
Mornington Peninsula  

Birdlife 

Volume 8 Number 1 March 2019 

 

 
  

CONVENOR’S REPORT 

We ended 2018 on a high with our Christmas outing 

honouring Joan Peters who has been with the branch since 

its inception. The committee presented Joan with a “Living 

Legend” award for her long and distinguished service to our 

branch. Joan has served on the committee, led outings, 

conducted U3A courses, mentored many of our members, 

always seeking ways to protect and value our birdlife. We 

showed our gratitude with a framed certificate and a sheath 

of native flowers. 

We have compiled our outings program for 2019 and we 

hope a good years birding is ahead. The AGM is not too far 

off so if any member would like to join the committee please 

talk to Denis or myself. Unfortunately our annual Coolart talk 

in July will not take place with venue costs now out of our 

reach it will be replaced by an outing. 

 

Committee notes 

The committee held a very successful fund raising Bunnings 

Sausage Sizzle at their Mornington location in January with 

over $1,600 raised. The committee will now be confident it 

can fund our activities going forward. I would like to thank all 

those members who contributed their time and energy on 

the day a mighty effort. Particular thanks go to David Ap-

Thomas for his organization of the day ensuring a successful 

outcome. 

 

 

The AGM will be held on 8 May at The Briars and anyone who 

would like to join the committee please get in touch, you 

would be most welcome. 

We were saddened by the news that member Lyn Meissner 

had passed away. Lyn was a regular at our outings, she will 

be sadly missed and to her family we pass on a deepest 

sympathy and good wishes. 

Max Burrows 
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MEMBER PROFILE  

Tim Van Leeuwen 

Lives at Mt Eliza 

How I started birding 

In 2009 my wife and I travelled to Canada/Alaska on a tour. 

One tour option was a half day photography tour. At the time 

I had an interest in digital photography but no real interest in 

photographing birds. On the tour the guide set my camera 

for fast in-flight shots and I managed to get some average 

BIF shots of a bald Eagle. This was all it took for me to 

develop a strong interest in birds and photographing them. 

Since then I have taken thousands of images of birds, visited 

many wonderful places and thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience. 

Favourite birding spot on the Peninsula 

Braeside Park - great diversity of birds. 

Other favourite birding spots 

Kingfisher Park at Julatten - wonderful array of birds in such 

a small area.                                                                                  

Fogg Dam and Knuckey Lagoon are not far out of Darwin and 

always produce a great range of birds.                                            

Werribee Treatment Plant is a stand out; I always get excited 

driving into the area. 

Some memorable birding moments 

Sitting in a “throw-over” bird hide at the Devils Pool in 

Wyperfeld National Park with my mate Con Duyvestyn whilst 

an “old man” Emu was patrolling a few metres in front of us. 

He knew something was up but he just couldn’t see us. I 

thought we were going to get a nice peck on the top of our 

heads.                                                                                        

Travelling to Artemis Station on Cape York to photograph the 

Golden Shouldered Parrot.                                                

Photographing eight Orange Bellied Parrots at WTP, again 

with Con. 

Birding ambitions 

Continue to improve my photographic and post photography 

skills and technique. 

Get some really nice shots of a Bittern, Malleefowl, Pink 

Robin, Mallee and Southern Emu-wrens. 

Other interests 

We have a wonderful family that includes nine grandchildren 

which we love spending time with. Each year my wife Mandy 

and I like to travel away in our caravan to explore more of 

our wonderful country. 

 

VALE MATT STAHMER 

“He was a good bloke” 

It was with deep regret that we heard of the death of Matt 

who worked for the Shire as Operation Co-ordinator in the 

Natural Systems team. We at BirdLife worked with Matt on a 

number of projects in some of our reserves and his 

enthusiasm and love of the natural world was always 

present. We will miss his input into our branch activities.  

Max Burrows 

Tim and Mandy at the top end of Australia. 

 

DATABASE UPDATE 

Have you ever wondered what happens to the bird call list 

that is made at the end of an outing? Well, since the 

inception of the observers group on the Peninsula, the bird 

lists were initially kept by Ian Dowling as Word documents. 

With burgeoning numbers of records, it was decided that it 

would be a good idea to maintain a spreadsheet. Over this 

period, Birds Australia encouraged members to submit their 

sightings for the Atlas Project. The process was somewhat 

unwieldy but some of our outings records found their way 

into the Atlas, largely due to the efforts of Ian. 

In recent years, there was a realisation that while the branch 

spreadsheet serves its purpose to conserve our records, 

there was a risk of it being neglected and corrupted, so an 

effort was made to produce a second, more robust version of 

the spreadsheet as well as migrating the records to the new 

and improved BirdLife Australia’s Birdata database. 

Recently, that target was achieved and about 30 years of 

records are now more accessible to members in Birdata. For 

example, if you want to get a current bird list for a particular 

locality or a list of Peninsula birds, this can be done through 

the Birdata portal.   

Over the years, there have been a few individuals in the 

branch who have regularly contributed sightings and records 

to the Atlas and its successor, Birdata. Entries of sightings 

are important as they form the basis to understanding the 

composition of the Peninsula bird communities and how they 

evolve over time. The quickening pace of technology has 

made it easier for “us mere mortals” to record our 

observations. We are now at the stage where you can 

identify a bird at a locality and directly enter the record on 

your smart phone! Although it may seem to be a daunting 

prospect to get into the boffin-like world of records keeping, 

I encourage members to have a look at the Birdata portal 

and spend 20 minutes or so reading up on how to record and 

enter sightings. It is easier than you think! More records 

mean a more comprehensive picture of the state of our 

Peninsula birds.  

If anyone needs some help and guidance, drop an email 

(lswakefield@outlook.com) to the current database                           

co-ordinator. 

Larry Wakefield 

mailto:lswakefield@outlook.com
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Help us at Schools Environment Week 2019 

March 25 - 28 at The Briars 

Assistance needed 

We are looking for people to man the telescope and help the 

kids with bird identification in the hide over the four days of 

Schools Environment Week 2019. 

Pam and Susan will be conducting the "formal" activities but 

we need a couple of extra people per session for telescope 

and identification duties. 

Each day has a morning session and afternoon session. The 

task is not onerous.                                                                     

Please register your interest with Pam on 0421 429 690.             

We will contact you in good time before 25 March to finalise 

the roster. 

Working with Children Check 

It is now a requirement for all persons having contact with 

children during their voluntary work to have a Working with 

Children check. Even if teachers are present supervising the 

children, it is necessary for BirdLife people to have a check. 

The process is easy; no money is required as it is free for 

volunteers.                                                                                

Go on-line to “Working with Children”, fill in the application 

and press “Send”. (Your organisation is “BirdLife Australia”). 

In a few hours you will receive an e-mail displaying a 

barcode.                                                                                       

Print this barcode page and take it to your local post office. 

They will check your driver licence (It’s a good idea to have 

additional photo identification with you) and take your photo. 

The card is posted to you shortly after that. That is all you 

need to do. 

Pam Hearn and Susan Clark, Education officers  

 

BirdLife Photography Annual Award 

The BirdLife Photography Annual Award for 2018 - our most 

prestigious award - goes to Tim Van Leeuwen. This award 

is made to the member who excels against the following 

criteria:                                                                                 

-  submits at least 24 high quality images to the image 

galleries on the website during the calendar year, 

-  participates in at least 50% of the Current Competitions 

organised during the calendar year,                                            

-  actively contributes to at least one of a range of BirdLife 

Photography activities, events, project or resources that 

benefit our members. 

Tim’s contributions, against these criteria, were as follows:              

-  Submitted over 100 images to non-competition galleries. 

17 of these appeared in the “Recent Picks” sidebar. 

-  Entered every competition during 2018, winning the 

Member’s Voting and Mystery Reviewer's award in one of 

these competitions for the year; many other competition 

entries received commended results. 

-  Established our social media sites on Instagram and 

Facebook and continues to manage those sites. 

Tim’s contribution to BirdLife Photography throughout 2018 

was truly outstanding, and we thank him for his efforts.  

Congratulations, Tim! 

Birdlife Photography, www.birdlifephotography.org.au/  

Presentation of living legend award, sealed with a kiss.                           

Photo by Con Duyvestyn 

Michael, Denis and Pam at Bunnings Sausage Sizzle.                                    

Photo by Lynn Murdoch 

 
 

Newsletter contributions 

Thanks for the articles and photos for your newsletter. 

The sightings, observations, photos and birding stories 

are fantastic.   

Deadline for June edition: 8 May 2019.                      

Earlier articles appreciated.       

Val Ford, 5981 1445, fordandreid@gmail.com 

Contacting BirdLife Mornington Peninsula 

President Max Burrows; 9789 0224                                       

21 Moorhen Cres, Carrum Downs, Vic 3201            

mornington@birdlife.org.au                                         

www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-mornington-peninsula 

 

http://www.birdlifephotography.org.au/
mailto:fordandreid@gmail.com
mailto:mornington@birdlife.org.au
http://www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-mornington-peninsula
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A sneak peek 

On Tuesday 30th October a keen group of BERGers joined 

the Shire’s Bushland Management Team for a sneak peek 

inside the man-made nest boxes installed throughout the 

Balcombe Estuary Reserves. 

