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Welcome & Community Surveys  
Initiative 
Peninsula Speaks welcomes you to the autumn newsletter. It is time to embrace 
the crisp mornings and longer shadows. The change of colour in deciduous 
trees with leaf drop that used to regularly get raked into piles. The gentle sound 
of pedestrian and vehicle traffic crunching the leaves. Due to our changing 
seasons, it is a good time to reflect on what it is we love about living in this 
special corner of the world and how we protect and preserve the Mornington 
Peninsula into the future.  

To this aim, we at Peninsula Speaks Inc have launched an ambitious initiative 
to gather public opinion through an ongoing series of surveys. We wish to 
survey as many residents and ratepayers as possible to garner views on what 
makes the Mornington Peninsula so appealing. The process will involve simple 
online surveys on a wide ranging series of topics distributed electronically on a 
periodic basis. The results will be independently managed and analyzed to help 
shape future planning. 

Opinions will be sought on topics including: 

 How the Peninsula ‘looks’ by 2030 
 Environmental preservation and protection 
 Green Wedge 
 Emergency planning (including bushfires) 
 And more….. 
 
For data credibility and ongoing consistency we are asking that at least 3000 
locals make the effort to register to participate. You can do so by emailing 
info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au 

Please be assured that no identification or individual information will be 
shared. The surveys will be independently managed by Market Metrics and 
information analysed by the Strategic Planning Group. 

A big thank you to those who have already registered for participation. 

Christine Haydon & Peter Avery  

Have your say 
Autumn Edition, 2016 

Balcombe Estuary Reserves Group 
volunteers, working with Naturelinks 
had a glimpse of settled tiny bats and 
sugar gliders during a fauna box 
monitoring workshop on May 10. 
Bats, sugar gliders and a number of 
bird species depend on the hollows in 
old growth trees to roost and breed. 
With few such trees remaining 
around Mt Martha, fauna boxes 
provide an important alternative for 
these nocturnal creatures. 
Monitoring also involves recording 
the condition of each box and any 
maintenance requirements. 
Dale Westwood and Ben Hallpike 
from Naturelinks used a camera and 
light on a telescopic pole to inspect 
the boxes and data was uploaded 
immediately to a Shire database. 
The shadowy images recorded 
showed the folded wings of tiny bats 
as they hung upside down from the 
roughened interior of their box. 
“We found one very restless bat 
which stuck its little foot out the 
bottom of the box” said Bronwyn 
Street, one of the workshop 
participants. 
www.berg.org.au  

BERG Mt Martha 

 

Pam Hearn: camera has light on end to 
illuminate the inside of the box.  

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
http://www.berg.org.au
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Devilbend Reserve— important bird area worth keeping 
In May 2004, volunteers from the then Birds Australia (now BirdLife Australia) in conjunction with the Devilbend 
Foundation Inc, started a scientific monthly bird count for both waterbirds and bush birds.  This allowed Devilbend 
Reservoir to become one of Australia’s internationally recognised Important Bird Areas (IBAs). An IBA can lose its 
classification if the threats to it are not addressed and it becomes a lower priority for conservation.  
 
The Blue-billed Duck is a key bird species. They are completely aquatic and very sensitive to 
human presence, therefore protecting their habitat values is vital. There are concerns that if 
fishing from canoes were to be permitted Blue-billed Ducks and 50 other important wetland 
dependent birds could be affected. Devilbend Reservoir is the only spot on the Mornington 
Peninsula where Great Crested Grebes and Musk Ducks are consistently in residence. There 
is no other equivalent freshwater habitat on the Peninsula.   
 
A Community Workshop developed a Strategic Plan in 2007 using landscape ecology, 
adaptive management and intergenerational equity, building regional links, carrying out the 
necessary research and providing wider community education. Working together with 
Southern Peninsula Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association (SPIFFA) has proved 
rewarding by bringing in a younger group of people to continue the work of the Devilbend 
Foundation. It is the hope of many that the community’s conservation vision will be finally 
achieved. For information, see www.devilbendfoundation.org.au. 

Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network update 
The Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network's ‘Linking the Mornington Peninsula Landscape’ (LMPL) project is 
funded by Natural Resources Conservation League. It is now in its second year and has proved to be really 
successful. This project aims to reconnect fragmented remnants of indigenous vegetation to create wildlife 
corridors (biolinks) on the Mornington Peninsula. LMPL assists Mornington Peninsula Landcare groups to 
develop collaborative biolink plans with local landholders in priority regions.  
 
Mornington Peninsula Landcare groups have successfully applied to the Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment 
Management Authority and the State Government’s “Community Volunteer Action” for funding to implement on-
ground works, including: 
 
 Sheepwash Creek Catchment Landcare Group - “Sheepwash Creek Biolink: From Planning to Action”  
 Main Creek Catchment Landcare Group - “Protecting significant roadside vegetation and connectivity near MP 

National Park”   
 Southwest Mornington Peninsula Landcare Group - “Protect and Connect – Restoration of properties adjacent to 

Peninsula Sands Reserve” 
 Red Hill South Landcare Group - “Regeneration of Red Hill South’s Remnant Forest Vegetation” 
 Watson Creek Catchment Landcare Group – “Protecting Dwarf Galaxias in Watson Creek Catchment”  
 Southwest Mornington Peninsula Landcare Group – “Restoring high value properties adjacent to Peninsula Sands 

Reserve” 
 
To stay in touch with MPLN, you can ‘like’ their Facebook page “Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network” or email 
jacqueline.salter@mornpen.vic.gov.au (Landcare Facilitator) and ask to be put on the e-newsletter list. 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
http://www.devilbendfoundation.org.au
mailto:Jacqueline.salter@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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Tuckey Track—something for everyone 
Many readers will be familiar with Sorrento’s Tuckey Track being part of the 1803 Collins Settlement story. 
However, what is lesser known is that it was formerly a Boon Wurrung track, used by the first Australians to 
traverse the narrow 2.5 km section of the peninsula to gather seafood in their daily lives.  
 
Visitors and walkers will be pleased to know that directive bollards have now been installed throughout this popular 
walk. The installation occurred in time for relevant Shire personnel to view and appreciate the improved clarity of 
signage and beauty of the track during a recent walk with the Friends Group. 
 
Other positive outcomes of this engagement process with the Shire include works 
to be undertaken by The Green Army.  In June, erosion rehabilitation on The 
Western Sister and removal of woody weeds in Tuckey Track Reserve will take 
place.  
 
A Friends Group member identifies ‘connections’ as the most significant aspect of 
Tuckey Track: “Connection between two amazing bodies of water; Port Phillip 
and Bass Strait. Connection of today with the past. Connection of the natural 
environment with habitation of people.” 
 
For more information and working bee details, email juliecorridon@hotmail.com. 

A VCAT Hearing is to be held on 14 June 2016 to hear an objection by Watermark Villages Pty Ltd to the 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council’s refusal to issue a permit on 26 October 2016 for a 99 lot subdivision at 
92 Elizabeth Street, Rosebud West. The proposed subdivision is located within the northern boundary of the 
Tootgarook Swamp. 

Tootgarook Swamp is the largest freshwater marsh in the Melbourne region, supports many rare and endangered 
species, and is of international environmental significance. 

Both the Council and the developer have engaged legal representation for the VCAT hearing. Save Tootgarook 
Swamp Inc and the Mornington Peninsula Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association Inc are supporting the Council. 

The proceeding is listed for five days but the developer’s legal team has indicated to VCAT that this may not be 
sufficient and estimate that including a site inspection a further 
three days may be required. 

On the 10 March 2016 following a Panel’s Victoria Hearing, the 
Government gazetted an amendment to the Mornington 
Peninsula Planning Scheme which replaced an existing 
environmental overlay schedule (ESO24) with a new overlay 
(ESO30). The new overlay acknowledges the values of the 
Wetlands and the assumption is that it will lead to better 
environmental protection north of Browns Road which includes 
the proposed development site.  

