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CONVENOR’S REPORT 2018 

The committee has again performed admirably. With funds 

now being restricted from National Office, and some of our 

Peninsula reserves now being a cost to use, we have had a 

difficult financial year and the committee has met these 

challenges head on and with enthusiasm.  

The newsletter, which is our most valuable communication 

with our members, was de-funded in hard copy form by 

National Office with a direction to utilise on-line production. 

We ascertained that a significant number of our members 

still wanted a hard copy and thanks to Liz and Penny with 

help from all committee members those members requiring 

hard copies now get them.  

Due to increased costs in the branch a finance sub-

committee was formed and they are working hard at fund 

raising.  

Our branch is now part of the Greens Bush to Arthurs Seat 

Biolink project; we are providing bird surveys on properties 

within the Biolink to provide valuable bird data on an 

ongoing basis to assist in the measurement over time as to 

the success of the project. 

Our outings program attendance averaged 22 members per 

outing and was again successful with a trip to the Western 

Treatment Plant being the years highlight.  

 

 

The year started with a combined function with the 

Mornington Peninsula Regional Art Gallery at The Briars and 

Mornington Art Gallery featuring bird paintings and finished 

the year at Hannah and Roger’s Dunns Creek Winery 

Christmas outing. 

We bid farewell to our past committee member Danny Vits as 

he departed the Peninsula for the western district, Danny 

was a hard worker on our committee and he will be missed. 
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Convenor’s report 2018 

Committee 

The committee as previously mentioned functioned 

cohesively and all members are to be congratulated. Liz 

Thomas resigned from the committee earlier in the year and 

indicated she would be much more effective off committee 

and this has proved a winner with Liz now part of the 

newsletter printing and distribution as well as being part of 

the Finance sub-committee, thanks Liz. John Rawlins has 

taken on the task of compiling the e-news bulletins.  

We again thank Val Ford for her editing of the newsletter, a 

sterling job. Thanks also to Neil Shelley, Joan Peters and 

Larry Wakefield who all perform off-committee roles. 

Education 

Pam and Susan were once again responsible for our 

education program that included the Schools Enviro Week 

and talks to schools as well as to outside organizations. U3A 

course was held again and with What Bird is That and 

Science in the Park this contributes to our public profile and 

raises awareness of our peninsula bird life. Talks were also 

given to some peninsula Probus groups. 

Conservation 

The main challenge this year was the boating proposal at 

Devilbend and unfortunately the battle was lost. It was 

decided to allow this activity in designated areas of the 

reservoir. We are monitoring the situation to ascertain if the 

controls are working. 

The shire in purchasing the Tootgarook site was a win for the 

wetland and we appreciate the shires initiative. 

General comments  

In closing let me thank all members for their efforts this year 

and we hope the coming year will see your involvement 

continue and together we will ensure the birdlife of the 

Mornington Peninsula survives and thrives.  

Max Burrows 

 

EDUCATION REPORT 

Schools’ Environment Week 

March 19-22, 2018 

Schools’ Environment Week at the Briars in Mt Martha has 

been a regular event in March for over 20 years. Many local 

Mornington Peninsula schools visit to take part in displays, 

talks, and hands-on environmental activities over four days. 

BirdLife Mornington Peninsula volunteers take part in 

Wetlands activities in a large bird-hide, where we set up the 

scope and discuss the habits of Wetland Birds. 

New guidelines meant that all volunteers needed Working 

with Children checks, so that was organised promptly. David, 

John, Liz, Con, Jock, Penny, and Sue supervised the scope, 

while Pam and Susan discussed bird migration, wader eating-

habits, and provided games and puzzles. It’s amazing the 

expertise all our volunteers bring to events like this! 

The weather was generally kind to us (we were lucky to not 

have bookings on the extreme-wind day on the Wednesday!)   

E Week at The Briars. Photo by Heather Tytler 

 

More thought and information will be necessary for future 

participation, as to what actually happens if we can’t access 

the Hide. 

Thankfully also, the birds co-operated by providing us with 

interesting sightings daily- notably four Pink-eared Ducks on 

the first day, the female Emu strolling by regularly and 

‘booming’ occasionally, Swamp Wallabies, multiple White-

faced Herons, and assorted ducks. 

This event allows us to make contact with large numbers of 

children and adults, so it is a valuable asset to nurture and 

develop. 

Thanks everyone. 

Pam Hearn & Susan Clark, Education Officers 

 

BERG Mt Martha Family Day 

Sunday 25 March 2018 

As in previous years, we accepted an invitation from BERG 

Mt Martha to take part in this local event. It’s a good 

opportunity to help adults and children become familiar with 

the birds they see around them. 

Susan and John set up the telescope on the jetty, training it 

on a leafless tree which held a nice variety of birds – Little 

Pied Cormorant, White-faced Heron, Great Egret, and Little 

Black Cormorant. We hosted a good number of interested 

parents and children, with all exclaiming at the wonderful 

detail obtained through the scope. David arrived ready for 

the afternoon session just before wind and rain stopped all 

proceedings for the day. Despite this, the morning’s activity 

was very worthwhile. 

Susan Clark 

 

Contacting BirdLife Mornington Peninsula 

President Max Burrows; 9789 0224                                       

21 Moorhen Cres, Carrum Downs, Vic 3201            

mornington@birdlife.org.au                                         

www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-mornington-peninsula 

 

mailto:mornington@birdlife.org.au
http://www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-mornington-peninsula
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MEMBER PROFILE  

Chris Chandler 

Lives at Crib Point 

How I started birding 

One hot day when I was eleven, Don Bowry knocked on our 

door on the west coast of French Island and asked for a drink 

of water. We were so surprised to see somebody walking on 

that part of the island that my mother invited him in. He told 

us he was birdwatching, and had walked from Tankerton 

(about 10 Km). I was a keen collector of birds’ eggs and 

proudly showed him my egg collection! He explained that it 

was better to observe birds and not disturb their nests and 

told me about the Bird Observers Club. Soon after this, I 

received a letter from Roy Wheeler (the BOCA Secretary), 

welcoming me as a new member. Then I met Des Quinn, 

who visited French Island regularly from 1964, as part of his 

10-year bird study of French Island. We became good friends 

and Des was my mentor and an excellent teacher over the 

next ten years.  

Favourite birding spots on the Peninsula 

French Island is my favourite birding spot, although it’s not 

quite on the Peninsula. I don’t birdwatch much on the 

Peninsula, but I do enjoy Stony Point, Woolley’s Beach, the 

Warringine Park boardwalk and Coolart.  

Other favourite birding spots 

I lived in Tanzania for three years and Mt Kilimanjaro is one 

of my all-time favourite birding places. The changes in 

species as you go up the mountain are exciting, with a new 

species of sunbird every 500m of altitude gain.  

Also, the two Ramsar sites in Uruguay (where I lived for 

seven years) are both magnificent, but different; the eastern 

coastal lagoons, and Esteros de Farrapos (on the Uruguay 

River.) Lots of ducks, waders, screamers, terns and 

flamingos.  

In Australia, I am discovering so many exciting birding places 

which I had never been to before, such as Lake Eyre basin 

after rain, and the coast north of Townsville.  

Some memorable birding moments 

Seeing over one million Flamingos on Lake Nakuru, Kenya. 

Watching the migration of Northern Hemisphere migrants 

passing through West Kilimanjaro, including Steppe Eagles, 

Honey Buzzards, European Kestrels, several falcon species 

and many small passerines. 

Living at Point Wilson for two winters (1978 and 1980) and 

going out every day to observe flocks of Orange-bellied 

Parrots – there was a regular flock of 20-30 in those days, 

and up to 55 recorded at Point Wilson on one day in 1980.  

Going from South Lake Eyre on the Birdsville Track to 

Mungeranie after rain in 2015 and seeing hundreds of birds, 
 

Newsletter contributions 

Send to Val Ford; 5981 1445, fordandreid@gmail.com 

Deadline for September edition: 8 August 2018                      

Earlier articles appreciated. 

Chris looking back at French Island. Photo by Marnie Fitzsimons 

 

including flocks of Budgies and Cockatiels, and many 

Crimson and Orange Chats, Pied Honeyeaters, Cinnamon 

Quail-thrushes, etc.  

Driving at night near South Lake Eyre last year to find Inland 

Dotterels.  

Seeing a pair of Bourke Parrots in Central Australia this year. 

Birding ambitions 

To rediscover the French Island King Quail populations and 

learn more about them. 

To visit other regions of Australia, where I have not yet 

been; Top End, Wet Tropics, Great Barrier Reef, southern 

WA, Kimberley, etc. I have a fascination with seabird 

breeding islands, and would like to visit more of these.  

PNG has been a dream since I was a teenager (I joined the 

PNG Bird Society when I was fourteen!) but it seems unlikely 

that I will ever get there.   

Other interests 

Ecology generally… wildflowers, especially orchids. I am 

interested in the complex interrelationships between 

vertebrates, plants, soil fungi, etc. There are many species 

which appear to be ‘ecosystem engineers’, playing a key role 

in the distribution of plants, fungi, and associated 

invertebrates, etc. Some of these include Cassowaries, 

Emus, bandicoots, potoroos, and echidnas.  

Do more birds play this role? Who knows? For example, I 

suspect that Black Swans modify the structure of 

saltmarshes. Because of Foxes, there are very few swans 

nesting in saltmarshes on the Western Port mainland. 

