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CONVENOR’S REPORT 

We have been forced to cancel “What Bird is That” for this 

year due to being unable to secure a suitable venue. This 

date, 21 October, will revert to a normal outing and we will 

advise via e-news of the location. 

It is with regret we heard of the death of Steve Yorke. Steve 

was a long time head ranger at The Briars and was always a 

fund of knowledge and very obliging. We send our sympathy 

to Steve’s family. 

We have the Western Treatment Plant coming up on Sunday 

18 November; please make a booking with me 0429947893. 

The Christmas outing will be held on the 25 November not 

the third Sunday in December, there will be no outing on 

that day. 

Max Burrows 

 

Contacting BirdLife Mornington Peninsula 

President Max Burrows; 9789 0224                                       

21 Moorhen Cres, Carrum Downs, Vic 3201            

mornington@birdlife.org.au                                         

www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-mornington-peninsula 

 

AGM 

New committee 

President: Max Burrows, Secretary: Denis Goss,                  

Treasurer: Penny Gillespie.                                          

David Ap-Thomas, Pam Hearn, Susan Clark, Roger Richards, 

John Rawlins, Diane Tomlin, Keith Caldecott. 
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White-headed Pigeon,                                               

photographed at Tootgarook by Peter Barrett 
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Talking about Ashmore 

Dr Rohan Clarke from Bioscience Monash gave a fabulous 

talk on Ashmore Reef. Since 2000 Rohan has visited it 

twenty to thirty times monitoring seabirds and developing a 

baseline to establish an informed management system. 

Ashmore Reef has been visited by Rotinese (from an island 

near Timor) since 1700’s. Phosphate extraction has occurred. 

It was established as a reserve in 1983. Having been a 

refugee entry point it now has armed reserve wardens. There 

are a lot of threats, traditional sea boats, poaching, oil spills 

and invasive species.  

The role of citizen scientists has been collecting useful data. 

Modern technology has been extremely useful in the 

understanding of the distribution, breeding ecology, 

migration and foraging ecology of the seabirds of Ashmore 

Reef. Methods include isotopic analysis to study food sources 

and Bluetooth data collectors attached to the birds. 

Unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) are invaluable for 

counting masses of birds. Threats include tropical fire ants 

and the potential for oil spills. 

Denis Goss 

 

DFI School Ambassadors 

On 20 July in sunny, but blustery weather, our Ambassadors 

met with Roger, Anthony and Hansi, from the Devilbend 

Foundation to learn about bird-watching.  

They first learnt how to use binoculars, before splitting into 

two groups to start listening and watching for birds. 

In our 2 hour visit, the ambassadors spotted and correctly 

identified 15 different types of birds, including Little Pied 

Cormorant, Australian Wood Duck, Black Swan, birds of prey 

such as Whistling Kite, Black-shouldered Kite and Swamp 

Harrier, and other waterfowl such as Eurasian Coots, Purple 

Swamphens and Hoary-headed Grebes and some bushland 

species including Superb Fairy-wrens, Magpies and Grey 

Shrike-Thrush. 

The Ambassadors would like to thank Roger, Anthony and as 

always Hansi, all from the Devilbend Foundation Inc. 

Tyabb Railway Station Primary School Facebook 

 

Thank you Mount Martha Rotary 

A huge thank you to the Mount Martha Rotary Club for the 

generous donation of nine pairs of binoculars to be used in 

the Devilbend Foundation Inc School Ambassador Program. 

Also I'd like to thank Susan Clark and Simon Westfold, 

BirdLife members, for their binocular donations. 

I also would like to thank Wayne Jenkins, Mount Martha 

Rotary and Val Ford from BirdLife Mornington Peninsula for 

helping to make this happen. 

Hansi Wegner, DFI School Ambassador Coordinator 

 
 

Newsletter contributions 

Send to Val Ford; 5981 1445, fordandreid@gmail.com 

Deadline for December edition: 8 November 2018                      

Earlier articles appreciated. 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater, seen on AGM bird walk. 

Rohan Clarke presenting Ashmore Reef research data.                                

Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

  
Tyabb Railway Station Primary School Ambassadors birdwatching                             

at Devilbend. Photo by Hansi Wegner;                                                                          

Roger Skipsey, Mount Martha Rotary, presenting binoculars to Hansi 

Wegner, DFI School Ambassador Coordinator. Photo by Wayne Jenkins 

 

Easy to read, good pictures 

Just a quick note to say how much I enjoy reading the 

electronic copy of Birdlife Newsletter – easy to read, good 

pictures, and even though I rarely get out to birdwatch 

formally, interesting to see the sightings. 

One bird I did see and recognise was a dead Pied Cormorant 

washed up onto Mills Beach Mornington during the storms a 

week or so ago, lying on the high tide mark. I checked and it 

was well and truly dead and we normally don’t see them 

here. Our Tanti Creek estuary has Little Pied but not the 

bigger ones! I suppose nature takes its toll.  

Thank you for all your editing efforts! 

Jan Oliver, Mornington 

 

mailto:fordandreid@gmail.com
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BIRDS OF FRENCH ISLAND FOREST, 

WOODLAND, HEATH AND GRASSLAND 

Martin O’Brien & Geoff Lacey 

Abstract: French Island, Western Port, Victoria, has a vital 

role in maintaining the population levels of several bird 

species in the region. The Island supports areas of native 

vegetation in good, intact condition. This study of the 

terrestrial birds (including both native and introduced 

species) draws on the field records of the late ornithologist 

Des Quinn and more recent records of many observers. One 

hundred and thirty-six species are listed, and historical data 

are provided for many of the rarer species. A few species 

have become locally extinct, in some cases as part of a more 

widespread contraction of these species. Some species have 

declined in numbers, others have been recorded over periods 

of just a few years, a few species have increased slightly in 

numbers, and some have appeared recently for the first 

time.                                                                                          

Full article: in Australian Field Ornithology: 2018, 35, 57–71. 

We hope that the paper will:  

Become a benchmark for further documentation and 

assessment of birds on the island,                                              

Be used as a guide to assist in the management of the 

islands terrestrial birds (especially the rare or threatened 

species) and their habitats as these improve or change over 

time,                                                                                 

Encourage BirdLife Mornington Peninsula members to 

continue documenting their observations in the region. (Geoff 

and I drew strongly from the Mornington Peninsula Birdlife 

newsletter and members knowledge to document birds in the 

Western Port area and changes to these species over time.) 

To view the paper either log into the AFO website or email 

Martin O’Brien at Martin.OBrien@delwp.vic.gov.au for a copy. 

Martin O’Brien, Friends of French Island National Park 

 

THANK YOU 

BirdLife Mornington Peninsula would like to thank its key 

sponsors for 2018:                                                                   

Mornington Peninsula Shire                                             

Flinders Lions Club                                                              

Bendigo Bank, Dromana Branch 

 

  

Your generous support this year has enabled us to continue 

to produce our newsletter for distribution in libraries and 

schools in region. It is also supporting our programs that 

help promote bird awareness and understanding in all levels 

of the community.  

Figure 2. French Island key features and locations. 

 

LOOK UP 

In Church Street Brighton,                                                       

Porches and Mercs                                                               

Obedient noses to the kerb                                                           

Like a suckling litter.                                                                    

No revved up hotheads in this                                                 

Wealthy space.                                                                          

Drivers and pedestrians are mostly                                                

Older and slimmer than elsewhere. 

Not even the terror of a Somalian ram raid                                      

On the exclusive jewellers                                                                

Can prevail here.                                                                       

Their getaway car marooned on                                                      

An elegant bluestone roundabout. 

All along smart cafes and                                                   

Boutiques beckon.                                                                             

A line of municipal Eucalypts                                                        

Make a spindly line down the median strip.                                      

Tokens to remind us                                                                      

We are in Australia. 

Outside the Dendy cinemas                                                               

I hear a sound like                                                                       

An unfamiliar power tool.                                                             

What is it? Where?                                                                       

No-one else looks round.                                                               

Fits and starts of drilling                                                                  

Or polishing or demolition. 

A raucous “Quock-chock” clues me to look up.                               

There he is,                                                                                   

A skinhead interloper.                                                             

Knobby black icepick head                                                     

Unbalanced on a skinny neck ---                                          

Australia’s version of                                                                

Woody Woodpecker minus that                                                 

Electric shock red crest.                                                         

Larrikin Noisy Friarbird                                                               

Revs, honks and hoons around                                                        

Above the median strip                                                                  

In eucalypts too small for him. 

Church Street is too small for him. 

Gillian Barnett, Dromana 

mailto:Martin.OBrien@delwp.vic.gov.au
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Berg Mt Martha field news 

Working bees 

It takes a lot to put BERGers off, but truly foul weather saw 

us cancel the June Sunday working bee. We made up for it in 

July with a huge turnout of 22. This included a number of 

Rotarians, who helped with fencing. 

Between showers, we planted over 400 grasses and sedges 

and middle storey plants in the Watson Rd grant site 

between kinder and tennis courts. Before this, the Friday 

Group had removed and stacked the fallen Teatree, spread 

mulch and planted to contain BMXers and prepare for the 

Kinder to hold its planned Bush Cubby Making Day. Not far 

away, the Tuesday Group removed weed grasses, smilax and 

other weeds below the Bowling Club. 

