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From the President 

Devilbend Reserve – Looking to the future 

I am delighted that education is a fundamental theme these days at 
Devilbend Reserve. The Devilbend Ambassadors’ field activities of 
bird monitoring, frog census, seed propagation, vegetation planting 
and Waterwatch coordinated by Hansi Wegner have been 
enthusiastically embraced by Tyabb Railway Station Primary School 
and Moorooduc Primary School students and teachers.  

I would like to thank Roger Skipsey and Wayne Jenkins of the Rotary 
Club of Mt Martha, and Susan Clarke and Simon Westford of Birdlife 
Mornington Peninsula for their donation of binoculars for the 
Ambassadors. 

Field education is in line with our vision to create a world-class 
reserve for future generations achieved through restoration over time 
of all Devilbend Reserve land, and our commitments to a cultural 
learning process reconnecting people with nature and with one 
another, and working together with positive and effective alliances. 

Basic flora and fauna monitoring is essential to achieve the right long-
term conservation outcomes. The baton must be handed on to a new 
group of young people who can become educated in the broad 
ecology, and have the skills to advise and at times pressure the 
Reserve Managers to do the right things. 

The battle for fresh water is increasing throughout the continent. We 
have widespread drought to our north and pressure to divert 
environmental flows. On the Peninsula both humans and over 50 
wetland bird species are so fortunate to have the Devilbend Reserve. It 
is now a world recognised Key Biodiversity Area (KBA). We must 
advertise this fact widely and inform people of the benefits. We have 
submitted a design for KBA notices to Parks Victoria and eagerly 
await their installation. 

I would like to welcome Michael Mann, who came to our last meeting 
and who has been great assistance at our monthly bird counts. He has 
helped identify some difficult birds with his camera skills. Water 
sampling is another of his assets. 

 Musk Duck (Male) Bittern Reservoir 2018 

photo Michael Mann 

We all are looking forward to another great Annual Field Day and 
AGM on 20th Oct. 

Roger Richards September 2018 
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11A Allambi Ave, Rosebud, Melway 169 
K5, on the first Monday of each month 
with a speaker, & oft times plant 
identification, followed by tea and cake 
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Coordinating teacher Geordie with students from Tyabb Railway 

Station Primary School at Devilbend Reservoir during Bird 

Monitoring outing 2018 - photo Roger Richards 

Below Hansi accepting the binoculars from Roger Skipsey 

 

EDITORS NOTE 

Recently in an op shop I found a copy of 
Sean Willmore’s Thin Green Line, 
which I watched one night when TV 
wasn’t crash hot. The first time I saw it 
was at TAFE on International Ranger’s 
Day 31 July 2007, when it premiered 
simultaneously in 50 countries. Sean 
Willmore sold his car, re-mortgaged his 
house and travelled for 14 months to 
produce this documentary on rangers 
worldwide. It’s worth viewing if you 
haven’t already done so. A day or so 
later I accompanied a fellow student to a 
bird ID day at Roger Turner’s; that’s 
how it came about that I’m editing this 
newsletter and launching monthly into 
the bush to pull pittos. 

Precious places are currently under 
threat; Tootgarook Swamp with a Shire 
proposal to put a road through it to cater 
for traffic (see Jacqui’s article below), 
and Westernport where AGL is 
proposing to install a 300m floating 
storage and regasification unit (FSRU), 
which will be permanently moored in 
the UNESCO-designated Biosphere 
reserve. A 60km pipeline from 
Pakenham will be linked to it. 

Our green wedge is being eroded too, 
which is another major concern. 

On 26 July 2018, the feral cat was 
declared an established pest animal on 
specified Crown land in Victoria to help 
protect the state’s at-risk biodiversity 
and give threatened species the best 
chance of survival. Pet moggies would 
be safer at home, and if the mog 
wandering at large at Devilbend is a pet 
then who owns it? 

A happy note - frogs are singing in the 
catch drain. 

Marnie Fitzsimons 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 

Dear Devilbender, 

This year has seen a continuation of our efforts to retain Devilbend as a prime conservation area, and 
see it grow into the key Biodiversity Area that we believe is its natural place. 