However, the hundreds of swans nesting in French Island 

saltmarshes (where there are no Foxes) are maintaining a 

different mixture of plant species than in mainland 

saltmarshes.   

 
 

Western Port wetlands 

Chris is very concerned about what will happen to the 

Western Port wetlands if Crib Point is further developed. 

To see what is at stake if the wetlands are lost: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNHpQStMI8I  

mailto:fordandreid@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNHpQStMI8I
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Printed newsletter update 

Hello Birders, 

We hope you enjoyed receiving your printed copies of the 

newsletter over the last year. The newsletter continues to be 

a highly valued local resource for members and friends both 

on the Peninsula and further afield.   

The newsletter is circulated to BirdLife Mornington Peninsula 

members via eNews. The printed version is only sent to 

BirdLife members who financially donated towards the 

newsletter production and distribution costs.  

To keep the printed newsletter alive and continue receiving 

your copy this year we are asking for donations of $30.00+. 

Your generous donations are only utilised in the creation of 

the four newsletters you receive each year. 

The June 2018 edition of the printed newsletter signals the 

final production of the printed version for 2108. With your 

financial support we hope to continue providing the printed 

version to interested community members.    

If you do not receive the hardcopy version but are interested 

in doing so please contact: Liz Thomas on 043 22 33 747.            

To receive the printed newsletter please complete and return 

the enclosed slip.  

Thank you in anticipation of your continued support.  

Max Burrows, Convenor 

 

Hide is closed 

Water has dried up at Edithvale South. Some may feel that 

this is a bad thing but the Edithvale Wetlands are ephemeral 

wetlands and typically have two seasons – wet and dry. It is 

important that the wetlands do dry up because it gives the 

Sea Club Rush a chance to grow, which then provides much 

of the food for the following breeding season. No water 

means no birds so the hide is closed until further notice. 

Water has dried up at Edithvale South. Photo by Robin Clarey 

Theft and Graffiti  

Unfortunately, that particular element of society has been at 

it again. Firstly, there was the removal of the chain and all 

the padlocks on the hide gate and the side vehicle-access 

gate (leaving the possibility of damage and kangaroo 

escape); then a week later came the theft of the second 

replacement padlock and the keysafe on the hide gate.                                                                               

During this, graffiti was discovered all over the roller door at 

Duck In, and on the supporting structures under the 

Education Centre. One can only hope for karma! 

Robin Clarey, Friends of Edithvale Seaford Wetlands Inc 

Newsletter, Mar-Apr 2018  

A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper centre-left and a Curlew Sandpiper                 

centre-right with three Red-necked Stint around them.                         

Photo by Roger Standen 

 

Geolocators on Curlew Sandpipers 

Victorian Wader Study Group Report 

One of our priority activities over the summer has been to 

deploy geolocators on Curlew Sandpipers. 

The population of Curlew Sandpipers is in serious decline so 

it is imperative that we learn more about these birds, exactly 

where they breed and which route they take on their 

northward and southward migration. To do this we wanted to 

place geolocators on a number of these birds that would 

record where and when they moved during their migration.   

We decided Yallock Creek on Westernport Bay was the most 

likely place as retraps of birds banded in previous seasons 

were high, telling us that we had a good chance of retrieving 

geolocators there. On our last catching attempt a recce had 

been done some days before determining that there were 

1500 small waders (a mix of Red-necked Stint, Sharp-tailed 

and Curlew Sandpipers) present. 

This was really a do or die effort as at our three previous 

attempts at catching Curlew Sandpipers they had proved 

very elusive. We still had geolocators to deploy and their 

departure for the northern hemisphere was fast approaching, 

as could be seen by the number which were in advanced 

breeding plumage. The net was fired, covering material was 

quickly in place and the birds settled nicely. Imagine our 

delight when we counted 182 Curlew Sandpiper (together 

with over 300 stint). We fitted 59 with geolocators and the 

whole catch was fitted with orange engraved leg flags.  

Please report any sightings of engraved leg flags of any 

colour, any migratory species, anywhere you see them to 

Joris Driessen through the AWSG website 

http://awsg.org.ay/wp-content/themes/AWSG/reportform.php    

or directly to Joris at flagging@awsg.org.au (if you have any 

photos they need to be sent directly to Joris) 

We are fairly confident that we can retrieve the geolocators 

when they return at the end of this year as this does seem a 

site to which they are faithful.   

If you would like to be involved with the research done by 

the VWSG please contact myself or go to our website 

http://www.vwsg.org.au/ 

Penny Johns, 0419 366 50, pennyjohns@hotmail.com 

http://awsg.org.ay/wp-content/themes/AWSG/reportform.php
mailto:flagging@awsg.org.au
http://www.vwsg.org.au/
mailto:pennyjohns@hotmail.com
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Do not feed wild birds 

It is generally not a good idea to feed wild birds in parks or 

gardens. I have just seen an article which popped up on my 

computer (I don’t know how these things happen) which had 

a headline “It is ok to feed birds in Australia” or something 

along those lines. The article then said that birds in Britain 

were saved during hard winters by people putting food out 

for them. “So therefore it is ok to feed Australian wild 

birds....” When you have this message firmly in your mind, 

the article goes on to qualify this statement by saying that it 

must be the right food, at the right times and not to feed 

them regularly. 

The simple truth is that it is not a good idea to feed wild 

birds. They need, always, water to drink and bathe in but 

there is always food in native gardens that they can eat. The 

pleading look in the eyes of a butcherbird at our back door is 

hard to resist but you must accept that feeding him, on 

demand, is not doing him any good as he will always head 

for your place when he is hungry instead of going and finding 

the proper food that he needs to keep him healthy.  

Bread makes birds sick and is a no-no. It can cause problems 

for birds as the bread ferments in their digestive systems. It 

has none of the goodies that birds need to remain healthy 

and stops them feeling hungry so they don’t go and find their 

natural foods which do contain the complex sugars that birds 

need. Bread will also foul water sources and this breeds 

diseases which will affect the birds and animals and reptiles 

that might drink the water. Someone near us used to put out 

bread for the birds and the Little Ravens would bring it 

straight round to our water dishes to soak. Within a short 

while our water dishes contained a toxic soup that other birds 

were drinking and bathing in. Bread attracts rats and other 

vermin to your garden.  

Save your local birds by putting out dishes of water for them 

to drink and bathe in and let nature provide the food. This 

way you will have lots of happy and healthy birds in your 

garden. 

You can read more on this subject, put out by BirdLife, at 

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/feed-or-not-feed-0 

More information is also on the British Bird Lovers website:                    

https://www.britishbirdlovers.co.uk/bird-food/feeding-

ducks?platform=hootsuite 

David Ap-Thomas, Mt Eliza 

 

Mynas a major issue 

Environmentalists call for program to cull Indian myna birds 

on Mornington Peninsula. The “cane toads of the sky” are 

invading the Peninsula and a culling program is urgently 

needed, environmentalists warn. 

Nepean Conservation Group committee member John 

Trewarne said huge numbers of Indian myna birds were 

wreaking havoc on native species and environmentally 

sensitive areas across the Peninsula. The highly aggressive 

birds would not hesitate to “dismantle” the nests of native 

birds, he said. “They’re like foxes and feral cats. They’ve 

been dubbed cane toads of the sky in Queensland,” he said. 

Peninsula ecologist Malcolm Legg said the mynas were 

putting native birds under huge pressure and forcing them 

out. “They are breeding up everywhere. They take over the 

breeding hollows (of native birds),” he said.   

Grey Butcherbird with provided food. Photo by G Cameron 

John Trewarne says Indian myna birds have infested parts of the 

Mornington Peninsula and are forcing out native birds.                             

Photo by Jason Sammon 

 

“A trapping program can be very effective if it’s done right.” 

Mr Legg said the Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network 

had previously run a trapping program, but it had largely 

petered out. 

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 

said residents could kill the mynas themselves or hire a pest 

controller.  

Government spokesman Lewis Hill said residents could 

legally trap and euthanase the mynas on their properties as 

long as it was not done cruelly and was in accordance with 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal Act. Mr Hill said mynas 

were widespread across the state. “It is likely that with more 

people living on the Mornington Peninsula there would be 

more myna birds, who unlike native birds, do like to nest 

with man-made structures,” he said. 

Senior Mornington Peninsula Shire Council officer Niall 

McDonagh said officials would look at steps to control the 

mynas. “We have active programs to control pests. We are 

doing some work in that space and we are open to 

improvement,” he told a recent council meeting. Indian 

myna birds were introduced to Australia in Melbourne in 

1862 with the aim of controlling pests in market gardens. 

They are aggressive, destructive and highly territorial, often 

taking out smaller local birds such as wagtails, wrens and 

finches. 

Christian Tatman, Mornington Peninsula Leader February 

12, 2018 

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/feed-or-not-feed-0
https://www.britishbirdlovers.co.uk/bird-food/feeding-ducks?platform=hootsuite
https://www.britishbirdlovers.co.uk/bird-food/feeding-ducks?platform=hootsuite


Habitat for wildlife 

 6 Mornington Peninsula Birdlife 

Fox on Flinders beach 

Tim and I took a friend from Canberra to Flinders beach. 

While we were focused on photographing the Hooded 

Plovers, a rather unexpected fox made her way onto the 

beach near the cliffs between Mushroom Reef beach and No 

2 carpark beach. 