Why nest boxes? 

The simple answer: to create habitat for ‘hollow-dependent’ 

fauna, from Sugar Gliders to Antechinus to tiny Microbats 

and Possums and Parrots - homes to shelter from weather 

and predators, and to bear young. 

Are there not enough natural habitat hollows for these 

animals already? In Australia, particularly in the long settled, 

developed and ecologically fragmented South-East (and 

perhaps more acutely around more urban areas), good 

quality hollow-bearing trees are a scarce commodity. It takes 

about 100 years for even small hollows to form in Eucalyptus 

species (by fungal decay, invertebrate activity and so on). 

Hollow-dependent fauna may be spatially isolated from the 

hollow-bearing trees we still have, and some species may 

also be out-competed by more dominant species (indigenous 

or invasive) for occupancy. Some hollows may, for a range of 

reasons, be unsuitable for use or be too far from food and 

water sources. 

Nest box programs seek to address these concerns in many 

places across Victoria. The Department of Environment, 

Land, Water & Planning together with the Arthur Rylah 

Institute of Environmental Research have this year begun to 

collate data on nest boxes across the State, to ascertain how 

many there are, where, their purpose, how effective they 

are, and more, including monitoring and maintenance 

regimes. 

The data from BERG MM’s monitoring, along with data from 

the last few seasons of nest box monitoring across the 

Peninsula, will help to build a picture of nest box occupancy 

across the Peninsula. This, in turn, will generate more 

questions and help to refine and improve our nest box 

program. 

How do we monitor? 

BERGer Hansi Wegner brought along the camera he has 

developed for the purpose, on an extendable pole, with a 

video monitoring screen you can hang round your neck, and 

– unlike some commercial models – it’s wireless, with no 

dangling cords. With the lens inside the entrance hole of the 

nest box (3-4m up a tree), we turn on the camera’s in-built 

light, switch on the video feed, and see what is inside. It is 

relatively non-invasive and minimises contact and stress to 

fauna. 

The Balcombe Estuary Reserves have some 58 nest boxes of 

varying types. We look for signs of occupancy, including 

external chew marks (eg from fauna widening the entrance), 

internal signs such as scats and nesting material (leaf litter), 

and other considerations; for example, is maintenance 

required? 

What did we find in nest boxes? 

Lots of inhabitants! – roosts of Microbat species and families 

of Sugar Gliders. It is difficult to be sure of the numbers in 

each box, or which Microbat species are present, as the tiny 

bats cluster together, obscuring key identifying features, 

while Sugar Gliders cuddle around one another and bury 

themselves in leafy nest. Some Microbat boxes had two or  

                                                              

BERGer Hansi Wegner using the camera set up he had developed            

for monitoring nest boxes. Photo by Jacqui Salter 

 

three individuals, but one appeared to have six or more. 

With Sugar Gliders, there appeared to be two or three. 

Residential ‘hot spots’ 

Interestingly, there appear to be ‘hot spot’ areas of 

occupancy. One of these was the old Campground, a place 

that has in past seasons been popular with Microbats. 

Is the productive ‘ecotone’ of the estuary mouth a potent 

source of invertebrate prey? Is the attraction the 

invertebrates drawn to the lighting around the Esplanade? 

Are exotic tree species, including Spotted and Mahogany 

Gums, a keen source of nectar and sugary psyllid lerps? 

These speculations are difficult to affirm, but long-term data 

may help to provide answers. The data is also likely to 

generate lots more questions, and citizen science 

experiments to explore them. This can only improve our 

understanding of hollow-dependent-fauna and their needs. 

Thanks to all the volunteers for assisting on the day and to 

BERG for helping ensure Balcombe Estuary, Creek and 

Reserves remains a superb environmental asset for a diverse 

array of indigenous flora and fauna to call home — and a 

place for all visitors to enjoy. Special thanks to Hansi Wegner 

for extra assistance and great photos of our faunal friends. 

Anthony Fennell (Naturelinks), Berg Mt Martha Newsletter, 

The Creek, December 2018 

 

How many nest boxes are in Victoria?  

Phoebe Macak, a DELWP Wildlife Ecologist based at ARI 

recently completed a survey of nestboxes across Victoria. 

She asked those involved in nest box programs, including 

Friends and Landcare Groups, to share details of their 

programs including how many nest boxes they have installed 

and the results of any monitoring. A series of fact sheets 

have been developed, including:  

https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/328

191/Nest-box-fact-sheet-general-guide.pdf and  

https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/328

193/Nest-box-fact-sheet-monitoring-data.pdf  

https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/328191/Nest-box-fact-sheet-general-guide.pdf
https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/328191/Nest-box-fact-sheet-general-guide.pdf
https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/328193/Nest-box-fact-sheet-monitoring-data.pdf
https://www.ari.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/328193/Nest-box-fact-sheet-monitoring-data.pdf
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Nook takes visitors back to nature 

The opening of The Nature Nook at The Briars Nature 

Reserve, Mt Martha, on Saturday 3 November was a great 

success enjoyed by locals and state-wide visitors. 

Designed and presented by the Australian Wildlife Protection 

Council, with the support of a Mornington Peninsula Shire 

Council Placemaking Grant, the jam-packed day of wildlife 

wonder officially opened the permanent space at The Briars 

Nature Reserve for all to enjoy. 

The space, a quiet place for the community to sit and 

contemplate wildlife, was opened by Cr David Gill and 

attended by supporters, including state Greens candidates 

Paul Saunders and David Sinclair, Nepean Liberal candidate 

Russell Joseph, and ecologists Mal Legg and Hans Brunner. 

 “I hope that we have a lot of people come and enjoy and 

relax here,” Cr Gill said after cutting the ribbon with garden 

shears. “The idea of being with nature without the hands-on 

part but with the reflective part, and enjoying and sitting 

back, is wonderful!” 

The opening was followed by activities at the visitors’ centre, 

including “Who did that poo?” and “Who Made that Sound?” 

which enthralled children and adults alike. 

Nest boxes were checked with special cameras and the 

children had a great time making much-needed dreys, which 

are homes for ringtail possums soon to be released from 

shelters. Videos of rarely seen native animals were played on 

the projector. 

The activity sessions were followed by a trip to The Nature 

Nook where visitors sat on logs and took in the sounds, 

smells and sights of the surrounding forest. The noises of 

birds and the wind in the trees, smells of leaves and flowers, 

and sights of the area, were relaxing and informative and 

everyone felt refreshed and invigorated. 

Eve Kelly, Southern Peninsula News, 13 November 2018 

 

9,500 natives planted to protect Victoria’s 

most significant ecosystem 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council and a group of dedicated 

volunteers are determined to protect the Peninsula and their 

actions speak volumes. 

Over the past year, 57 Shire supported Friends Groups who 

volunteer time to protect biodiversity in their local bushland 

reserves, have planted 9,500 local native plants across the 

Peninsula. 

Together with the Shire, these groups have also run 380 

working bees across 60 reserves throughout the year, 

contributing over 4,800 volunteer hours and undertaking 96 

hectares of environmental weed control. 

Shire Mayor Councillor David Gill said “biodiversity plays an 

integral role in our health and wellbeing and our community 

has told us natural assets are the most loved and valued 

feature of the Peninsula. 

“We have a fantastic wealth of volunteers and professional 

expertise and it’s important to strengthen this connection 

and encourage the wider community to become good 

environmental stewards”. 

For the first time, information on the Peninsula’s biodiversity  

Possum magic: Nature Nook visitors. Photo by C. Honaker 

Mayor Cr Gill about to cut the ribbon. Photo by Russell Joseph 

 

values – their extent, condition and threats - has been 

brought together in the Shire’s State of Biodiversity Report. 

Drawing on data from scientific, government and community 

sources, the comprehensive report is essential reading for 

anyone interested in the Peninsula’s natural environment. 

With over 200 kilometres of coast, the Peninsula has a long 

and varied coastal environment expanding out to 18 creek 

catchments and an extensive network of waterways, totalling 

440 kilometres. 

Earlier this year Council acquired a seventy-acre lot forming 

part of the Tootgarook Wetland – the largest groundwater-

dependent ecosystem and freshwater marsh in the region 

and a significant state biosite. The 590 hectare area holds 

substantial environmental and cultural value and is home to 

more than 240 indigenous plant species and a variety of 

fauna, including internationally significant birdlife.  

This acquisition will enable the Shire to retain and preserve 

the special biodiversity values, natural vegetation and 

wildlife on the southern peninsula. 

Want to know more about biodiversity on the Peninsula? 

