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THANK	YOU!	to	our	fantas3c	Hero	Sponsors.		

Photography:	Steve	Weller.	Instragram	@steve_h_weller	

Mangroves	and	seagrass	are	considered	a	highly	valuable	blue	carbon	(sink)	resource.	Our	
coastal	vegeta3on	saves	carbon	at	a	rate	of	35-57	3mes	faster	than	tropical	rainforests,	and	
holds	carbon	for	millennia,	where	forests	only	store	carbon	for	decades.	The	community	is	
working	together	to	protect	Westernport,	a	Ramsar	listed	wetland.		



	 							Hello	Everyone!	
WELCOME	TO	THIS	50th	EDITION		

OF	YOUR	COMMUNITY	MAG,	THE	BRIDGE!!		
	

Firstly,	our	sincere	apologies	to	the	Womin	Djeka	organisers	for	omi=ng	from	the	
June/July	Bridge	their	report	about	the	fesCviCes	on	Saturday	24th		and	Sunday	25th	
March	at	Robertson	Park,	Balnarring	Beach.	We	include	it	now,	on	page	9.	I	went	to	
the	FesCval,	and	have	never	had	so	much	fun	dancing	–	it	was	brilliant!!	J	
	

The	HUGE	issues	now	facing	our	community	are	the	proposed	AGL	Liquefied	Natural	
Gas		Plant	in	Crib	Pt	AND	the	Kawasaki	Hydrogen	Project	proposed	for	HasCngs.	We	
have	for	you:	informaCon	from	the	Westernport	and	Peninsula	ProtecCon	Council	
(WPPC)	;	2	pages	from	Ali	about	the	two	issues;	a	Poster	for	you	to	pull	out	and	display	
on	your	car/	house	windows,	or	laminate	and	put	on	your	fence,	or	add	a	sCck	to	make	
a	sign	for	your	garden;	and	there’s	also	a	great	leXer	from	Rupert	Steiner	of	Balnarring	
Beach.	Thanks	to	all	who	are	pu=ng	in	their	Cme	and	energy	to	fight	this	madness!	
This	proposed	development	seems	too	inane	to	be	true...	Is	it	April	1	?!!		
	

The	Balnarring	Branch	of	the	Red	Cross	has	had	to	be	wrapped	up	due	to	an	ageing	
membership.	There	will	be	a	‘Friends	of	Red	Cross’	group	that	conCnues	good	works.	
See	their	arCcle	inside.	On	behalf	of	the	whole	community,	we	give	our	hear_elt	
thanks	to	all	those	who	have	been	involved	in	this	vital	organisaCon	over	the	years.	
	

Our	best	wishes	to	all	for	a	wonderful	August	and	September	–	be	happy,	creaCve,	and		
understand	your	unique	value	in	the	world!	
	

Jen	and	Ali	xx	 The	Bridge	volunteers:	
	

Editorial	&	layout	team:	
Jenny	Atherton,	Ali	Hoelzer	

	

Website:	John	Ashton	(Ikoniq)		
Accounts:	Nicole	Wheaton	
Subscrip8ons:	Robyn	Agg	

	

Distribu8on	team:			
	Robyn	Agg,	Gwenny	Mulder,	
	Thomas	Hoelzer,	Chris	Newell,		
Celia	Sexton,	Amanda	Nelson,	

	Faye	Poll,	
Marty	Nelson-Williams,		

David	and	Diana		
@Balnarring	Post	Office,	

Ed	&	Meg	Pawlik	
	

Content:	
Our	wonderful	community!	You!	

	

The	Bridge	Magazine	
www.bridgemag.com.au	

Email:		info@bridgemag.com.au	
Address:		PO	Box	248	Balnarring	VIC	3926	

CONTENTS 		
Birthdays/Angel	Card	 	3		
How	to	Contribute	 	59	
What’s	On		 	 	back	page	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT	
We	would	like	to	acknowledge	the	tradiConal	
owners	of	this	land,	the	Boon	Wurrung	and	
Bunurong	language	groups	of	the	Kulin	NaCon.		
We	would	like	to	pay	our	respects	to	their	
elders,	past,	present	and	future.	

2	



August 
4th		Angie	Roach	
9th	Georgia	Murphy	
11th	Tash	Miller	
16th	Rupert	Steiner	
18th	Steve	Weller	
20th	Bernie	Dobson	
24th	KurCs	Murphy	
27th	Simone	Fennell	
30th	Ava	Cooke	
30th	Eva	Haylock	
30th	Connie	Smith	
31st	Jai	Seales	

Birthdays 
September	
1st	Amber	Haslem	
3rd	Stuart	Pryde	
4th	Monica	Colic	
9th	Marty	Williams	
13th	Peter	Allsop;	Richard	Hepworth	
20th	Bree	Lovell	
21st	Kate	Wilson;	Anna	Rose	McLean	
22nd	Minnie	Trigger	
24th	Sarah	Park	
28th	Sarah	D’Astoli	
29th	Shane	Miller;	Melanie	Wigg;	

	Reade	Smith	
30th	Pip	Ransome	

August/September 
Community Card Reading 

 
Balance 

 
Balance time between work and play, quietness and 

social time, exercise and relaxation. 
Balance helps you grow and feel joy. 

	
Source:	Healing	with	the	Angels	Oracle	Cards,	Doreen	Virtue	1999	

Appreciation  &  Birthdays 
Who	do	you	appreciate	in	our	community	and	why?	

Email	submissions	of	apprecia8on,	&	birthdays	in	our	community,	
to:	info@bridgemag.com.au		or	

Post	to:	The	Bridge,	PO	Box	248,	Balnarring	3926	
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$1,000,000

Making great 
things happen.
When you bank with Balnarring & District 
Community Bank® Branch great things happen in 
your community.

Local projects find funding. 
Local clubs find sponsorship. 
Local schools benefit.

That’s because we invest part of our profits into 
making your community a better place to live.

We have returned $1 million to our communities in 
the ten years since we opened in 2008. Our dream 
now is to return the next $1 million in just five 
years.

Every account matters. Every loan counts.

And, you can access a suite of banking products 
rivalling any bank in the country.

So, if you’re not banking with us already, drop by and 
be part of something bigger.

Drop into your branch at Balnarring Shopping 
Centre, Balnarring or phone 5983 5543.

Balnarring & District Community Bank® Branch



Balnarring & District Community Bank® Branch

bendigobank.com.au

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/ Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S55762- 11 (404559_v1) (5/07/2018)

Young Leader Award: 
Lachlan Ogden
Lachlan is always involved around the Balnarring Junior Football Club, 
using his initiative and accepting any responsibility asked of him, 
then approaching it with enthusiasm and no ‘fanfare’.

As a club leader and role model, Lachlan is regularly involved with 
younger age groups as a mentor, both at training and on game day.

Congratulations on your leadership and community spirit and on 
being such wonderful role model for all in your club Lachlan.

Greg Hood 
Branch Manager 
Balnarring & District Community Bank® Branch

August/ September 2018



SWEET LEAF BOTANICALS 
	

ORGANIC	HERBAL	SKIN	CARE	WORKSHOP	
	

• Harvest	fresh	medicinal	plants	from	the	Warrawee	garden	
													to	create	a	rich,	healing	night	oil	

• Make	a	spot	serum	
• Make	herbal	infusions	to	support	healthy,	youthful	skin	
• BONUS:	various	medicinal	plants	and	seeds	to	grow	

	

	 	 	 					a	healthy	liver		=		healthy	skin	
	

SATURDAY	1st	SEPT			1	–	3pm							COST:		$65	
	

HERBS	FOR	THE	HEART	WORKSHOP	
	

Experience	the	wisdom	of	the	plants	in	this	hands-on	workshop	
	

• Harvest	Hawthorn	flowers	to	make	a	delicate	herbal	tea	and	a	magical	
							medicinal	tincture	–	to	support	heart	health,	circulatory	balance,		
							and	balance	blood	pressure	
• Meet	Motherwort	(Leonaris	cardiaca),	a	wonderful	herb	to	calm	and	strengthen	

cardiovascular	and	digestive	function.		A	traditional	remedy	for	irregular	or	
elevated	heart	beat	and	over-active	thyroid		

• Tincture	making,	Flower	Essence	making,	and	herbs	to	grow		 	 	 	
	

SUNDAY	29TH	OCT		10	–	12pm							COST:		$65	
	

FLOWER	ESSENCE	WORKSHOP	
	

• Tune	in	and	communicate	with	the	plants	to	create	a	Comprehensive	Flower	
Essence	Kit	to	support	your	emotional	wellbeing	

• various	medicinal	plants	and	seeds	to	grow	
	

SUNDAY	2ND	Dec			1	–	4pm							COST:		$75	
	
	

@	Warrawee	Wholistic			87	Warrawee	Rd	Balnarring		
Contact	Jane:		0411	399	212	

	

follow	Warrawee	Medicinal	Herbs	on	Facebook	
www.sweetleafbotanical.com.au						www.warraweewholistic.com							
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CONGRATULATIONs	to	each	person	involved	in	this	festival.	

The	day	began	with	torrential	rain	however	it	didn’t	deter	people	from	attending.	The	crowd	built	
slowly	as	the	weather	cleared.	The	festival	was	a	huge	success.	

Many	people	were	involved	in	planning	this	event	and	ensuring	the	day	ran	smoothly.	Over	65	
volunteers	from	all	over	the	Peninsula	assisted.	Thankyou	to	all	who	were	involved,	those	who	
attended	and	the	businesses	who	supported	the	raffle.	

Special	thanks	to	the	musicians	
whom	without	the	atmosphere	
could	not	have	been	created.	

We	asked	participants	what	was	the	
best/most	interesting	part	of	the	
festival.	Some	of	the	comments	
were:	

The	joy	of	everyone	here,	The	
relaxed	atmosphere,	The	cultural	
activities,	The	involvement	of	
children,	The	music,	Inclusive	event,	
The	community	working	together	to	
make	this	happen,	The	feeling	of	
being	and	belonging	together.	

A	decision	has	been	made	to	run	the	festival	annually,	with	the	2019	event	scheduled	for	23rd	March	
2019.		In	order	for	this	to	occur	we	are	seeking	people	to	assist	us.	We	plan	to	create	several	sub	
committees	who	will	be	responsible	for	particular	areas.	For	example,	a	group	to	be	responsible	for	
the	stalls,	the	music,	advertising…..	If	you	feel	you	have	the	skills,	time,	resources	to	contribute	to	
our	group	please	contact	us	via	email	womindjekabalnarringngargee@gmail.com	or	join	us	at	the	
planning	meeting	on	Wednesday	June	6th	6:30	at	Balnarring	Pre-school.	

Thankyou	also	to	those	who	supported	out	lead	up	events:	Listen	to	an	Elder;	Westwind	–	Djalu’s	
Legacy.	We	will	be	planning	further	lead	up	events	later	in	the	year	as	we	build	the	excitement	to	
the	2019	festival.	

	

Congratulations! The nomination for ‘Womin Djeka Balnarring 
Ngargee’ was shortlisted as a finalist for the Community category of 
this year’s HART Awards. 