FOUNDATION NEWS 
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Our year runs from 1st July to 30th June, and thus it is time for me to ask you to re-subscribe to our 
membership list and help us to continue the work at hand.  

This year we are planning many new initiatives and your participation is valued more than ever. 

Your subscription of $20 will ensure that this is so. 

There are three ways that this subscription can be paid:- 

1/ by Bank Transfer to BSB 633-000 A/c No 129079448 Devilbend Foundation Inc. (please insert 
your surname for a receipt) 

2/ by cheque, payable to Devilbend Foundation Inc., mailed c/- WPPC PO Box 9 Hastings 3915 

3/ by depositing into the above account number at any Bendigo Community Bank 

Please also note that the DFI Trust is registered for tax deductibility should you wish to add a 
donation to your subscription. Any donation over $2.00 is tax deductible. [Please use the tax 
deductible donation form at the bottom of this newsletter] 

Yours Sincerely 

Roger Richards 

FRIENDS of DAANGEAN (FoD) 

Instead of slogging in the bush on May 26th, Parks Vic treated their statewide volunteers (including 
FOD) to a day on Herring Island. The day was terrific once there, but it was a marathon experience 
getting there due to Frankston station being closed for works. I was fortunate to meet up with Meg 
and Meredith from FOFI and was able to travel by car part of the way, then by train for the rest. A 
river trip on the Burnley was well patronized, and the nosh-up later was terrific. Thanks to Bernice 
Dowling from PV. Roger and Annabel were there too; later Roger and I went on a fungi 
foray/photographing jaunt. 

June 30th was wet, but not deterred Hansi, Geordie, Roger, Alice (eventually after being lost), Sam 
and I toiled in a thick pitto area. Our team took over from where the contactors left off a few weeks 
earlier. They covered a reasonable area and although we were in the thick of it, so to speak, the end is 
in sight. A few sessions with a reasonably-sized team should nearly see us out of Woodland Break 
where we’ve been toiling for an unknown number of years. 

July 28th was the annual planting day – see Sam’s notes in his report. It was a total lunar eclipse on 
Sunday morning if anyone was out of bed to see it. I saw some of it at Balaclava in the wee hours. 

August 25th was the combined weeding day on Daangean Point and it was lovely to welcome Julie 
and Jamie home after their American family gathering. Boneseed was flowering and so too was the 
Sallow Wattle, the main target species. Some Boneseed had thick trunks so they must’ve had a few 
years under their belts. We had a nosh-up at the back of Sam’s vehicle then went our separate ways, 

some home to jobs put on the backburner. 

August 31st Hansi and Michael accompanied 
Moorooduc Primary Ambassadors on a frog 
census expedition at Bittern Reservoir and 
catch drain. They heard several frogs, though 
mainly the Common Eastern Froglet. 
Weather-wise it was a wet day and although 
everyone was equipped with umbrellas the 
school left early because they were 
uncomfortable. Hansi and Michael tracked 
me down with the Tyabb Railway Station PS 
at Devilbend, where some frogs were 
recorded and we were lucky enough to see a 
Common Eastern Froglet emerging from its 
hole in the ground. It was well camouflaged 
in the muddy surroundings. Common Eastern Froglet emerging – photo Marnie 

Fitzsimons 
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To an outside observer it would’ve been an odd sight – brollies and lots of bobbing! 

September 29th was a beautiful 
though damp day for the 
maintenance team in Woodland 
Break. Seven participants joyfully 
toiled amid the blossoming pittos 
whose scent wafted through the 
bush. Jill was required elsewhere 
and left early so she missed out 
on Julie’s tasty apple slice. 
Shame! Two thick patches are 
now decidedly less so, and 
through the distant bush brown 
crowns of the fallen were visible. 
Love Creeper and Apple-berry 
were twining and flowering 
among the Bracken and Gahnia, 
and further along the track 

beyond the parked cars a few 
Bird Orchids flowered. On the 
occasional tree through the bush 

shelf fungi contrasted a bright white against the dark bark of the messmate trees to which they were 
attached.  