The Friday Group have also finished removing the ‘garden 

escape’ succulent at Victoria Cres/Maude St corner and 

covered it in black plastic to rot; and they planted shrubs and 

trees below Victoria Cres, and Drooping Sheoaks and Coast 

Banksias in the Campground. 

Rotary and rabbit proofing 

Our grateful thanks to the Mt Martha Rotarians who came to 

Friday and Sunday working bees to help erect 225m of 

rabbit-proof fencing around the ‘non-burn site’. 

The site, below the tennis courts, was prepared for a burn in 

2009, the Teatrees felled, but the burn never happened. The 

fallen trees were mulched and the mulch spread, but 

regeneration has been severely checked by rabbits. We 

confirmed this by preventing grazing on a small patch by 

laying wire mesh – and regeneration there has been 

dramatically more successful. 

Liz Barraclough, Berg Mt Martha Field Officer, THE CREEK 

Vol 22 No 4, August 2018 

 

Common Mynas 

The Indian or Common Myna is still an unwanted bird of 

interest in many areas. I came across a fact sheet I’d saved 

that was put out by Wetland Care Australia                           

www.wetlandcare.com.au                                                                   
At the end of the fact sheet is a list of websites for more 

information relating to Mynas: 

The Common Indian Myna website 

http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/index.html                                      
The Global Invasive Species Database 

http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=108&fr=1

&sts=sss                                                                                   

Birds in Backyards 

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/finder/display.cfm?id=36     

Information on traps for use at feeding areas 

http://www.mynamagnet.com/default_files/Page445.htm      

Information on nest box protection 

http://users.bigpond.net.au/ozbox/myna_control.htm                                

Two more websites to peruse: 

http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/spreading.html to see 

the current recorded range of Mynas 

http://www.abc.net.au/wildwatch/results/award.htm                    

This one is from 2004 when Mynas were voted the Pest of 

Australia in the ABC WildWatch Australia survey. 

Marnie Fitzsimons, Devilbend Foundation Inc Newsletter 

May 2018  

L-R: BERGers Graham Hubbard and Luke Van Orsouw (who is working 

towards a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award), and Rotarians Paul Clark and                  

Colin Stokes, fixing the rabbit proof fence. Photo by Angela Kirsner 

Coolart Homestead. 

 

Coolart Homestead Renovation Project  

Funding applied for under Pick My Project initiative 

Friends of Coolart have applied for a grant under the 

Andrews Government’s Pick My Project funding initiative. We 

have applied for a grant of $192,000 to repair and replace 

some of the plaster work upstairs in the homestead. If 

successful, works will occur in 2019.  

Vote for Coolart - Pick My Project - Pick Our Project 

Coolart Homestead has been nominated for a grant under 

the State Governments Pick My Project initiative and we 

have proceeded to the next stage where the community 

votes. Voting has opened and closes 17 September so we 

need your votes to get this over the line!  

To vote click on the link https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/ to 

nominate Coolart Homestead. The more votes we get the 

more likely it is we will receive funding to renovate the 

upstairs area of the house and open it up for public use and 

artists in residence.  

The voting process requires you to shortlist 3 projects so 

choose those which appeal to you including the Coolart 

Project (of course!). 

Julie Ebbott, President Friends of Coolart 

http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/
http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/index.html
http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=108&fr=1&sts=sss
http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=108&fr=1&sts=sss
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/finder/display.cfm?id=36
http://www.mynamagnet.com/default_files/Page445.htm
http://users.bigpond.net.au/ozbox/myna_control.htm
http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/spreading.html
http://www.abc.net.au/wildwatch/results/award.htm
https://coolart.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9bebfd507061f0577a583c8&id=e0cc3b1907&e=ee02225820


Habitat for wildlife 

    September 2018 5 

Linking the Mornington Peninsula 

Landscape Project  

Red Hill South Biolink Plan and Dunns Creek Biolink Plan 

were completed in January 2018 covering 23 private 

properties with approximately 125 ha of planned 

conservation works. For more detail on these Plans, including 

maps and copies of the plans, visit www.lmpl.org.au     

Red Hill South biolink 

Red Hill South Landcare hit the ground running in October 

2017 even before the plan was finalised with a grant from 

the Victorian government (Biodiversity On-Ground action 

grant). This funded selected biolink works on 3 properties 

covering approximately 5.5 ha. Works included weed control 

and nest box installation. Events included a demonstration of 

installation of powerful owl nest boxes. Works will be 

complete in July 2018. Five Red Hill South biolink properties 

have also commenced Melbourne Water Stream Frontage 

Grants as a result of involvement in the biolink. 

Dunns Creek Biolink 

An application to Ross Trust has been made to undertake 

works planned in this biolink. Seven Dunns Creek Biolink 

properties have also commenced Melbourne Water Stream 

Frontage grants as a result of involvement in the biolink.  

What's coming up?  

The next two biolinks to be planned are Manton Stony Creek 

and Merricks Coolart Catchment. Initial kick-off meetings 

have been held with both these Landcare groups, but we are 

waiting on funding to be confirmed before work can start in 

earnest.  

For more information and updates on LMPL, please visit the 

LMPL website.  

Michele Sabto, Project Coordinator, Linking the Mornington 

Peninsula Landscape msabto@optusnet.com.au   

Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network News July 

2018 

 

 

First dawn 

This uplifting little tale is extracted from The Mythology Book 

published by DK Penguin Random House 2018, page 306. 

“First dawn. Many Dreamtime stories describe the origin of 

natural phenomena and the formation of particular 

landmarks. The Wathaurong people of southwest Victoria, for 

example, have a Dreaming story that explains the origin of 

the sunrise. They say that the sky once covered the earth 

like a blanket, blocking out the sun’s light and making 

everyone crawl around in the dark. The clever magpies 

decided to do something about the situation. They collected 

long sticks in their beaks and, working together, pushed 

them up against the sky until they had lifted it up. However, 

the sticks were not strong and the sky was in danger of 

collapsing. Acting quickly, the magpies grabbed even longer 

sticks and pushed them up until the sky locked into place. 

The sun then appeared in the first ever dawn, prompting the 

birds to burst into joyful song.” 

Susan Clark, Mornington  

Students and a teacher from ‘Ucan2’ English school with Jacqui Salter. 

Photo from Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network News  

Dead livestock: David Sims and the calf he believes                                                   

was killed by eagles. Photo by Yanni 

 

Farmer says eagles killed calf 

Moorooduc farmer David Sims believes eagles killed a new-

born calf overnight at his Derril Road property, Thursday 17 

May. 

He said he saw the eagles on the carcase as he drove into 

the paddock next morning looking for its mother and 

watched as they flew off into trees when he approached. He 

said flesh had been torn from the calf’s mouth and ear. 

Mr Sims, who runs 30 cattle on his 32 hectare property, said 

it appeared the calf had been born alive and then been killed 

because the thin tissue on its feet had worn after it had 

walked around. 

He said its mother would have tried to protect it from 

danger. He said he had lost calves previously. The eagles 

stayed near the property most of the morning. 

BirdLife Mornington Peninsula president Max Burrows said he 

thought a calf would be too big for an eagle to tackle. “It is 

more likely to have been killed by a fox or wild dog,” he said. 

Eagles in Victoria are fully protected under the Wildlife Act 

1975. Penalties apply. 

 Southern Peninsula News 22 May 2018 

 

http://www.lmpl.org.au/
mailto:msabto@optusnet.com.au
https://issuu.com/southernpeninsulanews/docs/spn_22nd_may_2018/10
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EVERYBODY’S WELCOME 

Outings are held on the second Wednesday and third Sunday 

of the month, except in January, and are cancelled on total 

fire ban days. 

Newcomers, beginners and visitors are welcome and 

members will help you with the birds. Binoculars for casual 

use are available on every outing. Bring lunch (optional) and 

a folding chair for bird call and chat. 

To ensure the health the safety of everyone at outings, 

participants need to take responsibility for their personal 

safety. To assist with this, the Committee provides the 

following guidelines.      

 

1. Wear name tag (write emergency contact name and                                  

phone number on the reverse side)                                   

2. Wear suitable footwear i.e. closed shoes or boots                     

3. For areas where snakes are likely, wear gaiters                

4. Always carry items you may need e.g. water, snacks, 

personal first aid kit, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, your 

name and residential address and, if you have one, a mobile 

phone with battery charged                                              

5. Remain with the group at all times and advise leader or 

whip if you intend to leave before the walk ends. 

For more information about an outing contact Max Burrows 

on 0429 947 893 or the leader listed. 