Congratulation	also	to	Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association – 
Reconciliation Walk Mornington Peninsula, who were also short listed 

	

The	winner	was	announced	on	1st	June	 9	



MORNINGTON	PENINSULA	SHIRE	COUNCIL	2018/19	BUDGET	ANALYSIS	
DAVID	GILL,	

RED	HILL	WARD	COUNCILLOR	
	
I	would	like	to	thank	the	Red	Hill	ward	community	for	the	input	so	many	of	you	have	made	to	
the	Council	Budget	process	through	submissions	on	behalf	of	local	volunteer	groups	including	
community	associations	and	clubs.	
	

The	breakdown	of	the	Red	Hill	part	of	the	Council	Budget	captures	many	of	the	projects	and	
programs	that	are	needed	but	there	is	still	much	more	to	be	done	in	a	ward	that	makes	up	
50%	of	the	Shire	but	usually	only	receives	about	5%	of	budget	allocations,	as	most	councillors	
come	from	the	highly	populated	Port	Phillip	Bay	wards.	
	

Red	Hill	ward	has	a	low	population	base	and	little	of	the	suburban	infrastructure	
requirements	of	other	wards	but	nevertheless	must	have	good	facilities,	proper	maintenance	
of	these	facilities	and	long	term	planning	to	meet	future	needs.		
	

After	much	local	advocacy	it	is	very	pleasing	that	Balnarring	is	now	recognised	by	VicRoads	as	
needing	pedestrian	crossings.	There	is	a	need	for	further	work	to	ensure	a	budget	allocation	
from	VicRoads	who	control	all	crossings	and	speed	limits.	
	
The	main	Red	Hill	ward	projects	budgeted	in	the	18/19	Capital	Works	Program	are:	
	
-	Flinders	Civic	Hall	Redevelopment	/	Planning........................................	 $20,000	
-	Red	Hill	strategic	CFA	Water	Tank	-	Delivery.........................................	 $40,000	
-	Flinders	catchment	and	Flood	mitigation	-	Stage	2	of	Delivery.............	 $700,000	
-	Red	Hill	Recreation	Reserve	Netball	Courts	-	Delivery..........................	 $520,000		

(state	grant	$100,000)	
-	Shoreham	Hall	Reserve	play	space	renewal	works....	……………………..	 $23,000		
-	Hillview	Reserve,	(Dromana)	play	space	planning	and	design............	 $40,000	
-	Robertson	Park	(Balnarring	Beach)	play	space....................................	 $10,000	
-	Red	Hill	Recreation	Reserve	-	Oval	Lighting........……………………………..	 $260,000	
-	Balnarring	Civic	Reserve	Master	Plan	implementation…………………...	 $590,000		

(state	grant	$290,000)	
-	Rye	land	fill	(tip	site)...........................................................................	 $150,000	
-	Pine	Grove	Shoreham	play	space	design	and	construct....................		 $80,000		
-	St	Andrews	Beach	infrastructure	planning…………………………………....		 $50,000	
-	Timber	structure	renewal	program-	Flinders	/	cable	station	staircase....	 $100,000		
-	Red	Hill	Recreation	Reserve	Public	Tennis	Courts	x2	–	Design	for	Renewal	$20,000	
-	Cape	Schanck	-	New	bus	shelter.........................................................	 $20,000	
-	Shoreham	Village	-	car	parking	enhancement	adjacent	to	common...	 $50,000	
-	Replace	Public	Toilets	Red	Hill	Mechanics	Hall	-	Planning	and	Design...	 $30,000	
-	Merricks	Beach	Tennis	Courts	upgrade..................................................	 $27,000		
-	Gunnamatta	Surf	lifesaving	club	women’s	change	room/	toilets	renewal	 $134,000	
-	Heritage	Review	part	4	Western	Port..................................................	 $30,000		

(Carry	Forward	17/18)	
	
		
	

10	



Building	renewal	program	projects	
	
Building	 Ward	 Cost	Est	 Priority	 Scope	
Flinders	Hall	 Red	

Hill	
$60,000	 Critical	 Roof	–	Full	Replacement	

Main	Ridge	Bowls	
Club	

Red	
Hill	

$3,500	 High	 Spouting	Replacement	

Somers	Yacht	Club	
Toilet	Block	T469	

Red	
Hill	

$20,000	 Medium	 Partial	renewal	

Balnarring	Bowls	
Club	

Red	
Hill	

$50,000	 High	 Reconstruct	Ceiling	for	Main	Hall	
and	Veranda	

	
Shire	wide	defibrillators	for	Shire	buildings.	
	
Other	carry	overs	from	17/18	budget	
-	Boneo	Recreation	Reserve	Public	Toilet	………….$	156,000			(delayed	because	of	asbestos	
removal)	
-	Boneo	Recreation	Reserve	Sports	Lighting……….$	78,000					(delayed	because	of	cultural	
heritage	management	issues.)	
	
A	snapshot	of	some	programmed	and	operational	activities	by	Council	in	the	Red	Hill	Ward:	
	
Fire	management		
- 22%	of	the	overall	fire	management	program	with	a	$550,000	annual	budget	is	in	Red	Hill	

Ward	
- 52%	of	all	roadside	fire	management	is	in	Red	Hill	Ward	
	
Safer	Local	road	management	
- 48%	of	the	$750,000	annual	budget	for	the	unsealed	road	network	and	grading	and	

shoulder	sealing	program	is	in	Red	Hill	Ward	
	
Minor	works	and	renewal	
- Playground	upgrades	(Shoreham	and	Flinders	)	$80,000	
- Furniture	replacement	program	including	outdoor	seating	(Flinders)	$26,000	
- Red	Hill	Mechanics	Hall	upgrade	design	$20,000	

	
Rebates	
- 63%	of	land	in	Red	Hill	Ward	receives	the	Farm	Rate	reduction	
- 64%	of	land	receives	the	Land	Sustainability	rebate	(average	$300	annual	rebate)	
	
Council	is	determined	to	maintain	the	viability	of	rural	farmland	as	it	is	the	basis	of	protecting	
our	Green	Wedge.	
	
Regards,	
David	 11	



Balnarring	PreSchool	Update 	
What another great term at Balnarring Preschool.  Our awesome fundraising team organised 
the annual trivia night which was a huge success.  It raised $14,000 which will go back to the 
preschool and allow the staff/committee and families to continue to provide its amazing 
program.  Events like these highlight just how strong and supportive our local community 
really is. 

Thank	You	

Thank you everyone for being a part of our memories and learning times throughout this 
term. The children have grown in strength and confidence and have discovered many new 
challenges that have excited them and supported them to develop new skill. They have  
become problem solvers and great friends who share fun times together as they explore the 
many environments within this community.  

Special thanks to everyone who has participated in the program whether during the sessions, 
at the beach, cooking with the children, assisting during PMP, doing the washing, sharing a 
book, fundraising, participating on the committee or just spending time with the group – 
your involvement is greatly valued and appreciated.    

Children’s	Voice	

I am wondering what you know about stars…?  We asked the children for their thoughts 
about stars - here are some of their answers:  

• “Stars are really, really light”, “I love Shooting stars.”  

• “They are in the sky and the moon bumps into them every day. We find the stars up in the 
moon. They have pointy things.”  

• “You find them at night time in the sky, they are sooo high. They look golden.”  

• “I like stars because they shine in the dark. They are kind of spikey and white with a zigzag 
on the bottom.”  

• “Sometimes we see shooting stars when the night is really clear. Stars are floating in the 
sky. They are made from space dust.”  

• “A star is a big sun. I think there are 10 hundred trillion and eight stars. They are made 
from golden rocks.”  

• “I like star watching. I have a telescope, everything gets bigger and I can see outer space. It 
makes me feel like I am on a space rocket going through space.”  
12	



• “I like them because they are on my drink bottle. If you stay up too late you get to see 
them.”  

• “The moon follows me, the sun follows mummy and the stars follow my brother.” 
	

Celebrating	Mud	Day	

The children, staff and parents in all groups celebrated the joy of getting back to nature and 
getting dirty when they joined in the muddy fun that is Mud Day!!  Both children and adults 
were involved in mud slides, mud pies, mud throwing, walking bare foot in mud and most 
importantly being connected through something so raw and from the earth. The pure joy and 
happiness in the children’s faces was priceless... there’s no doubt we love Mud Day at 
Balnarring Preschool. 

 

			

 
All	ROAD	CYCLISTS	welcome	

SPICE	
(Southern	Peninsula	Into	Cycling	Entourage)	

	

We	meet	outside	The	Village	People	Café,	Balnarring	every	Saturday	morning	at	7.30am	
to	complete	a	30	to	35	km	flat	ride	of	Balnarring,	Somers	and	Crib	Point.	
There	are	shortcuts	en	route	for	those	less		inclined	to	ride	too	quickly.	

	
SomeCmes	the	coffee	aterwards	goes	longer	than	the	ride	itself!	We	are	a	

very	inclusive	group.	
For	more	informaCon,	contact	Peter	Allsop	on	peterallsop@bigpond.com	

	



WILDLIFE	
RESCUE	
Contacts	

	

@Koala	rescue				
Jenny	Bryan		
0417	395	883	

	

@WHOMP	(Wildlife	Help	On	
Mornington	Peninsula)		

0417	380	687	
	

@Klarissa	Gaunaut		
0488	494	667	

	

Combined Probus Club of Balnarring 

New members are very welcome. 

We meet at the Balnarring Community Hall, Frankston/Flinders Rd. 
Balnarring, on the 3rd Friday of the month at 10.00am. 

Meetings consist of short general business, morning tea and speaker or 
other organised activity. 

Interest groups include gardening, walking, book club, cinema, film 
discussion, photography, singing for fun, cards, scrabble, backgammon, 

dine out, travel. 

We arrange interesting outings, also spring and autumn trips away.  

Please contact Patsy Wilson on: 5983 9949 

or Email: grapatwilson@bigpond.com 
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The Balnarring Beach Community Association
is proud to sponsor

'A welcome to Spring’

Join us for this evening event to
celebrate the change of the seasons

and the opportunity to meet with
members of our communitymembers of our community

Saturday 8th September 2018
6pm until 9pm

Westernport Yacht Club
(1 Foreshore Boulevard Balnarring Beach)

We have the pleasure to offer you:

Finger-food by Fontalina
Music by Music by Duende Brothers

A welcome glass of wine by Montalto
with additional drinks at bar prices

Admission: $15 per person

As seating is limited bookings are essential

For catering purposes payments must be received by
15th August 2018 via the following payment methods:

(please use full name as reference)(please use full name as reference)

Cheque:
P.O. Box 463
Balnarring Beach 3926

Direct deposit:
BBCA Bendigo Bank

BSB 633000 Acc# 139722675

15	



	
Would	you	like	to	receive	a	digital	copy	of	The	BRIDGE	in	your	email	inbox?	

	
Email	info@bridgemag.com.au		

with	your	name	and		“subscribe”	in	the	subject	line.	
	
	

Would	you	like	to	contribute	to	The	Bridge?		
	

For	deadline	reminders,	email	info@bridgemag.com.au			
with	“deadline	reminders”	in	the	subject	line.	

		

		
CWA (Balnarring) BIGGEST MORNING TEA 

		
THE	CWA	Balnarring	CommiXee	wishes	to	thank	the	readers	of		

The	Bridge	for	supporCng	the	above	event	on	Wednesday	6th	June	2018	at	the	
Balnarring	Community	Hall.	