Marnie Fitzsimons 

VOLUNTEER WATER-QUALITY SURVEYING 

Waterwatch report 

Our Waterwatch team has been carrying out our monthly water testing at Devilbend and Bittern 
reservoirs. The water quality is still very good at all sites even though the levels have been fairly low. 
The water levels are just starting to come up again after some good rain, but not nearly enough yet. 
The new diversion at Devilbend Creek is doing its intended job of keeping the level up in the catch 
drain and diverting it through a pipe to help fill Devilbend.  

Marnie and I attended the QAQC 
(Quality Assessment Quality Control) 
night where we were given mystery 
samples of water to test and must come 
up with the correct figures to pass. This 
is done through Melbourne Water to 
test that are methods are accurate and 
to also test the meters we use are 
accurate and calibrated correctly. We 
are happy to say everything was OK 
and we passed the testing. A couple of 
sites are a challenge to take samples 
from as the lower water levels mean 
the mud at water’s edge is very soft. 

Some fisher-people have been taking 
advantage of the newly-extended 
fishing platform, and a few have been 
seen in non-powered canoes as well. There is no rubbish or discarded fishing line lying around now as 
there has been in the past. 

Alice, Julie, Jamie, Jethro & Roger the Sept team – photo Marnie 

Fitzsimons 

Water level at Devilbend Ck – photo Graham White 
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We had the pleasure of showing some Ambassadors from two local schools what we do, why we do 
it, and the different sites we monitor.  I think they enjoyed the occasion and went away with some 
insight into water monitoring. 

Fences and gates being badly damaged by large vehicles seems to be an ongoing problem, sometimes 
making it difficult to get access to sites. We still see plenty of water birds and swans at both reservoirs 
during each visit, so the water quality and the environment in these areas must be pretty good still and 
hopefully will continue to remain so. 

Cheers 

Graham White 

Graham entrusted Annabel and me to do the July Waterwatch. We did well considering the howling 
gale from the Arctic we had to contend with. Our paperwork blew away a couple of times at 
Devilbend and a sample blew over, so that one was repeated with better luck. At Bittern we weighed 
things down with rocks. At each place the car was parked on an angle to try and provide a windbreak. 
It sort of worked! 

On August 3rd Waterwatch volunteers were treated to a whale watching trip from Rhyll on Phillip Is. 
One distantly presented itself, which was a bit disappointing. However the seals at Seal Rocks were 
quite happy to be observed, and dolphins swam at the bow, though were difficult to photograph. It 
was a lovely day just the same. 

Marnie Fitzsimons 

Spring Macroinvertebrate survey 

This report will be in the next newsletter as it will take place in October 

DEVILBEND AMBASSADOR REPORT 

Today, July 20
th

, Codi, Lachlan, Janaya and I went to Devilbend once again and we did bird 

watching. It was a nice but windy day; we met a new person called Anthony. Lachlan and I were in a 
group with the other students from Moorooduc. As we were going through the Reserve we saw a lot 
of birds. My group saw a black-shouldered kite, black swan, and coots. My favourite was the black 
swan. 

Hannah R 

On the 20th of July Hannah, Codi, Lachlan and I 
went to Devilbend. We split up into two groups 
to do bird watching. When we met, we had 
already seen a black-shouldered kite. Then we 
split into our groups. My group saw a black 
swan a whistling kite, a superb fairy-wren and a 
grey shrike-thrush. 

To find the hoary-headed grebe we had to look 
through the spotting scope and out on the water. 
We saw some coots and a purple swamp hen. We 
had many birds fly over us and we even got to get 

up close to two black swans. We were so close 
that we could have patted them. Some of my 
favourites were the crimson rosella, the 
black swans and the superb fairy-wren. 

Janaya R 

On the 20
th
 of July we went to Devilbend for bird watching. We split into groups of four. In my group we 

saw black swans, black-shouldered kites, some superb fairy-wrens and a masked lapwing. 

The weather was cold but sunny. We used binoculars to get a closer look at the birds that were further 
away and Hansi showed us his spotting scope. At the end we compared the different birds there were and 
we had exactly the same results. My favourite bird was the masked lapwing. 