View the report or sign up to stay in touch online at: 

mornpen.vic.gov.au/biodiversity 

Mornington Peninsula Shire website, 13 November 2018 

 

https://issuu.com/morningtonnews/docs/mn_13th_november_2018/12
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Your-Property/Environment/Flora-Fauna-Biodiversity/State-of-Biodiversity-Report
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EVERYBODY’S WELCOME 

Outings are held on the second Wednesday and third Sunday 

of the month, except in January, and are cancelled on total 

fire ban days. 

Newcomers, beginners and visitors are welcome and 

members will help you with the birds. Binoculars for casual 

use are available on every outing. Bring lunch (optional) and 

a folding chair for bird call and chat. 

To ensure the health the safety of everyone at outings, 

participants need to take responsibility for their personal 

safety. To assist with this, the Committee provides the 

following guidelines.      

 

 

1. Wear name tag (write emergency contact name and                                  

phone number on the reverse side)                                   

2. Wear suitable footwear i.e. closed shoes or boots                     

3. For areas where snakes are likely, wear gaiters                

4. Always carry items you may need e.g. water, snacks, 

personal first aid kit, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, your 

name and residential address and, if you have one, a mobile 

phone with battery charged                                              

5. Remain with the group at all times and advise leader or 

whip if you intend to leave before the walk ends. 

For more information about an outing contact Max Burrows 

on 0429 947 893 or the leader listed. 

Max Burrows, Outings Coordinator 

Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Leader Phone 

Wed 13 Mar 9.00 Sages Cottage, Baxter   Meet 9.00 at car park picnic area. Sages Road entry near corner of 

Moorooduc Highway. Morning tea with the birds. Mel 106 G5. 

Outing an easy walk. 

Max Burrows 0429947893 

Sun 17 Mar 9.00 Cranbourne Botanic Gardens  Meet 9.00 at Stringybark picnic area. Enter via Ballarto Road off 

South Gippsland Highway or use back entrance at end of Ballarto 

Road west off Frankston-Cranbourne Rd. Mel 133 K10 or 133 F9.                 

Outing on formed undulating tracks. 

Penny Gillespie 0419045634 

Wed 10 Apr 9.30 Mordialloc Wetlands, Waterways 

Estate  

Meet 9.30 in Observation Court. Access off Springvale Road at 

traffic lights into The Waterways Blvd. then left at Waterside Drive 

over bridge then left at Observation Court. Mel 93 F4.                            

Outing on flat formed tracks. 

Neil Shelley 0438557178 

Sun 21 Apr 9.30 Balbirooroo Wetlands, Balnarring Meet 9.30 at car park. Enter off Frankston/Flinders Road into Civic 

Court at Primary School. Mel 193 D6. Outing flat on formed tracks. 

Denis Goss 0419921249 

Wed 8 May 9.30 AGM at The Briars, Mt Martha  Meet 9.30 at the visitors centre Nepean Highway Mt Martha. Bird 

walk, morning tea, AGM followed by our speaker for the day.                   

Mel 145 D6. Outing on formed tracks. 

Max Burrows 0429947893 

Sun 19 May 9.30 Tyabb Bushland Reserve, Tyabb   Meet 9.30 at reserve entrance. Take Baxter/Tooradin Road to 

South Boundary Road and right into Woods Road to roads end.  

Mel 140 B8. Outing flat on formed tracks. 

Keith Caldecott 0407534243 

Wed 12 Jun 9.30 J.A.Babington Reserve, Hastings   Meet 9.30 at corner of Marine Parade and Thornhill Street opposite 

Hastings football ground. Mel 154 J8.                                                

Outing on boardwalk and formed track. 

Max Burrows 0429947893 

Sun 16 Jun 9.30 Pindara Estate, Langwarrin   Meet 9.30 at reserve entrance. Enter off Frankston/Cranbourne 

Road into Pindara Blvd. (opposite Langwarrin hotel) and proceed to 

Crenada Close entrance at head of court. Mel 103 G3.                           

Outing on formed tracks. 

Max Burrows 0429947893 

Wed 10 Jul 9.30 Braeside Park, Braeside   Meet 9.30 at car park off Governor Road near corner of Springvale 

Road. Mel 93 F2.  Outing on formed tracks. 

Keith Caldecott 0407534243 

Sun 21 Jul 9.30 Devilbend Natural Features 

Reserve, Tuerong   

Meet 9.30 at car park in Hodgins Road off Derril Road. Mel 153 B9. 

Outing on formed tracks. 

tba 0429947893 

Wed 14 Aug 9.30 Langwarrin Flora & fauna, 

Langwarrin  

Meet 9.30 at car park off McClelland Drive south of North Road 

intersection. Mel 103 D10. Outing on formed tracks. 

Larry Wakefield 59884593 

Sun 18 Aug 9.30 Little Boggy Creek, Langwarrin   Meet 9.30 in Granite Drive off Quarry Road. Street parking at 

reserve entrance. Mel 136 B1. Outing on formed tracks. 

Max Burrows 0429947893 

Wed 11 Sep 9.00 Gordon Rolfe Reserve, Somerville  Meet 9.00 at gate in Yaringa Road off Whitneys Road from either 

Bungower or Pikes roads. Mel 149 J8. Outing on formed tracks. 

Keith Caldecott 0407534243 

Sun 15 Sep 9.00 Blind Bight Coastal Reserve, Blind 

Bight  

Meet 9.00 at car park opposite Fishermans Drive. In Blind Bight 

Road, accessed from Baxter/Tooradin Road and then off Warneet 

Road. Mel 143 C10. Outing on formed tracks. 

Susan Clark 59757409 

Wed 9 Oct 9.00 Tootgarook Wetland, Boneo   Meet 9.00 at car park equestrian centre, entrance off Boneo Road 

after Rosebud Country Club and before Browns Road. (equestrian 

centre entrance) Mel 170 A9. Outing on formed tracks. 

David Ap-Thomas 0429939036 

Sun 20 Oct 10.00 Frankston Reservoir Reserve, 

Frankston   

Meet 10.00 at car park in reserve; enter Lawson Avenue off 

Moorooduc Highway turn left into Water Way then right into 

Jeremy Way. Mel 102 F10. Outing on formed tracks. 

Neil Shelley 0438557178 

Wed 13 Nov 9.00 Duells Road Private Property, 

Rosebud  

Meet 9.00 at the property at 9 Duells Road Rosebud. At the end of 

the Mornington Peninsula Freeway turn left at this roundabout into 

Jetty Road, drive 1.7kms to Duells Road, turn left and proceed to 

BirdLife sign at property entrance. Mel 170 K8.                         

Difficult walk with no formed tracks and hilly. 

David Ap-Thomas 0429939036 
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Sun 17 Nov 7.00 Western Treatment Plant, Werribee   Meet 7.00 at the Baxter Tavern car park; enter off Baxter/Tooradin 

Road. We will proceed in convoy to the plant. If going independent 

meet at corner of Paradise Road and Point Wilson Road. Bookings 

desirable. Mel 107 B4 (Baxter Tavern).                                         

Car viewing, limited walking. 

Max Burrows  

John Barkla 

0429947893 

 

Sun 24 Nov 9.00 Dunns Creek Winery, Red Hill 

Christmas Outing  

Meet 9.00 at property gate137 McIlroys Road. Bring plate to share 

after bird walk. Mel 191 D1. Hilly location. 

Max Burrows 0429947893 

Wed 11 Dec 9.00 Main Ridge Flora & Fauna, Main 

Ridge  

Meet 9.00 at gate to reserve on Mornington/Flinders Road south of 

Shands Road intersection. Mel 255 D3.                                           

Undulating walk on formed tracks. 

David Ap-Thomas 0429939036 

Sun 15 Dec  No outing    

 

DUELLS ROAD, ROSEBUD 

David Ap-Thomas: Wed 14 November 2018 

Species recorded: 44 

It is always good to explore a new property. As part of the 

Biolinks Project of the Mornington Peninsula Shire, BirdLife 

Mornington Peninsula is carrying out a program of surveys on 

private properties in the Main Ridge area. Lincoln and Jacqui 

McMahon welcome us to their property on Duell’s Road, 

Rosebud to carry out these regular surveys and they invited 

us for the November outing.  

It was a drizzly sort of day but we all enjoyed the walk. Down 

the hill past the dam where the usual Wood and Pacific Black 

Ducks retreated into the water as the mob approached. A 

Common Bronzewing skulked in the undergrowth as Rainbow 

Lorikeets screeched noisily overhead. King Parrots, Sulphur-

crested Cockatoos and Little Corellas flew over while both 

Crimson and Eastern Rosellas called loudly as they headed 

for the trees. A good selection of parrots. 

Into the woodland area for the Spotted Pardalotes, Brown 

and Striated Thornbills and both Red and Little Wattlebirds. A 

good selection of honeyeaters with Yellow-faced, White-

eared, White-naped and Brown-headed in the trees.  

The resident mob of kangaroos were disturbed by the mob of 

people and raced down the hill and along the creek so we 

followed them. White-browed Scrubwrens chastised us from 

the dense creek vegetation and a White-throated Treecreeper 

called from somewhere in there. An Eastern Yellow Robin 

called from the bushes but eventually flew out in full view. 