		
Thank	you	also	to	the	Editors	of	The	Bridge	for	the	coverage	in	its	last	two	issues	to	

enable	such	a	good	aXendance	and	result.	
		

Approximately	$1,500	was	raised	for	the	Cancer	Council		
with	approximately	150	people	aXending.		

The	Choir,	Sing	Out	Loud,	and	the	Balnarring	Kindy	children		
performed	on	stage,	much	to	the	delight	of	the	audience.	

		
Thank	you	so	much	to	the	Bendigo	Bank	for	its	very	generous		

$500	donaCon	to	cover	expenses	to	run	the	Biggest	Morning	Tea.	
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INVITATION	TO	ATTEND	A	WORKING	BEE		
&	COTTAGE	“SPRUCE-UP”	at	PFC		

	

WHEN:		Saturday	8th	September	(9am	to	5pm)	and		
Sunday	9th	September	(9am	to	1pm)	

	

To	all	of	our	wonderful	volunteers,	staff,	board	members	&	PFC	family,	
we	are	very	pleased	and	excited	to	let	you	know	that	Powerhouse	have	selected	

us	as	their	“Community	Outreach	Project”	this	year.	
	

What	they	do….	
A	group	of	40	–	50	volunteers	spend	a	whole	weekend	each	year	having	a	

working	bee	to	assist	a	not-for-profit	organization.	
	

They	have	asked	us….	
if	we	have	any	PFC	community	members	interested	in	rolling	up	their	sleeves	

could	they	please	participate	too.	
	

The	focus	will	be	working	on	all	of	our	cottages,	doing	jobs	such	as	painting,	
repairing	cupboards,	drawers	and	other	items,	sanding	back	and		
re-varnishing	furniture,	creating	some	artwork	for	the	walls,		

giving	the	shed	fire-pit	an	update,	renewing	Mary’s		
beloved	volleyball	court,	barrowing	soil	to		

even	out	the	grounds,	&	other	jobs.		
…Coming	together	for	one	weekend	to	help	us	make	our	guests	feel	warmly	

welcomed,	comfortable	and	cared	for	when	they	come	to	stay	at	PFC.	
	

If	you	have	any	time,	materials	or	practical	skills	you	are	willing	to	offer,	please	
contact	our	office	with	the	days/hours	you	are	available	to	help		
&	any	skills	you	could	contribute	or	donate,	including	cooking!		

	

(I	met	6	members	of	their	Committee	members	several	weeks	ago,	and		
they	all	looked	like	strong	twenty-somethings	who		

would	appreciate	some	good	home	cooking,		
to	keep	up	their	enthusiasm!)	

	

Please	RSVP	by	1st	August	(to	help	the	committee	with	planning)		
email	–	presfamilyholidays@bigpond.com	

	

We	look	forward	to	hearing	from	you,	if	you	can	help.		
Many	thanks	to	you	all	for	your	contributions	to	our		
wonderful	organisation,	past,	present	and	future.	 17	



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Balnarring	Village	Common	
	

...	is	a	group	of	local	people,	across	all	ages,	trying	to	ensure	people	are	connected	
sustainably	through	creaCvity,	learning,	acCviCes	and	events.	

		

To	this	end,	we	fought	to	make	sure	the	land	abu=ng	the	Hall	and	Preschool	was	
preserved	for,	and	conCnue	to	parCcipate	in	its	development	for,	community	use.	

There	have	been	regular	working	bees	to	ensure	preserva3on	of	indigenous	species.		
Major	works	are	to	begin	in	August!!	

	
Other	acCviCes	auspiced	include:		

Food	Co-op	
Biennial	Flower	Show	(Floribunda)		

The	Bridge		
Musos	
and	

Winter	Sols3ce	Dance:	at	the	local	Hall.		
Everyone	who	aXended	had	a	ball.	

Stay	tuned	for	the	Summer	Sols3ce	Event	in	December	
	
		

Annual	General	Mee3ng	
	

ALL	WELCOME:	Tuesday	14th	August	
For	more	details	RSVP,	Mandy	0421	184	613	
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HOMELESS IN WINTER 

This	winter	is	forecast	to	be	even	colder	than	last…	
imagine	being	homeless	and	trying	to	survive.	

Melbourne	Period	Project	has	prioritised	the	following	for	this	year’s	collection:	
	

· New	sleeping	bags	
· Mittens	/	gloves,	scarves,	beanies	
· School	supplies	

	

Please	donate	directly	to:		
Melbourne Homeless Collective 

BSB	063	027			Account	10118955	Commonwealth	Bank	of	Australia	
	

For more information 
 

 Contact me, Barb Rimington 5983 2245 
or check out...  

 

Website  http://wwww.MelbournePeriodProject.org.au 
 

Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/PeriodProjectMelbourne 
 

Twitter  @PeriodProjMelb 
 

Instagram  @MelbournePeriodProject 
 

 

         Under  New  Management 

Somers  Cabin  Park 
93 Camp Hill Road   SOMERS  VIC 3927 

03 59835538 

Recently Improved Family Cabin Park. 
 

Fully Self Contained Accommodation to RENT or BUY  
in an Idyllic Location mins from Beach. 

Holiday, Relocation or Corporate Stays with 24hr Professional  
On-Site Management, Fully equipped Games Room with Cosy 

Fire & Supper Facilities 
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Friends of Daangean 

Weeding day at Woodland Break on April 28th had nine participants and between 
us we put in 22½ hours of honest toil. Although the ground was very dry love 
creeper was twining its way up slender sticks and gahnia leaves. Soon it will 

produce attractive small blue flowers. The tall tongue orchids were at the single leaf 
stage but they take long time to flower and we may not see them this year. Due to  

Roger	&	Julie	having	morning	tea	on	the	tool	box 

Dozing	Freckled	Ducks	on	Bittern	Reservoir	shoreline 
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car problems Roger arrived by taxi and then left his phone in it, which caused 
some consternation. However, all was well with it being claimed later in the day. 

Culture doesn’t cease in the bush when you can recite AA Milne while pulling out 
pittos. That is, what you can remember of Christopher Robin et al from childhood 
days! 

Following up a report on freckled ducks on Bittern Reservoir a photographic 
effort was activated to see what might be captured. A large number were sleeping 
with their friends along the shoreline. Although there are signs displayed people 
still enter the reserves with their free running dogs. I was pleased to have seen the 
ducks before two women arrived with their dog along the catch drain trail. 

May 26th was a Volunteer Appreciation Day provided by Parks Vic on Herring 
Island. It was a lovely day, although from the peninsula it was a marathon journey 
due to the Frankston line being closed to Carrum for works. From our neck of the 
woods were three FOD volunteers and three from Friends of French Island 
(FOFI). Included in the day’s activities was a punt ride across to the island and a 
trip down the Yarra on the Burnley. It was interesting to see the storm water litter 
traps along the riverbanks. Cleaning them out is one of the regular tasks performed 
by Parks Vic. Port Phillip and Western Port need similar traps. 

Moorooduc	&	Tyabb	Railway	PS	Ambassadors 
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May 30th was Waterwatch Day and this time we were accompanied by the Tyabb 
Railway PS ambassadors, and a new school, Moorooduc PS. The ambassadors, and 
their teachers, were interested in the water quality testing, particularly the changes 
in water colour when the chemicals were added. 

Water levels were low at all test sites. 

Melbourne Water is treating their Waterwatch volunteers to a whale watching trip 
from Rhyll on Phillip Island on July 20th. Last year it was an afternoon trip to Seal 
Rocks and those who had been out in the morning saw whales across towards 
Somers. Hopefully we are lucky this year. Volunteering has its bonuses! 

June 30th weeding day was wet, however, a small intrepid team put in a good effort. 
Contractors had been in Woodland Break and they did the pittos a lot of damage. 
Because of the distance we were required to travel were permitted to take our cars 
to the work site. It was a windy winding track through the bush with a 4x4 in front 
to negotiate anything untoward for my vehicle – I was carrying all the gear. Our 
work patch was a thick copse of pittos on the edge of where the contractors had  

Hefty	Fallen	Fungus 
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Working	Bee	at	Balnarring	Beach:	All	Welcome!	
A	dedicated	group	of	Balnarring	Beach	ratepayers	and	members	of	the	Foreshore	
CommiXee	are	inviCng	anyone	with	a	heart	for	the	environment	to	take	part	in	our	

monthly	working	bee.	
	

Our	hard-working	group	meets	on	the	last	Sunday	of	the	month	at	10	am		
at	the	rotunda	next	to	the	beach	store	at	Balnarring	Beach.	

	
The	next	2	working	bees	are	on	Sundays,	
August	26th	and	September	30th,	at	10am.	

	
We	usually	work	3ll	12	noon	and	enjoy	a	free	cup	of	coffee	or	a	drink	aeerwards	at	the	

Balnarring	Beach	shop.		
It	is	always	a	great	opportunity	to	have	a	chat.	

Paul,	our	Ranger	always	has	some	important	work	for	us	to	do,	be	that	weeding	or	
planCng	freshly	cleared	terrain	with	new	plants.	Some	of	these	plants	are	propagated	and	

raised	over	many	months	in	our	nursery.		
If	you	can	make	it	please	bring	gloves	and	wear	sturdy	footwear.	

We	hope	to	see	many	of	you	there.		
Cheerio	and	many	thanks	to	all	who	aXend.		

Rupert	Steiner,	for	the	Balnarring	Beach	Foreshore	CommiXee	working	bee.	

stopped. It was an easy but wet walk in. A whacking great fungus was on the 
ground beneath a tree. It had fallen from above and would’ve laid low anyone had 
it fallen on them. It was very heavy, possibly waterlogged. Other fungi were about 
too; also pink epacris and greenhoods were flowering in the bush. 

The annual combined weeding day is planned for August 25th where the target 
species is boneseed. Boneseed is tackled at this time due to it flowering and being 
easily identified. 

Marnie Fitzsimons  
FOD co-ordinator 

FORGIVENESS		
Oten	we	think	that	forgiveness	is	something	we	do	for	someone	else,	but	

	actually	forgiveness	is	something	we	do	for	ourselves.		
Why?	Because	it	takes	more	energy	to	hold	onto	hurt,	guilt,	

	anger	and	resentment	than	it	does	to	forgive.		
When	we	forgive,	we	experience	peace	of	mind	and		

free	ourselves	to	move	on	and	move	forward.	
	

Brahma	Kumaris,	Thought	for	Today	



	
TWO GAS PROJECTS PROPOSED  

FOR WESTERNPORT 
 
Many of you will have read about the gas projects in Westernport in the last edition 
of the Bridge and attended the community meetings rally. For those who didn’t 
here’s a quick overview: 
 

PROJECT 1:  
AGL Liquefied Natural GAS PROJECT (LNG) 

 
 

	
 

 
 
 
 

	
	

GAS SHIPS &  “FSRU” 
IN WESTERNPORT 
AGL responsible 

	
GAS PIPELINE FROM 

CRIB POINT TO PAKENHAM 
APA (AGL contractor) responsible 

 

Currently it is split into two for approval processes 

• Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) installed at Crib Point for 20 years. 
• Foreign gas tankers bring imported LNG through Westernport to Crib Point to be 

transferred to the FSRU and regasified - (much of it could be gas that Australia has 
exported!) Gas then moved via a pipeline for use interstate, and possibly export. 
Some gas may be used in Victoria. No current gas shortage. 