Tootgarook Swamp update 

Eastern Banjo Frog, from Save Tootgarook Swamp 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
mailto:juliecorridon@hotmail.com
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Responsible dog ownership 
Efforts to elevate the issue of providing more leash free dog walking areas within the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
are paying off.  The South Eastern Centre for Sustainability, along with the Nepean Conservation Group, Friends 
of the Hooded Plover, BirdLife Australia, etc. are keen to ensure that while dogs will be banned from the National 
Park on Nov 1st, dog owners are not seen to be punished by not having reasonable access to other sites across the 
Southern Peninsula where they can safely and enjoyably let their dogs run around. 
 
Mechelle Cheers, Chair of the Rye Community Group Alliance Committee of the Nepean Conservation Group 
kindly offered to raise the issue with her committee to garner support. Additionally, Josie Jones of the Peninsula 
Dog Walkers Club who is also working  towards a viable solution, "There are many passionate dog walkers and it is 
in our best interest to show them we are doing something for them." 
 
Dealings with the Shire and Libby Jude, District Manager South East Melbourne of Parks Victoria, who has also 
communicated with Shire staff, has been very positive. The meeting with David Dobroszczyk, the new manager of 
the Environment Protection Unit (EPU) of the Mornington Peninsula Shire and Scott Morone with whom I have 
been conversing about additional leash-free zones since early last year resulted in their commitment to look into the 
status of two leash free zones in the heavier populated areas of Rye and St Andrews Beach. During our meeting, Mr 
Dobroszczyk explained that he is from an endangered species background and that he and Scott fully understand 
the push for additional leash-free zones.  
 
A welcome initiative the EPU, the domestic animal management plan, will allow the public to provide feedback 
later this year which could potentially translate into the creation of additional leash-free areas according to Mr 
Dobroszczyk. As such, considering additional areas in preparation for requests to Council would be helpful. 
 
Potentially the large strip of land formerly used by the motorcycle club at the end of Old Cape Schanck Rd and 
Limestone Rd and the Boneo Recreation reserve on Limestone Rd near the primary school or the Buxton 
Woodland Reserve in Shoreham (on Nelson St), Flinders Recreation Reserve and the Truemans Rd site next to the 
recreation reserve up to Hiscock Road  could also be used. The Main Ridge Flora and Fauna Reserve has been 
ruled out on account of its environmentally-sensitive nature as pointed out by Libby Jude, considerations which 
must take precedence in the creation of any additional leash-free areas. 

Leash-free Zone—Steve Karakitsos 

Dog Waste Dispensers 
The viability of dog waste dispensers across the Mornington Peninsula is currently 
being investigated and has the support of the South Eastern Centre for Sustainability. The 
interest and support of community/environmental groups across the Shire to maintain 
consistent availability of bags is a necessity for the implementation to be effective.  
 
Further enquiries can be directed to David Lines at tyabbhookman@gmail.com. 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
mailto:tyabbhookman@gmail.com
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Colin Watson, President of Nepean Ratepayers’ Association, attended a key stakeholder meeting on the 12 April 
2016 with representatives from Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) in Portsea for 
an update on progress about the beach. 

At the meeting attendees were informed that Worley Parson's have been engaged to provide a long term options 
assessment for the Portsea Front Beach. The following six coastal and maritime 
options are to be assessed by the consultant: 

1. shaping the seabed (eg sand bars/sand waves) with dredging 
2. a breakwater seaward of the Portsea pier 
3. a groyne(s) or artificial headland on the beach east of the Portsea pier 
4. replacing the sandbag wall with a rock seawall 
5. beach restoration or renourishment, alone and in combination with 1,2,3 

and 4 above, for example beach renourishment in combination with a 
seawall 

6. removing the seawall to examine beach dynamics, recovery and/or erosion 
 
Worley Parson's have been provided comprehensive bathymetric data by 
DELWP  to conduct these studies comprehensively. The following criteria will 
be used by the consultant to assess and evaluate the options. 

 protection of foreshore assets and land 
 restoration or renourishment of the beach 
 cost of capital and maintenance over the design life and planning period, 

including the cost of any actions to manage any potential impacts, eg 
erosion/sediment transport 

 timing to implement options, giving consideration to detailed design, EIA 
and construction 

 environmental impacts to waves, currents, and sediment transport (eg erosion) marine ecology, and visual 
amenity 

 safety to beach, water and boating activities, navigation for recreation vessels 
 technical effectiveness and uncertainties, including climate change 
 
The study will be completed on all six options by the end of September 2016 and then presented to the Minister 
who will make the final decision to which option will be considered for further funding. 