She bounded playfully onto the sand, eagerly chasing the 

Silver Gulls at the water’s edge. When these took flight she 

paused to look around and spotted me with a camera pointed 

at her. She immediately became cautious and slinked back to 

the cover of the cliff, stopping briefly to ascertain what 

danger I posed before darting back into the protection of the 

dune vegetation. 

Con Duyvestyn, Mornington 

 

Call for fox watchers 

The Western Port Biosphere organisation wants volunteer 

citizen scientists to help keep an eye on foxes. 

The biosphere has been given a government grant for a two-

year fox “monitoring and control” project in the northern 

coast area of Western Port.  

“Our aim is to abate the predation pressure by foxes on 

stock, small native fauna and ground dwelling shore birds,” 

executive officer Cecelia Witton said.  

“Photo-monitoring in the first year will assess the distribution 

and abundance of the red fox, which will determine the most 

effective areas to undertake control activities in the second 

year,” she said. 

Ms Whitton said volunteer citizen scientists would be trained 

to ensure the success of the program. “Landholders and 

community groups will be empowered to build pest 

monitoring and management into routine farm/land 

management,” she said. 

 “Volunteers from the broader community will be trained to 

assist landholders and to undertake fauna identification.” 

The training would include using and maintaining motion- 

sensing cameras (supplied by the biosphere). Up to four 

cameras may be positioned on a property depending on its 

size. A workshop would be held to teach volunteers how to 

download photos from the cameras, identify fauna and record 

them on the Atlas of Living Australia. 

Help would also be provided to a qualified fox control 

contractor in the second year. “The extent of involvement will 

be tailored to suit individuals,” Ms Whitton said.  

“In the long term, through coordination of biodiversity 

monitoring and fox control activities by citizen scientists, 

integrated with other stakeholder fox management, this 

project will contribute to a landscape scale map of all 

management activities, which will identify gaps in control, 

and determine the effectiveness of control techniques; 

predator/prey relationships and, the effectiveness of control 

activities on target species populations.” 

To join the Western Port Biosphere’s fox control project email 

admin@biosphere.org.au or call 5979 2167. 

Keith Platt, Southern Peninsula News 13 March 2018  

Fox chasing birds on Flinders beach. Photo by Con Duyvestyn 

Devilbend ambassadors at work.                                                     

Photo from Devilbend Foundation Inc Facebook  

 

Devilbend ambassadors 

What a awesome day I had with the Devilbend ambassadors 

from Tyabb Railway Primary School today. They popped out 

to the reserve to help give us a head start for this Sundays 

clean up Australia day. The ambassadors spent a good hour 

picking up rubbish in the park grounds and then finished 

their time off weeding Boneseed, Pine and Sallow Wattle. 

Thanks for the great effort. 

Devilbend Foundation Inc Facebook 

 

Dogs at Devilbend 

While manning the ship, so to speak, on Clean-up Australia 

Day I was staggered by the number of people with dogs at 

the Devilbend picnic ground. One lot even kept their labrador 

with them after reading the sign, another lot headed down 

towards the fishing platform track with their poodle, a boxer 

was running loose while a young couple had three on leads: 

two staffies and a poodle. And a woman with her free 

running staffy made their way to the catch drain track at the 

end of the causeway on Graydens Road. 

And most surprisingly, on the AGM day people were having a 

picnic lunch accompanied by their cat on a lead. 

Marnie Fitzsimons, Devilbend Foundation Newsletter, May 

2018 

 

mailto:admin@biosphere.org.au
https://issuu.com/westernportnews/docs/wpn_13th_march_2018/10
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EVERYBODY’S WELCOME 

Outings are held on the second Wednesday and third Sunday 

of the month, except in January, and are cancelled on total 

fire ban days. 

Newcomers, beginners and visitors are welcome and 

members will help you with the birds. Binoculars for casual 

use are available on every outing. Bring lunch (optional) and 

a folding chair for bird call and chat. 

To ensure the health the safety of everyone at outings, 

participants need to take responsibility for their personal 

safety. To assist with this, the Committee provides the 

following guidelines.     

 

1. Wear name tag (write emergency contact name and                                  

phone number on the reverse side)                                   

2. Wear suitable footwear i.e. closed shoes or boots                     

3. For areas where snakes are likely, wear gaiters                

4. Always carry items you may need e.g. water, snacks, 

personal first aid kit, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, your 

name and residential address and, if you have one, a mobile 

phone with battery charged                                              

5. Remain with the group at all times and advise leader or 

whip if you intend to leave before the walk ends. 

For more information about an outing contact Max Burrows 

on 0429 947 893 or the leader listed. 

Max Burrows, Outings Coordinator 

Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Leader Phone 

Wed 13 Jun 9.30 J.A.Babbington Park, Hastings Meet 9.30 at corner of Marine Parade and Thornhill Street opposite 

Hastings Football Ground. Mel 154 J8 

Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Sun 17 Jun 9.30 Pindara Estate Bushland Reserve, 

Langwarrin 

Meet 9.30 at reserve entrance. Enter off Frankston/Cranbourne 

Road into Pindara Boulevard (opposite Langwarrin hotel) and 

proceed to Crenada Close which runs off Pindara Boulevard. Turn 

left, entrance at head of court. Mel 103 G3 

Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Wed 11 July 10.00 Coolart Reserve and Homestead, 
Somers 

Meet 10.00 in carpark, enter off Lord Somers Road near Beach Hill 

Av. This outing will be held in the observatory and will include 

morning tea and presentation, then walk to hide. Mel 193 J9 

Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Sun 15 July 9.30 Devilbend Reserve (Bittern End) Meet 9:30 at entrance on Hodgins Road, opposite Bittern 
Reservoir car park Mel 152 F7. 

Neil Shelley 0438 557 178 

Wed 8 Aug 9.30 Langwarrin Flora & Fauna Reserve, 

Langwarrin 

Meet 9.30 at carpark off McClelland Drive south of North Road 

intersection. Mel 103 D10   

  

Sun 19 Aug 9.30 Little Boggy Creek Reserve, 

Langwarrin 

Meet 9.30 in Granite Drive off Quarry Road north off Cranbourne/ 

Frankston Road Street, parking at reserve entrance. Mel 136 B1 

Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Wed 12 Sept 9.00 Gordon Rolfe Reserve, Somerville Meet 9.00 at gate in Yaringa Road off Whitneys Road from either 

Bungower or Pikes Road. Mel 149 J8 

Keith Caldecott 0407 534 243 

Sun 16 Sept 9.00 Blind Bight Coastal Reserve, Blind 
Bight 

Meet 9.00 at carpark opposite Fishermans Drive in Blind Bight 

Road accessed from Baxter/Tooradin Road and then off Warneet 

Road. Mel 143 C10 

  

Wed 10 Oct 9.00 Tootgarook Wetland, Boneo Meet 9.00 at carpark equestrian centre, entrance off Boneo Road 

after Rosebud Country Club and before Browns Road (equestrian 
centre entrance). Mel 170 A9 

David Ap-

Thomas 

9787 6691    

0429 939 036 

Sun 21 Oct 9.00 What Bird is That, The Briars Mt 

Martha 

Details to be finalised. Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Wed 14 Nov 9.00 Private Property, Duells Road 
Rosebud 

Details of this outing will be given at a later date.  

 

David Ap-
Thomas 

9787 6691    
0429 939 036 

Sun 18 Nov 7.00 Western Treatment Plant, Werribee Meet 7.00 at the Baxter Tavern carpark enter off Baxter/Tooradin 

Road. We will proceed in convoy to the plant. Mel 107 B4                   

If you go independently we meet at the Paradise Road/Point Wilson 
Road corner. Bookings essential.    

John Barkla         

Max Burrows 

0417 382 966      

0429 947 893 

Sun 25 Nov 9.00 Christmas outing to Dunns Creek 

Estate, Red Hill 

Meet 9.00 at property gate 137 McIlroys Road. Bring a plate to 

share after the bird walk. Mel 191 D1 

Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Wed 12 Dec 9.00 Main Ridge Flora and Fauna 

Reserve, Main Ridge 

Meet 9.00 at gate to reserve on Mornington/ Flinders Road south of 

Shands Road intersection. Mel 255 D3   

  

 

FLINDERS BEACH/MUSHROOM 

REEF/KENNON COVE 

Roger Standen: Wednesday 14 February 

Species recorded:31 

Sooty Oystercatcher. Photo by Con Duyvestyn 
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With the wind at gale force the rain pelting down no 

discernible beach and Mushroom Reef almost entirely 

submerged sixteen loony members assembled in the car 

park. After a short discussion it was decided here was not the 

place to be and we adjourned to Kennon Cove. The idea was 

to suss out if this area was any more conducive to bird 

watching.  

Suddenly the sky turned blue the rain stopped the wind was 

shielded by the headland and happy birdos set off along the 

foreshore in search of some birdlife. A Spiny-cheeked 

Honeyeater made a great first sight sighting in an adjacent 

tree. On the old pier structure opposite the yacht club two 

Pied Cormorants and a Great Cormorant rested in front of 

our group giving good identification opportunities.  

A gathering of Short-tailed Shearwaters could be seen 

offshore at some distance and someone spied an Australasian 

Gannet. The bush birds were numerous in the mainly weedy 

area abutting the roadway; these included White-browed 

Scrubwren, Superb Fairy-wren, Little and Red Wattlebird, 

Grey Fantail, Spotted Pardalote and Grey Shrike-thrush. 

So after a rocky start all enjoyed the Kennon Cove area and 

it appears I was the loony for doubting we would even have 

an outing. 