• FSRU and accompanying ship will each be almost 2 x length of MCG, 56m / 17 
storeys high. ~ 40 ships in/out of our bay per year. 

• 450 million litres of organism rich seawater sucked into the FSRU each day during 
regasification. It is chlorinated, cooled and disgorged 7 degrees colder than ambient 
sea temperature. Long-term cumulative effects. 

• Marine life (e.g. seals, penguins, fish and endangered species) killed during the 
process – as stated in AGL documents here:	https://www.agl.com.au/about-agl/how-
we-source-energy/crib-point-project 

• Fishing, summer business / tourism, visual impacts property pricing at risk.  
•  60km gas pipeline to run from Crib Point to Pakenham. 30 metre wide swathe will 

be cleared to install the pipeline (165 hectares itotal) requiring a 15m easement. In 
Ramsar and native vegetation areas the pipeline will be drilled to go underneath. 

• Two parts to the project currently have two approval processes and two Ministers to 
conduct approvals. Splitting the project in two makes the impacts appear less. 

• Only approx. 40 jobs created – expected most will be for FSRU specialists. Possibly 
10 jobs for locals – not enough to warrant sacrificing Ramsar area.  

• AGL have stated that there would be "downward pressure on prices" however this 
cannot be qualified as gas prices will be totally dependent on the global market 
because we are importing 

• Impacts on Community wellbeing, health risks. Potential explosion danger. 
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• Time is of the essence - AGL are submitting Environmental Effects 

Statement (EES) forms at the end of July 2018 to Planning Minister Richard 
Wynne and he is likely to make a decision whether or not to proceed with 
an EES within 20 business days. 

 
If you care about Western Port please join us and email Members of 
Parliament.  For more information: email info@bridgemag.com.au with NO AGL 
in subject line.  
 
More info: 
Visit www.savewesternport.org  Facebook: “No AGL” and “Save Westernport” 
Instagram: Hashtag your images #savewesternport follow @savewesternport 
Save Westernport Newsletter: https://www.savewesternport.org/newsletters 
 

 
PROJECT 2: 

KAWASAKI HYDROGEN 
 
 

• Proposal is to export hydrogen gas from Hastings, made from brown coal. 
• AGL will ‘donate’ coal to the Kawasaki project, yet claims are there are no links 

between the two gas projects.  
• Risks to endangered species. Also from Dredging and Marine Pests 
• More information on the following two pages from Westernport and Peninsula 

Protection Council!  
• Visit https://www.wppcinc.org/ 

 
	

PULL-OUT	NO	AGL	POSTER	in	CENTRE	FOLD! 
What	to	do	with	it!	

 
• Pull	out	and	stick	to	car	and	house	windows	

• Weather-proof	and	pin	to	fences...	
• Add	a	stick	and	stand	in	garden	

• Let	your	friends	know	they	can	download	at	
www.bridgemag.com.au	

• Take	a	pic	of	your	poster	and	post	on	Facebook	and	Instagram	
with	the	hashtag	#savewesternport	

Poster	available	to	download	at	www.bridgemag.com.au	



 

16/7/2018	 	 	 	 Say	No	to	Kawasaki	at	Hastings	
At	the	‘Save	Westernport	Rally’,	I	(Karri	from	WPPC)	gave	an	award	for	the	stupidest	idea	of	
2018	to	Daniel	Andrews	and	Malcolm	Turnbull.	It	was	for	supporting	Kawasaki,	J	Power	and	
Iwatani	to	export	hydrogen	gas	from	Hastings,	made	from	Loy	Yang’s	brown	coal.		
	
This	involves:	partially	burning	brown	coal	at	Loy	Yang,	160	tonnes	to	make	1	tonne	of	
hydrogen,	using	water	to	scrub	the	carbon	dioxide,	carbon	monoxide,	sulphides,	and	methane	
out	of	the	emissions,	finding	a	method	of	sequestrating	first	and	pumping	it	underground	after	
finding	a	location,	probably	at	the	Ninety	Mile	beach,	which	already	has	an	action	group	
against	it	because	it	is	as	bad	as	fracking.	It	involves	getting	the	Hydrogen	to	Hastings,	
converting	it	to	liquid	in	a	new	plant	by	freezing	to	below	-250	degrees	C;	Building	a	new	port	
to	export	it	including	massive	dredging	of	millions	of	cubic	metres,	shipping	it	to	Japan	and	
converting	it	back	to	gas.	

It	must	be	one	of	the	least	efficient	power	sources	ever	dreamt	up,	and	certainly	one	of	the	
most	expensive.	They	told	us	they	were	“looking	for	a	partnership	with	the	Victorian	
Government”	and	sure	enough	in	April,	our	governments	have	announced	a	spending	of	$100	
million	on	the	trial	alone.	

Dredging		
Why	would	our	State	Government	reject	a	container	port	on	the	basis	of	the	Infrastructure	
Victoria	report,	and	then	entertain	this	proposal?			The	dredging	involved	with	bringing	very	
large	ships	into	Hastings	would	be	massive.	Infrastructure	Victoria	said	it	would	take	23	million	
cubic	metres	inside	Westernport.	As	the	waters	of	Westernport	Bay	take	up	an	area	of	680	
square	kilometres,	this	is	the	equivalent	of	digging	up	the	entire	Bay	to	a	depth	of	3.4m	-	
ceiling	height.	Of	course	it	is	deeper	depths,	in	a	smaller	area	but	it	is	far	too	much	material	to	
pass	environmental	laws.	Seagrass	could	not	grow	to	the	new	depths	required,	leading	to	
ongoing	erosion	(in	our	fast	tides),	turbidity	and	death.	

That	amount	of	dredging	would	result	in	coastal	inundation.	Nine	groups	endorsed	Bass	Coast	
Shire	Council’s	principle:	No	capital	dredging	in	Westernport	Bay.	Westernport	Bay	cannot	
host	a	new	port	for	commercial-scale	ships	-	it	is	too	shallow.	The	hydrogen	gas	ships	for	the	
long-term	proposal	are	of	deep	draught.		
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Marine	Pests		
The	fact	the	ships	are	empty	and	require	ballast	means	marine	pests	i.e.	The	Japanese	
Northern	Pacific	Sea-Star.	This	starfish	came	into	Corio	Bay	in	the	ballast	of	Japanese	woodchip	
ships	and	has	been	partly	responsible	for	the	decimating	of	fish	stocks	in	Port	Phillip	Bay	and	
Hobart’s	port.	Westernport	Bay	currently	does	not	have	the	Northern	Pacific	Sea	Star	and	we	
do	not	want	Northern	Pacific	Sea	Star	here	in	Westernport	Bay.	

	

Our	governments	should	suspend	the	spending	of	$100million	on	the	trial	because	it	is	
redundant.	The	full-blown	project	is	too	damaging,	expensive	and	inefficient.	

If	you	are	in	an	environmental	group,	or	angling	club,	etc,	or	eco-tour	operator	please	send	us	
your	email	and	we	will	send	you	our	letter	to	endorse.	We	are	requesting	marine-pest	
monitoring	after	the	trial.	

Visit	the	www.wppcinc.org	website,	join	and	donate.	There	is	a	helpful	document	that	you	can	
use	to	write	your	own	letter	to	the	papers	on	the	Kawasaki	issue,	or	as	a	form	letter	to	send	to	
the	Trade	Minister.		

	
Karri	Giles,	Secretary	

Westernport	and	Peninsula	Protection	Council	Inc		
Email	wppcweb@gmail.com.au	

	
	
RenewEconomy's	Giles	Parkinson	summed	up	the	new	venture	perfectly:		
Yes,	that’s	right:	$500	million	to	build	a	pilot	plant	that	will	operate	for	just	12	months	and	
produce	a	grand	total	“up	to”	three	tonnes	of	hydrogen	over	the	whole	year.	I	had	to	read	
that	ten	8mes	and	get	on	the	phone	twice	to	check.	World-first,	perhaps,	because	it	is	hard	
to	imagine	another	country	that	would	think	of	turning	brown	coal	into	hydrogen	and	at	
such	an	outrageous	cost	—	least	of	all	one	with	such	rich	wind	and	solar	resources,	and	
which	already	has	some	cheaper	renewables-fuelled	hydrogen	projects	of	its	own.	

	

From	the	WPPC	website,	added	here	by	the	Bridge	editors:	

Pacific	Sea	Star	
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Open	Le<er	from	Rupert	Steiner,	Balnarring	Beach	

Dark	Times	for	Western	Port	Bay	
	

Isn’t	it	fantastic	to	live	on	the	Peninsula,	especially	on	the	Westernport	side	where	we	still	
enjoy	some	areas	of	reasonably	unspoilt	environment?		
	

But	all	this	could	be	jeopardised	if	the	AGL	and	Kawasaki	proposals	ever	become	reality.	
AGL	is	proposing	to	float	a	ticking	time	bomb	in	front	of	Crib	Point	jetty.	This	process	is	
going	to	refrigerate	huge	amounts	of	seawater	around	its	facility	and	noise,	water	and	air	
pollution	will	keep	the	residents	of	Crib	Point	awake	and	worried,	because	the	facility	is	
basically	a	floating	gas	tank	liable	to	go	off	with	a	big	bang	if	something	should	go	wrong.	
AGL	of	course	are	saying	the	chances	of	such	an	event	are	negligible.	But	so	were	
Fukushima	and	Chernobyl	and	Bhopal.	
	

The	Kawasaki	proposal	is	even	a	worse	idea	because	it	will	use	Latrobe	valley	Brown	coal	
and	great	amounts	of	water	to	produce	Hydrogen.	Hydrogen	is	a	very	clean	fuel	and	the	use	
of	it	should	be	encouraged	worldwide.	But	and	there	is	the	rub,	the	process	produces	large	
quantities	of	CO2	and	other	compounds	which	Kawasaki	at	its	public	meetings	would	not	
disclose.	This	rubbish	left	from	making	this	clean	fuel	which	the	Japanese	will	take	away	to	
Japan	and	so	improve	their	carbon	emission	targets,	will	be	left	in	Victoria	to	be	dealt	with	
by	us.	The	CO2	will	be	liquefied	and	pumped	out	to	sea	and	sequestered	in	old	wells	off	the	
Gippsland	coast	if	the	State	government’s	carbon	sequestration	company	ever	finds	a	way	
to	do	so	safely.	Wouldn’t	it	be	a	better	idea	to	just	use	electrolysis	and	get	the	Hydrogen	
out	of	water?	This	could	be	done	in	Japan	and	save	all	that	transport	of	Hydrogen	by	ship,	
which	also	produces	more	CO2.	This	all	sounds	to	me	like	Japan	is	getting	the	benefit	of	
clean	energy	and	we	get	a	whole	lot	of	pollution.	
	