Max Burrows, Outings Coordinator 

 

Date Time Locality Meeting place and other information Leader Phone 

Wed 12 Sept 9.00 Gordon Rolfe Reserve, Somerville Meet 9.00 at gate in Yaringa Road off Whitneys Road from either 

Bungower or Pikes Road. Mel 149 J8 

Keith Caldecott 0407 534 243 

Sun 16 Sept 9.00 Blind Bight Coastal Reserve, Blind 

Bight 

Meet 9.00 at car park opposite Fishermans Drive in Blind Bight 

Road accessed from Baxter/Tooradin Road and then off Warneet 

Road. Mel 143 C10 

Susan Clark  5975 7409 

Wed 10 Oct 9.00 Tootgarook Wetland, Boneo Meet 9.00 at car park equestrian centre, entrance off Boneo Road 

after Rosebud Country Club and before Browns Road (equestrian 

centre entrance). Mel 170 A9 

David Ap-

Thomas 

9787 6691    

0429 939 036 

Sun 21 Oct 9.00 TBA TBA Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Wed 14 Nov 9.00 Private Property, Duells Road 

Rosebud 

Details of this outing will be given at a later date.  

 

David Ap-

Thomas 

9787 6691    

0429 939 036 

Sun 18 Nov 7.00 Western Treatment Plant, Werribee Meet 7.00 at the Baxter Tavern car park; enter off Baxter/Tooradin 

Road. We will proceed in convoy to the plant. Mel 107 B4                   

If you go independently we meet at the Paradise Road/Point Wilson 

Road corner. Bookings essential.    

John Barkla         

Max Burrows 

0417 382 966      

0429 947 893 

Sun 25 Nov 9.00 Christmas outing to Dunns Creek 

Estate, Red Hill 

Meet 9.00 at property gate 137 McIlroys Road. Bring a plate to 

share after the bird walk. Mel 191 D1 

Max Burrows 0429 947 893 

Wed 12 Dec 9.00 Main Ridge Flora and Fauna 

Reserve, Main Ridge 

Meet 9.00 at gate to reserve on Mornington/ Flinders Road south of 

Shands Road intersection. Mel 255 D3   

Keith Caldecott 0407 534 243 

 

TYABB BUSHLAND RESERVE, TYABB 

Keith Caldecott: Sunday 20 May 

Species recorded: 41 

This attractive little bushland reserve, named “Tyabb 

Bushland Reserve”, is actually located in the 

Pearcedale/Somerville postcode. It’s a loop track and well 

worth visiting for its compactness and variety of species in 

the bush and the surrounding paddocks. 

We fifteen met on a cool overcast morning. At the car park 

overlooking  a dam on an adjacent property we were treated 

to a very nice variety, including two Pink-eared Ducks, an 

Australasian Shoveler with its distinctive orange legs, 

Eurasian Coot, Pacific Black Duck, Australasian and Hoary-

headed Grebes, Dusky Moorhen, Purple Swamphen, Chestnut 

Teal, Hardhead. Bell Miners called for the entire duration of 

the walk and were very visible and active.  

Moving silently through the bush on a pine-needle covered 

path, we encountered Rainbow Lorikeets, Grey Butcherbird, 

Grey Fantails, a Spotted Pardalote in dead tree and two very 

nice raptors, a Peregrine Falcon slicing through the air and a  

 

Whistling Kite posing for what seemed like ages in another 

dead tree. 

Along the perimeter, and adjacent to some horse paddocks, 

a male Flame Robin hopped about a fence or two and a 

number of Welcome Swallows were also fence perching. 

Further along we saw Magpie-lark, Brown Thornbill, more 

Grey Fantails, Australian Magpie, Little Raven, Striated 

Pardalote and Black-shouldered Kite. 

In a nearby market garden we spied workers in conical hats 

crouching over rows of vegetables harvesting what looked 

like Bok Choy. Looking up we saw a Grey Butcherbird and, 

perching, a Galah with a particularly deep pink chest. White-

plumed Honeyeaters and Silvereyes appeared and a White-

eared Honeyeater had fun bathing in a puddle. Returning to 

the start point we saw Grey Shrike-thrush, Black-faced 

Cuckoo-shrike, Willie Wagtail, Masked Lapwing, and Red and 

Little Wattlebirds. 

We were able to have a quick bird-call with a total of forty-

one species before some drizzle set in. Thanks to Keith for 

expertly lead this winter walk. 

Susan Clark, Mornington 
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J.A.BABBINGTON PARK, HASTINGS 
FORESHORE WALK 

Max Burrow: Wednesday 13 June 

Species recorded:41 

Eighteen determined bird watchers assembled at the 

Hastings Scout Hall, in 15o C, with a cold northerly wind 

cutting through our clothes, for a walk along the boardwalk 

and foreshore. After a quick ‘scout’ around the hall, we set 

off along the boardwalk, south towards the Marina. Crossing 

Kings Creek we found a couple of Royal Spoonbills sieving 

through the mud. A few minutes later a Black-shouldered 

Kite was spotted roosting on the top of a dead eucalypt. Still 

on the boardwalk, we came across a White-faced Heron in 

full breeding plumage, about 10m from the path, quite happy 

to pose for the photographers. 

Unfortunately, careful searching could not reveal any rails in 

the water channels and the Swamp Harrier and Whistling 

Kites were also not around. 

Leaving the shelter of the boardwalk, the full force of the 

wind hit us, blowing the smaller birds into the cover of the 

salt marsh. We could hear them in the scrub but it took the 

sharpest eyes to spot them; Brown Thornbills and a small 

flock of Red-browed Finches. The hardiest birds were still 

foraging on the open grassed area, Magpie-larks, Little 

Ravens, Australian Magpies and the occasional Willie Wagtail. 

Galahs and Little Corellas occasionally bustled by. 

By either keeping our eyes focussed into the fringing 

mangroves or our binoculars pointed out to sea, a surprising 

number of waterbirds were recorded, from Hoary-headed 

Grebes, three species of cormorant, Australian White Ibis, 

Australian Pelicans, Pacific and Silver Gulls. Young Black 

Swans sleeping amongst the mangroves had their heads 

tightly tucked under the wings. 

Reaching the Café at the jetty, most of us realised that 

bringing some cash for a hot chocolate or coffee would have 

been a good idea. Whilst a few of us defrosted inside the 

others watched the soaring pelicans. 

A surprising total of forty-one species was recorded. A great 

walk for me personally; the first outing I could attend since 

breaking my foot last year, as the path is flat and even.  

Thanks to Max for leading the walk and Keith for bringing up 

the tail end. 

Penny Gillespie, Bittern 

 

 

PINDARA ESTATE BUSHLAND 
RESERVE, LANGWARRIN 

Max Burrow: Sunday 17 June 

Outing cancelled due to inclement weather.  

White-faced Heron in breeding plumage. 

Magpie-lark. 

Australian Pelican. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

 

COOLART RESERVE, SOMERS 

Max Burrows: Wednesday 11 July 

Species recorded:34 

Birds through the lens 

Twenty-four members attended our annual Coolart 

observatory outing. This presentation was called “Birds 

 



Outings 

 8 Mornington Peninsula Birdlife 

through the lens” a session with our two photographic gurus 

Con Duyvestyn and Tim Van Leeuwen, who took us through a 

selection of their bird photos. Con presented a scientific look 

at birds of the local area and compared the same species 

from different parts of their range, giving an insight into the 

plumage changes that occur. Tim presented a more artistic 

look at some of our birds from across a spectrum of habitats 

Australia wide. The audience enthusiastically received the 

presentation and we thanked Tim and Con for what was a 

delightful look at our beautiful bird life. 

Bird walk 

The second part of this outing was a walk to Minsmere hide 

overlooking Tom Luxton lagoon. The water level was well 

down from previous visits but a good variety of species were 

present. The ducks were prominent with Pacific Black, 

Chestnut and Grey Teal in fair numbers, a small flock of Red-

browed Finches fed in front of the hide with Superb Fairy-

wrens and Silvereyes. As we looked out from the hide a pair 

of Grey Currawongs flew past and settled in trees along the 

path. Bush birds included Grey Shrike-thrush, Brown 

Thornbill, Grey Fantail and White-browed Scrubwren. The 

only Australian White Ibis seen on the day was a single bird 

in the picnic area. 

We thanked Geoff for leading and dispersed. 

Max Burrows, Langwarrin 

 

DEVILBEND RESERVE (HODGINS RD) 

Neil Shelley: Sunday 15 July 

Species recorded:34 

Sixteen keen birders joined me for our exploration of the 

Hodgins Rd (southern) side of Devilbend Reservoir. It was a 

dry day with the patchy clouds, and thus only glimpses of the 

sun, but the wind was very cold, especially near the water. 

As we had all parked at the entrance to Bittern Reservoir, we 

decided to investigate this first, as from a distance we were 

able to see quite a few birds on the water. This proved to be 

a good decision as we observed Freckled Duck, Black Swan, 

Australian Wood Duck, Australasian Shoveler, Grey Teal, 

Chestnut Teal, Hardhead, Blue-billed Duck, Musk Duck, 

Australasian Grebe, Hoary-headed Grebe, Little Pied 

Cormorant, Swamp Harrier, Purple Swamphen, Eurasian Coot 

and Masked Lapwing on the water or around the edges of the 

reservoir. In the nearby bush there were also Crimson 

Rosella, Eastern Rosella, White-eared Honeyeater, Grey 

Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Grey Shrike-thrush, Magpie-

lark and Little Raven. Quite a good start to the morning with 

twenty-four species in the first 30 minutes! 