Lachlan A 

Tyabb Railway Station Primary School 

Tyabb Ambassadors bird spotting at Devilbend – 

photo Hansi Wegner 
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DEVILBEND RESERVE – RANGER’S UPDATE 

September 2018 

Victoria has seen not much rain during winter, which suggests an earlier start to the fire season. The 
last few months have been busy - planting and weeding with various groups. In June I did a Fire talk 
organised by Hansi to the primary Ambassador students from Tyabb Railway Station Primary and 
Moorooduc Primary: the students learnt how fire can be a useful tool but also can cause a lot of 
destruction. They all enjoyed playing firefighters squirting water with the Parks Victoria Landcruiser 
fire vehicle. They enjoyed it so much they made the front cover of the Westernport Newspaper. 

We had a couple of students from Balcombe Grammar School who took part in the Make a Difference 
(MAD) Project which was organised by Hansi. The students and Hansi worked down on Daangean 

Point following up on weeding for three 
weeks each Wednesday: they focused 
on sallow, boneseed, pine and 
pittosporum. All up they did 36 hours of 
work.  

The annual planting day in July saw 700 
plants go in with 13 volunteers on the 
day enjoying the sunshine. There were a 
further 1500 plants to go in the ground: 
and Tyabb Railway & Moorooduc 
Primary put in 200 and the last 1300 
plants were planted by Chisholm TAFE. 

Our community weeding day was 
another success, with 17 volunteers 
made up of Friends of 
Daangean/Devilbend, Mornington Plant 

Society, Seawinds Nursery and Mornington Peninsula Fly 
Fishers. Again, we focused on Daangean Point with follow 
up weeding for sallow, boneseed, pine and pittosporum. 

Upgrades to the reserve have been completed, with four 
new picnic tables and a shelter; a viewing platform around 
the southern end of Bittern reservoir; kayak launch 
extension of rock into the water; extension of the fishing 
pontoon, and fence line clearing around sections of the 
reserve boundaries. 

For all volunteers who have not yet registered to Parks 
Victoria Parkconnect please register following the link 
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/get-involved/volunteer/join 

Weed of the month – South African Weed Orchid Disa 

bracteata 

The species is self-pollinating and each plant produces a 
large amount of dust like seed (tens of thousands of air 
blown seeds). The seed matures in late November, and may 
be blown many kilometres, and can remain viable for seven 
years. The plant can also grow in many different habitats 
and soil types.  

PARKS VIC NEWS 

Sam with the MAD students from Balcombe Grammar – 

photo Hansi Wegner 

South African Weed Orchid 
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Within Devilbend there are two known sites, one along the shoreline in the Bushbroker area and the 
other in the picnic ground below the far BBQ. Last year we found another site along the catch drain in 
from the Derril Road barrier gate: this site has approximately 1000 plants. As it falls within the 
Melbourne Water managed catch drain, they will be creating an action plan to treat the orchids in the 
next few months. 

Sam Pollard 

Ranger Northern Peninsula Parks & Reserves 

 

September update from Jacqui Salter 

Landcare Facilitator for Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network (MPLN) and Project Coordinator 
for the MPLN’s ‘Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat Biolink’ 

We are live! 

I’m pleased to announce that the Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network’s new website is live! It’s 
still a work in progress, but we are hoping it will become a useful ‘go to’ for landholders on the 
Peninsula. Check it out here: www.mplandcare.org.au 

You can also “like” the Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network Facebook page @mplandcare and 
choose to receive notifications to keep up to date with Landcare-related news.   

https://www.facebook.com/Mornington-Peninsula-Landcare-Network-958968857459004/ 

Kicking (land management) goals 

Congratulations again to Main Creek Catchment, SW Mornington Peninsula and Red Hill South 
Landcare groups for receiving DELWP Landcare grants. Congratulations also to Main Creek 
Catchment and SW Mornington Peninsula Landcare Groups for being listed as finalists in the ‘Keep 
Australia Beautiful’ awards under the ‘Protection of the Environment’ category! Good luck to both 
groups. 

 

And kick out the weeds! 