The	most	obscene	part	of	this	is;	the	State	and	Federal	governments	are	subsidising	this	
experiment	with	a	cool	$100,000,000		
	

I	say,	in	the	light	of	hundreds	if	not	thousands	of	people	in	Victoria	sleeping	rough	or	being	
homeless,	wouldn’t	it	be	a	better	idea	to	spend	this	large	amount	of	our	money	on	a	
priority	accommodation	building	program	to	get	on	top	of	this	appalling	homelessness	
issue?		
	

Rupert	Steiner,	Balnarring	Beach	



RECOGNISE THIS PLACE? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is Pichlers’ Chicken Bar or simply “Mrs Pichlers”.  The take-away shop along the 
Frankston-Flinders Road sold what many patrons considered the best-ever barbecued 
chicken.  
 

Richard and Gertrud Pichler were post World War 2 European refugees who were placed 
at the Somers Migrants Centre after their arrival in Australia in 1950.  They liked the area 
and decided to buy a few acres for a farm when they left the camp.  They purchased five 
acres of ‘Warrawee’ land from owner, Eric Rundle and became ‘caretakers’ to the 
remainder of the 10-acre allotment.  Here they bred poultry, both chickens and geese, and 
built a home on the hill.  
 

At first they just sold eggs from their farm.  In the 1960s when the road in front of the 
farm was being re-made they built a shop with drive-in, drive-out access close to the road.  
This became a Take-Away and business expanded.  Mostly food products were sold, 
including the very popular barbecued chickens from their own farm.  The birds were 
killed, dressed and cooked on a rotisserie on the premises.   
 

Ampol Petroleum installed a petrol bowser where motorists could buy fuel especially 
during the weekend when the Balnarring Garage wasn’t open.  Pichlers Chicken Bar 
attracted many regular customers, both local and casual.  Its owners were well-known and 
liked – and the chicken was good! 
 

The business closed in the mid 1990s a few years after the death of Gertrud and was 
eventually sold.  Today the site is occupied by housing. 
 

Ilma Hackett 
Balnarring & District Historical Society 33	



End of an era for Balnarring Red Cross unit 	

After more than 100 years the Balnarring branch of the Red Cross has been forced to 
transition to Friends of the Red Cross because of an aging membership which means there 
are fewer members able or willing to take on committee roles. 
 

The branch held its Annual General Meeting in July and formally wrapped up the branch.  
As Friends of the Red Cross former branch members can still engage in certain fund- 
raising activities but will have a much less formal structure with quarterly meetings. 
 

Under its new guise the branch will continued to provide ‘Trauma Teddies’, the hand-
made soft toys that are distributed to hospitals and ambulances, run a twice yearly fund-
raising stall at Bittern market, and help with Red Cross Calling, and some members will 
continue to knit rugs for refugees. 
 

The first planned meeting of the new Friends of Red Cross group will be on 17 September 
at a member’s home rather than at Balnarring Community Hall, the venue that’s been used 
for branch meetings. 
 

“It is a shame that after all this time we are not able to continue as a fully-fledged branch,” 
President Jill Duboudin said. “We have had some first class fund-raising activities but as 
few of our members want to take on committee roles and as some of the existing 
committee members have been in their roles for nearly a decade and wanted to retire and 
no one was prepared to put their hand up to replace them, we were left with no alternative 
but to wrap up the branch,” Mrs Duboudin, who has been president for four years, said. 
 

The branch was formed in 1914 just as World War One broke out. The Peninsula Post 
newspaper wrote at the time: “Balnarring ladies on the warpath. The patriotism of our 
residents has sprung into flower, now the long expected war has burst upon us.” 
 

During the Great War the unit raised money, welcomed home soldiers and consoled those 
who had lost loved ones in the conflict. The branch carried out similar work during the 
Second World War. One member recalled that because of the fear of invasion, a casualty 
clearing station was set up at Bittern where the real estate agents now stands. Since the end 
of the war the branch’s numbers have risen and fallen but the branch’s welfare works 
continued, as did its fund-raising activities. 
 

	
The best way to find yourself   

is to lose yourself   
in the service of  others. 

 
Ghandi 
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A	terrific	finish	to	the	Financial	Year...and	to	recycling!	
	

	
	

At	 Red	 Hill	 Op	 Shop’s	 AGM	 last	 month,	 the	 President,	 Felicity	 Jackson	 announced	 that	
$73,000	in	donations	had	been	given	to	the	Peninsula	Home	Hospice	in	the	past	financial	
year.	 	This	 is	the	highest	amount	that	the	shop	has	raised	for	PHH	in	its	34	years	and	the	
Committee	and	Members	are	justifiably	very	proud	of	their	efforts.	

Donations	of	goods	arrived	all	through	the	year	and	the	team	at	Red	Hill	Op	Shop	worked	
hard	 every	week	 to	 recycle	 those	 items	 into	 the	 shop	 as	much	 as	 possible.	 	 The	monies	
raised	from	the	sale	of	those	items	has	enabled	them	to	assist	the	PHH	to	continue	with	the	
amazing	 work	 they	 do	 in	 supporting	 individuals	 and	 families	 dealing	 with	 end-of-life	
situations	and	the	challenges	those	present.		

The	Red	Hill	Op	 Shop	Committee	 and	members	 extend	 their	 thanks	 to	 all	 the	 donors	 of	
goods,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 shoppers!	 	 The	 RHOS	 group	 of	 volunteers	 is	 very	 focused	 on	
maintaining	 a	 high	 standard	 in	 the	 shop,	 so	 items	 are	 always	 in	 great	 condition	 and	
merchandised	beautifully,	and	the	word	has	spread.	 	And	to	make	 it	 just	a	bit	better,	the	
welcome	you	get	from	the	staff	on	duty	at	the	shop	is	always	warm	and	genuine.	They	want		
to	help	you	find	something	just	right	for	you!		

The	Red	Hill	Op	Shop	regularly	welcomes	people	from	all	over	the	state	who	visit	the	area	
and	shop.			

In	 addition	 to	 the	 Peninsula	 Home	 Hospice	 receiving	 donations,	 The	 Men’s	 Shed,	 local	
sporting	 teams,	Red	Hill	 Consolidated	 School	 and	Blaze	Aid	have	also	benefited	 this	 year	
from	the	Op	Shop,	while	toiletries,	quality	clothing	and	bedding	have	been	given	to	shelters	
in	the	area.		

Red	Hill	Op	Shop	thanks	the	local	community	for	their	ongoing	support.	

The	shop	is	open	Wednesdays	and	Fridays	10am-4pm	and	Saturdays	10am-1pm		
and	is	located	at	33	Mechanics	Road,	RED	HILL.		

Email	us	at	redhillopshop@gmail.com		
or	message	us	through	our	Facebook	page	www.facebook.com/redhillopshop	
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Migrants	and	Nomads	 	 	 	 	 	 	 by	Brian	Thomas	

If	you	take	a	pair	of	binoculars	and	go	down	to	the	Flinders	back	beach	on	a	cold	and	
blustery	winter’s	day,	stand	on	the	lookout	overlooking	Mushroom	Reef	and	look	out	to	
sea,	your	eyes	will	pick	up	the	gentle,	graceful,	gliding	of	albatrosses	as	they	soar	above	the	
waves.	They	skim	the	surface	on	long	skinny	wings,	disappearing	as	they	glide	into	the	
troughs	of	waves	and	then	allowing	themselves	to	be	lifted	high	into	the	sky	and	carried	
downwind	until	once	again	they	drop	to	catch	the	air	currents	just	above	the	waves.	It’s	a	
mesmerising	sight;	a	melody	in	movement;	the	ease	and	beauty	with	which	they	display	
their	complete	mastery	of	the	winds	is	almost	hypnotic.		

It	would	come	as	a	surprise	to	many	people	that	you	can	see	albatrosses	from	the	cliffs	and	
shorelines	of	our	peninsula,	as	we	mostly	identify	these	birds	with	the	open	oceans	or	
remote	islands	where	they	breed.	But	they	do	venture	surprisingly	close	to	shore	and	can	
sometimes	be	seen	from	the	Queenscliff-Sorrento	ferry,	bobbing	about	on	the	waves,	as	it	
crosses	Port	Phillip	Bay.	

A	couple	of	years	ago	some	work	colleagues	of	mine	found	two	Shy	Albatrosses	washed	up	
on	Sorrento	back	beach;		another	–	a	Light-mantled	Sooty	Albatross	was	found	in	
Gunnamatta	car	park;	yet	another	albatross	–	probably	another	Shy		(though	its	condition	
was	such	that	positive	identification	was	difficult)	on	Balnarring	Beach.	

The	two	Shy	Albatrosses	were	interesting	in	the	fact	that	they	both	wore	bands	on	their	
legs	that	had	been	placed	there	by	researchers	when	the	birds	were	chicks	on	Albatross	
Island	–	a	tiny	nature	reserve	off	the	north-west	coast	of	Tasmania.	One	band	had	been	
placed	on	the	bird’s	leg	17	years	ago	and	the	other	27	years	ago.		

A	Shy	Albatross.	Photo	by	Steve	Wright	
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This	research,	amongst	other	information	gained	by	banding,	shows	just	how	long-lived	
these	birds	are.	One	of	these	birds	is	now	suspended	from	the	ceiling	of	Coolart’s	visitor	
centre.	

Another	banded	albatross	named	Wisdom	–	a	Laysan	Albatross	–was	recorded	breeding	on	
Midway	Island	in	the	North	Pacific	Ocean	at	over	63	years	old.	It	was	calculated	that	she	
would	have	hatched	around	35	chicks	in	her	lifetime.	Not	a	huge	number	of	offspring	given	
her	age	but	the	larger	Albatross	species	are	slow	breeders	with	most	laying	a	single	egg	at	a	
time	and	only	breeding	every	other	year.		

The	Light-mantled	Sooty	Albatross	is	a	rare	visitor	to	these	waters,	usually	being	found	
much	further	south.	It’s	a	particularly	beautiful	bird	-	sooty	brown	head,	throat	and	wings	
with	a	paler	back	and	breast.	Described	like	this	it	doesn’t	sound	very	alluring	but	the	
softness	and	beauty	of	this	bird’s	plumage	can	only	really	be	appreciated	when	seen	in	real	
life	–	or	real	death	in	this	case.	When	I	opened	the	bag	that	contained	the	bird’s	body	I	
couldn’t	help	but	let	out	an	involuntary	gasp	of	astonishment	on	seeing	this	beautiful	bird.	

So	why	did	they	die?	An	autopsy	might	give	us	a	definitive	answer	but	it	is	fair	to	speculate	
that	these	birds	succumbed	to	exhaustion	after	battling	the	fierce	southerly	storms	that	
were	occurring	around	this	time.	Even	such	masters	of	the	air	as	albatrosses	need	to	eat	
and	might	find	feeding	difficult	in	prolonged	stormy	weather,	leading	to	exhaustion	and	
eventual	death.	

Albatrosses	mate	for	life	and	the	pair	bond	is	kept	strong	with	elaborate	courtship	displays.		
Nearly	all	the	species	of	albatrosses	are	endangered	to	some	degree	–	some	critically	so.	
The	causes	are	varied	but	include	introduced	animal	pests	on	their	nesting	islands	which	
destroy	their	habitat	or	prey	on	nesting	birds	and	their	young.	