During this period there will be a further three key stakeholder meetings with progressive reports from Worley 
Parson's allowing the community to have input in to the process. 

The progress has been positive with the only concern being that there is still no guarantee that irrespective of costs, 
the funds will be found by the government to finance the favoured option. 

The work will continue with DELWP to keep reinforcing community sentiment that nothing less than stopping the 
wave swell will be accepted. This can only be achieved with the first two options provided, as only they will divert 
the wave energy that has now been in existence since early 2009. DELWP acknowledge that they are fully aware of 
this position but they have been instructed by the Minister who wants every option examined in a robust manner 
before any final decisions are made. 

Portsea Front Beach, an opinion piece by Colin Watson 

After 

Before 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
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For contributions to 
the Winter edition 

Contact: info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au  
Attention: Kerry Keys 

Peninsula Speaks newsletter 
If you would like a hard copy of our newsletter, visit one of the 
following supporters: 
Stringers IGA, Sorrento 
2821 @ Blairgowrie 
3 Knots Café, Rye 
La Casa Nostra Delicatessen, Rosebud 
Blue Bay Café, McCrae 
Flinders General Store 
Red Hill Bakery, Balnarring 

 
3 June Mornington Peninsula Astronomical 

Society Viewing Night, The Briars, 8pm 
Adults $8, Children $4 

4 June Taste of Sorrento, 10.00am-6.00pm 

5 June World Environment Day 

6 June Council Meeting, Rosebud, 5pm 

8 June World Oceans Day 

10-12 
June 

Mornington Jazz & Blues Festival,  
venues across Main St Mornington 

11 June Kids on Track—fundraiser for seriously 

ill Peninsula Children— call 5975 1666  

14 June Council Meeting, Rosebud, 7pm 

20 June Council Meeting, Mornington, 4pm 

24 June Red Nose Day 

26 June BERG Mt Martha Waterwatch testing 

28 June Guided Ranger Bush Foods Walk 
George Pentland Botanic Gardens 
Book through Frankston Visitor Centre 

1-31 Dry July 

2 July MS 24 Hour Mega Swim— 
Pelican Recreation Centre 

11 July Council Meeting, Rosebud, 7pm 

24 July BERG Mt Martha Waterwatch testing 

25 July Council Meeting, Hastings 
5pm Optional Public Briefings 
6pm Dinner with the Community 
7pm Council Meeting 

Membership/Donations 
The end of the financial year is almost here. Peninsula Speaks has 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status, meaning any donation over 
$2 is tax deductible. Your donation will allow Peninsula Speaks to 
fulfill its charter to protect and enhance the Mornington Peninsula’s 
environment and ensure our ongoing viability. Peninsula Speaks strives 
to become a powerful voice in the intensifying discussion about the 
Peninsula’s environmental future – your support will make this happen.  
 
Donations can be made by cheque or direct payment to:  
Bank Details:  Bendigo Bank 
BSB:   633-000 
Acc:   145 191 961 

Trees Initiative 
If you know of significant trees or old growth on 
the Mornington Peninsula that you believe 
deserve protection, don't forget you can log on to 
our mapping website to register and pin your 
tree.  

Register now at www.penspeakstrees.org. Once 
we have approved your account you can add 
your tree to the register for preservation and 
protection. 

Email us if you have any questions info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au. 

What’s On 

http://www.peninsulaspeaks.org/
http://www.penspeakstrees.org/
mailto:info@peninsulaspeaks.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Peninsula-Speaks-Inc-279661075441546/?fref=ts