The MPLN member representatives have recently formed a working group to liaise with VicRoads 
and the MP Shire regarding weeds on roadsides. We were pleased to hear that VicRoads have re-
established a VicRoads Environment Roadside Committee following advocacy from environmental 

LINKING THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA LANDSCAPE 

PROJECT 

(L-R): Michelle McCreedy 

(Acting Climate Change 

Community Engagement Officer, 

Mornington Peninsula Shire) with 

Robbie Rae from ‘Keep Australia 

Beautiful’ with two 

representatives from Main Creek 

Catchment Landcare Group 

(Michelle Stacey & Bernie 

Schedvin) 
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groups. It is formed of representatives from DELWP, Municipalities and environmental experts 
including Randall Robinson, Public Land Advocacy Network and Landcare (Kaye Rodden from 
Landcare Victoria nidgee@reachnet.com.au). 

Weed control just got a whole lot easier 

 

J. Salter, Landcare Facilitator   Jacqueline.salter@mornpen.vic.gov.au ph: 0408 213 079 (Mon-Wed) 

Update on Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat Biolink 

The ‘Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat Biolink' has made tremendous progress, with 16,000+ indigenous 
plants planted on private property since the project’s inception. With the project’s planting almost 
completed, the focus for the coming months will be continued weed control activities in remnant 
bushland and our spring fox control program.  Nest boxes will also be ordered for installation on 
properties without hollow-bearing trees to provide valuable habitat for hollow dependent species. Our 

21 participating landholders 
will also receive their 
‘Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat 

Participating Property’ roadside signage to help promote this 
wonderful project at street level. 

One of our participating 

properties which has converted 

their dam into a wetland with 

indigenous plants. This will 

provide valuable habitat to 

aquatic dependent species, and 

we look forward to hearing a 

chorus of frogs in the near 

future 

Thanks to the PPWCMA for funding the 
printing of MPLN’s laminated weed control 
calendars! These will be available for free to all 
current and future peninsula Landcare 
members. 

A reminder that it’s only $20 - $40 per year 
(depending on which group) to join your local 
Landcare group!  

Go here for more info: 

https://mplandcare.org.au/join-a-group/  
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The ‘Greens Bush to Arthurs 
Seat Biolink’ is delivered by 
the Mornington Peninsula 
Landcare Network and the Port 
Phillip and Westernport 
Catchment Management 
Authority through funding 
provided by the state 
government’s ‘Our Catchments 
Our Communities’ initiative. 

 

Chantal Kelly, Project Coordinator, GB2AS gb2as@mplandcare.org.au phone: 0410 764 732. 

Have your say: Alternatives to the proposed freeway through Tootgarook Swamp 

The Mornington Peninsula Shire is working to unlock congestion on the southern Peninsula, through 
alternatives to running a freeway through the Tootgarook Wetlands (the large unbuilt area in the 
image). You are now invited to provide your thoughts on the resulting preliminary investigation report 
(URL at end).  

A 50-year-old ‘Public Use Zone and Public Acquisition Overlay (PAO)’ provides for a freeway 
through the 
environmentally and 
culturally significant 
Tootgarook Wetlands. 

Save Tootgarook 
Swamp Inc. have been 
directly involved with 
the goal of arriving at 
viable solutions that 
retain the 590-hectare 
Tootgarook Swamp as 
the largest remaining 
Shallow Freshwater 
Marsh in the entire 
Western Port and Port 
Phillip Bay region. Past 

actions have destroyed, modified, and drained the others. The swamp contains many ecological 
communities with at least 464 species (not including invertebrates), of which the following have 
significant biodiversity values: 

- Five matters of environmental significance under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) 

- Nine species listed under migratory agreements 
- Under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act of 1988 (FFG), Tootgarook has: 

o Two Ecological Vegetation Communities (EVCs) listed as threatened  
o 10 endangered species and another eight near threatened and vulnerable species 

- Six EVCs are listed in Victoria as significant and endangered 
- One endangered and seven rare plants are found in the swamp. 

Chisholm TAFE Certificate III 

students after a very productive day 

at two biolink properties, Thursday 

15th August 
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This list does not include regionally significant data (species that are heading towards extinction on 
the Mornington Peninsula but are not threatened elsewhere). 

