Creek Friends co-ordinator Marty Lenard is concerned after Eastern gambusia (inset) was found in the creek.
Picture: NORM OORLOFF
A FERAL fish species has been found in Mornington’s Tanti Creek for the first time.
Tanti Creek Friends co-ordinator Marty Lenard said a survey of the creek had detected the Eastern gambusia.
“Gambusia was introduced to Australia in 1925 to control mosquitoes,” he said.
“But they are aggressive predators, prolific breeders and have a high tolerance for poor water quality.
“There are minimal effective control options — the best approach is to ensure a healthy creek habitat so native fish
can be more resilient against the impacts of gambusia.”
Mr Lenard said the survey also found no loss any of the previously recorded species.
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“It concluded anecdotal evidence of diminishing fish populations is most likely due to limited ‘invitation’ flows of
water during past couple of spring migratory periods,” he said.
Mr Lenard said the headwaters of the creek couldn’t be sampled due to contamination.
“The pollution was coming from a storm water pipe that drains water from the light industrial/commercial area
between Watts Rd and the Mornington-Tyabb Rd,” he said.
The survey was funded by Australian Unity’s Healthcare Property Trust with support from Ramsay Healthcare and
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.
It followed concerns that urbanisation in the area had increased flows from stormwater drains leading to erosion of the
creek banks.
Melbourne Water’s regional services manager John Woodland said the body worked with the friends group and
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council to manage the health of Tanti Creek.
‘We carry out regular maintenance along Tanti Creek every two months to remove litter and debris and undertake
weed management to protect vegetation,” he said.
To get involved with Tanti Creek Friends group, phone 0427 888 712.
Jill McIver & Marty Lenard

Just to finish off. One day after one of the volunteering activities, when I was parked on the corner of Graydens Rd
and Derril Rd, I was approached by a girl who asked if I could direct her to the Mornington Peninsula. I began
laughing when I said, “you’re in it”. “Oh”, she replied, “I thought it was somewhere that you went to eat, like a
restaurant”.
Marnie Fitzsimons
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DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.

WE ARE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE ORGANISATION! HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS TO MAKE DEVILBEND A WORLD CLASS
CONSERVATION RESERVE!

All donations over $2 can be claimed by donors as tax-deductible, so do help us raise funds & benefit yourself as this financial
year comes to a close through our Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund as we are listed on the Register of
Environmental Organisations under Section 6.1.1 sub-section 30-55 (1) of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
Yes I would like to donate $................... to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund
[ ] I attach a cheque, or postal order addressed to:

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.
PO Box 9
Hastings
Vic 3915
[ ] I will use the Foundation’s Bendigo Bank, Mornington: BSB 633 000, ‘Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust
Fund Account’ number 130522204 & let you know that I donated to this account direct (Ring DFI Acting Treasurer
Annabel Richards on 5983 1294).
Name………………………………………………………….Signed…………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………..Date……
“STRATEGIC
STRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACH”
APPROACH BOOKLET
Please send me a copy of the Foundation’s 20-page coloured publication ‘Devilbend Reserve – A Strategic Planning
Approach’. Post form to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council

Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.
PO Box 9
Hastings
Vic 3915
Name…………………………………………………………..…..Phone……………………
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………

FRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERS
I’m interested in being a Devilbend Foundation supporter as a volunteer in the Friends of Daangean. Please keep me
in touch & note my name & contact details here.
Please contact Marnie Fitzsimons on 5981 2483 or marniefitz1@gmail.com or post this to PO Box 9 Hastings 3915
Name………………………………………………………………………….. (Please print)
Phone……………………………………Mobile………………………………………………
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………….
My special interest in Devilbend Reserve is……………………………………………………
Signed…………………………………………………..Date…………….

PO Box 9, Hastings 3915
GROUP MEMBERSHIP INVOICE 2016-17
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Group …………………………………………………………………………….
Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email address for contact…………………………………………………………………………………..
Membership fee: Full Group Membership $40 for large groups, $20 smaller.
Please make cheques to Devilbend Foundation Inc., & post to:

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc.
PO Box 9
Hastings
Vic 3915 or bring cheque or cash to the AGM.
Donation: $----- [Donations made to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund are tax deductible.]
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