Max Burrows, Langwarrin  

 

EDITHVALE WETLANDS 

Jacqui Sheppard: Sunday 18 February 

Species recorded:56  

A beautiful Sunday morning’s weather welcomed twenty 

people to the Edithvale Wetlands, meeting at the bird hide in 

Edithvale Road. 

Jacqui Sheppard, a volunteer with the Wetland group led us 

across the road to the northern side of the wetlands where 

the water is deeper and more permanent. Skirting the car 

park bush was a very quiet start to our spotting, but usually 

provides a few of the smaller bush birds. The early arrivals 

enjoyed seeing the Magpie Goose glide into the area behind 

the bird hide. 

We walked along the bicycle track admiring the recent 

plantings on the adjoining oval, spotting Galahs, Australian 

Magpies and Straw-necked Ibis all happily feeding in the 

open areas. Turning off the track over to the ‘dog pond’ 

rewarded us with about six Red-kneed Dotterels and two 

Black-fronted Dotterels which have been resident there for 

some time as the edges are muddy. 

A pair of Red-rumped Parrots perched happily on the fence 

line affording the photographers a great opportunity, as with 

the Black–shouldered Kite also on the fence further down. 

The kite had a successful dive arising with a mouse to feed 

upon. The ever present Willie Wagtail made sure we noticed 

it here. 

We then proceeded along the fence line trying to get a good 

view of the water. First views were of Pacific Black Duck and 

many Eurasian Coots, Australian Wood Ducks and grebes. 

Several times Latham’s Snipe flushed from the grass areas 

near the water’s edge, but you had to be lucky to be looking 

in the right place as they so quickly ducked down into the 

Pied Cormorant. 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater. 

White-browed Scrubwren. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

grass again out of sight. Proceeding past the water hole of 

the golf course many Wood Duck and Black Ducks were 

happily resting along the ridges.  

We marvelled at the brilliant colour, yet so well camouflaged, 

of a family of Eastern Rosellas feeding in some grass. With 

the sun shining on it the Golden-headed Cisticola stayed 

perched atop a reed head for more good photos and good 

looks. 

Around the corner, at the most northern end we had our 

most interesting sightings. With the aid of a telescope, one 

of our eagle-eyed group picked up on a Freckled Duck and 

female Blue-billed Duck, noting the pointed head peak. The 

amount of reeds can make seeing the ducks here a bit of a 
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challenge but luck was on our side and the Freckled Duck 

continued past the reeds to give us all a good look at it.  

Long-billed Corellas were perched in the distance and Little 

Corellas squawked as they flew overhead several times.  

Back along the bike track to the hide took us about 1 hour 20 

minutes so there was plenty of time to enjoy some birding 

from the recently refurbished bird hide. We were pleased to 

see that the Magpie Goose was still sitting in front of the hide 

waiting for us. 

A good total of fifty-six birds for the day. 

The bird hide is open every Saturday and Sunday 1 to 5 pm, 

or by special arrangement other times. 

Jacqui Sheppard, Patterson Lakes 

 

CRANBOURNE BOTANIC GARDENS 

Max Burrows: Wednesday 14 March 

Species recorded:52 

This is a terrific outing site and we almost had it to ourselves. 

Twenty-eight people met in the Stringybark picnic ground, 

including new member Ken, and Warren, a visitor from Yarra 

Valley branch who was impressed with the number of people 

attending. 

The stringybarks were in flower and the day was windless so 

we were able to hear all bird calls. Pardalotes, Spotted and 

Striated, called throughout the walk. They were our most 

prevalent bird, with Grey Fantail running a close second. The 

undergrowth with quite a bit of fairly dense Melaleuca 

provided good habitat for small bush birds including Eastern 

Yellow Robin, Brown and Striated Thornbill, Superb Fairy-

wren, White-browed Scrubwren, Grey Shrike-thrush. The 

Honeyeaters were New Holland, Yellow-faced, White-naped, 

Red and Little Wattlebirds, Noisy Miners, White-plumed. 

White-eared Honeyeaters whizzed in pairs and posed for 

good viewing. Con took a fabulous photo of a Willie Wagtail 

with a monarch butterfly in its beak. Eagle-eyed Keith 

spotted a Fan-tailed Cuckoo perching. After meandering 

along the well-made path, we came to a dam with Melaleucas 

on one side (with beautiful reflections), a vegetated island 

and narrow shoreline. Five or six Grebes, mostly Australasian 

with one Hoary-Headed, had fun diving and chasing, 

Chestnut Teal and Pacific Black Duck were there, together 

with Eurasian Coots, one White-faced Heron, one Dusky 

Moorhen, two Magpie-larks on the shore. Yellow-faced 

Honeyeaters flashed down, scooped up water and flew up to 

higher branches before doing it all again. A group of 

Silvereyes flew over.   

Back on the path we heard, then saw, a male Rufous Whistler 

and then, much closer, a lovely female. We could see quite 

clearly her fluffy chest with the dark striations. She called for 

us too. 

Max stopped suddenly as he had seen two sets of ears 

belonging to two Swamp Wallabies, looking at us and 

twitching their ears. They lost interest quite quickly and 

simply disappeared into the tall grass. 

On another pond were Purple Swamphen, Eurasian Coot, 

Welcome Swallow, Pacific Black Duck, one Common 

Black-shouldered Kite with a mouse. Photo by Diane Peters 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo. 

Striated Pardalote. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

 

Bronzewing on the shoreline, Dusky Moorhens poking about, 

Hardhead, Willie Wagtails and two Masked Lapwings. The 

path took us through very attractive open areas, with big 

eucalypts dotted about and thick golden-coloured grass. 

Back into the bushland were more very active White-eared 

Honeyeaters, and a Striated Pardalote very close overhead. 

Some other sightings along the way were Grey Butcherbird, 

Eastern Rosella, Australian Wood Duck, Pacific Gull, 

Australian White Ibis, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Golden Whistler, 

and Dusky Woodswallow. 

At bird call we counted fifty-two species. Quite a few of us 

stayed for lunch in the attractive picnic area (but no 

bandicoots appeared). 

Thanks to Max for leading this popular and worthwhile 

outing. 

Susan Clark, Mornington 
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OLD COTTON TREE ROAD 

Keith Caldecott: Sunday 18 March 

This outing was called off due to the day being a Total Fire 

Ban day. Unusual in late March. 

 

MORDIALLOC CREEK WATERWAYS 

Neil Shelley: Wednesday 11 April 

Species recorded:51 

Twenty-eight eager bird-watchers assembled at 9:30am 

under grey skies threatening rain. As we congregated prior to 

the introduction by Neil Shelley a female darter landed on a 

large tree stump in the wetland and displayed herself. She 

was perfectly silhouetted with her rapier-like beak and 

sinuous neck in stark contrast to the bulky stump against 

which she sat - an omen for a good walk. 

We were told the wetland is part of the Mordialloc Creek 

having been created by the developer of the Waterways 

Estate. It features boardwalks, bridges, meandering gravel 

paths and seats with picnic areas for visitors to enjoy the 

ambience and bird activity. Though the water level is a little 

low at present plenty of birdlife was observed both in 

numbers and species. 

We were shown aerial photos of the development in 2006 

and 2017 which showed that most of the sites were now built 

upon which fortunately does not seem to have impacted on 

the wildlife experience. We ambled along the water’s edge 

and it was sad to see that so many houses facing the 

wetlands had small windows or heavy plantings in their front 

gardens so the occupants were unable to avail themselves of 

the fabulous site. 

As the walk proceeded clothing was discarded as the 

temperature rose to a pleasant 23 degrees at the end of the 

morning. The highlights of the day were the darter who 

seemed to pop up periodically all morning, a Black-fronted 

Dotterel on the water’s edge and a bevy of Brown Quail at an 

intersection of two paths while overhead passed squadrons of 

pelicans in their unforgettable formations. 

Thanks to Neil for the fifty-one species sighted and a great 

walk through an area we pass frequently but never thought 

to visit. 

Hannah Stuart-Andrews, Red Hill 

 

BALBIROOROO WETLANDS 

David Ap-Thomas: Sunday 15 April 

Species recorded:36 

Well, it was a ducks and dotterels day at Balbirooroo 

Wetlands. However, only four stalwarts were there to brave 

the fresh westerly driving fine rain before it. Yes, it was 

David, Max, Geoff and myself. Not to be deterred by the  

Female Australasian Darter.  

Australian Pelicans. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

 

weather, we headed for the main attraction, the large dam 

over the fence from the reserve. On the way we came across 

a large group (around 10) Superb Fairy-wrens hopping along 

the path. The main pond in the reserve held only a pair of 

Australasian Grebe. But on reaching the viewing platform to 

look out of the private dam next door, we could see plenty of 

ducks but the fine rain made it difficult to pick them out. 

Definitely Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal and Chestnut Teal 

but were there Freckled Ducks out there as well? The profiles 

looked right but.... Anyway, attention was turned to the 

dotterels. It didn’t take long to spy Red-kneed Dotterel, 

Black-fronted Dotterel, Double-banded Plover, and Red-

capped Plover. Of course, Eurasian Coots and Dusky 

Moorhen were present. Numerous Welcome Swallows were 

hawking along the water’s edge. 