Cautiously crossing Hodgins Rd, we walked along Reservoir 

Circuit Trail to where Orchid Track crossed it, which gave us 

access to the water’s edge. Here we added another two 

waterbird species to our list: Great Cormorant and Australian 

Pelican. We didn’t stay long at this point as we were all 

feeling the chilling impact of the wind. We pushed further 

north to another access point but didn’t succeed in finding 

any more waterbirds. 

However, we did add a few bush birds to our list while north 

of Hodgins Rd: Black-shouldered Kite, Superb Fairy-wren,   

Little Pied Cormorant. 

White-necked Heron. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

 

Noisy Miner, Brown Thornbill, Striated Thornbill, Grey 

Fantail, Eastern Yellow Robin and Welcome Swallow brought 

our total for the day to thirty-four species. 

We all enjoyed the walk, if not the wind, and look forward to 

exploring more of this reserve. 

Neil Shelley, Mornington 

 

THE BRIARS PARK, MT MARTHA   

Pam Hearn & Susan Clark: Tuesday 17 July 

Species recorded: 25 

Weather forecasts gave high winds and possible storms so 

the Wildlife Sanctuary was closed for safety reasons. Early 

arrivals for this BirdLife Melbourne weekdays outing birded in 

the car park and Susan Clark and Pam Hearn, our leaders, 

checked with the ranger who confirmed the gates were 

locked. A fall-back walk had been planned for just such a 

situation and so we continued car park birding till all the 

group had assembled.  

We were eleven people and the car park bird list included 

Australian Wood Duck, Noisy Miner, Crested Pigeon, Eastern 

Rosella, Rainbow Lorikeet, Masked Lapwing and Little Raven. 
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In clear weather we set off on the Balcombe Creek trail, 

partly boardwalk and partly track, heading towards Nepean 

Highway. Along the way we added Straw-necked and 

Australian White Ibis overhead and Australian Magpie in the 

open country. The path passes under the highway, 

reassuringly, and runs beside the creek where different water 

plants were growing in its bed and waving in a good flow of 

water. Off-leash areas for dogs were popular and the dogs 

and their owners were quite interested in us, too. Brown 

Thornbills and White-browed Scrubwrens were initially heard 

then quickly seen by some. Other watchers had to persevere 

for their sightings.  

We headed slowly toward the beach, turning off the main 

track to visit Ferrero Reserve where the open area of the 

sports grounds yielded Galah, Straw-necked Ibis, Crested 

Pigeon, Australian Magpie and Noisy Miner. A pair of Grey 

Butcherbirds called melodiously from the top of the cricket 

nets. Now elapsed time indicated that lunchtime was quite a 

walk away so we started our return. The creek estuary 

broadens in the lower reaches and information boards 

indicated the fish which might be seen. Not today, 

unfortunately. Superb Fairy-wrens ran around in the low 

vegetation quite near the houses across the track. Further 

back toward the park there were areas of open small trees 

which “fair cried out” for some Eastern Yellow Robins and 

there the birds were seen. The boardwalk sections of the 

track are marked as “slippery when wet” but today they were 

dry and no challenge.  

Once everyone reunited at the information centre there was 

lunch and bird call. Twenty-five species had been seen, a 

very creditable result for a day of approaching storm. The 

wind was starting to gust though the sky was still blue so we 

decided to stop there to give people a chance to drive home 

before any storm. We thanked Susan and Pam for their 

careful planning which had resulted in a good morning’s 

birding in the teeth of Victorian weather.  

Diane Tweeddale, coordinator BirdLife Melbourne weekdays 

outings 

  

LANGWARRIN FLORA & FAUNA 
RESERVE, LANGWARRIN   

Max Burrows: Wednesday 8 August 

Species recorded: 22 

Eleven birdos took a punt on the morning being dry and it 

was, but rather windy. We took a circuit following Military, 

Long Crescent, Reservoir and the newly named Emu-wren 

Tracks. All in all, it was a very quiet morning with twenty-two 

species recorded and the numbers were slight. Even waiting 

in the car park at the start yielded only a few species. The 

first bit of real activity was seeing New Holland Honeyeaters 

chasing each other through the scrub. Then a burst of sound 

with about five or six Grey Shrike-thrushes calling loudly, 

indicating quite a complicated boundary dispute under way. 

We were lucky enough to see a couple of Golden Whistlers, a 

solitary White-naped Honeyeater and heard a couple of 

Spotted Pardalotes. 

While wandering along hoping for some bird activity, 

attention was diverted to the masses of native orchids now 

flowering as well as marvelling at the thorough and  

Grey Currawong, Langwarrin Flora & Fauna Reserve. 

Mistletoebird. 

Tawny Frogmouth. Photos by Con Duyvestyn 

 

continuous excavation holes created by the resident 

echidnas. Then right at the end of the walk, the rear-enders 

saw a Mistletoebird and eagle-eyed Keith spotted a solitary 

Tawny Frogmouth trying to look inconspicuous except it had 

chosen a reddish-barked trunk which didn’t really match the 

grey plumage. 

Thanks, Max for the outing, nicely timed as the rain set in 

while we were all departing. 

Larry Wakefield, Mt Martha 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A FISHERIES 
AND WILDLIFE OFFICER 

I joined the Victorian Fisheries and Wildlife Department in 

1957 as a Fisheries and Wildlife Officer. The Department was 

responsible for all matters relating to the management of 

wildlife and the marine and freshwater fish resources of the 

State. The Director of the Department at that time was Alfred 

Dunbavin Butcher, a very influential figure in the post war 

conservation movement. The Department ceased to exist in 

the 1980’s and its functions were hived off to other 

government departments, a move that had been resisted by 

Butcher when he was Director. 

I believe my interest in birding and nature generally can be 

traced back to my early years living in the Dandenongs not 

far from Sherbrooke Forest. As a youth I spent many hours 

in the forest tracking Lyrebirds and never ceasing to be 

amazed by their mimicry and display. Years later when I was 

the resident Departmental officer at Bairnsdale my 

acquaintance with the Lyrebird was renewed in a most 

unfortunate way. Late one evening a man knocked at the 

door with an injured Lyrebird in a cardboard box. It appeared 

that while driving down the Omeo Highway just on dusk the 

Lyrebird had glided from the high side of the road and had 

been struck by the sun visor of his car. The bird’s legs were 

shattered near its body and I had no option other than to put 

the bird down. Whenever I think of Lyrebirds now that 

incident comes to mind. 

Applicants for the position of Fisheries and Wildlife Officer 

were expected to have a reasonable knowledge of our native 

fauna and fish and this was made clear to me during my first 

encounter with a young man shooting protected birds at 

Whittlesea. He has shot two Eastern Rosellas and a small bird 

I was unable to identify at the time. I later discovered that it 

was an Orange-Winged Sittella so that convinced me that I 

needed to improve my bird identification skills. I never 

considered myself as having any special skill at bird 

identification but over the years I did acquire a broad 

knowledge through experience. When I joined the 

Department good field identification Australian bird books 

were not available.  

Shooting protected birds was a problem during my time 

working from head office in Melbourne. A person could carry 

a shotgun from age 14 and a .22 rifle at 18 with no licencing 

requirement. The influx of migrants after the war added to 

the problem as some countries and in particular Italy had 

very lax laws or in some cases no laws at all to protect 

wildlife. In Italy for example 36 species of birds, many of 

them migratory species, can be legally hunted. The killing of 

birds in Middle Eastern countries is even worse. The plight of 

birds, including migratory shore birds, in many east Asian 

countries is nothing short of devastating. Every weekend our 

officers were in the field and on the Monday mornings they 

would arrive at the office with a load of confiscated weapons 

taken from people shooting protected wildlife. Unfortunately 

we operated under an antiquated Game Act dating back to 

1928 and the fines imposed by the Courts were in most 

cases paltry. The Act referred to wildlife as “native game” so 

that will give you some indication of the official thinking. 

My early years in the Department at head office involved 

working in all parts of the State. The activities of the 

Department were to a large extent governed by the various 

seasons; the duck shooting season; the quail shooting  

  
Kevin netting cod from holding cage Murray River Echuca 1958;                      

with Bentwing bat. 

 

season; the snipe season; the trout fishing season and the 

Murray cod fishing season. Other annual work involved a trip 

to Phillip Island in November when the Mutton birds laid their 

eggs and again in late April and May to prevent people 

taking the Mutton bird chicks. Translocating koalas was a 

regular chore, moving them from Phillip and French Islands 

to various localities around the State. We were getting to the 

stage even 50 years ago when it was becoming a problem as 

to where to place the translocated koalas. Banding ducks 

down at Serendip at Lara was an ongoing program and my 

first job in the Department was spending three weeks at Lara 

banding and x-raying ducks as part of a program to trace the 

migration of ducks and also to measure hunting pressure. I 

then spent three weeks on the Murray River netting Murray 

cod as part of a cod research program. 

My first opening of the duck shooting season was spent at 

Corop in the north in 1958. I attended many duck openings 

during my time with the Department and I never looked 

forward to the event. Years ago it was to some extent an 

unregulated free for all with shooters wandering out onto the 

swamps in the early mornings, some after a night of heavy 

drinking and then shooting at anything that came within 

range, or often out of range. At the Corop opening I recall 

apprehending two duck hunters who obviously were recent 

arrivals in the country and found that the wheat bag they 

were dragging behind them contained a Musk Duck, two 

Blue-billed Ducks and a Great Crested Grebe. 