A	particularly	gruesome	threat	is	long-line	fishing	where	lines	of	baited	hooks	are	paid	out	
behind	fishing	boats	to	catch	fish.	These	lines	can	be	up	to	100km	long	with	3000	baited	
hooks.	Sea	birds,	including	albatrosses	are	attracted	to	the	bait	and	are	caught	by	the	hooks	
and	then	dragged	beneath	the	waves	and	drown.	A	lot	of	good	work	has	been	done	to	
modify	this	type	of	fishing	so	that	the	baits	sink	before	the	birds	have	a	chance	to	grab	
them.	This	benefits	the	fishermen	who	don’t	waste	baits	and	therefore	catch	more	fish	
(good	news	for	the	albatrosses,	but	bad	news	for	the	fish).	It	was	estimated	that	up	to	
50,000	albatrosses	were	killed	this	way	each	year	before	the	safer	practices	were	
introduced.	It’s	a	shame	that	these	sailors	did	not	have	the	same	superstition	of	killing	
albatrosses	as	those	in	The	Rime	of	the	Ancient	Mariner.		

Another	threat	is	discarded	plastics.	The	adult	birds	pick	up	bits	of	floating	plastics	thinking	
they	are	bits	of	marine	life,	eat	them	and	then	return	to	the	nest	and	feed	it	to	their	chicks;	
the	chicks’	stomachs	can	become	so	full	of	these	plastics	that	they	starve	to	death.	 37	



But	let’s	return	to	a	happier	scene	and	our	albatrosses	effortlessly	scything	the	air	on	long	
stiff	wings.	They	stay	aloft	with	barely	a	flap	and	you		can	imagine	that	holding	wings	of	
such	length	in	that	position	for	extended	periods	takes	a	great	deal	of	effort	but	albatrosses	
have	a	trick	up	their	rather	long	sleeves.	Their	wings	are	equipped	with	a	special	locking	
mechanism	in	their	tendons	which	reduces	the	effort	needed	to	hold	them	in	position.		

The	most	common	species	that	you	are	likely	to	see	from	our	shores	are	either	Shy	or	
Black-browed	Albatrosses.	Both	have	dark	upperparts	and	snowy	white	underparts	with	
wing	spans	of	up	to	2.5	metres;	an	impressive	span	but	not	quite	as	impressive	as	the	
Wandering	Albatross	with	a	world	record	wing	span	of	3.5	metres.	Wisdom,	the	
aforementioned	63	year	old	mother,	also	holds	the	world	record	for	the	oldest	recorded	
wild	bird.	Albatrosses	are	also	in	contention	for	the	longest	incubation	period	of	any	bird	–	
around	85	days	–	rivalling	New	Zealand’s	Brown	Kiwi.	

Albatrosses	make	good	use	of	their	powers	of	flight	and	travel	vast	distances.	One	which	
was	radio	tracked	travelled	33,000	km	in	10	weeks	and	when	they	have	young	they	can	
travel	up	to	10,000	km	to	search	for	food	to	feed	their	chicks.	

These	distances	are	mind	bogglingly	immense	but	down	on	the	beach	below	the	Mushroom	
Reef	lookout	are	little	birds	that	perform	equally	amazing	flights.	Scurrying	about	on	the	
water	line	are	small	flocks	of	wading	birds:	Red-necked	Stints,	coloured	grey	above	and	
white	below	and	little	bigger	than	a	sparrow;	Ruddy	Turnstones,	about	the	size	of	a	
blackbird	and	patterned	somewhat	splotchily	black,	white	and	brown;	and	Double-banded	
Plovers,	light,	grey-brown	above	and	white	below	with	two	bands	across	the	chest	which	
can	range	from	being	rather	faint	to	quite	bold	as	the	birds	moult	into	their	breeding	
plumage.	The	Double-banded	Plover	comes	in	between	the	other	two	species	size-wise	and	
is	rather	special	in	that	it	is	the	only	east-west	migratory	shore	bird	in	the	world.	After	
breeding	on	sandy	beaches	and	braided	river	beds	of	New	Zealand	part	of	the	population	
fly	the	Tasman	Sea	to	winter	in	Australia.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Red-necked	SKnt.	Photo	by	Gary	Sissons	



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

The	Stints	and	the	Turnstones	are	the	typical	north-south	migrants	but	these	birds	on	the	
beach	are	ones	that	have	been	left	behind.	They	are	over-wintering	probably	because	they	
are	young,	non-breeding	birds,	while	their	relatives	have	flown	north	on	a	great	migration	
to	the	northern	hemisphere	where	they	nest	in	northern	Siberia.		In	2009	several	
Turnstones	were	banded	on	Flinders	beach	by	researchers	of	the	Victorian	Wader	Studies	
Group	and	Deakin	University.	The	birds	were	also	fitted	with	a	light-weight	geo-locator	
attached	to	a	leg	which	allowed	the	researchers	to	track	their	progress.	The	results	were	
staggering.	One	bird	flew	6700	km	to	Taiwan	in	just	over	six	days,	NON-STOP!		After	resting	
and	“re-fuelling”	on	Taiwan’s	mudflats	it	continued	on	the	next	leg	of	its	journey	to	the	
Yellow	Sea,	northern	China	and	finally	to	Siberia	.	This	bird	was	tracked	for	two	consecutive	
years	and	interestingly	the	migration	routes	taken	each	year	were	different	and	other	birds	
tracked	in	this	way	also	showed	that	their	choice	of	route	varied.			In	2009	its	route	took	it	
almost	directly	from	Flinders	to	Taiwan	and	then	on	to	Siberia.	After	breeding,	it	returned	
to	Flinders	via	the	Aleutian	Islands,	Kiribati	and	New	South	Wales.	In	2010	it	took	a	more	
westerly	route	to	Hainan	Island	and	then	north	to	Siberia	returning	home	this	time	via	the	
Marshall	Islands	and	Vanuatu.		

This	knowledge	of	the	birds’	migratory	patterns	is	important	for	their	protection	as	the	
numbers	of	all	migratory	shorebirds	has	plummeted.	

A	major	threat	to	their	survival	is	the	so-called	“reclamation”	of	mud	flats	for	building	and	
industrial	development,	particularly	at	their	refuelling	sites	in	Asia.	Mudflats	are	the	feeding	
grounds	that	these	migrants	need	to	rest,	feed	and	regain	their	energy	for	the	next	leg	of	
their	migration.	Nor	are	these	threats	found	only	overseas:	the	mudflats	and	beaches	of	
Western	Port	are	the	summer	feeding	grounds	for	many	species	of	migratory	wading	birds	
and	are	wetlands	of	international	importance:	indeed	Australia	is	signatory	to	the	Ramsar	
Convention	by	which	it	agrees	to	protect	these	wetlands	of	which	Australia	has	65,	
including	our	own	Western	Port	Bay.	

Ruddy	Turnstones.	Photo	by	Gary	Sissons	
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The	next	Cme	you	see	David	AXenborough	on	TV	showing	you	amazing	birds	that	
perform	spectacular	feats	and	you	think	to	yourself,	“I’d	like	to	see	those	in	real	life.”	
Well,	take	a	walk	down	to	our	sea	shores	–	they	are	in	our	backyard.	
	
Brian	Thomas	
	
References:		
Flight	of	the	Turnstone	Wingspan	(Birdlife	Australia)	2011	
Shorebirds	in	Australia,	BreX	Lane	and	Jeff	Davies	
The	World	of	Birds,	James	Elphick	
		

	
FLINDERS	SINGERS	

	
Want	to	Sing?	

Good	for	your	health	and	wellbeing.	
	

The	Flinders	Singers	are	looking	for	new	choir	members.	
	

We	are	a	friendly	and	inclusive	bunch.	No	auditions!	
Voices	of	all	calibres	accepted.	All	you	need	is	a	love	of	singing.	

	
Practice	times	

Late	afternoons	Flinders	(Mornington	Peninsula)	
	

Contact	
Ian	5989	8819	or	0488	160	096	

Antony	0403	216	410	
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NEPAL TRIP  
Adventure, Yoga and Meditation experience 

                    April school holidays 2019 
 

                       5 day Himalayan trek 
  White water rafting on Trishuli river 
                             Monkey Temples 
                 Bhaktapur Durbar Square 
         Natural hot springs experience 
                         Nepali cultural show 
                         Yoga and Meditation 

	

ONLY $2950 
twin share. 
Includes all 

accommodation, internal 
travel, yoga and food. 

International flights extra. 
Contact Anna for more information 

Ph: 0429 435 726  
info@thebusinessofyoga.com.au	

Balnarring	Men’s	Probus	Club	
	

Our	next	two	mee3ng	are	on	Fridays,	August	24th		and	September	28th	
at	9.30am	at	the	Balnarring	Community	Hall.	

	

Whilst	the	warmer	climate	of	the	northern	states	is	drawing	many	members	away	over	
the	winter	months,	we	conCnue	to	have	over	60	members	aXend	our		

monthly	General	MeeCngs.		
Our	list	of	guest	speakers	over	the	next	few	months	includes	Steve	Robinson	from	the	

RACV	on	Driving	for	Seniors,	a	Grand	Final	Eve	debate	on	the	subject	of		
AFL	vs	Rugby	League	vs	Soccer	as	the	top	football	code,	and	a		

seminar	covering	reCrement	villages,	all	of	which		
aims	to	inform	as	well	as	entertain.		

As	always,	our	Day	Trip	organiser	has	a	host	of	great	desCnaCons	planned	for	the	next	
few	months,	with	visits	to	the	Synchrotron,	Moorabbin	Airport	Museum		

and	the	Lancaster	Bomber	restoraCon	at	Point	Cook.	
Our	photographic	acCvity	group,	beXer	known	as	the	Happy	Snappers,	have	been		

kept	busy	indoors	learning	the	art	of	photo	restoraCon	(the	computer		
driven	repair	of	damage	to	old	print	photos).	

ReCred	and	semi-reCred	men	are	most	welcome	to	be	our	guest	at	our	next	General	
meeCngs	on	Fridays	24th	August	and	28th	September	commencing	at	9.30	am		

at	the	Balnarring	Community	Hall.	
For	further	informaCon	contact	Peter	on	5931	3237	or	check	our	web	site	

hXp://probussouthpacific.org.microsites/balnarring/home		
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Pedestrian	Crossing	on	Frankston-Flinders	Rd	Balnarring	

On	June	16,	I	sent	a	feedback	form	to	VicRoads,	asking	them	when	a	lights-operated	
pedestrian	crossing	would	be	installed	in	Frankston-Flinders	Rd	in	the	vicinity	of	the	
Balnarring	Hall,	pointing	out	to	them	the	amount	of	traffic	that	uses	the	main	road	as	a	
thoroughfare	or	to	visit	the	shopping	centre.	I	also	pointed	out	to	them	that	in	Flinders	
there	are	two	pedestrian	crossings	within	100	metres	of	each	other	and	with	probably	only	
40%	of	the	traffic	that	Balnarring	has.	

I	received	a	reply	on	July	4	and,	in	precis	form,	it	said:	

Thank	you	for	your	enquiry	June	16	re	pedestrian	crossing	in	Balnarring.		

VicRoads	has	received	many	requests	for	a	pedestrian	crossing	on	this	site	and	we	
investigate	all	fully.	