We decided to walk on around the loop and on to the 

ephemeral wetlands, but not much happening there. The wet 

conditions were keeping the bush birds out of sight, but we 

did have a flurry of activity at one spot, with Red-browed 

Finch, Grey Fantail, a Golden Whistler and Brown Thornbill 

moving through the trees on the edge of the open field. As 

we were returning to the cars, the rain was easing, so in true 

birdo spirit it was agreed that the main dam was worth 

another look. And we were rewarded. Definitely 25 Freckled 

Ducks, a pair of Australasian Shovelers and a couple of 

Hardheads came into focus in the binoculars. Well pleased, 

we returned to the cars, managed to carry out a bird call 

with thirty-six species ticked off on a soggy sheet. Not a bad 

morning’s birding despite the weather. Oh and sorry, no 

photos. It was challenging enough keeping the binocular 

lenses dry!  

Larry Wakefield, Mt Martha 
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BIRDING ON TRIPS FROM 

BLAIRGOWRIE TO BRIGHTON 

We leased a unit at Brighton east so that we could baby-sit 

our grand-daughters. From June 2015 to December 2017 we 

made 173 journeys between Blairgowrie and Brighton and 

kept a record of the species and number of birds seen. These 

numbers listed included birds seen at our residences on that 

day. We would also stop at two dams and the Rye foreshore 

beach as well as drive along Governor Road at Braeside Park. 

No distinction was made between Little and Australian 

Ravens. We were sometimes forced to “guesstimate” the 

number of birds in huge flocks of Starlings, Silver Gulls and 

Ibis. 

Personally I was surprised by the large number of Common 

Myna and Magpie-lark seen. Surprising also was there was no 

increase in the number of Noisy Miner encountered but we 

did record a large increase in the number of Little Corella and 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. Forty-nine percent of the time we 

saw at least one raptor. 

The total number of species seen was 89 and the total 

number of birds was 41,656. 

We have joined the Friends of the Hooded Plover group and 

on six days we extended our trip to the surf beach. One of 

the highlights was seeing the fluffy balls of Hooded Plover 

chicks. 

As our youngest grand-daughter has started school there will 

be no more trips to Brighton. 

There is insufficient room to list species seen less than 17 

times so a White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Hooded Plovers, Pied and 

Sooty Oystercatchers, Yellow and Royal Spoonbills, 

Australasian Darters, Cape Barren Geese, Wedge-tailed 

Eagles, Australian Hobbies (and lots more) missed out on the 

following catalogue. 

Peter Cockram, Blairgowrie 

 

Bird Trips No of birds 

Common Starling                                 173    8,304                                                               

Silver Gull   173  4,750                                                                

Australian Magpie 173 4,721                                                      

Raven   173 4,117                                                                     

Common Myna  173  2,095                                                              

Magpie-lark 173 1,943                                                               

Red Wattlebird  172 832 

Spotted Dove 171 954 

Eastern Rosella  171 460                                                           

Noisy Miner   169  734 

Grey Butcherbird 168 309 

Masked Lapwing 157 482    

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon)  155 1,914 

Welcome Swallow  146 527 

Straw-necked Ibis  144 2,507                                                 

Common Blackbird  144  176 

Rainbow Lorikeet  138   735   
 

Crimson Rosella. Photo by Con Duyvestyn 

 

Bird Trips No of birds 

House Sparrow  138 339    

Galah  118  557 

Little Wattlebird 107  172   

Australian White Ibis 103 416 

Pacific Black Duck 100 303   

Crimson Rosella  90  171                                                           

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  89  473 

White-faced Heron  80  103   

Australian Wood Duck 72  948                                                         

Little Pied Cormorant  65  97   

Crested Pigeon  58  183 

Australian Pelican 58  123 

Little Black Cormorant 49  106 

Australasian Grebe 45  65                                                

Black-shouldered Kite  42 43                                                             

Pacific Gull  41   61   

Australasian Gannet  38 173 

Little Corella   37  421                                                             

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike   36 36 

Dusky Moorhen 32  139                                                                       

Black Swan  30 45                                                                     

Chestnut Teal  29 139   

Brown Thornbill 26 54   

Tawny Frogmouth  26  51   

White-plumed Honeyeater  22 25 

Swamp Harrier  20 22 

Willie Wagtail  20 20                                                                          

Purple Swamphen 20 20 

Cattle Egret   19 172   

Grey Teal   18  59   

Intermediate Egret  18 18 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater   17 20 

Pied Currawong  17 19 

Laughing Kookaburra 17   21 
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RESTLESS FLYCATCHER AT ETP 

25 February 2018: Seventy bird species were logged of 

which forty were wetland dependant, (ten were shorebirds), 

seven were raptors and twenty-three were non-wetland 

dependant.  

Among the highlights were 36 Freckled Duck and 13 Great 

Crested Grebes. Shorebirds have been on the move with 

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers now numbering 660, down from 

2,500 earlier in the month, Red-necked Stints, 1,000 up from 

50, and Curlew Sandpipers, 80 (up from 6). The Common 

Sandpiper is still here. A Wedge-tailed Eagle was flushed off 

the ground and the adult Black Kite was seen again. A 

Peregrine Falcon was seen in the morning and two large 

falcons that appeared wholly dark but seen and 

photographed only in silhouette were observed duelling in 

the afternoon, raising questions as to whether one or both 

were Black Falcons. 

25 March 2018: In spite of inclement weather, seventy-nine 

bird species (a high count), were logged of which forty-one 

were wetland dependant, (ten were shorebirds), eight were 

raptors and thirty were non-wetland dependant. 

The most unusual observations today were of two common 

species rarely seen inland especially at the ETP. These were 

an adult Pacific Gull and a Crested Tern. Among other 

highlights were a Musk Lorikeet, the first Spiny-cheeked 

Honeyeater of the season and an influx of Dusky Moorhen, 

none seen last month but ten today.  

Raptors included a Wedge-tailed Eagle, Peregrine Falcon and 

two Black Kites. Whereas shorebird numbers were down, 

interesting sightings included nine Double-banded Plovers, a 

Common Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, 310 Red-necked 

Stints and a flock of nine possible Latham’s Snipe flew 

around but then away without landing. As this would be a 

late date and only two observers saw them they were not 

confirmed.   

22 April 2018: Eighty-three bird species (a high count), were 

logged of which forty-three were wetland dependant, (nine 

were shorebirds), six were raptors and thirty-four were non-

wetland dependant. 

Brilliant autumn weather (windless, cloudless and warm), 

and a wide range of wetland habitats made this a special day 

at the Plant. Consequently there was an exceptional number 

of highlights! These include a Restless Flycatcher, first-ever 

recorded at the Plant and rare anywhere south and east of 

Melbourne. Blue-winged Parrots used to be regular in autumn 

and winter but have been scarce in recent years but today 

we saw eleven. Another bird with a similar history is the 

Australian Spotted Crake; today there were three on the 

WEHB. We had two Australasian Bitterns, a rare and 

endangered species and two Freckled Ducks regarded as 

vulnerable in Victoria. At only six species, raptor diversity 

was low but did include one Little Eagle. Whistling Kites were 

abundant; not less than 30 were counted. Most palearctic 

shorebirds have departed but an obligingly tame Pectoral 

Sandpiper remained. Although previously we’ve had 

unconfirmed reports of Crimson Rosellas, today we had our 

first definite record. Other highlights were an abundance of 

Musk Lorikeets (55), three Grey Shrike-thrush and a very 

early brood of Black Swans. 

Mike Carter, Mornington  

Great Crested Grebe on the SEHB, one of 13 at the ETP.                               

Curlew Sandpiper with Red-necked Stints on the bank of the SEHB              

at the ETP. Photos by Andrew McCutcheon    

Restless Flycatcher.  

Pectoral Sandpiper. Photos by David Stabb 
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FLAME ROBINS AT BANYAN 

11 February 2018: ‘The Paddock’ adjacent to the Banyan 

Waterhole was counted. The Waterhole itself is now dry so 

we didn’t count there. 

Twenty species were recorded of which eleven are wetland-

dependent or raptors. No highlights. 

11 March 2018: There has been no rain for 39 days therefore 

water in the paddock must be run-off from watering of the 

adjacent turf farm. As there are fewer birds there now than 

in the past, notably shorebirds such as Stilts, it is worrying 

that the turf farm run-off may be carrying fertilizer or/and 

insecticides that are having a deleterious effect on the water 

quality. 

Twenty-seven species were recorded of which thirteen are 

wetland-dependent or raptors. A highlight was a Common 

Bronzewing. 

8 April 2018: Forty-one species were recorded of which 

seventeen are wetland-dependent or raptors. The highlight 

was the return of Flame Robins to their wintering grounds. 

 

MISTLETOEBIRD AT BOGGY CREEK 

11 February 2018: Twenty-one bird species (eleven of which 

are wetland dependant or raptors) were logged here today. 

Variety continues to be at a low level probably because it is 

too overgrown. The highlight was a passing Mistletoebird.   

11 March 2018: Twenty-one bird species (sixteen of which 

are wetland dependant or raptors) were logged here today. 

8 April 2018: Eighteen bird species (thirteen of which are 

wetland dependant) were logged here today. 

 

CATTLE EGRETS AT SERPENTINE 

11 February 2018: Nineteen species of birds were logged of 

which ten are wetland dependant or raptors. Many broods of 

ducks, most notably Pacific Black Duck and Chestnut Teal, 

have hatched at this site throughout the summer: today we 

had four of the former, two of the latter and one of 

Hardhead. No shorebird habitat so none here. 