In November of each year the returning Mutton birds lay 

their single egg in shallow burrows at a number of rookeries 

dotted around the coast of Phillip Island. Every year the 

Department would have staff on the Island in order to 

prevent Mutton bird poaching which was something of a local 

sport. Working there with the local officer was a hair raising 

experience as he was in the habit of driving around the back 

roads of the Island at night with the headlights turned off in 

order to fool the Mutton Bird poachers. Early one May I was 

at the Island during the night of a howling gale and it was 

the night the young Mutton birds decided to leave on their 

annual migration. Mutton birds take off into the wind usually 

from the top of a sand dune and this usually happens during 

the first windy night in late April or early May. The night of 

the gale I drove over the old San Remo bridge at midnight 

with Geoff, the local Officer and he remarked at the time 

that the town lights of San Remo were all on which was 

unusual. As we entered the town the reason became clear, 

there were Mutton birds everywhere and many of the locals 

were out grabbing as many birds as they could carry. The 

birds had been attracted to the town lights. 
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In 1961 I was transferred to Mallacoota as the resident 

officer. At that time I was the only conservation officer in 

Gippsland east of Bairnsdale. The National Parks Authority 

was operating with a skeleton staff and had one part time 

ranger at Sperm Whale Head on the Gippsland Lakes. So as 

well as my fish and wildlife duties I held a National Parks 

Authority and had a watching brief over four National Parks, 

Mallacoota; Wingan; Lind and Alfred as well as serving on the 

Mallacoota National Park committee of management. The 

district I was responsible for ran from the NSW border along 

the coast to Lake Tyers and then inland to the high country 

around Bendoc. I also held an authority under the NSW 

Fauna Act to cover cross border incidents. 

To anyone interested in wildlife and in nature generally being 

the resident Fisheries and Wildlife Officer at Mallacoota was a 

plum job. The Departmental house was situated on the edge 

of the lower lake so I could look out of the bedroom window 

in the morning and see Curlew Sandpipers and other shore 

birds feeding on the salt marsh in front of the house. With a 

variety of habitats Mallacoota and the surrounding area is a 

birders paradise. In the early 1960’s the Bird Observers Club 

held their annual campout at Mallacoota and they recorded 

more bird species there than at any other place in Victoria.  

Because of the nature of my job I was in the fortunate 

position of being able to observe or handle birds and 

mammals, some rare or rarely seen. Photographing the nest 

of a Ground parrot and a Southern Emu-wren was a 

highlight. Various species of wildlife were often handed in by 

interested people and these included a Powerful Owl and a 

Greater Glider killed by smoke inhalation resulting from a 

bush fire; two live and one dead Tiger Quolls; a Potoroo; 

several families of Feather-tailed gliders; Mountain possums; 

Wonga Pigeons and a Fork-tailed Swift with a broken wing. 

The Swift was interesting as not many birders would have 

had the opportunity to have one in the hand. What surprised 

me was its tiny almost club like feet which indicated that it 

spent most of its life on the wing. Ducks and swans and 

many species of bats (see photo) often turned up including 

four Mountain Duck ducklings which the family raised.  

The attitude to wildlife conservation by some people always 

disappointed me. Years ago It was not unusual to see a 

Wedge-tailed Eagle shot and strung up on a farm fence. One 

incident which was especially disturbing involved the 

slaughter of a pair of White-breasted Sea-Eagles at Genoa. 

One day I happened to be reading the Snowy River Mail, the 

newspaper that circulated in the Orbost Shire and on the 

front page was an article by the Genoa correspondent 

detailing how he had trapped and killed a pair of Sea Eagles. 

It appeared from the story that the eagles had been taking 

his piglets and he had set baited rabbit traps and caught 

them. The next part of the story is hard to believe. After 

killing the two birds he then took them to the Genoa Primary 

School and showed them to the children. 

An activity that at times involved members of my family was 

that of caring for injured or orphaned wildlife. Now when you 

drive around country roads you will often see a “Help for 

Wildlife” sign with a contact number. During my time in the 

bush that facility provided by caring people did not exist. The 

protected wildlife so in most cases injured or orphaned 

wildlife was handed in to the local Fisheries and Wildlife 

office. My wife Margaret became very proficient at raising 

young wallabies, kangaroos and wombats. 

One incident worthy of note involved a small injured wombat 

that had been handed in at the office. Margaret took the  

Children playing with wombat that recovered from broken leg. 

  

Rare Tiger Quoll; rescued Potoroo. 

 

injured animal up to the local Bairnsdale vet to be x-rayed 

and he refused to treat it saying “it’s only a wombat”. After 

being suitably admonished he relented and the x-ray showed 

it had a broken leg. After being nursed and hand reared by 

Margaret it made a full recovery and it became a great 

favourite with the children. 

Working in the more remote areas of east Gippsland, always 

alone and without the aid of a radio or mobile phone did add 

an element of danger to the job. Apprehending persons for 

shooting protected wildlife always had the potential to turn 

nasty when you advised them that their firearm was seized. 

So it was a job of great diversity; chasing Mountain Possum 

trappers in the snow up at Bendoc; investigating commercial 

fishers taking penguins from Gabo Island to use as bait for 

their crayfish pots; illegal netting of fish in the inlets along 

the coast or using explosives to catch fish, there was never a 

dull moment. 

In 1964 I was transferred to Bairnsdale and spent twelve 

years at that location and then later in 1976 I was appointed 

as Chief Fisheries and Wildlife Officer which involved a move 

back to Melbourne. However the fondest memory I have of 

my time in the bush is the time I spent at Mallacoota. It is a 

wonderful part of Victoria and now part of the much larger 

Croajingolong National Park. However it could have been 

different. In the late 1950’s and early 60’s the Orbost Shire 

Council was pushing for the construction of a coast road to 

run from Mallacoota to Marlo. As one Councillor said at the 

time, “It would open up of that part of the coast and lead to 

the development of small coastal towns just like in New 

South Wales”. Thankfully the proposal did not gain any 

traction with the Government of the day. 

Kevin Street, Mornington 
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AT LEAST SIX BITTERNS AT ETP 

27 May 2018: Eighty-six bird species (another high count), 

were logged of which forty-two were wetland dependant, 

(nine were shorebirds), nine were raptors and thirty-five 

were non-wetland dependant. 

Pleasant weather, diverse wetland habitats and several 

unusual birds made this a great day. What presumably was 

the same Restless Flycatcher was in the same place as it was 

last month. An adult Olive-backed Oriole in the woodlot near 

the ornamental pond was an exceptional and strange find 

especially at the onset of winter. We saw our first Little Egret 

for several years and a late Marsh Sandpiper suggested it 

might be overwintering. An Australasian Bittern remote from 

any potential cover on WEHB got a shock when we stopped 

to count the waterfowl lining the shore. Raptors were 

plentiful; among the nine species seen were three Little 

Eagles, a Black Kite and a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles. A 

Common Bronzewing obligingly afforded good views at the 

Donut. 

24 June 2018: Seventy-three bird species (thirteen fewer 

than last month) were logged of which thirty-six were 

wetland dependant, (eight were shorebirds), six were raptors 

and thirty-one were non-wetland dependant. 

Gloomy weather detracted from the efficiency of this count. 

Water-bird numbers have fluctuated enormously with some 

species rising and others declining. Whilst Grey Teal (2670) 

and Blue-billed Ducks (270) have increased most other 

waterfowl and Eurasian Coot have decreased. Great Crested 

Grebes have disappeared and Hoary-headed Grebe numbers 

have declined but Australasian Grebes (115) are in 

abundance. The birds that form loose winter flocks are here, 

e.g. Black-fronted Dotterels (120) Willie Wagtails (98), 

Magpie-larks (190), Welcome Swallows (600), Silvereyes 

(80), Red-browed Finches (42) and White-fronted Chats 

(30), but numbers of the latter are down this year as are 

those of Flame Robins (2). The highlights were the 

Australasian Bittern and a female Golden Whistler. 

22 July 2018: Seventy-three bird species were logged of 

which thirty-six were wetland dependant, (seven were 

shorebirds), eight were raptors and twenty-nine were non-

wetland dependant. 

Overall, water-bird numbers have diminished further but to 

see four Australasian Bitterns in the main plant today, a 

species listed as threatened under state and federal acts was 

something special and the realisation that a total of at least 

six Bitterns frequented the ETP during the last week is 

exciting. The number of Magpie-larks has risen to a new high 

of 380. Another highlight was a Marsh Sandpiper.   

Mike Carter, Mornington  

 

Little Eagle on the look-out for prey at the ETP. Photo by David Stabb  

This Olive-backed Oriole is the first ever photographed at the ETP.                     

Little Egret at the ETP with prey in bill. Photos by Bob Brinkman 

  

Marsh Sandpiper and Black-fronted Dotterel at the ETP, 22 July.                     

Photos by David Stabb                                                                                               

Marsh Sandpipers are relatively uncommon in Victoria particularly so in 

winter, so this bird was an unusual sight today. Black-fronted Dotterels 

congregate at the ETP most winters: this was one of 70 seen today.  