All agree that we need to reduce traffic levels on the southern peninsula and solve some localized 
congestion issues. However, inviting more traffic to the southern peninsula by decreasing travel times 
from Melbourne will only increase congestion. Reducing the number of day trippers using Nepean 
Peninsula roads in peak season can be achieved by using a smarter traffic system that splits traffic up 
based on destination, with better traffic flow designed on the existing road networks. The figure 
provides some examples. 

Alternative options could 
include a ferry servicing 
Melbourne, Frankston and 
Portsea. Save Tootgarook 
Swamp Inc. believe rail is 
not an option, as there 
simply is not enough land 
on the Southern Peninsula.  

Please do have your say - 

Community consultation 

is open and closes 5pm 

Monday 15 October 2018 

You can also email a 
submission to: 

haveyoursay@mornpen.vic.gov.au with the subject line ‘Southern Peninsula Traffic Investigation’. 

More information is at: 

 www.savetootgarookswamp.org  

Powerpoint presentation at: 
https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=E8D6D95B3A28352D!363936&ithint=file%2cpptx&app=
PowerPoint&authkey=!AIjrRTUm2w9tQ2Y  

The following document is recommended for reading prior to undertaking the survey, as it 

contains information on the options: https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Have-your-
say/Have-Your-Say-Southern-Peninsula-Traffic-Investigation 

Article by Cam Brown, with editing by Jacqui Salter and Greg Holland 

Jacqueline.salter@mornpen.vic.gov.au or phone 0408 213 079.  

Jacqui Salter, Landcare Facilitator 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in here do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or DFI 

BLOWING FISH 

The use of explosives to catch fish sometimes referred to as “blowing fish”, is illegal and can be 
highly dangerous. Gelignite, which is used in mining, quarrying and construction works, was in years 
past readily available. I believe that a permit to purchase gelignite could have been available through 
the local Police. Now the purchase and possession of explosive material is very strictly controlled for 
obvious reasons. 

During my time working as a Fisheries and Wildlife Officer reports of people blowing fish were not 
common, and I cannot remember anyone ever being charged with the offence. However, there were 
two incidents that occurred while I was stationed in East Gippsland which ended in tragedy. 

As I recall it was during the early 1960`s that a group of people set out on Lake Tyers with the 
intention of using gelignite to blow fish. In fact there is a backwater of the Lake which the locals refer 
to as jeliwack. Somewhere along the way there was an explosion on board and two of the party were 

OPINIONS & OTHER COMMENTS CORNER 
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blown overboard and drowned. Others on the boat suffered non-life threatening burns. The police 
investigating the incident reported that detonators had been placed on a drum of fuel and an exploding 
detonator had ignited the drum of fuel. At the inquest the Coroner remarked that if the deceased had 
been wearing life jackets they could have been saved. 

In the second incident I received a phone call early one Sunday morning from the Bairnsdale Police 
advising me there had been an accident resulting from someone attempting to blow fish in the 
Mitchell River just above the Highway Bridge. I arrived at the river just in time to see an ambulance 
departing and several police cars and police on the scene. I was told by the police that two men had 
camped alongside the river overnight and had done a spot of fishing with little success. They then 
decided to try their luck with some gelignite before departing for home. One man was seated in the 
front seat of their vehicle with part of a plug of gelignite between his knees attempting to insert a 
detonator. His friend thought that the man was handling about a quarter of a plug of gelignite when an 
explosion occurred and the man was badly injured. 

There was a bulge in the car roof about the size of a man`s fist, evidence of the force of the explosion.  
An esky in the back of their car contained three or four Bream which I examined to see if they had 
been taken as the result of a prior explosive charge. If a fish is killed by an explosion in the water the 
small blood vessels lining the gut of the fish are usually ruptured. The fish in the vehicle showed no 
sign of being blown so I accepted the story of the uninjured man that the explosion was their first 
attempt at blowing fish. 

Some months later I heard from the local police that the victim of the explosion had made some sort 
of recovery from his injuries, but it seems he was not the man he once was. 