 

  
Cattle Egrets have returned from their breeding grounds in NSW or 

Queensland to spend the winter in Victoria. The bird on the right has 

captured a skink. Photos by Mike Carter  

Yellow-billed Spoonbill, one of two at the ETP.                                         

Photo by Andrew McCutcheon 

Dusky Woodswallows; adult feeding juvenile in the woodlot by the 

ornamental pond at ETP. Photo by Alison Kuiter 

Flame Robins like this adult male have returned for the winter.                      

Photo by Mike Carter 

 

11 March 2018: No muddy shorelines. No inflow. Twenty 

species of birds were logged of which eleven are wetland 

dependant or raptors. 

8 April 2018: Thirty-three species of birds were logged of 

which sixteen are wetland dependant or raptors. Cattle 

Egrets have returned from their breeding grounds to live in 

Victoria in the cooler months. Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes 

were on the move in the other direction heading north to 

warmer climes for the winter. 

Mike Carter, Mornington 
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A COUPLE OF NICE BIRDS 

An engagement at the Port Fairy Jazz Festival enabled me to 

indulge my three passions, music, photography and bird 

watching. With the festival over, I had some time to look for 

birds to photograph. The landlord at my accommodation 

suggested I check out the Eumeralla River where I should get 

some good shots of Swamp Harriers but watch out for the 

snakes. Following his directions, I drove about 20km out of 

Port Fairy along the Princes Highway toward Portland to just 

past Henshaws Road, where I turned left down an unnamed 

road that I later found out provides workers access to the 

Yambuk wind farm. Less than a km along this track I came to 

the river and a bridge with a locked gate with access only by 

appointment. Happily there was room to park my car. 

Both sides of the road were fenced grazing land and the river 

was bordered by dense reed beds and I suspect a carpet of 

snakes ready to strike. With no visible track for exploring, I 

stayed by the gate across the bridge and watched a parade 

of water birds fly up river and a flock of unknown parrots 

(possibly OBPs) going down river. Pacific Black Ducks, 

Australian Shelduck, White-faced Heron, Little Pied 

Cormorant and a couple of other ducks that I couldn’t 

identify because I had forgotten my binoculars and was too 

slow with the camera and a lone Swamp Harrier. Keeping me 

company by the gate were a couple of Willie Wagtails, a lone 

Silvereye and a pair of Singing Honeyeaters. Some 

movement in the reeds and I scored some pics of an 

Australian Reed-Warbler, things were looking up.  

Something very small was disturbing the leaves of the sparse 

low scrubs near my car so I tip-toed over and followed the 

movement as best I could through the camera and waited 

patiently for the culprit to reveal itself. I was expecting a 

wren or thornbill but what popped out was a bird I had been 

hoping to see ever since I was a young lad collecting bird’s 

eggs, back when you could still find parties of babblers living 

along Wellington Road about where Clayton is today. Not 

only had I seen my first Southern Emu-wren, it was a male 

and I had pictures to prove it.   

I think there must have been several pairs foraging in the 

area as I watched captivated over the next twenty minutes, 

not daring to move closer in case I spooked them. I could 

never be sure if I was following the same bird as it flitted in 

and out of the foliage, although I don’t remember seeing 

more than two birds at any one time. The males seemed 

more secretive than the females. One girl was very obliging 

as she posed in full view at the top of a small shrubby 

eucalypt for a full twenty seconds.  

All of a sudden it was over. Three 4WDs full of workmen 

came thundering down the track. The birds disappeared and 

it was time for me to go. My visit had lasted barely an hour, 

but what a memorable hour it was. 

My wife and I left Port Fairy the next morning for the long 

drive home to Langwarrin but I couldn’t resist a quick detour 

back to the river for one more look. The Emu-wrens were 

nowhere to be seen but a party of Striated Fieldwrens were 

taking their turn in this tiny piece of birding paradise and 

were quite happy to be photographed. This visit only lasted 

15 minutes before once again the wind farm workers arrived 

and we were on our way home.   

Denis Ball, Langwarrin  

Eumeralla River and wind farm. 

Female Southern Emu-wren. 

  
Male Southern Emu-wren. 

Striated Fieldwren. Photos by Denis Ball 
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FINCH DRINKING STRATEGIES 

Two finches showed distinctly different strategies when 

observed drinking at a small water-body in Rinyirru 

(Lakefield) National Park (CYPAL), north-west of Cooktown in 

north Queensland. 

I was in Lakefield to find the Star Finch as when I was a 

youth I had kept and bred these in aviaries at home and now 

wanted to see them in their natural habitat. Their range has 

decreased considerably over the years due to both trapping 

and habitat change. 

More common than the Star Finch was the Black-throated 

Finch that would come to the water’s edge where it was clear 

of vegetation so that they could hop directly to the water and 

drink from standing on the muddy edge. 

The Stars however, would fly into the reeds and perch on the 

stems above the water, then climb down the stem to drink 

while holding onto the stem. They rarely drank from the bank 

as the Black-throats did. 

Like happens with many species, many birds from each 

species would come to drink together and then there would 

be none around for a while and another species might come 

in for their turn. 

I had initially staked out a waterhole at various times during 

the day but had failed to turn up any Star Finches, but both 

Black-throated and Double-bar Finches were seen several 

times on each of the days I went to that waterhole.  

Fortunately, after a couple of days of not finding the Stars, I 

found another of the waterholes, which turned out to be their 

favoured drinking hole. It was a great feeling to find them in 

the wild and by the look of the size of the flocks coming in 

and out of the reeds at the other end of the waterhole, they 

were there in good numbers. In what seems to be normal 

practice, there were many more juvenile birds than adults in 

the August I was there. The young birds’ ages were from 

newly fledged birds that were still begging to their parents 

through to colouring sub-adults. Maybe the only adults in the 

flock are those with dependent young? Maybe the adults 

leave a few ‘minders’ that watch over the flocks of young 

birds. I don’t know but was informed by a guide I met later 

that what I saw was common. 

I had to leave Lakefield soon after locating the Stars to go 

further north but on my return trip I came back to Lakefield 

to try for some photos. Fortunately, I was able to see some 

closer-up than when I saw them the first time and managed 

to get a few snaps to remember the occasion. 

Roger Standen, Mt Eliza 

Beautiful smooth plumage on an adult Black-throated Finch.  

Finch habitat in cattle country of Lakefield National Park. 

Young Star Finches arriving for a drink. 

A family of Star Finches. 

Black-throated Finches approaching from the open water’s edge.                  

Photos by Roger Standen 
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INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 

These reports, some from Birdline Victoria, are not authenticated records. Researchers are advised to check with the 

observers before citing.  

Please report your sightings, for example arrival and departure dates of migrants, to Val Ford: 5981 1445 or 

fordandreid@gmail.com 

 

Date Species  Location Comments Observer 

6.2.18 Spotless Crake (2)                   

Buff-banded Rail (2)            

Latham’s Snipe                         

Freckled Duck (5) 

Coolart Low water levels on the lagoon are creating some good 

feeding habitat for the crakes, rails and snipe. Also Pink-eared 

Duck, Blue-billed Duck and a variety of other ducks and 

waterfowl present.  

Brian Thomas 

8.2.18 Pallid Cuckoo (1) Langwarrin F & F Reserve Being fed by a Dusky Woodswallow. Neil Graham 

9.2.18 Eastern Koel McCrae On a McCrae property Per Celia Browne 

9.2.18 Little Corella (500+) Hastings Foreshore Reserve Around the foreshore over recent days. S & S King 

13.2.18 Eastern Osprey (1) Hastings Foreshore Reserve Flying over wetlands behind motel. S & S King 

13.2.18 Red-necked Avocet (1) Devilbend Reservoir KBA This is the first sighting I am aware of. Roger Richard 

14.2.18 Red-browed Finch (13) Cape Schanck At 123 Cape Schanck Road. Stuart Cousland 

15.2.18 Peregrine Falcon (1) Cape Schanck At 123 Cape Schanck Road. Not seen here for quite a while. Stuart Cousland 

15.2.18 Royal Spoonbill (1) Mornington  At Civic Reserve, Dunns Road. Roger Skipsey 

20.2.18 Freckled Duck (4) Coolart  On lagoon; seen from Minsmere Hide. Susan Clark 

21.2.18 Common Sandpiper (1) Hastings Bight On mudflat adjacent to Pelican Centre. Max Burrows 

21.2.18 Olive Backed Oriole (1)  Tyabb At Gordon Rolfe Reserve. Keith Caldecott 

22.2.18 White-throated Needletail (30) Cape Schanck At private property; flew briefly overhead. Cath Cousland 

26.2.18 Double-banded Plover (6) Rye back beach Near Gunida track entrance. Lois Greene 

5.3.18 Australian Magpie (1, f) Mornington Female Black-backed Magpie with White-backed male. Roger Skipsey 

8.3.18 Lewin's Rail (1) Hastings Foreshore Reserve  In wetlands at southern end of boardwalk under small bridge.  S & S King 

11.3.18 Buff-banded Rail (1) Village Glen, Capel Sound In my backyard. Ian Miles 

11.3.18 Lewin’s Rail (2) Tankerton, French Island  In exposed mud amidst mangroves along Tankerton Creek. Harry Saddler   

12.3.18 Common Sandpiper (1) Hastings At jetty and boat ramp. Feeding on mudflats; very flighty. Snez Plunkett 

12.3.18 Freckled Duck (15)       

Australian Shoveler (1, f)     
Black-fronted Dotterel (5) 