A total of forty-four species was recorded, a very good total 

considering the grey weather. Only twelve people were 

present for a very enjoyable morning’s birding. Thank you 

Lincoln and Jacqui for allowing us to roam around your 

beautiful property. We will return next November. 

David Ap-Thomas, Mt Eliza 

 

 

WESTERN TREATMENT PLANT, 
WERRIBEE 

John Barkla: Sun 18 November 2018 

Species recorded:95 

Australian King Parrot.  

Little Corella. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

 

The annual trip to the Werribee poo ponds (Werribee 

Treatment Plant) is one of the highlights of the year. We 

usually get to see lots of waders (and get told what each 

species is and the main identifying features) and lots of 

ducks. This outing was no exception; lots of ducks and lots 

of waders. We also had great weather, not hot or cold and 

no wind. 

There was plenty for our leader John Barkla to show the 

twenty-seven attendees on this outing. We started on the 

Point Wilson Road with a Brown Falcon on an electricity pole 

and Horsfield’s Bushlarks singing to us from the wheat 

paddock. Then on to the T-section ponds where a large 

group of Red-necked Avocets with a few Banded Stilts 

started the feast. Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were in great 

abundance together with two Australasian Grebes which are 

not common on the WTP. 
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After much searching John Barkla found the bird-of-the-day, 

a Pectoral Sandpiper which walked around in full view so we 

could appreciate the difference between it and the very 

similar Sharp-tailed Sandpipers.  

Baillon’s Crakes and Australian Spotted Crakes put in good 

appearances along the edge of the reeds and a Little 

Grassbird posed for us. In the next pond, among the 

sandpipers, were a Greenshank and a Marsh Sandpiper, 

which are similar birds, so we were able to see the 

differences between them.  

In the weed at the edge of the pond, we had wonderful views 

of a number of the critically endangered Growling Grass 

Frogs as they loudly growled at each other. We could see 

them puffing up the large vocal sac as they called. Such a 

colourful frog and it was wonderful to see and hear them so 

clearly. We stopped for a quick look at a Brolga on a nest 

with another two nearby so it is great that they are nesting 

on the WTP. 

On to the farm proper we saw Freckled Ducks standing 

around on a rock, Red-necked Avocets and Black-winged 

Stilts everywhere and lots and lots of Australian Shelducks. 

As we approached Lake Borrie we saw more and more Pink-

eared Ducks and Hardheads. All four species of cormorant 

were seen. Whiskered Terns were in very big numbers flying 

up and down the ponds.  

Lunch was eaten at the Borrow Pits watching more stilts and 

avocets. Good eyes spotted the Red-capped Plovers on the 

sand.  

Then we went down to the edge of the bay and among 

masses of swans and ducks some saw an Arctic Jaeger which 

rapidly disappeared. A huge congregation of ducks, swans 

and waders included a Bar-tailed Godwit and a single Pied 

Oystercatcher. The coastal vegetation was heaven for 

Golden-headed Cisticolas which were in full breeding 

plumage with bright golden heads.  

At the Little River ford most saw Dusky Moorhens and a few 

saw the Black-tailed Native-hens hiding under the lignum. A 

mass of ducks, terns and waders in the shallows at the edge 

of Corio Bay and a Striated Fieldwren on a bush finished off a 

great day. 

A total of ninety-five species for the day was excellent. 

Thanks to John Barkla for leading us and showing us so many 

wonderful birds. Thanks also to Max Burrows for organising 

the event. We will do it again next year. 

David Ap-Thomas, Mt Eliza 

 

 

DUNNS CREEK ESTATE AND 
KANGERONG RESERVE, RED HILL 

David Ap-Thomas: Sun 25 November 2018 

Species recorded:51 

Our Christmas break-up this year was once again held in 

November and kindly hosted by Hannah and Roger at Dunns 

Creek Estate. A good attendance, twenty-three people turned 

up as well as some who didn’t come on the walk but wanted   

Baillon’s Crake. 

Australian Shelduck. 

Whistling Kite. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

 

to celebrate another year with branch members. It was a 

dull day, with a light breeze but no rain. While we were 

amassing the troops, the bird count was already underway. 

The adjacent farm dam was carefully scanned. A host of 

Australian Wood Duck, a single Hardhead, and a few 

Eurasian Coot. There’s always plenty of activity around the 

house and grounds. Eastern Spinebill and New Holland 

Honeyeater flitted in and around the shrubbery. Out over the 

vineyard, there was the appearance of Australian Magpie, 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Australian King Parrot, Little 

Corella, Galah, and in the distance, the shriek of Sulphur-

crested Cockatoo. High in the sky, two of the resident 

Wedge-tailed Eagles were out looking for food. 

The party moved off across to the carefully-nurtured 

bushland on the property, then down the drive and out along 

McIlroys Road before entering Kangerong Reserve. As with 
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other outings, bird activity came in fits and starts, but after a 

couple of hour’s observation, most woodland species were 

seen. Good views of the two whistlers and to the delight of 

some of the party, the males stayed around long enough to 

be clearly seen and their calls readily identified. Also the two 

pardalotes were definitely heard and the two thornbills were 

present. Small honeyeaters were about but not much in 

evidence except for Yellow-faced Honeyeaters. Plenty of Grey 

Shrike-thrush were seen and were calling loudly. Eastern 

Yellow Robins were not showing themselves, but we did get 

good sightings of two White-throated Treecreeper. Grey 

Fantails were in abundance, but no Rufous Fantails and no 

Satin Flycatchers were added to the list. 

By the time bird call was taken the tally had reached fifty-

one species, a good total. On the veranda, the Christmas fare 

was spread out and a good time was had by all. Max made 

his annual Christmas speech and presented Joan Peters with 

a certificate of special recognition for her long-standing 

dedication to the branch. Well, that’s another year over (well, 

almost, there was another outing in December). Thanks 

again to Hannah and Roger for their hospitality.  

Larry Wakefield, Mt Martha 

 

 

MAIN RIDGE FLORA AND FAUNA 
RESERVE, MAIN RIDGE 

Keith Caldecott & David Ap-Thomas: 

Wednesday 12 December 2018 

Species recorded:29 

On a pleasantly warm (soon to be very warm) Wednesday, a 

gaggle of Birdos gathered expectantly. The leader took off 

leading the charge along a well-defined track amongst some 

beautiful remnant bushland. Various birds were twittering 

and tweeting doing their thing as we listened, and with bins 

on the ready, attempting to find them. The “newer” walkers 

were able to get some excellent views, much to their delight. 

In all, twenty-nine species were recorded with the most 

significant being both Rufous and Golden Whistlers, female 

as well as male Rufous Whistler; Rufous and Grey Fantail, 

although the Rufous was rather elusive with just glimpses 

here and there, unlike it’s show-off cousin the Grey; three 

King Parrots in their regal glory; and a Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

that teased the photographers by posing well but half-

concealed behind leaves or branches making a clear view 

well-nigh impossible.  

As the day warmed and the refreshing breeze became less 

cooling, we plodded back to the cars, uphill of course! At bird 

call, there was a little confusion as our trusty leader started 

to call, it was revealed that he in fact was not the leader as 

per the program. The designated leader knew this but was 

happy to wander along at the tail-end of the group. No 

matter, there were no hard feelings and we all had a little 

chuckle at the confusion. We had had a good morning. Then 

we wished everyone present and those absent a “Happy 

Christmas” and all the best for the New Year.    

Barbara Goldfinch, Lilydale  

Food shared by all. Photo by Hannah Stuart-Andrews 

Spotted Pardalote fledgling at Dunn Creek Estate. Photo by Barry Castle 

Eastern Yellow Robin.  

Crimson Rosella. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 
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SHOREBIRD ABUNDANCE AND 
VARIETY HIGH AT ETP 

25 November 2018: Seventy-three bird species were logged 

of which thirty-nine were wetland dependant, (ten were 

shorebirds), four were raptors and thirty were non-wetland 

dependant. 

November has been much wetter than usual. Water was 

rushing across spillway from the SEHB into EHB6. Deep 

water bodies now predominate. Shallow water areas with 

suitable habitat for shorebirds are relatively scarce other 

than at the WEHB which is drying. Consequently Sharp-tailed 

Sandpipers, whose numbers have again increased (now 

~1,400) were feeding on wet tracks and in roadside drains 

and puddles, as was one Wood Sandpiper. Whiskered Tern 

numbers remain high (550).  

The highlights were two calling Stubble Quail, a Ruddy 

Turnstone, usually an inhabitant of rocky coastlines and only 

the second record for the ETP. Birds currently nesting on the 

Plant include Black Swan, Chestnut Teal, Black-winged Stilt, 

Masked Lapwing, Red-rumped Parrot, Dusky Woodswallow, 

Willie Wagtail, Fairy Martin, House Sparrow and Tree 

Sparrow. 