One of 206 Blue-billed Ducks counted on 22 July, a male in                            

non-breeding plumage. Photo by David Stabb       
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BRONZEWINGS AT BANYAN 

6 May 2018: Thirty-three species were recorded of which 

twelve are wetland-dependent or raptors. Highlights were 

four Common Bronzewings on the Paddock and 50 Red-

browed Finches in the Banyan woodlot. 

10 June 2018: Thirty-five species were recorded of which 

eleven are wetland-dependent or raptors. The waterhole is 

now full for the first time this year and Common Froglets 

showed their approval by calling vociferously. The Paddock 

lagoon remains disturbingly quiet. Highlights were a Musk 

Lorikeet and a Blue-winged Parrot flying over, a Spiny-

cheeked Honeyeater and an abundance of Silvereyes. 

15 July 2018: Twenty-nine species, including two unidentified 

species in a flock of nine shorebirds, six small and three 

‘Sharp-tailed Sandpiper’ size that flew over the paddock 

calling loudly, of which eleven are wetland-dependent or 

raptors. The waterhole is even deeper than last month. 

Swans have wasted no time to commence breeding; many of 

the eleven nests are already huge mounds. The main 

highlight was an Australasian Bittern.  

 

FRECKLED DUCK AT BOGGY CREEK 

6 May 2018: Twenty-two bird species (fourteen of which are 

wetland dependant or raptors) were logged here today. The 

highlight was an Australasian Bittern that was very cryptic 

and didn’t flush when we drove past within 3 metres. Bitterns 

are easily overlooked at this densely vegetated site. 

10 June 2018: Twenty-eight bird species (seventeen of which 

are wetland dependant or raptors) were logged here today. 

The highlights were the first Freckled Duck to be seen here 

and a Little Eagle. Ducks were abundant – over 300 counted, 

but only of four species.   

15 July 2018: Very few birds here today of only eight species 

(five of which are wetland dependant or raptors). Not even 

one duck or grebe. Perhaps the run-off from last weekend’s 

rain carrying pollutants from the freeway into this wetland 

has repelled them.  

 

DOTTERELS AT SERPENTINE 

6 May 2018: Thirty-three species of birds were logged of 

which twelve are wetland dependant or raptors. Highlights 

include twenty-seven Red-kneed Dotterels, twenty-six Black-

fronted Dotterels and twenty-two Black-winged Stilts. 

10 June 2018: Thirty-five species of birds were logged of 

which fourteen are wetland dependant or raptors. Highlights 

include seven Cattle Egrets, twelve Red-capped Plovers, 

fourteen Red-kneed Dotterels, twenty-two Black-fronted 

Dotterels and thirty White-fronted Chats. 

15 July 2018: Forty species of birds were logged of which 

twenty-one are wetland dependant or raptors. Highlights 

include a Peregrine Falcon, eight Cattle Egrets, a White-

necked Heron and three Red-necked Avocets. 

Mike Carter, Mornington  

Common Bronzewing at the Donut, ETP. Photo by Bob Brinkman  

A ‘Manx’ (tail-less) Fox with a Rabbit in its jaws at Serpentine. We have 

had brief views of a similar individual thought initially to be a dog, 

possibly the same animal, at Boggy Creek within the last two years.  

Red-browed Finches numbered at least 50 in the woodlot at Banyan. 

Photos by Alison Kuiter 

Adult Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike at Banyan. Photo by David Stabb 
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VORG’S SHORT-TAILED 
SHEARWATER GEOLOCATER SURVEY 

Spencer Unthank of the Victorian Ornithological Research 

Group (VORG) was highly commended in the VEFN 2017 Best 

Friend Awards. VEFN provided a grant of $750 to VORG 

courtesy of the funding support provided by DELWP. VORG 

will put the funds towards continuing the geolocater study of 

Short-tailed Shearwaters at Phillip Island, Victoria. Spencer 

Unthank, who is Secretary of VORG, provided a brief outline 

of the study.  

The often complete disappearance of some bird species after 

their breeding season has been an enduring mystery now 

partly explained by banding studies that have, through 

recovered bands, shown where migratory birds spend their 

non-breeding season. However, this does not show where 

the birds spent their time between banding and the band 

recoveries.  

Light level geolocaters, ranging in weight from 1.5 grams to 

3.6 grams, with a battery life from two to ten years, record 

the times of first light (sunrise) and last light (sunset) from 

which longitude and latitude to be calculated. The small size 

and weight allows the logger to be attached to a band that 

can be fitted to a bird’s leg.  

In October 2008, VORG volunteers started attaching light 

level geolocaters, purchased from the British Antarctic 

Survey, to Short-tailed Shearwaters (Ardenna tenuirostris) at 

Cape Woolamai, Phillip Island, Victoria. Each year Short-

tailed Shearwaters usually return to the same, or a nearby, 

burrow. This facilitates the recovery of the geolocaters as the 

bird must be recaptured to retrieve the geolocater so that the 

recorded data can be downloaded and longitude and latitude 

calculated.  

On 23 October 2009, at Cape Woolamai, the first recovery of 

a shearwater with a data logger attached was recovered in a 

burrow and promptly nick-named “Bingo”. Examination of the 

data recorded by the geolocater revealed that in mid to late 

November it spent time south west of Tasmania, incubating 

the single egg from 24 November to 7 December when, 

presumably with its mate now incubating the egg, it took a 

foraging trip of 13 days into the Southern Ocean followed by 

another incubation period of 12 days. There were more long 

distance flights to the Southern Ocean with brief visits to 

Phillip Island probably to feed the single chick. 

In late April this shearwater from near the Antarctic ice self, 

flew northwards and in 15 days arrived to the south-east of 

Japan, staying there for a few days from then flying to the 

Bering Sea where he stayed until early September. It then 

headed south and arrived at Phillip Island in late September 

having covered over 60,000 nautical miles, carrying the 

geolocater the whole way.  

Other geolocater carrying shearwaters have shown similar 

results when breeding and migrating and there is some 

indication that birds which fail to breed may fly westward to 

the ocean south of South Africa before returning to Bass 

Strait to join the migration to the North Pacific Ocean. The 

result revealed by the geolocaters show extensive flights 

near to the coast of Antarctica with periods of days to weeks 

spent there before returning to Phillip Island.  

As in most pioneering studies, problems arose that were 

unforeseen at the beginning. Burrows at Cape Woolamai,  

Bingo’s year. 

 

while marked with pegs and flags, could not always be easily 

found after the winter becoming obliterated by growing 

vegetation and moving sand. After discussions with the 

management of the Phillip Island Nature Parks, an area 

adjacent to the penguin reserve was designated for the 

shearwater geolocater study and 30 artificial nest boxes 

were constructed and placed there. These have been very 

successful, adopted without any apparent concern by the 

shearwaters, and they allow easier access with less impact to 

the birds. In the early part of the study some geolocaters, 

after recovery, were found to have failed to record data and 

others required special technology to extract the data. 

Improvements in the geolocaters have reduced these 

problems. 

Shearwaters that carried geolocaters early in the study still 

return to the study area and have been found breeding 

successfully.  

Where possible both birds of a breeding pair are now being 

fitted with geolocaters to determine if there are differences 

in foraging ranges or periods between the sexes.  

Recent reports of large numbers of seabirds dying in the 

North Pacific Ocean, apparently of starvation, among them 

many Short-tailed Shearwaters, lend urgency to the 

geolocater study of the shearwaters to assist in finding 

answers to this problem. Possibly young birds are more 

affected because adults may be better at finding food and 

return to the Bass Strait region to breed but there may be 

low recruitment to the breeding population which, in this 

long lived species, will not be immediately apparent. Also 

geolocaters may show that shearwaters spend less time in 

some areas of ocean indicating little food is available or fly to 

areas outside the usual range searching for food.  

VORG thanks the volunteers who participated in the 

shearwater geolocater survey, the management and 

research staff of Phillip Island Nature Parks and the sponsors 

to the VORG Environment Fund that have all assisted and 

helped with this research project. 

Spencer Unthank, Moorooduc 

Newsletter of the Victorian Environment Friends 

Network, February 2018 
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SRI LANKA IN STYLE 

We are sitting in an open-sided Jeep watching the elephant 

approach. The track is narrow so our driver has pulled over 

as far as he can. When the solitary male is about 6 metres 

away, our driver hisses, “Make no move or sound. This 

elephant is unreliable.” I renew my wish that I was not 

seated elephant-side. It fans out its ears and lifts its trunk 

high as it approaches. The Jeep rocks against its flank as its 

trunk enters to make a pythonesque examination of my 

person. I try not to breathe noisily. My friend Patricia tells me 

later that my expression reminds her of Wallace’s grimace 

when things go awry for him and Grommet. But as the 

elephant strides off, I realize this is another highlight of our 

Naturetrek tour of Sri Lanka. 

In January we joined fourteen like-minded individuals (all 

English but for a sole American who came off the plane 

exclaiming, “I didn’t vote for him!”). In thirteen days, we saw 

167 species of birds and 23 species of mammals. We had 

three local guides, all with excellent English. For every 

species of bird, mammal, reptile and insect that we saw, they 

were able to give three names: the common English name, 

the Latin and the Singhalese. 