Kevin Street 

BOXES CREEK METUNG 

Len was a professional fisherman who had worked in the Gippsland Lakes in the Metung area since 
he was a boy. He came from a fishing family as his father, brother and their sons also worked in the 
fishing industry. Len was not a young man when I first knew him but he retained his fishing licence 
and on occasions still set his nets in the waters around Bancroft Bay at Metung. Len was always ready 
for a yarn when you met him and he was a source of interesting stories about the early days of fishing 
in the Gippsland Lakes and the other estuaries along the East Gippsland coast. In earlier times 
fishermen from the Gippsland Lakes would travel to Mallacoota, Timboon and Sydenham Inlet to fish 
those areas on a seasonal basis. 

On one occasion in the mid 1960`s I came across Len out in his boat so I stopped to say g`day and 
find out how the fishing was going. During the conversation he mentioned in passing that a few years 
back he had found part of a human skull snagged in one of his nets. Len thought it might have been an 
old Aboriginal skull from the Butchers Creek massacre, as it appeared to have been in the water for a 
long time. Aboriginal remains were sometimes treated with scant respect. On one occasion a visitor to 
the Sperm Whale Head National Park on the Gippsland Lakes found some Aboriginal remains and 
took the skull home with him. He later had second thoughts and returned the skull to the National 
Parks Authority. 

I hadn`t heard of the Butchers Creek massacre, so I asked Len what he knew of the story. He said that 
in the early part of the 19th century a group of Aborigines had been murdered by white settlers at 
Butchers Creek for spearing cattle. Butchers Creek, which is slightly to the east of the Metung village, 
had its name changed to Boxes Creek in an obvious attempt to expunge the story from the history of 
East Gippsland. 

Although the details of the Butcher`s Creek massacre are sketchy, some accounts of the story can be 
found on the net if you google ‘Butchers Creek massacre’. It appears that a party of mounted white 
settlers headed by Angus McMillan set off after a party of Gunai/Kurnai Aborigines suspected of 
spearing cattle in the Avon River area. There had been ongoing friction between Aborigines and white 
settlers dating back to the earliest times of European penetration into Gippsland. There are stories of 
Aboriginal men, women and children being murdered by white settlers in East Gippsland. When you 
read and hear of these stories it becomes obvious that the indigenous population of East Gippsland 
must have lived in a state of constant fear. 
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The Gunai/Kurnai group, which numbered about a dozen or more men, women and children, was 
pursued by the McMillan posse as they headed east, crossing several streams in country that was still 
in its original uncleared state. Eventually the exhausted group of Aborigines reached Boxes Creek at 
Metung where they were overtaken by McMillan and his crew. No mercy was shown and the 
Aborigines were shot down as they were forced into the creek. Their bodies were left in the creek 
where they fell. 

Len said for many years after the murders the Creek, which was known at the time as Butchers Creek, 
was avoided by the locals and viewed as an evil place still haunted by the spirits of the dead 
Gunai/Kurnai people. A story of the time said that even the birds deserted the Creek as no bird singing 
was ever heard in the area.  

Angus McMillan is believed to have been involved in several other Aboriginal massacres, including 
one at Warragul Creek in South Gippsland where 60-150 Aboriginals were killed. 

McMillan, who is lauded as the “Father of Gippsland”, later became a member of the Victorian 
Parliament. The Federal Victorian electorate of McMillan is named in his honour. McMillan is 
remembered through memorials and names scattered throughout Gippsland. There are no memorials 
to the Aboriginal people who were brutally murdered at Boxes Creek all those years ago. 

There have been moves in recent years to have McMillan`s name removed from the Victorian Federal 
electorate that bears his name. 

Kevin Street 

P. S. Email from Broadbent, Russell (MP) Member for McMillan 22 July 2018: 

“Kevin 

Victorian Federal electorates have recently been subject to an AEC redistribution and in the course of 
this procedure the McMillan electorate has been renamed Monash to take effect after the next Federal 
election. 

Sincerely 

Russell” 

 

MEA – DEVILBEND NEWSLETTER 

It’s been a fairly quiet year with working bees regularly continuing with each group doing their own 
progressive work along the Mornington coastal area and Tanti Creek. 

Mornington Environment Association auspiced two applications from Friends of Beleura Cliff Path 
and Friends of Fisherman's Beach for Coastcare Grants. MEA also made an application for Red Bluff 
on behalf of Friends of Mills Beach. All three were successful with approximately $17K to be 
allocated for works in these areas. Such a great result makes the work all worthwhile. Tanti Creek 
have also made grant applications through Melbourne Water. 