Coolart lagoon The water level was very low. Cath Cousland 

14.3.18 Spotless Crake (2) Capel Sound Feeding on mud edges of Chinamans Creek. Val Ford 

15.3.18 Black Falcon (2) Tyabb At Gordon Rolfe Reserve. Keith Caldecott 

18.3.18 White-throated Needletail (6) Capel Sound Flying over Village Glen golf course lake. Ian Miles 

23.3.18 Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (15) Capel Sound Flying around the Village Glen. Ian Miles 

1.4.18 Freckled Duck (~ 100) Bittern Reservoir Devilbend Natural Features Reserve. Keith Caldecott 

9.4.18 White-bellied Sea Eagle (1) Frankston Bowling Club  Immature; flew in from the west escorted by Little Ravens. James Peake 

10.4.18 Buff-banded Rail (1)                    

Lewin’s Rail (1)                   

Spotless Crake (2)              
Golden-headed Cisticola (2) 

Jack Babington Reserve 
Hastings 

 Max Burrows 

13.4.18 Song Thrush (1) Bittern Reservoir, Devilbend Seen from walking track. Pam Hearn 

18.4.18 Spotted Harrier (1) Tootgarook Wetland Seen on quarterly survey of property. David Ap-Thomas 

21.4.18 Eastern Ground Parrot (1) Chinamans Creek, Rosebud 

Foreshore 

Found next to toilet block near Chinamans Creek. Bird not in a 

good way, was fitting and passed before I could get it to a vet 
unfortunately.                       

Name provided but 

suppressed by 
Birdline 

23.4.18 Dusky Woodswallow (20+) Mt Eliza Flew over our house. David Ap-Thomas 

23.4.18 Flame Robin (1,m) Martha Cove Crossed the road in front of my car. Pam Hearn 

24.4.18  

25.4.18 

Freckled Duck (120)       

Freckled Duck (80) 

Bittern Reservoir      

Devilbend Reservoir 

First time we have had Freckled Ducks during the monthly 

count days at Devilbend. 

Roger Richards 

27.4.18 Scarlet Robin (2m, 2f) Cape Schanck Seen from my window. Hearing them for the last five days. Stuart Cousland 

6.5.18 Bassian Thrush (1) Sorrento In the understorey at home. First sighting for ten years.  Jane Burke 

mailto:fordandreid@gmail.com
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Black-backed Magpie in Mornington 

In August 2016 whilst having coffee at Flock Café in Dava 

Drive, Mornington my wife and I observed a pair of 

Australian Magpies. Nothing strange about that but 

something looked different. One of them appeared to be 

black backed and I’ve never seen Black-backed Magpies this 

far south in Victoria. I reported the sighting to Val Ford but 

without any photo I had no evidence to support my sighting 

and make the observation noteworthy.  

Sue and I were again having coffee outside at the same café 

on 5 March this year and the pair of magpies appeared again. 

I assumed they were the same pair. This time I was able to 

get my phone out quick enough but I didn’t have to hurry as 

they were a lot tamer and easier to approach than 18 months 

ago. We’ll keep an eye out for any offspring next spring 

Roger Skipsey, Mornington 

I’ve lived on the Peninsula since 1964, (Frankston, Mt Eliza 

and now Mornington) and have seen ‘pure’ Black-backed 

Magpies possibly 4 or 5 times over that period but have not 

kept a record. Have seen a fair few hybrid Black-

backed/White-backed Magpies over that period. I haven’t 

seen this bird which is about as pure an adult female as they 

can get I would imagine so an interesting bird. 

Mike Carter, Mornington 

 

Buff-banded Rail in Village Glen 

On Sunday 11 March, I looked out the window and saw a 

Buff-banded Rail feeding on our back lawn. As I tried to take 

a photo through the window, it scuttled into the garden. The 

bird stayed around for about half an hour, venturing in and 

out of the garden beds.  

I learnt later in the day that probably the same bird appeared 

at the villa over the road, where Jeanette took some 

excellent photos. Since then other residents have reported a 

Buff-banded Rail, in this and previous years. Is there just the 

one bird visiting the gardens? 

Ian Miles, Capel Sound 

 

Tootgarook Wetlands Survey 

Wednesday 18 April 2018 was a perfect day, warm, sunny 

and still, as we gathered at Boneo Park for our latest survey 

of the swamp. Pam, Susan, Keith and I were joined by 

neighbours John and Jenny Dewhurst. 

Straight away we were excited; the Flame Robins were back 

from their summer in Tasmania. Four females/juveniles 

(brown birds) played around the horse yards and further on 

we had a pair near the lake. As we watched the male, 

resplendent in his orange waistcoat, a Nankeen Kestrel 

swooped down and came within millimetres of getting lunch. 

The robin’s reaction time was just good enough and he flew 

to safety in a bush where he was joined by the female. 

Golden-headed Cisticolas were everywhere, climbing to the 

top of the Gahnia and squeaking their look-at-me calls. Their 

non-breeding plumage didn’t have the golden heads that 

they get in the spring but are still delightful to see and hear.  

No ducks on the lake but five swans sailed majestically 

along, two pairs posturing and making very sociable noises to 

each other as if this was the start of spring. Maybe they  

Female Black-backed Magpie. Photo by Roger Skipsey 

Buff-banded Rail. Photo by Jeanette Marshall 

 

know something we don’t know. A Great Egret flew in and 

quickly disappeared out of view behind the island. Little Pied 

Cormorants, Eurasian Coot, Australasian Grebe and a Dusky 

Moorhen completed the waterbird count. As we proceeded 

the Willie Wagtails made sure we saw them and at least 

three Black-shouldered Kites hovered over the grasslands. 

Both White and Straw-necked Ibis flew over but in much 

smaller numbers than usual.  

Then a bird-of-prey was seen flying across with two Little 

Ravens giving it a hard time; our first sighting on these 

surveys of a Spotted Harrier, a fairly rare bird on the 

Mornington Peninsula. No chance to stop for a bite, the 

harrier just kept moving trying to fend off the attackers. The 

usual Swamp Harriers were seen in the distance. We crossed 

over Chinaman’s Creek and as we searched for elusive birds, 

three Whistling Kites were seen to the south. Later, a Brown 

Goshawk, Collared Sparrowhawk and Wedge-tailed Eagle 

completed a very good day for birds-of-prey. The Moonah 

Woodland was strangely quiet but we did hear the call of a 

Golden Whistler. Grey Fantails were more heard than seen. 

Superb Fairy-wrens were in the bushes along the edge of the 

track and a little group of European Goldfinches flew over. As 

we returned to Chinaman’s Creek we saw Red Wattlebirds 

and heard Crescent Honeyeaters in the tea-tree. 

A total of 44 bird species for the day. A great day and good 

company.  

David Ap-Thomas, Mt Eliza 
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Coolart snippets 

King Parrots are becoming a more frequent sight at Coolart 

and I’ve seen them searching the elm hollows for a suitable 

nesting place. A male bird came to drink at the bird bath and 

the bright red of his chest and belly was breathtaking. It 

looked as if someone had painted him with a glow stick, so 

bright it looked as if it would glow in the dark.  

The azolla which blanketed the lagoon a few weeks ago has 

all disappeared and has been replaced by a carpet of duck 

weed. A much thinner surface covering than the azolla, the 

ducks swim through it easily and leave behind them green 

cappuccino swirls in the weed. The falling water levels expose 

muddy edges which attract a suite of birds that birdwatchers 

get very excited about – crakes, rails and snipe.  

The Latham’s Snipe is a migratory species, breeds in Japan 

and flies south to Australia to escape Japan’s cold winter. Its 

plumage is an intricate pattern of brown, fawn, black, white 

and cream making for perfect camouflage when it is sitting 

still amongst the vegetation and strikingly beautiful when it 

comes into full view. On the lagoon visitors have been lucky 

enough to get an appreciation of this unusual bird as it 

probes with its long beak, for worms in the soft mud. The 

Spotless Crake, a small black bird with contrasting red legs 

and a red ring around its eyes, lives on its nerves making 

forays out onto the mud to feed but makes a madcap rush 

for cover if there is any hint of danger.  

Buff-banded Rails can be quite trusting in the presence of 

people and I remember several years ago when a family of 

six made the visitor centre pond home for several days. You 

could pull up a chair and watch the parents and chicks poking 

about for grubs almost at your feet. The Lewin’s Rail falls 

somewhere between the two in habit but leans heavily 

towards the secrecy of the crake, though I have stood quietly 

by and watched them from close quarters too.  

As the weather heats up the bird baths outside our office 

windows are a favourite watering hole for many birds and an 

almost constant stream of small birds – and some not quite 

so small – pass through: thornbills, blue wrens, scrub-wrens, 

all sorts of honeyeaters, pardalotes, finches, parrots, fantails, 

pigeons, magpies and ravens and more.  

One hot day Ed and I were watching the comings and goings 

when suddenly, the numbers of birds increased but they 

weren’t interested in bathing anymore; they leapt about the 

branches and chittered and scolded and their attention 

wasn’t on the water either but something hidden behind the 

stump upon which the bird bath rested. We watched for a 

few moments and the commotion continued and then, very 

slowly a head emerged from behind the stump. It was a 

Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard. 