Obviously there is no room to list all the birds. Highlights for 

me were Painted Storks, Crested Serpent Eagles, Brown Fish 

Owls and endemic species such as the Sri Lankan Blue 

Magpie, Jungle Fowl and Green Pigeons. We had close views 

of five species of Kingfishers, the Dwarf Oriental gleaming 

orange and purple like a sunlit opal, despite being in deep 

shade. I confess to a weakness for pretty birds and they 

certainly were abundant. Peacocks roam fields and casually 

display even on the edges of freeways.  

What is it about Woodpeckers that really catch my 

imagination? Perhaps because Australia is strangely lacking 

in these energetic acrobats. The Lesser Goldenback and 

Crimson-backed Goldenback (there’s a confusing name) 

Woodpeckers glowed against tree trunks, as did Indian 

Paradise Flycatchers, trailing their elegant tails. We saw 

white male Flycatchers and also several of the bright 

chestnut phase. Rather like Gouldian Finches, this species 

has different coloured individuals. Scarlet Minivets, three 

species of Bee-eaters, White-rumped Shamas, Indian Rollers, 

Coppersmith Barbets and Black-headed Orioles all gave us 

glittering views, just to name a few. More subtly, a Pied 

Thrush and an Indian Pitta stood quietly under shrubs in 

Kandy’s botanic gardens. 

We didn’t have to go on midnight rambles to see Sri Lanka’s 

wonderful owls. Our guides knew their favourite perches. We 

stopped off in one village where two enthusiastic teenagers 

guided us to views of Indian Scops Owls, Jungle Owlets and a 

stately Brown Wood Owl, all perched in village gardens or 

nearby. On a previous visit, our guides had noticed the boys 

were curious, so now pay them a small sum to spot for us. 

The boys have become enthusiastic guardians of their owls, 

have educated the locals and have successfully campaigned 

for their various tree perches not to be felled. 

Sri Lanka’s leopards are the biggest in the world, having 

filled the ecological niche that tigers do in other Asian 

countries. Our group saw three magnificent specimens on the 

day of my elephant visitation.  

On the last day but one, we took to the sea and had a close 

encounter with a Blue Whale. Sri Lanka has a resident  

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher. Photo from kabsteve/flickr 

  

Indian Paradise Flycatcher, white male. Photo by Abhinov R;                      

Brown Fish Owl. Photo by jaqueserard;                                                           

 

Sri Lankan Blue Magpie. Photo from Adventure Birding Sri Lanka 

 

Green Imperial Pigeon. Photo from Adventure Birding Sri Lanka 

population of about 70 Blue Whales whose numbers are 

swelled by migrating Blues over November-March. We also 

saw Spinner Dolphins doing their amazing corkscrew leaps, 

two Leatherback Sea Turtles mating and an Olive Ridley 

turtle with its strange humped profile. So there were plenty 

of wonders to be enjoyed, as well as the glory of Sri Lankan 

birds.  

Gillian Barnett, Dromana 
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INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 

These reports, some from Birdline Victoria, are not authenticated records. Researchers are advised to check with the 

observers before citing. Please report your sightings, for example arrival and departure dates of migrants, to Val Ford: 5981 

1445 or fordandreid@gmail.com 

  

Happy ending 

Cameron my youngest son and his friend Jack rescued this 

Pied Cormorant at Mornington pier, near the Yacht Club, so a 

happy ending. But first the bird had to be caught.  

The boys discovered trying to approach the bird directly 

wasn't working, however Cam quickly realised that the bird 

stayed still if he pretended to take photos of it by holding his 

phone camera in front of his face. This technique allowed 

Cam to get with an arm's reach where he quickly grabbed 

the bird. 

To remove the lure Cam first lodged his finger across the 

back the birds beak, apparently it was quite painful as 
the cormorant was biting down quite hard as you can see in 

one of the photos he got a few wounds for his effort. 

Then a passing elderly man assisted Cam by cutting the hook 

with pliers in two places so Cam could easily slide the 

remaining barb out of the birds tongue. 

 

  
Photos by Cam and Jack 

 

Interesting that even after lure was removed the bird was 

keen to go over and try and eat it again, just goes to show 

the importance of people picking up their stuff/rubbish or 

even make an effort to pick other people's mess up. 

 

Hansi Wegner, Mt Martha 

 

Date Species  Location Comments Observer 

12.5.18 Giant Petrel                                   

Shy Albatross                                      

Black-browed Albatross             

Fluttering Shearwater                   

Hutton Shearwater                 

Short-tailed Shearwater 

Cape Schanck A 2.5hr sea watch from 3.20pm generated six sightings of 

immature Giant-Petrels one of which was close enough to see 

bill colour suggesting Southern Giant Petrel. 

Richard Hook   

 

18.5.18 Cape Barron Goose (22) Tyabb On east side of McKirdys Road, opposite AGS.  John Harris 

21.5.18 Gang Gang Cockatoo (8) Coolart  Also recorded at Coolart: 1985/86, April and May 1990.  Val Ford et al 

22.5.18 Pied Currawong (3) Rosebud In trees near Jetty Road. Imants Niedra 

22.5.18 Galah (leucistic) Capel Sound In the Village Glen. Jeanette Marshall 

May 18 Powerful Owl (2) Mt Martha Heard and seen on Citation hill (below Citation Oval). Nathan Litjens 

22.5.18 Yellow-tailed Black-Cock’oo (13) Capel Sound  Flew over our villa at Village Glen. Marianne Punshon 

27.5.18 Black Falcon (1) Tyabb At the Tyabb Marina end of Bungower Road. Keith Caldecott 

4.6.18 White-headed Pigeon (1) Tootgarook Feeding on olives. Peter Barrett 

6.6.18 White-plumed Honeyeater (1) Capel Sound First time recorded at the Village Glen. Val Ford 

6.6.18 Pied Currawong (8) Mt Eliza In our backyard. A pair has visited over the last few months. Julia McCarthy 

7.6.18 Gang Gang Cockatoo (3) Mt Martha In the car park at Balcombe Creek. Keith Caldecott 

12.6.18 Common Bronzewing (40+)   

Golden-headed Cisticola (1)  

Red-browed Finch (50+) 

Hafey Way Langwarrin This is quite near where we have moved to. It is a new estate 

with large building blocks. 

Max Burrows 

14.6.18 Swift Parrot (1) Mt Martha In Dominion Drive; flew very fast in front of car.  Keith Caldecott 

17.6.18 Brown-headed Honeyeater (12) Hastings Foreshore Reserve At Jack Babbington Park. First time seen at this location S & S King 

18.6.18 Bassian Thrush (1) Mt Martha Seen in our garden two days in a row. Lyn Murdoch 

20.6.18 Yellow-tailed Blck-Cock’oo (100) Frankston In pine trees where Peninsula Link passes under Skye Road. Rosalba Catena 

26.6.18 Southern Boobook (1) Cape Schanck At 10pm at 123 Cape Schanck Road. Stuart Cousland 

16.7.18 Tawny Frogmouth (2) Mornington, Tanti Avenue Pair low down in gum tree in car park of dentist. Steph Wakefield 

17.7.18 Barn Owl (1) Mornington A dead Barn Owl was seen near the shire office. Per Max Burrows 

17.7.18 Southern Boobook (1) Portsea Found dead on Portsea golf course. Bob Dunball 

3.8.18 Yellow-tailed Blck-Cock’oo (40) Langwarrin Seen in Hafey Way. Max Burrows 

6.8.18 Sacred Kingfisher (1) Safety Beach On a low branch in Bruce Road. Andris Niedra 

mailto:fordandreid@gmail.com
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Village Glen birding 

Leucistic Galah  

Jeanette Marshall photographed a “rather anaemic Galah”. 

The pale colouring was due to leucism and has been 

observed in many bird species. 

Nankeen Night Heron and Tawny Frogmouths  

Five birders enjoyed walking in very pleasant weather on the 

August bird walk. The birding was fantastic with forty-eight 

species ticked off.   

The highlights were a Nankeen Night Heron in a cypress tree; 

two Tawny Frogmouths in a pine tree; a Great Egret looking 

statue-like on a balcony; five Australian Wood Ducks in a 

eucalypt with three more on top of a boundary fence below; 

a Nankeen Kestrel flying over our heads; good views of 

Swamp Harriers and Black-shouldered Kites and the Black 

Swan on a nest in the swamp at the back of the golf course.  

An excellent morning’s birding. 

Val Ford, Capel Sound 

 

 

Pelican Little Egret association 

Just after dawn, a small group of Australian Pelicans were 

feeding very close to shore in a tight-knit pack. Surrounding 

them was a looser group of Little Egrets, seemingly picking 

off whatever was escaping from the voracious pelicans. I sat 

fascinated as I watched this scene for 20 minutes, then 

realising it might go on for a while, returned to my tent to 

grab my camera. A couple of images from the time remind 

me of this wonderful experience of watching the synergy 

between the two species. 