At	this	time	VicRoads	will	install	pedestrian	warning	signs	on	the	west	approach	of	
Frankston-Flinders	Rd,	east	of	Russell	St,	as	well	as	on	the	east	approach,	east	of	
Sandy	Point	Rd	at	the	existing	pedestrian	refuge,	to	increase	driver	awareness.		
These	are	expected	to	be	installed	by	the	end	of	August	2018.	

VicRoads	does	not	consider	a	zebra	crossing	at	this	location	to	be	a	safe	solution.	

I	then	replied	on	July	10:	

Thank	you	for	your	reply	BUT	I	do	not	believe	installing	warning	signs	will	help,	
likewise	a	zebra	crossing.	

What	is	required	is	pedestrian-operated	signals,	as	at	Bittern.	These	were	installed	
AFTER	a	girl	was	struck	by	a	car	while	trying	to	cross	Frankston-Flinders	Rd	outside	
the	Bittern	Railway	station.	

I	certainly	hope	we	do	not	have	to	wait	until	an	accident	occurs	before	VicRoads	
installs	a	proper	pedestrian	crossing.	

I	STILL	AWAIT	A	REPLY.	

Terry	Mulcahy		
2	YORK	AVE	BALNARRING	
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HOMELESS IN WINTER 

This	winter	is	forecast	to	be	even	colder	than	last…	
imagine	being	homeless	and	trying	to	survive.	

Melbourne	Period	Project	has	prioritised	the	following	for	this	year’s	collection:	
	

· New	sleeping	bags	
· Mittens	/	gloves,	scarves,	beanies	
· School	supplies	

	

Please	donate	directly	to:		
Melbourne Homeless Collective 

BSB	063	027			Account	10118955	Commonwealth	Bank	of	Australia	
	

For more information 
 

 Contact me, Barb Rimington 5983 2245 
or check out...  

 

Website  http://wwww.MelbournePeriodProject.org.au 
 

Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/PeriodProjectMelbourne 
 

Twitter  @PeriodProjMelb 
 

Instagram  @MelbournePeriodProject 
 

AGL	state	that	aeer	the	extensive	land	clearing	required	for	the	pipeline	to	be	installed	
from	Pakenham	to	Crib	Point,	the	land	will	then	be	good	to	graze	cahle.	Since	methane	is	
Liquid	Natural	Gas,	then	maybe	the	cahle	could	be	obliging	and	burp	into	their	pipeline	
to	further	reduce	the	gas	price	!!!	SUE	KING	 43	











This	month	the	grade	six	students	at	Balnarring	Primary	School	
learnt	about	Australian	immigration	around	the	1950s.	They	all	
wrote	an	information	narrative	pretending	to	be	a	character	
immigrating	to	Australia.	Below	is	an	example,	written	by	
Layla.

Two	brothers,	me,	one	life.	Everything	being	packed	away.	Every	memory.	Every	laugh.	Every	cry.		
Gone.	My	mum	died	when	I	was	born	and	not	long	after	that	my	dad	died	from	a	disease	in	world	
war	ll.	Life	has	been	a	struggle	since	they’ve	been	gone.	My	older	brothers,	Azriel,	23,	and	Benjamin,	
22	have	been	working	hard	for	money	and	food.	I	am	Frieda	Hoffenberg,	and	this	is	my	story.

Click.	Drag.	Click.	Drag.	My	old,	wrecked	shoes	dragging	along	the	concrete	footpath,	rubble	all	
around	it.	It	has	only	been	half	a	year	since	World	War	ll.	I’m	walking	home	from	school	and	out	of	
the	corner	of	my	eye,	I	notice	people	barging	through	and	crowding	around	a	wooden	post.	I	run	
over	there,	barging	through	the	herds	of	people.	And	then	I	see	it.	A	massive	poster.	Our	one	way	
ticket	to	a	new	life	on	a	foreign	land.	Australia!	I	have	to	tell	Azriel	and	Benjamin!	I	sprint	home,	
thoughts	rushing	through	my	head.	Home.	I	know	I	can’t	take	all	my	stuff	with	me.	“Azriel!	Benjamin!	
We	can	go	to	Australia	for	only	ninety	six	Ruhr!’’	I	see	the	look	on	their	faces,	displaying	excitement	
and	nerves.	‘’We	have	to	go,’’	Azriel	says.	‘’If	we	don’t,	we	will	be	stuck	in	this	life,	struggling	to	
survive.’’	Benjamin	nods	his	head	in	agreement.	I	jump	up	and	down	and	scream,	‘’we’re	going	to	
Australia!	Wait,	where	is	Australia?’’	Benjamin	and	Azriel	chuckle.

One	month	passes	and	we	finally	make	the	ninety	six	Ruhr	required	to	get	to	Australia.	Azriel	comes	
into	my	room	and	says,	‘’hey	Frieda,	need	some	help	with	deciding	what	to	bring?’’	‘’You	bet	I	do.	I	
seriously	just	want	to	pack	my	whole	room	in	one	suitcase	but	I	know	that’s	not	possible.’’	I	burst	into	
tears.	Maybe	immigrating	to	Australia	wasn’t	such	a	good	idea.	No,	there’s	no	turning	back	now.	I	will	
just	wear	heaps	of	layers	of	clothes	and	put	my	sentimental	belongings	in	my	suit	case.

Here	it	is.	The	boat	to	Australia.	I	look	up.	It’s	towering	over	me.	I	get	on,	and	begin	to	observe	my	
surroundings	for	the	next	six	weeks.	This	is	it.	The	journey	to	a	new	life.	The	seas	were	rough	and	my	
brothers	got	terribly	sea	sick	and	it	was	up	to	me	to	look	after	them.	I	am	only	five	by	the	way!	We	
had	stopovers	at	Fremantle,	Cape	Town	and	the	Cape	of	Good	Hope.	My	personal	favourite	was	Cape	
Town	because	there	was	a	beautiful	beach	and	I	got	to	swim!	Benjamin	liked	Cape	Town	as	well	and	
Azriel	loved	Fremantle.	The	most	stressful	time	was	the	arrival	in	Melbourne.	The	air	was	so	foreign	
and	the	food	smelt	a	bit	odd.	Before	I	was	allowed	to	roam	around,	I	had	to	take	an	intelligence	test	
in	French.	You	had	to	get	over	eighty	percent	to	get	through	to	the	beautiful	country	and	I	got	
through	with	eighty	seven	percent!	I	am	pretty	smart	for	a	five	year	old.

It	has	been	a	year	and	I	am	now	six.	I	live	on	I	farm	with	my	two	brothers	and	sisters	in	law,	Azriel,	a	
doctor,	Benjamin,	a	farmer,	Benjamin’s	wife	Grace	Leslie	and	Azriel’s	wife,	Merida.	We	have	plenty	of	
money	and	we	are	happy.	I	was	born	a	German,	but	Australia	is	my	home.
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Quote	Of		The	Month
Everyone	smiles	in	the	same	
language.Colour	us	in!
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How	do	we	get	the	best	for	the	environment	as	well	as	cheaper	electricity?	

Our	situation	varies.		Some	of	us	have	solar	PV	panels	purchased	early	with	a	
high	feed-in	tariff	agreement.	Some	have	PV	panels	with	a	low	feed-in	tariff.	
Some	do	not	have	solar	but	pay	whatever	our	provider	bills	us.	A	very	few	are	
off-grid	altogether.	

“Providers	use	the	pretence	of	‘consumer	choice’	to	confuse	consumers	by	
offering	them	an	array	of	confusing	and	literally	incomparable	products	that	
prevent	consumers	from	making	an	informed	choice	about	which	member	of	
the	oligopoly	offers	them	the	best	deal.”	Bernard	Keane	–Crikey	

Why	are	Renewables,	solar	and	wind,	under	attack	from	some	politicians?	

I	am	concerned	that	the	mandate	given	to	the	Consumer	watch	dog,	the	
ACCC,	for	the	Retail	Electricity	Pricing	Inquiry,	may	have	been	too	narrow	and	
might	miss	the	important	issue	of	saving	the	planet.	Can	anybody	tell	me	if	I	
am	wrong?	

Why	do	some	politicians	cherry	pick	and	distort	statements	in	the	ACCC	to	
suit	their	own	narrow	fossil	fuel	agenda?	

eg The ACCC has recommended the government underwrite baseload power 
investments. Once again common sense of @The_Nationals is vindicated! 
 - Jul 11, 2018 Matt Canavan 
	

But	let	us	look	at	the	science	and	economics	in	an	informed	rational	way.	
We	now	know	that	Solar	and	Wind	are	much	cheaper	than	coal	and	gas.	We	
know	that	with	affordable	battery	storage	we	can	provide	power	to	industry	
as	well	as	to	domestic	users	when	the	sun	is	not	shining	and	wind	is	not	right.	
Pumped	hydro	can	assist	in	some	cases.	Demand	management	may	require	a	
different	payment	methodology	for	providers.	Why	do	we	need	to	complicate	
matters?	Sure	we	have	to	re-look	at	our	expensive	grid	network	
infrastructure.	Sure	we	have	to	come	to	terms	with	the	fact	that	these	huge	
coal	deposits	are	no	longer	the	assets	we	thought	they	were.	We	need	both	
small	and	large-scale	renewables.	Help	me	with	my	concerns,	help	keep	our	
rapid	global	temp	rise	down,	help	save	the	oceans	from	rapidly	acidifying	and	
the	sea	level	from	rapidly	rising	by	stopping	the	CO2	emissions	where	we	
can.	Surely	we	can	do	it	by	saving	costs	too.		

More	from	Roger	Richards	around	‘electricity’	
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ACCC wants federal rooftop solar subsidy abolished by 2021 
By Giles Parkinson on July 11, 2018 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, in a report on how electricity consumers 
have been ripped off by network companies, generators and retailers, has targeted the technology 
with the least impact, and probably biggest benefit – rooftop solar – for the most dramatic action. 

The ACCC has called for the federal small-scale renewable energy scheme (SRES), which 
provides an upfront rebate, to be wound down and “abolished” by 2021. 

At the same time, in a series of scatter-shot proposals, it has called on the federal government to 
underwrite the construction of new “dispatchable” generation, including coal and gas plants. 

It also says it supports the proposed National Energy Guarantee, even though it admits it could 
further reduce competition, and therefore add to pricing pressures. 

The bombshell, however, is the proposal to scrap the SRES scheme, which is already being 
progressively wound down, decreasing each year from 2016/17 until its planned phase out in 
2030. But the ACCC wants this to be accelerated, saying it is unfair to non-solar customers. 

 

Its own data estimates this scheme costs consumers, including those who do not own solar, no 
more than 40c a week – or about 5 per cent of total price rises in recent years that are largely due 
to inflated network costs, price gouging in wholesale markets and retail rip-offs 

Nowhere in the 369 page report does the ACCC calculate the benefit of rooftop solar, despite 
most networks recognising it has reduced, delayed and narrowed the most costly part of the 
electricity market, the afternoon demand peak. 

The ACCC makes one brief mention of the potential for rooftop solar to reduce demand and lower 
prices. 