23 December 2018: Eighty bird species were logged of which 

forty-eight were wetland dependant, (thirteen were 

shorebirds), five were raptors and twenty-seven were non-

wetland dependant. 

At thirteen species, shorebird variety as well as abundance 

was also high with our first Common Sandpipers (2) and 

Common Greenshanks (2) of the summer. Sharp-tailed 

Sandpipers now number ~3,000 and their flight flock 

behaviour when flushed was spectacular. Two Wood 

Sandpipers have taken up residence. Whiskered Tern 

numbers remain high (475). Other highlights were a pair of 

Wedge-tailed Eagles, two Freckled Duck, a Caspian Tern and 

103 Australian Shelduck were nice to see.   

27 January 2019:  Eighty-eight bird species were logged of 

which fifty-three were wetland dependant, (twelve were 

shorebirds), seven were raptors and twenty-eight were non-

wetland dependant. This demonstrates exceptional diversity.  

Today, EHB 4, 5 & 6, provided excellent habitat particularly 

for egrets, herons, spoonbills and ibis. Their abundance 

created vistas reminiscent of the Northern Territory. At 12 

species, shorebird variety as well as abundance, remains 

high. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper numbers hovered around 3,000 

during the month but declined to 1800 today as habitat on 

the Plant becomes less suitable and surrounding wetlands 

dry out. One Pectoral Sandpiper and one Greenshank were 

seen today. Up to 4 Wood Sandpipers were in residence at 

the Golden Triangle for most of the month but were not seen 

today. Whiskered Tern numbers approached 200 for most of 

the month but plunged suddenly this last week with only 10 

remaining now. A single White-winged Black Tern has been 

present for a fortnight and two Caspian Terns were seen. The 

Golden Triangle is demonstrating the value of providing 

environmental water with Buff-banded Rail, Baillon’s, Spotted 

and Spotless Crakes being present today. Other highlights 

were a Peregrine Falcon, an Australian Hobby and a Barn Owl 

that revealed its presence by dropping a flight feather.  

Mike Carter, Mornington  

Great Cormorant. Photo by David Stabb 

   
White-winged Black Tern. Photo by Andrew Silcocks                                             

Red-necked Avocets. Photo by Alison Kuiter 

Dusky Woodswallow nestlings at the ETP. Photo by David Stabb      

Juvenile Tree Sparrow at the ETP. Photo by David Stabb                            

Positive evidence of breeding on the Plant. 
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EGRETS AND TERNS AT BANYAN 

16 December 2018: Thirty-five species (twenty-one wetland-

dependent) were logged here today. Highlights included 

three Great Egrets, sixty Whiskered Terns and the continued 

presence of a pair of Dusky Woodswallows. Presence of 

juvenile Red-browed Finches show that they bred locally. 

6 January 2019: Forty-two species (twenty wetland-

dependent and raptors) were logged here today. Highlights 

included a road-killed Buff-banded Rail (on Rossiter Road), 

65 Whiskered Terns, 150 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and 2 

Stubble Quail calling in the Paddock. 

 

BUFF-BANDED RAIL AND HARDHEAD 

AT BOGGY CREEK 

16 December 2018: Twenty-six species (eighteen of which 

are wetland dependant or raptors) were logged here today. 

The highlights were three White-necked Herons and a Buff-

banded Rail.     

6 January 2019: Eighteen species (twelve of which are 

wetland dependant or raptors) were logged here today. Forty 

Hardhead were a good number for this site. 

 

GOOD SEASON FOR DUCKS AT 
SERPENTINE 

16 December 2018: Thirty-three species of birds were logged 

of which fourteen are wetland dependant or raptors. The 

highlights were 303 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, 60 Whiskered 

Terns and two Musk Lorikeets flying over.    

6 January 2019: Thirty-two species of birds were logged of 

which fifteen are wetland dependant or raptors. The number 

of Pacific Black Duck broods (8) show this has been a good 

season for ducks here. Sharp-tailed Sandpipers (14) and 

Whiskered Terns (20) are still feeding here.    

Mike Carter, Mornington  

 

Little Egret on EHB6. Photo by David Stabb   

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers on the Paddock lagoon on 6 January. Two of 150 

that were present; these individuals are immature. Photo by Mike Carter 

Counting birds at the ETP. Photo by Alison Kuiter 

Royal Spoonbills, Yellow-billed Spoonbills, Australian White Ibis and Great 

Egrets enjoying a feast on EHB6 at the ETP. Photo by Alison Kuiter 

Australian Spotted Crake on the Golden Triangle at the ETP.                          

Photo by Tanya Hattingh 
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A BIRDING LIFE 

I am a typical twitcher so thought I would start with my 

other interests which go some way to explaining my 

involvement in birding. My eBird profile says; 

“Retired physicist with research interests in concrete durability, corrosion 

mitigation (cathodic protection) and geopolymers. Other interests include 

breeding harness racing horses with my two brothers and Murano glass. I 

enjoy birding because it gives me an excuse to wander aimlessly in the 

bush and to travel to a wide variety of landscapes and habitats throughout 

Australia.” 

Science degrees at Melbourne and then Monash and finally a 

post-doc at ANU, specializing in Solid State Physics lead to a 

life’s work in Cement and Concrete research. For the past 45 

years, as a second job, my brothers and I have, and still do, 

breed harness racing horses for sale at yearling sales 

throughout the country. My collector bug has more recently 

lead me to study Murano glass-making techniques and, you 

guessed it, collect Murano glass birds. 

Given a science background, I instinctively enjoy data 

collection and analysis (making lists), and combined with my 

deep fascination with the Australian landscapes, an interest 

in birding was a natural transition from work to fun. Hence 

eBirding gives me something useful to do whilst indulging my 

passion for landscapes (or Country-scapes).    

Feeling at one with the “bush” is a key reason for my birding 

and that doesn’t happen by just walking out into the bush. I 

find it takes at least 15 minutes to “settle” in my 

environment and only then can I feel part of the landscape 

and become fully aware of what is happening around me. I 

can heartily recommend Tim Winton’s book “Island Home” 

(ref 1) which does a far better job than I could ever do about 

explaining connection to landscape. Once connected, birding 

becomes just part of the overall experience. 

As a consequence, birding to me is usually a solitary 

occupation. My “technique”, which would drive fellow 

travellers up the wall, is to walk 30 metres then stop and 

look and listen. I generally cover about 1 km per hour and so 

often spend 3 to 5 hours on a simple “walk”. As a result of 

this method, I have finally learnt some obvious lessons; 

     Don’t walk into a clearing, but instead stand at the edge. 

Clearings are like cross-roads in the bush so standing at 

the edge gives you a better appreciation of the goings-

on. 

     Don’t bush-bash after a bird you can hear calling 100 m 

into the scrub. You will have only gone 10m and it will 

have fled, always using foliage to hide its exit, leaving 

you to deal with that snake you stepped over in the 

excitement, on the way back. I have poor hearing, being 

well past my use-by date (three score years and ten), 

but this is actually an advantage birding as you only hear 

nearby birds which are possible sightings. You don’t get 

distracted by the “birds in the bush”. 

     Train and believe in your peripheral vision. If you sense a 

movement then it often is a bird, so it is always worth a 

look. Butterflies, dragon flies and falling leaves can be an 

issue, but if something falls to the ground, look up as 

usually something has caused it. Cockatoos are a classic 

example. 

      Bush birds move through the landscape in feeding 

groups, often as a mixture of very different species, so  

Terry Gourley and Die Laughing colt. 

Olive-backed Sunbird at nest, Kuranda, Qld. 

Chamber’s Pillar, NT.   

don’t give up if you have not sighted or heard a bird for 

a kilometre. If you come across such a group, or more 

correctly, they come across you, there may be dozens of 

species, all within a radius of 100m. 

     Often it seems like there is a “Birding” angel overseeing 

things. So many times I have gone searching for a 

particular bird, spending hours to no avail, then on 

returning to the car park; there it is. Seems like 

sometimes you have to pay your dues first before any 

reward appears.   
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My Mum taught me an interest in backyard birds, but living 

in Leongatha in South Gippsland was no birding nirvana. 

Through all my adult life I have always kept a bird list, in my 

trusty Simpson and Day Logbook, whenever I went on 

holidays. Transcribing them to Eremaea and then to eBird 

was a fair effort, given my first entry dated back to 1966. 

My favourite birding spots on the Peninsula would have to be 

Flinders Ocean Beach and Coolart, where I am a life member. 

Mushroom Reef and its beach are always changing and it is 

one of my “Special Places”. 

I try to visit 100 sites in any one year and a totally new one 

each month, so have clocked up many miles and hours 

birding. I target a Victorian year total of 270 each year so I 

have a route plan which spreads from Nelson in the west to 

Mallacoota in the east, and the Mallee and Chiltern in the 

north. I give local Councils feedback on the state of their 

reserves which are often horrific. The population in many 

regions seem to read “Waste Dump” when they see “Nature 

Reserve”. Sometimes I get a response and action but often 

it’s a deaf ear. 