On 14 April a storm struck Coolart. For fifteen minutes the 

weather went crazy with wind, rain and hail. A river of water, 

mud and gravel converged on the observatory and went in 

the front door and exited via the emergency door. The visitor 

centre mud walls were breached in places and water entered 

the visitor centre through the walls and through the sky 

lights. Gravel tracks were washed out and general mayhem 

ensued. We are at present busy making temporary repairs 

and getting quotes for the various remedial works which will 

need to happen. 

Brian Thomas, Ranger; extracts from Brian’s reports in 

Friends of Coolart Summer and Autumn 2018  Newsletters  

Latham’s Snipe feeding in front of  lagoon bird hide.                          

Photo  by Yvonne Incigneri 

 

Why you’ll never see an American bird 

species in a movie 

I saw this article by Shaunacy Ferro, Washington Post, 

February 14 2016, on the Mental Floss website and thought 

you might be interested. 

Avid bird-watchers looking for accuracy in Hollywood movies 

are bound to be disappointed. The birds we see on screen in 

films set in the U.S. are bound to be exotic species, rather 

than natives. It’s not just laziness—it’s the law. Since 1918, 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act has prohibited people from 

possessing migratory birds for any commercial purpose, as 

The Washington Post points out today. Buying or selling a 

domestic bird is a felony—putting a damper on the use of 

birds in movies. 

Writer Nicholas Lund expounds: American bird species are 

almost never seen in American film or TV. Those vultures 

seen in the 2013 film ‘The Lone Ranger,’ set in Texas? 

They’re an African species. The doves in ‘Dances With 

Wolves?’ Ringed turtle-doves, also not found in the wild 

outside of Africa. The CGI’d raven in this year’s Oscars 

nominee for best picture, The Revenant? I don’t know what 

that was, but it sure wasn’t something native to this country. 

Instead of using a familiar American bird like a blue jay or a 

blackbird, filmmakers have to make do with a similar-looking 

bird that isn’t native to the States, sourcing avian actors 

from exotic bird breeders. 

While this may feel restrictive to a director’s vision, the law 

has been instrumental in protecting American bird species. It 

was one of the very first American laws on the books that 

sought to protect a specific type of wildlife from exploitation. 

It now protects more than 1000 species of birds. According 

to Audubon magazine, “the MBTA has saved millions, if not 

billions, of birds from depredatory human activities.” And 

thus, an American bird will never have the chance to become 

a movie star. 

Cheryl Barrow, Blairgowrie 

 
 

New website 

Friends of Coolart: https://www.coolart.org.au/ 

 

https://www.coolart.org.au/
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Devilbend Natural Features Reserve 

Red-necked Avocet  

This is the first time I have become aware of a Red-necked 

Avocet visiting Devilbend Reservoir KBA. At least I have not 

seen one or recorded one since our monthly bird counts 

started in May 2004. 

Liz Sarrailhe was with me on Tuesday 13 Feb 2018. The bird 

was possibly 500 metre away on the east side of the water 

north of Hodgins Road. We were on the west side. I have a 

little Canon SX50HS point and shoot so this is the best I 

could do. 

Hundreds of Freckled Ducks at Devilbend and Bittern 

Reservoirs 

Australia’s rarest waterfowl, the Freckled Duck, breeds in 

swamps in inland Australia. When these wetlands dry out in 

the summer months, the Freckled Ducks are forced to 

disperse towards coastal and subcoastal wetlands, usually 

swamps where there is much fallen timber that they can loaf 

amongst. Sometimes, if there is a drought, there may be few 

of these wetlands available for them, so they may 

congregate into flocks on whatever wetlands are available, 

sometimes giving the impression that they are more common 

than they really are. 

The Freckled Duck is a dark greyish-brown duck with a large 

head that is peaked at the rear, and a distinctive narrow and 

slightly upturned bill. The dark brown plumage is evenly 

freckled all over with white or buff. During the breeding 

season the male's bill becomes crimson at the base. 

Although this species is recorded frequently on the 

Mornington Peninsula in smaller numbers, this is the first 

time they have been observed at Devilbend and Bittern 

Reservoirs during the monthly bird counts. 

Roger Richards, Devilbend Foundation Facebook Page 

 

Bass Coast Hooded Plovers 

I was just looking at the March issue of Mornington Peninsula 

Birdlife and saw I got a mention, with the Hooded Plover 

banded white left 'CU' photographed at Flinders. CU was from 

a nest I had found and monitored (one of 60 found last 

season).  

The parents of CU have at this moment got three chicks 

running around, although it's early days if they go the 

distance or not. They are at Wreck Beach, but CU came from 

another site where this pair often breed, about 500m further 

east. 

It's also interesting that the resident flagged bird from 

Flinders (UJ) is also from a site at Harmers Haven (Waterfall 

Creek). It was banded on 5 April 2013 by Steve Johnson as 

about a 28 day old chick. 

I found a nest of UJ's at Flinders several years back, and 

Mark Lethlean told me it was the first time Hooded Plovers 

had been reported breeding there for about 20 years. 

I am addicted to those little birds so spend a lot of time on 

the Bass Coast. If only I could convince my wife to move 

down there! 

Steve Blume, Langwarrin  

Red-necked Avocet on the right.  

 
Freckled Ducks. Photos by Roger Richards 

 

Peregrine Falcons 

The observations of Peregrine Falcons on the back page of 

the March 2018 newsletter reminded me of seeing Peregrine 

Falcons at South Stack lighthouse on Anglesey, North Wales 

a few years ago.  

The nest could be clearly seen from the steps leading down 

to the lighthouse and there was one white fluffy young. The 

female was at the nest but flew to accept prey from the male 

and back to the nest where she proceeded to tear strips of 

meat off the prey (I could not see what it was) and stuff it 

into the young one. Until it was all gone, leaving a round fat 

white ball. The young did not move it was so full and had it 

tried to move I am sure it would have rolled off the cliff. The 

female joined the male on a tree further up the cliff for a 

well-earned nap. 

David Ap-Thomas, Mt Eliza 

 
 

BirdLife Melbourne Weekdays Outing 17 July 

The Briars Park, Mount Martha. 10:00am to 3:00pm. 

Leaders: Susan Clark/Pam Hearn. Park near the 

Information Centre. All welcome, no need to book. 

Contact Diane, 9836 8692 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au  

 

mailto:melbourne@birdlife.org.au
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Long-toed Stint at Braeside Park Wetlands 

On Wednesday 28/2, the monthly survey at Seaford 

Wetlands, recorded one Long-toed Stint with the Sharp-tailed 

Sandpipers, Curlew Sandpipers, Red-necked Stints and good 

numbers of Red-kneed Dotterels. The observers, who 

conduct the survey, submitted a report to Birdline Victoria. 

Over the following days, till the area dried out, by Monday 

5/3 or Tuesday 6/3, many observers tried their luck in the 

sticky mud. Some on Friday 2/3 found not one but two, and 

till at least Sunday 4/3, some saw two, some one and others 

missed out. The birds were sometimes very difficult to locate 

in the reeds and stubble. 

The shorebirds then moved to Edithvale South, and the 

monthly survey on Friday 16/3 located both Long-toed 

Stints. There were about 500 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 

remaining days before, from the peak number in the area 

this season of 2600. Numbers of Curlew Sandpipers and Red-

necked Stints and resident Red-kneed Dotterels seemed 

similar to Seaford. Also 3 Pectoral Sandpipers were counted, 

and these were fewer than usual locally this year. Edithvale 

South dried around 20 or 21/3; the majority of birds then left 

the locality. 

Since most local sites were now dry, although later than 

usual, I decided to check and see how low water levels had 

become at Braeside Park wetlands. The area closest to the 

Governor Road carpark, referred to as area A in the survey, 

is the overflow area and sometimes does not get wet for 

years. The main wetland, areas B & C, become deeper 

further along, and area D is the part after the "The Narrows” 

where the bird hide is located. Sometimes the rear of area D 

has a Wood Sandpiper or two, but was dry. 

On arrival Thursday 29/3, I found area B to be looking 

promising, and the first migrant I found was a Pectoral 

Sandpiper. There were only around 20 Sharp-tailed 

Sandpipers and one Long-toed Stint was with them. The 

number of Red-kneed Dotterels was very similar to Edithvale 

and Seaford, and there were many Black-fronted Dotterels. I 

searched everywhere that looked a suitable depth, but could 

not find a second Long-toed Stint. On returning to the best 

part, the Pectoral Sandpiper had disappeared. It was 

probably behind the reed bed nearby, as there was a shallow 

area, but it was not visible. 

The next morning I notified the couple who now conduct the 

wetland survey there. I then submitted a report to Birdline 

Victoria, but decided not to include the Pectoral Sandpiper in 

case it had left. A few years earlier, when water levels were 

that low, there was a Pectoral Sandpiper with the expected 

species, and one Ruff too. But the Ruff, although seen by 

some, did elude many. Probably having longer legs enabled it 

Long-toed Stint, on left, and a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper                            

developing breeding plumage.                               

Long-toed Stint feeding with Black-fronted Dotterel and Grey Teal.   

Photos by David Stabb 

 

to feed further in behind the island. I thought if birders went 

looking for the Stint and the Pectoral was there, it should be 

evident. As it turned out, it did stay, and there was on 

occasion another smaller one, with noticeably different 

plumage. 

So although the wetland there has only been suitable for 

good numbers of migrants, three times in the last 15 years 

or so, it has again drawn unusual visitors. Also providing 

much needed habitat, just before Northward Migration. 

David Stabb, Frankston 

 

 