The Green Wedge has been a focus this year. I attended the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
Green Wedge Summit where the importance of protecting the Green Wedge was highlighted for 
conservation, agricultural, economic and recreational environment purposes for future generations. 

Planning and development issues continue to highlight themselves, and with our ever-increasing 
population growth infrastructure will always be a major concern. 

As MEA's delegate to Devilbend Foundation I have enjoyed being part of a different group that faces 
the same problems as we do. And it’s great to see the new Ambassador Program. 

Keep up the great work. 

Jill McIver 

President, Mornington Environment Association 
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Odd Spot 

Lighting from cars, buildings and streetlights is keeping toads up at night and stunting their growth. 
US ecologist Dr Michael Bernard said toads exposed to light for 24 hours a day never had a moment 
to rest. They were “always out there, always moving…burning more energy and growing less”, he 
said. 

The Age 5 July 2018 

I wonder what other diurnal animals are affected by constant light at night, and nocturnal animals for 
that matter. In my area the brilliant new LED street lighting allows the Shire grounds’ flock of 
resident corellas to fly around well after their bedtime. 

Marnie Fitzsimons 

Post Script 

RAIN 

There are holes in the sky 
Where the rain gets in 

But they’re ever so small 
That’s why rain is thin 

Spike Milligan 
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DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.DONATION TO DEVILBEND FOUNDATION Inc.    

WE ARE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE ORGANISATION! HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS TO MAKE DEVILBEND A 
WORLD CLASS CONSERVATION RESERVE! 

All donations over $2 can be claimed by donors as tax-deductible, so do help us raise funds & benefit yourself 
as this financial year comes to a close through our Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund as we are 
listed on the Register of Environmental Organisations under Section 6.1.1 sub-section 30-55 (1) of the Income 
Tax Assessment Act 1997. 

Yes I would like to donate $................... to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund 

[ ] I attach a cheque, or postal order addressed to:  

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc. 
PO Box 9 
Hastings 
Vic 3915 

[ ] I will use the Foundation’s Bendigo Bank, Mornington: BSB 633 000, ‘Devilbend Conservation 
Reserve Trust Fund Account’ number 130522204 & let you know that I donated to this account direct 
(Ring DFI Acting Treasurer Annabel Richards on 5983 1294). 

Name………………………………………………………….Signed………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………..Date…… 

“STRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACHSTRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACHSTRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACHSTRATEGIC PLANNING APPROACH” BOOKLET 

Please send me a copy of the Foundation’s 20-page coloured publication ‘Devilbend Reserve – A 

Strategic Planning Approach’. Post form to Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc. 
PO Box 9 
Hastings 
Vic 3915 (or request copies from Jamie Edgerton jedgertonoz@gmail.com) 

Name…………………………………………………………..…..Phone…………………… 

Email………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

FRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERSFRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERSFRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERSFRIENDS OF DAANGEAN VOLUNTEERS    

I’m interested in being a Devilbend Foundation supporter as a volunteer in the Friends of Daangean. 
Please keep me in touch & note my name & contact details here.  

Please contact Marnie Fitzsimons on 5981 2483 or marniefitz1@gmail.com or post this to PO Box 9 
Hastings 3915 

Name………………………………………………………………………….. (Please print) 

Phone……………………………………Mobile……………………………………………… 

Email……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

My special interest in Devilbend Reserve is…………………………………………………… 

Signed…………………………………………………..Date……………. 



16 

PO Box 9, Hastings 3915 

GROUP MEMBERSHIP INVOICE 2016-17 

Group ……………………………………………………………………………. 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Email address for 

contact………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Membership fee: Full Group Membership $40 for large groups, $20 smaller. 

Please make cheques to Devilbend Foundation Inc., & post to: 

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 
Attention: Devilbend Foundation Inc. 
PO Box 9 
Hastings 
Vic 3915 or bring cheque or cash to the AGM. 

Donation: $----- [Donations made to the Devilbend Conservation Reserve Trust Fund are tax 

deductible.] 

 