My favourite Victorian birding spot is Chiltern and Bartley’s 

Block in particular. Not only does it have a wonderful 

collection of birds in its “big glade” in the Chiltern Forest but 

it is a great memorial to early settlement in Australia (as long 

as it is left in its raw state and not “over gentrified”). Other 

Victorian “Special Places” include the Mallee in general but 

Goschen, Lake Tyrrell, Wyperfeld and Hattah in particular, 

and Mallacoota. A good place to start is Sue Taylor’s book 

“Best 100 Birdwatching Sites in Australia” (Ref 2). I am 

slowly ticking them off. 

As an overlay, I am always trying to boost my life totals, 

which in an Australian sense means travelling to distant, 

different habitats often within a guided group. One of my 

best trips was last year to Iron Range in Cape York. To be a 

good guide you must be a consummate bushman and 

“Chook” Crawford is one of the best I have struck. To quote 

“Chook” (roughly), all bird species have a preferred habitat. 

To find a particular species, understand its preferences then 

look first for the habitat, not the bird. 

I am off to Birdsville-Winton-Longreach this year in my quest 

to reach a life total of 600 (I have a bit to go and may die 

with my boots on before I reach that number) and then 

hopefully to Christmas Island. 

One of many special birding moments happened just recently 

at Mallacoota. 

Having spent the week searching for an Eastern Reef Egret 

with numerous visits to its most common locality at Bastion 

Point, I gave up and on my last day, chose to spend a day on 

the beach (Secret Beach). With not a single bird in sight, and 

a thickish sea mist hanging over the beach, I was staggered 

to see two sea eagles floating into sight just above me. It felt 

like I could reach up and touch them. Then, at the end of the 

beach, were not one but two reef egrets perched on a large 

rock outcrop. To top it off, a lone hoodie scampered around 

the wet sand feeding nonchalantly. The angels were working 

overtime.  

 I have found that birds can teach us a lot about life and it is 

interesting to understand what drives them, how they 

interact and how much we underestimated their intelligence. 

Some of my favourite books include “Bird Minds” by Gisela 

Kaplan (Ref 3), “The Genius of Birds” by Jennifer Ackerman 

(Ref 4) and “Consider the Birds” by Colin Tudge (Ref 5).  

The Dog Fence, The Breakaways, Coober Pedy, SA. 

Bar-shouldered Doves, Broome Bird Observatory, WA. 

  
Mt Korong Nature Reserve, Vic; Poona Lake, Cooloola Section, Great 

Sandy National Park, Qld. Photos by Terry Gourley 

 

Like us, they are just one other species in the fabric of 

Nature with the same driving forces. We can learn from their 

”Irruption-Wreck” population cycle which can be as short as 

one year, when they overpopulate their habitat and run out 

of food. With our species the cycle is most likely centuries 

long but will undoubtedly follow the same pattern but with 

more damning consequences (Ref 6 and 7).  
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Terry Gourley, Mt Eliza 
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EASTERN ROSELLA BREEDING SUCCESS 

Several years ago, I purchased a parrot nest box to see if the 

local rosellas might take to it, but despite placing it in a tree, 

facing north and protected from the inclement weather from 

the tree trunk, nothing took an interest in it for three years. I 

know that both Eastern Rosellas and Rainbow Lorikeets (not 

that I wanted these to use it) knew it was there as I saw 

them in the same tree (a weedy pittosporum unfortunately) 

many times. 

Last year I decided to move the nest box and placed it out 

the front of our house on an exposed steel post below the 

front deck. At least they could all see it then. Thankfully, a 

pair of Eastern Rosellas started to investigate and they 

decided to move in. Five youngsters were hatched, but it was 

a bit later in the season and only two young fledged. The 

weather got very hot for a few days and that may have 

contributed to the loss. 

However, over the winter the pair retained ownership of the 

box, visiting it regularly and checking it out. Spring came and 

more activity was shown. The first egg for this season was 

noticed on September 19 and there were three on the 22nd, 

four on the 24th, five on the 29th and six on October 3. The 

hen was sitting regularly by then. On checking again on the 

14th, there were seven eggs. 

The male kept a close watch on the nest box from a weeping 

mulberry tree and called to her at various times. Occasionally 

he would come and take her off for a feed or drink 

somewhere. He never sat on the eggs that I noticed. 

I heard the call of youngsters on October 23, but don’t know 

just when they first hatched. To see into the box I would use 

a small mirror held up at the entrance hole and shine a torch 

onto it to reflect down into the dark cavity below. Once when 

I saw what I thought was the female flying off from the box 

and therefore expected it to be empty, I went to check and 

to my surprise found her sitting snuggly down in the bottom 

of the box. She was not perturbed by me shining the light in 

there.  

I was interested to show my grandchildren what the chicks 

looked like so slid my phone into the top of the box and 

clicked a few shots on November 12. Six chicks. What a great 

surprise, but one of them was very small compared to the 

others and I didn’t think it would survive. What a further 

surprise I had when I checked the nest ten days later to find 

the five older chicks had fledged and the young one looked 

like it was going to make it too, which it did. 

Both parents had been feeding the young ones throughout. 

They clearly got used to us moving around the garden and 

while sometimes the female would flush from the box if there 

was loud action nearby, she always returned soon after with 

seemingly no setbacks. 

I now wonder if the pair were a first-year breeding pair last 

year and their better experience and earlier start this year 

put them in good stead for a more successful season. I will 

continue to watch with interest over the remainder of this 

year and the years to come. The pair continue to come and 

sit on the rail above the nest box, keeping a claim on it. 

Hopefully, this story will encourage others who might think 

they don’t have a natural enough garden to put up nest 

boxes to help the rosellas.  

Roger Standen, Mt Eliza  

Nest box on steel post below deck. 

Six nestlings. 

  
Last to fledge chick; male on guard. 

A proud and happy dad. Photos by Roger Standen 
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INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 

These reports, some from Birdline Victoria, are not authenticated records. Researchers are advised to check with the 

observers before citing. Please report your sightings, for example arrival and departure dates of migrants, to Val Ford:                  

5981 1445 or fordandreid@gmail.com 

Date Species  Location Comments Observer 

8.10.18 Royal Spoonbill (8) Capel Sound At golf course lake, Village Glen Retirement Village. Marianne Punshon 

Oct/Nov Eastern Koel (1) Dromana Has returned to the location at top of Caldwell Drive. Noel Knight 

12.11.18 Eastern Koel (1) Langwarrin Calling in Centre Road.  Ken Dredge 

12.11.18 Olive-backed Oriole (1) Main Ridge At Baldrys Crossing. Gillian Barnett 

13.11.18 Australasian Pipit (1) Langwarrin At Hafey Way in a grassy area. Max Burrows 

13.11.18 Cape Barren Goose (2) Tuerong Flying over the freeway opposite Devilbend Reservoir. Ian Miles 

17.11.18 Cape Barren Goose (2) Moorooduc In the grass where Tyabb Road meets Morn Pen Freeway. P Hearn & A Niedra 

20.11.18 Pied Currawong (1)          

Rufous Whistler (8)                     

Sacred Kingfisher (1) 

Tuerong At Woods Reserve; recorded on monthly survey. Neil Shelley 

25.11.18 Sacred Kingfisher (2) Red Hill In Kangerong Reserve. Val Ford 

27.11.18 Eastern Koel (1, m) McCrae Had been in the Catherine Street area for a fortnight. Stuart Cousland 

27.11.18 Cape Barren Goose (7) Somerville In paddocks along Coolart Road. Sue King 

29.11.18 Eastern Koel (1, f) Frankston South First time I have seen a female Koel in this area.  Tanya Hattingh 

29.11.18 Eastern Koel (1) Rosebud Heard in Foam Street. Imants Niedra 

4.12.18 Eastern Koel (1) Mt Eliza Heard near the Mt Eliza bowls club. David Ap-Thomas 

8.12.18 Eastern Koel (1) Mt Eliza Heard in our back garden. Sue Watkins 

12.12.18 Sacred Kingfisher (1) Safety Beach Outside one of my house windows. Hilary Alexandra 

12.12.18 Spotted Harrier (1) Somerville At the junction of Lower Somerville and Bungower roads. Keith Caldecott 

19.12.18 Weebill (2) Capel Sound Seen in a eucalyptus in my backyard in the Village Glen. Celia Browne 

23.12.18 Cape Barren Goose (30) Hastings Foreshore Reserve Flew over the boardwalk behind the motel towards the bay. S & S King 

23.12.18 Eastern Yellow Wagtail (1)   

Latham’s Snipe (4)                      

Freckled Duck (12) 

Balbirooroo Wetlands 

Balnarring 

On the private dam next to Balbirooroo Wetlands. Jeff & Sarah 

Campbell  

24.12.18 Gull-billed Tern (35) Stockyard Point  J & M Campbell 

24.12.18 Scarlet Honeyeater (1) Balbirooroo Wetlands  Dan Ashdown 

25.12.18 Latham’s Snipe (~18)      

Freckled Duck (~18) 

Balbirooroo Wetlands  Cath Cousland 

26.12.18 Little Lorikeet (3) Pt Leo campsite Rarely recorded on the Mornington Peninsula. Dan Ashdown 

8.1.19 Eastern Koel (1, m)                         

Pied Currawong (1 or 2) 

Portsea Near the cliff 0.5km east of Portsea in a Norfolk Island pine.                    Jill Hartley 

20.1.19 Bassian Thrush (1) Tuerong Daangean Trail at farm dam south of Devilbend Reservoir. Larry Wakefield 

20.1.19 Eastern Curlew (15)                  

Curlew Sandpiper (3) 

French Island Seen feeding near or flying past Chilcott Rocks.                                       

Same location, first time I've seen this species on the island. 