“In light of the dramatic reduction in solar PV installation costs, the ACCC considers the case for a 
subsidy for small-scale solar installations is now weak, and is of the view that the SRES should be 
ended earlier than its currently scheduled end date in 2030,” it says. 
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 “Removing the SRES would save an average residential customer in the NEM $15–30 per year 
depending on state.” This equates to a saving to households of between 28c and 56c a week. 

“This could be done by stating that certificates would no longer be created by new installations, or 
required to be redeemed by retailers, after a certain time.” 

The decision is likely to make it harder for lower income and other households, that had hitherto 
found it difficult to find the money for rooftop solar, just as new programs are introduced that would 
make it easier for them to invest in the bill cutting technology. 

Rooftop solar is currently going through another boom, with a record 1.5GW expected to be 
installed this year, as more businesses turn to the technology to deflect soaring grid costs. The 
rebate applies to installations of 100kW or less. 

Indeed, rooftop solar is expected to continue to surge towards 58GW by 2050 – from just over 
7GW now – as more households turn to rooftop solar, in particular renters and low-income 
households, and as larger business install even bigger systems (which would not qualify for the 
rebate). 

This is considered to be a good thing. The Australian Energy Markert Operator says Australia can 
expect a grid that sources nearly half of its supply from distributed energy – including battery 
storage. BloombergNEF comes to the same conclusions. 

A move to close the SRES scheme nearly a decade early would likely deprive lower income 
households of the opportunity to move into the market, although it would have no impact on 
industrial demand, which is expected to be close to 30GW by 2050. 

The ACCC acknowledges the “inequity” of its proposal for those who had yet to install solar, 
suggesting that it would result in a significant downturn in installations, but said that by ending the 
scheme in 2021 – and not immediately, which it said was one option – could give people time to 
install. 

(This suggests that the ACCC has learned nothing from the management of the feed-in tariff 
schemes, and the way those premium tariffs were managed, and which resulted in a boom-bust 
scenario for the industry). 

The proposal was met with astonishment by the Smart Energy Council, which noted that installing 
solar was the one thing that households could do to combat the surge in prices caused by the 
unjustified and unfair increases in network, wholesale and retail costs identified by the ACCC. 

“The one thing householders can do to slash their power bills is to install solar,” CEO John Grimes 
said in an email to stakeholders. 

“The federal government needs to immediately rule out abolishing the SRES. Uncertainty around 
the SRES will cause unnecessary panic and confusion for consumers and the industry.” 

Solar Citizens also responded. “Slashing the small-scale renewable energy scheme is absolutely 
the wrong way to go if you want to save households money on their electricity bill,” said senior 
campaigner Shani Tager. 
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 “Already 1.8 million Australian households and businesses have put solar on their rooftops 
because it’s the best way to guarantee savings on your electricity bill. 

“Energy consumers are tired of being taken for a ride by electricity retailers, which is why 
Australians are installing solar at record rates so that they can take the power back into their own 
hands.” 

Indeed, the ACCC report continues its bias against renewable energy subsidies – saying that the 
large-scale renewable energy target had “distorted the market” in Australia. It did not recommend 
any changes or early phase-out of the LRET, though, despite widespread calls from conservatives 
to do so. 

Extraordinarily, it focuses only on the “spot market” for the large-scale certificate price, which 
accounts for a tiny fraction of the market. It ignores the fact that most new wind and solar farms 
are signing contracts that attribute zero or minimal value to the LGCs. 

Instead, the ACCC – which has dismissed price gouging by generators in the past as “the market 
at work”, with a light-touch regulatory supervision – wants more gas reserves opened up, and it 
wants government to underwrite new generation, including potentially coal plants. 

It does, however, urge state governments to write down the value of state-owned networks, and 
wants to impose rules that limit companies with 20 per cent or more market share from acquiring 
more generation capacity. 

The ACCC investigation into wholesale prices confirms what everyone has known – that the 
generators are gaming the market. 

Bids from coal generators in NSW and Queensland had increased far beyond the increased cost 
of generation, and even Snowy Hydro – the fourth biggest utility now owned by the federal 
government – has nearly doubled the price of its bids, even though the cost of hydro generation 
has, of course, not shifted a jot. 

It notes that the lack of competition in the South Australian market had affected prices there, 
although it concedes this has been eased by the introduction of the Tesla big battery, and 
resumed generation from Pelican Point. 

What is intriguing is the proposal for the government to write power purchase agreements for new 
generation that would cover output from years six to 15 of the plant. 

Ostensibly, this is in response to the inability of major customers to contract for more than five 
years. The ACCC says this should be open to all technologies that can prove to be dispatchable. It 
proposes a price of $45-50/MWh. The Nationals took it as a sign of support for their push for new 
coal generation. 

***************************************************** 

Giles Parkinson went on to say in a followup article: 
Canavan is truly delusional if he believes this has anything to do with the lack of baseload or the cost of 
gas. It has everything to do with market bidding strategies and the lack of competition. 
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www.thecoast.com.au - Ph: 03 5983 1980
Shop 27A, Balnarring Village Shopping Centre

Selling with The Coast
Partner with the trusted coastal property specialists

Selecting the best real estate agency team to sell your home is vital to achieving an 
outstanding result. As the trusted coastal property specialists, we are experts in selling 
homes along the Mornington Peninsula’s spectacular Western Port coast and hinterland. 
The Coast team are committed to providing exceptional service and a unique real estate 
experience that you’ll remember for all the right reasons.

best buyers to your home and achieving outstanding results.

Thinking of selling? Call the trusted local team today.

A better way to 
connect buyers     

and sellers

Proven systems 
and a trusted team 

approach

Expert knowledge along 
the Western Port coast          

and hinterland

Your Local Team: Jackie, David, Egidio and Andrew



!
Have!you!visited!the!friendly!Op.Shop!in!Crib!Point?!

!

It can be a fantastic experience for you and a lot of fun. It is exciting and 
there are heaps of bargains. Come in and browse. Buy something for 
your house, your children or your husband/wife, and yourself and get 
something additional as a present. 

Also you will be contributing to your community because thousands of 
dollars are distributed as grants back to your community each year.  

Westernport	
Op	Shop		

149	Disney	St,	
Crib	Point		

OPEN	
Wed,	Thurs,	

Friday	
9.30	-	3.30	
Saturday			9.30	–	1.00	

COTTIER 
STENNING

LAWYERS

CS

13/200 Queen Street Melbourne 3000 

and visiting offices at Frankston and Dandenong

Call us today on 0407 305 407 for 

more information on how we can 

help you achieve your legal needs

• Wills and Probate

• Conveyancing

• Family Law

• Litigation

• Crimes Compensation

• Police Matters

• Car and Bike Accidents
PHONE 0407 305 407

EMAIL philipc@cottierstenninglawyers.com.au

WEB www.cottierstenninglawyers.com.au

PHILIP C COTTIER 
BA LL.B PRINCIPAL

Free First Interview, reasonable rates 

and prompt service

Home visits available
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BALNARRING	LADIES	PROBUS	
		

If	you	are	a	reCred	or	semi-reCred	lady	looking	for	good	company	and	interesCng	
acCviCes,	come	along	to	Balnarring	Ladies	Probus.		

	
We	have	SCmulaCng	Speakers,	Book	Group,	Scrabble,	Café	Group,	Crat	Group,	

Films,	Walking	Group,	Convivial	Luncheons,	OuCngs	and	Shopping	Trips,	as	well	as	
a	regular	monthly	NewsleXer	to	keep	you	up	to	date	with	events.	

	
Join	us	as	our	guest	for	any	meeCng	at:	

Balnarring	Hall	No.	2	(opposite	the	shops)	
10am	on	the	4th	Wednesday	of	the	month	

You	will	be	made	very	welcome.	
		

Just	come	along	or	get	further	informaCon	from:	
Eileen	5983	5053	or	Joan	0408	134	143	
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Balnarring Musos Open Mike Nights 
in August & September 

 

                          Wednesdays 
                         August 1st, 15th, 29th 

                         September  12th, 26th 

                         at Balnarring Hall 
 

Doors open at 7pm; music starts at 8pm and ends at 11pm.  
Tea and coffee available, or (over18s) bring a bevvie to enjoy. 

 

Come along and have a ball!! 
A	huge	thank	you	to	all	who	conKnue	to	donate	

	at	the	door	to	help	us	to	pay	our	way		
and	support	musical	endeavour	within	our	community.	

Thank	you	to	all	who	help	set	up	and	pack	up.	
	It’s	a	big	job	and	the	help	is	appreciated. 
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CONTRIBUTING	TO	THE	BRIDGE	
	
The	Bridge	is	a	bi-monthly	independent	community	magazine	for	Balnarring	and	
surrounding	areas.	The	views	expressed	within	are	those	of	the	writers	and	not	necessarily	
those	of	the	Editor,	Community	or	any	organisaCon.	Financial	contribuCons	are	welcomed	
and	a	form	to	fill	in	is	within	this	issue	should	you	wish	to	contribute	a	donaCon.	
		
GUIDELINES	FOR	THE	BRIDGE	CONTRIBUTIONS	
The	contributor’s	name	must	appear	with	the	arCcle	and	contact	informaCon	is	
recommended.	If	emailing,	please	use	A4	page	format	with	1.5cm	margins,	14	point	font	
size	and	single	spacing.	Headings	with	a	font	of	18.	Send	as	a	Word	or	Pages	format	file	to	
info@bridgemag.com.au	or	PO	Box	248	Balnarring	VIC	3926.	Ideally,	file	sizes	no	bigger	
than	1.5MB	please.	
		
Deadlines	for	submissions	are	as	follows:	
		
January	10th	(February/March	issue)	
March	10th	(April/May	issue)	
May	10th	(June/July	issue)	
July	10th	(August/September	issue)	
September	10th	(October/November	issue)	
November	10th	(December/January	issue)	
		
Our	number	of	pages	is	limited	so	“first	come,	first	served”.		Submissions	for	mulCple	
issues	must	be	made	each	issue	unless	otherwise	agreed.	Acronyms	to	be	wriXen	in	full	at	
first	menCon	followed	by	the	acronym	in	brackets,	e.g.	“Community	Centre	(C.C.)”.		
		
The	primary	focus	of	The	Bridge	is	to	promote	free	community	events.	Volunteer	
organisa3ons	are	encouraged	to	submit	up	to	one	page	per	month	and	will	not	be	
charged.	All	entries	that	create	income,	including	employment	and	housing,	count	as	
adverts.	“What’s	On”	entries	are	Free	with	a	paid	advert,	or	a	small	fee	applies	for	
income-crea3ng	entries	otherwise.	Personal	words	from	individuals	are	also	free	to	enter.	
Businesses	holding	events,	workshops,	etc.	in	the	coming	months	are	encouraged	to	
contribute.			
	
Content	that	speaks	negaCvely	of	any	individual	or	group	will	not	be	published.	Groups	
should	comment	on	their	own	acCviCes	only,	unless	in	appreciaCon.	The	editorial	review	
team	reserve	the	right	to	edit	and/or	refuse	contribuCons	where	necessary.		Copyright	on	
images	used	remains	the	responsibility	of	the	contributor,	and	photographers	must	be	
credited.		
		
Please	contact	us	for	ad	rates	or	visit	our	website	www.bridgemag.com.au.		
Please	send	queries	regarding	fees	to	info@bridgemag.com.au	

THE BRIDGE 
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