Harry Saddler 

23.1.19 Latham’s Snipe (1) Duell’s Road Rosebud Fossicking around the edge of the dam; latest Biolinks survey. David Ap-Thomas 

23.1.19 Australasian Shoveler (2)       

Baillon’s Crake (1)                 

Dusky Woodswallow (2)          

White-bellied Sea-Eagle (2, juv)                               

Blue-billed Duck (12)                   

Dusky Moorhen (1)                         

Devilbend Natural Features 

Reserve 

All seen on monthly bird count. (We have not recorded any 

Great Crested Grebes since May 2016. Prior to that we 

regularly saw up to 10 or so).                                                           

Fledged earlier in the year.                                                                                      

Roger Richards 

24.1.19 Peregrine Falcon (2) Safety Beach Flying around near our house. P Hearn & A Niedra 

24.1.19 Brown Goshawk (1) Devilbend  Roger Richards 

28.1.19 Yellow-tail’d Blck-Cock’too (20+) Mt Eliza Have just flown past our house. David Ap-Thomas 

2.2.19 Rufous Whistler (1, imm) Capel Sound A new bird for the Village Glen bird list. Val Ford 

4.2.19 White-bellied Sea-Eagle Hastings Over Hastings Bight at 9.00am.  Max Burrows 

9.2.19 Satin Flycatcher (m & f)                

Sacred Kingfisher (1)           

Greens Bush Several flycatchers seen and heard. Cath Cousland 

mailto:fordandreid@gmail.com
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CORRECTION: Not a Great Knot 

Mike Carter has pointed out that the bird identified as a 

Great Knot in the last newsletter was a Red Knot. 

“In my opinion the ‘Great Knot’ featured on page 19 of the 

December 2018 Mornington Peninsula Birdlife newsletter is a 

Red (AKA a Lesser) Knot and not a Great Knot as captioned. 

This and the record in the ‘Interesting Sightings’ should be 

corrected.”  

Val Ford, editor 

 

Female Eastern Koel  

This is the first time I have seen a female Eastern Koel in the 

Frankston South area. Heard distinctive keeking and upon 

investigation observed a female being chased by Red 

Wattlebirds. A male koel has been visiting for four years.  

Tanya Hattingh, Frankston South 

 

Kingfishers breeding at Woods Reserve 

Woods Reserve is an open eucalypt forest block containing a 

small dam and is located just to the west of Devilbend 

Natural Features Reserve, off Derril Road. Seasonal visitors 

to the reserve include Horsfield’s and Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, 

Pallid and Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Rufous Fantail, Satin Flycatcher 

and Sacred Kingfisher. The kingfisher is regularly seen from 

October to January. 

Monthly surveys of the birds at the reserve have been 

conducted for many years, as part of the ongoing monitoring 

of Devilbend. The surveys are conducted on the second 

Tuesday of each month and this month (January 2019) I was 

joined by keen photographer Michael Mann. While waiting for 

Michael to join me, I observed a single Sacred Kingfisher 

being harassed by several Eastern Yellow Robins. 

Not long after we set off, we heard an insect like noise 

coming from a small hollow in a large eucalypt on the side of 

the track. We listened and watched for a while, and as there 

was no activity, we continued on but decided to check it 

again on our return. As I had a prior commitment, I didn’t 

get a chance to go with Michael to check out the site again, 

so you can imagine my surprise and delight when he sent me 

photos of a pair of Sacred Kingfishers taking food to the 

hollow. 

It was also interesting that we did not hear the Sacred 

Kingfishers call at all on the day, as they are usually quite 

vocal. 

Neil Shelley, Mornington 

 

Lewin’s Rail in cat trap 

A Lewin's Rail was caught in a cat trap on McLeod Road 

French Island on 6 November. Very dense tall wet heath. 

This species is not uncommon on French Island, but not often 

seen. The Fox-free island is one of its strongholds in Victoria. 

The cat trappers quite often get Potoroos in their traps; they 

seem to be attracted by the herbs and spices on the KFC! 

Ravens, Magpies and other carnivores are also caught. This is 

the first time a Lewin's Rail was caught. 

French Island Ecology Facebook  

Great Knot and Red Knot. Photo by William Betts 

Female Eastern Koel. Photo by Tanya Hattingh 

  
Sacred Kingfisher attending to young. Photos by Michael Mann 

Lewin’s Rail in cat trap. Photo from French Island Ecology 
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Orioles nesting in my garden 

Olive-backed Orioles have been recorded in my Bittern 

garden off and on for the past twenty years. For the past six 

years, a pair of orioles have arrived in spring and remade 

their nest hanging at the end of a pendulous peppermint gum 

branch. They carefully tend 2-4 chicks, are harassed 

constantly by Noisy Miners, until, when considered large, 

enough the local kookaburra family knocks all the chicks off 

in a few days. 

Until 2018. After much discussion we decided to leave the 

nest unmolested for another season. Only the male oriole 

arrived in early spring. We did not see a second bird until she 

had successfully fledged a chick in late December, which I 

photographed.  

The orioles had constructed a new nest, as yet undiscovered, 

obviously better concealed than the previous one. Hopefully 

this will lead to a more productive breeding season next year 

as well. 

Penny Gillespie, Bittern 

 

Barn Owls  

This is the face of Rodenticide (rat bait) poisoning of the 

Mornington peninsula. Barn owls are amazing creatures that 

are natures answer to rat and mouse breeding. Yet we as 

humans have to put poisons out of which the mouse or rat 

eats it then the owl eats the mouse or rat then it gets sick. 

Slowly it bleeds to death. We as wildlife carers, at the 

moment are getting our fair share of this poor species 

coming into care. Often it takes several days for the poison 

to become apparent as blood tests can take a week to show 

us that their vitamin k levels are dropping. So we can start 

on a very expensive drug therapy to try to start to fix the 

bird, a drug therapy that might take up to 6 months to 

finalise or reach its full affect.  

So please people stop poisoning our owls- three in one week 

is way too much and too sad. Thankfully this owl has been 

euthanased, despite the best efforts of all concerned. If you 

find owls unresponsive or easy to catch please take 

immediately to an emergency vet. Please share this far and 

wide this is happening across the state and people need to 

know. 

Member drive: Whether you’re an active volunteer, a 

rescuer, foster carer or just an interested supporter, you can 

become a member of Animalia Wildlife Shelter and Rescue, to 

keep up to date on the latest news, fundraisers and events, 

plus get workshop discounts as well as get our newsletters. 

Membership fees are only $20 a year, visit our website for 

more details: www.animaliawildlife.org.au   

Natives for natives: We are always on the hunt for native 

flora to feed our hungry wildlife! If you have native trees or 

plants that may require pruning and would be suitable 

wildlife fodder please contact us. Some examples are 

flowering gum, bottle brush, wattle, grevillea, lilly pilly etc.  

Contact details:                                                                              

Shelter director and 24 hour wildlife hotline:                            

Michelle Thomas 0435822699                                                  

Email: Animalia.shelter@gmail.com                                     

Fundraising email: fundraising.animalia.shelter@gmail.com   

Website: www.animaliawildlife.org.au  

Michelle Thomas, Animalia Wildlife Shelter   

Adult and fledged young Olive-backed Oriole. Photo by Penny Gillespie 

  
Barn Owls taken into care: Poisoned; Rescued from transformer.                 

Photos from Animalia Wildlife Shelter Facebook 

 

Peregrines near our house 

Andris went out to the front of our place at 6am on 24 

January to see if our newspaper had arrived. He noticed a 

couple of birds taking off from a double storey house, and 

then flying around in a 50-100 metre circular pattern. He 

thinks they were Peregrine Falcons. He got me out of bed 

and I grabbed binoculars, although the light was poor. They 

flew around a few times, landing on the same house and an 

aerial further away, ignoring available large trees. Andris 

thinks there was an older bird apparently taking a youngster 

on a 'training flight', as the bird that was following called 

loudly each time they took off. An unexpected sighting at 

that time of day!  

As Andris was leaving our place a few hours after seeing the 

birds this morning, he noticed a dead, apparently unmarked 

immature Silver Gull in the gutter directly opposite the house 

where the peregrines returned to a couple of times this 

morning. Maybe they were waiting for an opportune time to 

claim it after striking it? Very interesting. 

Pam Hearn & Andris Niedra, Safety Beach 

http://www.animaliawildlife.org.au/
mailto:Animalia.shelter@gmail.com
mailto:fundraising.animalia.shelter@gmail.com
http://www.animaliawildlife.org.au/
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Bird learning 

How well do birds learn from others? In her 2016 book, the 

Genius of Birds, Jennifer Ackerman described several ways 

that learning has been demonstrated through 

experimentation. Two of these examples of birds learning off 

others through observation illustrate just how well this 

happens. 

One was when virgin female zebra finches were only allowed 

to see females mating with males that had a white leg band. 

Later, when these females were offered the choice of two 

males, one with a white band and the other with an orange 

band, they always picked the male with the white band.  

The other example that highlighted this capacity to learn 

through observation involved one species from that very 

intelligent group – the corvids. The American Crow was used 

as the subject of a study where groups of people wearing 

masks regularly walked through a university campus. One 

group, the ‘baddies’, wore cavemen masks and the other 

group wore a ‘neutral’ mask. The baddies caught a few of the 

wild crows but the neutral group wandered through 

harmlessly. 

Amazingly, nine years later, the scientists returned to the 

campus with the same sets of masks. The crows in those 

original areas, including many that hadn’t even hatched when 

the experiment started, reacted to the baddies by dive-

bombing, scolding and mobbing them. The neutral masked 

people were ignored. This demonstrated considerable skill 

transfer through observation and learning over a 

generational time period. 

In the cut-throat life of birds, learning by mistake can be 

very costly, so it is perhaps unsurprising that birds can be 

such good observers and learn from others.  

Roger Standen, Mt Eliza 

 

Unfortunate Superb Fairy-wren 

While walking along the boardwalk in Warringine Wetlands 

early morning on 3 January, I saw a small brown bird I did 

not recognise so I did what I usually do and tried to get a 

picture of it. To my surprise a male Superb Fairy-wren came 

up and started to feed it. After a few seconds the wren was 

gone. It then dawned on me the small brown bird was a 

young cuckoo, probably a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, being 

reared by the wren.  

Michael Mann, Hastings 

 

Fluffy black chicks 

The highlight of our bird walk at the Village Glen on 9 

January was having good views of two fluffy black chicks 

feeding in the vegetation on a Chinamans Creek 

embankment. Knowing that most waterbird chicks are fluffy 

black, the experience turn into a bird identification exercise! 

We assumed they were Dusky Moorhen chicks, then realised 

they were a short distance from the creek, feeding on insects 

and seeds, not water vegetation. We also noticed that they 

looked slightly different; the larger of the chicks was starting 

to show Buff-banded Rail markings. Finally an adult 

appeared, confirming that they were Buff-banded Rail chicks.   

Val Ford, Capel Sound 

Unbanded Zebra Finches, male on left. Photo by Roger Standen 

American Crow. Photo by Bill Soutter 

Superb Fairy-wren feeding a juvenile Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo.                     

Photo by Michael Mann 

 
Buff-banded Rail chick. Photo by Marianne Punshon 
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Unusual magpie at ETP  

The usual magpies we see on the Plant are typical ‘White-

backed’ Magpies. They lack the black band stretching from 

shoulder to shoulder as on this bird. Thus this might be a 

‘Black-backed’ Magpie or a hybrid with that form normally 

found north of the Victorian border. 

Mike Carter, Mornington 

 

Golfing prion 

This bird was found on the Portsea golf club by Glen Burns, a 

man with no interest in birds but felt sorry for it, who then 

brought it to our place. Our son Mark gave Glen the phone 

number of the local wildlife refuge who advised him to take it 

the Rye Vet. They told him it was the third one that had been 

brought in; must have been the strong winds. Looking at my 

bird books I thought it might be an Antarctic Prion.  

Mike Carter has identified it as a Fairy Prion: from the great 

extent of black at the tip of the tail as well as what we can 

see of the bill, although a profile pic of that would be more 

help, it is a Fairy Prion.  

Bob Dunball, Blairgowrie 

 

Kookaburra family 

The December issue of The Creek included this photo of a 

kookaburra entering its nest in a hollow in a dead tree 

outside the Barraclough’s house in Watson Road. 

On 16 November, too late for that newsletter, two babies 

emerged to brave the world. One was off before we could get 

a photo, but the second found its way next door, where it 

waited for its parents on a pathway. Next day, it was gone. 

Liz reports a family of four Kookaburras about her place 

recently, so we are hopeful that both chicks survived. And 

there are certainly many kookaburras around Mt Martha in 

the early mornings this summer. 

Angela Kirsner, Berg Mt Martha’s newsletter The Creek, 

February 2019 

THANK YOU 

BirdLife Mornington Peninsula would like to thank its key 

sponsors for 2018: Mornington Peninsula Shire; Flinders 

Lions Club; Bendigo Bank, Dromana Branch. 

  

Your generous support this year has enabled us to continue 

to produce our newsletter for distribution in libraries and 

schools in the region. It is also supporting our programs that 

help promote bird awareness and understanding in all levels 

of the community.   

 

BirdLife Melbourne Beginners' Outing  

25 May 2019: The Briars Park, Mt Martha. Meet at 10:00 

in the car park at the Visitor Centre. Melway 145 F12.  

  
An Australian Magpie at the ETP on 25 November. Photos by David Stabb 

Fairy Prion. Photo by Bob Dunball 

  
Adult kookaburra entering nest hollow. Photo by Liz Barraclough                

Recently fledged young kookaburra. Photo by Angela Kirsner  

 

Weebills in my garden 

Several times during late November I thought I heard 

Weebill calls over my quite large garden in the Village Glen. 

This is a call with which I am familiar from my bush block at 

Clydesdale where they come regularly to the bird bath.  

On 30 November I was sitting relaxed, with the “bins” close 

by, following a big gardening session when I heard the call, 

“wee-bill, wee-bill”. On raising the bins there it was - a 

Weebill sitting on the high, bare twiggy portion of a 

eucalyptus, facing left, with its very tiny “triangular” beak 

clearly silhouetted against a pale blue sky. 

Then on 19 December whilst sitting on the patio, composing 

this observation note I heard the calls again. Looked up and 

there are two Weebills in the tree!  I had a great view before 

they flew off. 

Celia M. Browne, Capel Sound 
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EASTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL AT 

BALBIROOROO WETLANDS 

While visiting my mother-in-law Liz Sarrailhe over the 

Christmas period, my wife Sarah and I visited Balbirooroo 

Wetlands at Balnarring on 23 December and noted an odd 

bird on the private dam next to the reserve. My initial 

thought was that it may be an Eastern Yellow Wagtail, a 

species which I had previously observed in north-west 

Australia, however I was unsure at the time. We returned to 

the site on the following day, together with my son Michael, 

and with a telescope and a 150-600 mm lens on the camera. 

We very quickly sighted the bird again and I was able to 

confirm my initial identification. My diagnosis was based on a 

number of points. The overall impression of the bird was of 

slender build with a longish tail, long-legged with feathered 

tarsi, mainly grey upperparts and whitish underparts. It had 

a prominent white supercilium, pale ear patch and narrow 

white-edged wing coverts. The bird spent most of its time 

patrolling the edge of the dam, often darting after prey and 

pecking at the ground, often wagging its tail up and down. 

On viewing closer with the telescope and from photographs 

scattered yellowish patches could be seen on the belly and 

breast. It was surmised that the bird was probably an 

immature of the subspecies tschutschensis, moulting into 

adult plumage.  

I understand that many people have visited the site since our 

observation, and that most have been successful in seeing 

and photographing the bird. Unfortunately, I have since been 

informed that some have left the track to be closer to the 

fence and have trampled much of the vegetation in the 

process. This is most unfortunate and unnecessary. In my 

view one can obtain better views of the dam edge by using 

the elevated situation of the walking track.  

Jeff Campbell, Mount Gambier SA 

 

Mega rarity for Victoria 

Other Eastern Yellow Wagtail Victorian records that I know 

about are:                                                                                

One at Lake Borrie at the WTP, Werribee from 30 November 

till 9 December 1998 - first ever.                                                    

One at the ETP on 29 December 2001.                                           

One at Heatherton Road retarding basin 23-26 November 

2002.                                                                                            

Two at the ETP on 26 November 2006.                                                  

One at Lake Colac on about 19 December 2017 was NOT a 

typical Eastern Yellow Wagtail tschutschensis but probably 

the race taivana.  

Mike Carter, Mornington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Eastern Yellow Wagtail at Balbirooroo Wetlands.                                             

Photos by Michael Campbell 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail at Balbirooroo Wetlands. Photo by David Stabb  

Before the twitchers arrived. Photo by Tanya Hattingh 

 