Oddly, there was a solitary Great Egret standing in the 

shallows some 30-40 metres from the commotion but it did 

not get involved. It was only after the pelicans started to 

break up their tight feeding pattern and the Little Egrets 

seemed to have had their fill that the Great Egret finally 

wandered over to see what the fuss was all about. By then 

the trap for the fish had broken down so there wasn’t much 

for the Great Egret to gain from. 

This was such a beautiful sight with the early morning light 

highlighting the clean, white plumage of these interesting 

birds. The setting of where they were feeding was the wide 

estuary next to the caravan park at Weipa.  

I had gone there primarily to see the frigatebirds come into 

roost in the huge paperbarks on mining land behind the 

town. What a sight they are, those majestic, wide-winged 

birds floating effortlessly in from the coast to join in a 

spiralling mass of over a hundred Greater and Lesser 

Frigatebirds. What an amazing sight. I had only ever seen 

these birds in twos or singly, so to see them in their 

hundreds was fantastic. When they left the roost the next 

morning, it was just as good a buzz. If you get anywhere 

near Weipa, it is worth the drive to see this spectacle and 

observations like the pelican and egret interaction become a 

bonus. 

Roger Standen, Mt Eliza  

Leucistic Galah. Photo by Jeanette Marshall 

Little Egrets picking up the scraps left from the Australian Pelicans.                

Photo by Roger Standen 

 

Beach and wetland walk at Point Leo  

Last Wednesday, 20 June, I had an amazing walk at Point 

Leo and in the wetlands and behind the surf club. Saw four 

different types of honeyeaters; Spiny-cheeked, Yellow-faced, 

White-eared and female Crescent Honeyeaters. I’ve seen the 

first three honeyeaters here before but the Crescent 

Honeyeater was a first for me here. I had only seen them in 

Tasmania before. 

The two Crescent Honeyeaters were flying very actively with 

a number of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and Grey Fantails. 

There were also Superb Fairy-wrens, Eastern Yellow Robin 

and Little Wattlebirds in the same area.  

The wetlands are part of Point Leo Reserve between the non 

powered camping sites and the playground. There’s a path 

which goes from the playground to one of the amenities 

blocks for the campground, usually a source of interesting 

birdlife. The wetlands are ephemeral, part of it is open and 

part of it treed.  

In my beach and wetland walk last week I saw thirty-four 

different species in about one and a half hours. I’d be happy 

to show you the area or possibly lead a Wednesday BirdLife 

walk around Point Leo. The boardwalk is now open all year 

with wire on it. 

Philippa Hoskin, Point Leo 
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Kakadu delights 

And in the far north of Australia the weather be hot, dry and 

sweltering... Yet the bird life persists in spectacular fashion. 

Jabiru and Sea Eagles in abundance on Corroboree Billabong. 

Comb-crested Jacana cruising across lily pads at Anbangbang 

Billabong. Alongside a multitude of Magpie Geese, egrets and 

Plumed Whistling-Ducks, and a family of wild pigs and water 

buffalo amongst the lilies. 

Teams of Rainbow Bee-eaters hawking for bugs and bees at 

Wangi falls. Sacred Kingfishers perch overlooking Yellow 

Water Billabong as crocodiles eat Barramundi feasts. 

Rocky escarpments with overhangs covered in rock art. Bush 

alight as the dry season burning continues and the firebirds 

(Brown Falcons) sweep in all around the margins for their 

easy meal. An escaping feast of lizards, beetles and bugs, or 

to pick up a burning stick so they may start another fire and 

continue their plunder.  

And if you are the dedicated birder/twitcher many, many 

more delights await. 

Andrée Austin, Dromana 

 

 

Spangled Drongo at Rhyll 

I was surprised to see the report on Birdline Victoria, on 5 

July 2018, of a Spangled Drongo at Rhyll, on Phillip Island. 

The bird had been sighted near the corner of Waterloo Street 

and Beach Road. 

I could not go for a few days, but it was seen regularly, at 

least in the mornings, always quite near the corner. I decided 

to go looking on 7 July, and got down there around 8.45am. 

It was a fairly calm but quite chilly morning, so I kept 

moving, in order to look round the whole area, and keep 

warm.  

About an hour later, two more observers arrived, and luckily 

for me, one who had been there the two previous days, came 

back to where I was to say hello. He said the bird had been 

seen moving round those parts, but was most often in the 

foreshore and gardens just a little way from the corner. 

Apparently, it had not usually been sighted till around            

10.30am however this day it arrived a little earlier around 

10.00am. It seemed to like two trees in particular, having 

good exposed branches from which to capture insects.  

Other people arrived a bit later, and most had good views of 

the bird. Getting good photographs proved a bit more 

difficult, as it was a little gloomy at times, and the bird was 

very active. It often disappeared for short periods, moving 

back and forwards along the foreshore. 

A few people had been several times, and said the bird 

usually went elsewhere around lunchtime, and had not 

returned in the afternoons. At that stage at least, its habits 

later in the day were a mystery, despite some thorough 

searches by several keen observers. 

There was another record of a Spangled Drongo at Rhyll 

some years before, so it was exciting to have another turn up 

in the same area. 

David Stabb, Frankston  

Comb-crested Jacanas. Photo by Tim Van Leeuwen 

Spangled Drongo at Rhyll. Photo by David Stabb 

 

White-headed Pigeon at Tootgarook 

I’m located in Tootgarook and sighted what my bird book 

identified as a White-headed Pigeon. In my 40 years here I 

have never seen one before.  

The first time I saw the bird it was drinking out of our bird 

bath. I have since seen it feeding on olives on a tree next 

door on my fence line.  

Peter Barrett, Tootgarook 

 

Wonder and frustration 

I was sitting listening to Radio National's The Science Show. 

It was all about the Wonder of Birds (that terrific book by 

Jim Robbins). Suddenly a movement caught my eye. A 

White-faced Heron zoomed in and snatched my biggest and 

brightest goldfish from our pond. I raced to the back door 

and screamed obscenities at it at top volume. It sailed off 

with my fish. Then I remembered that it was the weekend, 

all our neighbours were probably home and thinking that this 

is how I speak to my husband! I shrank back indoors and 

settled down once more to the wonder of birds. 

Gillian Barnett, Dromana 
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Psyllid food supply at Langwarrin 

The Mahogany Gums (Eucalypt botroides) at Langwarrin 

Flora and Fauna Reserve have been hammered by psyllids in 

the Cardiaspina genus. These psyllids create a delightful little 

shell-like lerp from the unneeded products extracted from 

the leaves on which the psyllids feed. They are one of the 

true bugs that suck plant juices for their food but then 

convert the excess into a secreted honeydew that hardens 

when it comes in contact with the air and becomes these 

exquisite little shelters which are another of nature’s little 

marvels. Each psyllid species makes its own characteristic 

shaped lerp.  

The psyllid nymphs pass through five stages (five moults) 

and at each moult they withdraw their feeding stylus and 

insert it in a new site, generally still under the existing lerp, 

but sometimes moving and building a new lerp. 

Psyllids and their lerps (the covering) provide a good food 

source for many of our bush birds with pardalotes being one 

group that is known to utilise them quite a bit. I was thinking 

of this when hearing Spotted Pardalotes across the reserve 

on a walk in early June. Everywhere I went, the pardalotes 

were calling. How much they were feeding on the psyllids 

and lerps I do not know, but I was a bit surprised that there 

were not more birds among the Mahogany Gums to capitalise 

on the food source. The only honeyeaters I noted were 

White-eared, New-Holland and the two wattlebirds, but none 

of them were in numbers above the usual that can be found 

there. 

Probably less than 10% of the lerps appeared to have 

anything under them so most psyllids had already crawled 

out from under their shelters to moult into their adult form. 

Adults are winged (they look like a miniature cicada) and 

would have flown off to begin the breeding cycle over again 

so possibly the psyllid part of the food source had died down 

by the time I became aware of it. The other fascinating part 

to this tale was the presence of a tiny parasitising wasp that 

appeared out of one of the lerps that I had collected 

(emerging through a neatly cut hole in the top). The psyllids 

were not only a potential target of the pardalotes, but also 

from these tiny wasps. 

The most interesting thing to me was reinforcing the 

connections within the food chain of plants, insects and birds. 

Roger Standen, Mt Eliza 

 

 

Estuary alive! 

After the heavy rain on 10-11th May, the berm started to 

give way, but it was so high, it took a few days to wear right 

down, leaving the estuary with its mud flats still shallowly 

covered for a few more days. And it was teeming with 

waterbirds – clearly a rich food source. 

A couple of logs that had washed down the creek delighted 

the many Cormorants, both Little Pied and Little Black. 

Perfect fishing and roosting platforms! 

There were lots of Teal and Pacific Black Ducks; Eurasian 

Coots, and the ubiquitous Silver Gulls. 

An Eastern Great Egret caught, defended, tossed about and 

swallowed quite a few Black Bream while I was watching.  

  

Lerps of psyllids in the Cardiaspina sp.                                                       

A lerp with a neat exit hole produced by a tiny parasitising wasp. 

Spotted Pardalote, potential consumer of psyllids and their lerps.              

Photos by Roger Standen 

Push-me-pull-you bird, Royal Spoonbill and Great Egret.                          

Photo by Angela Kirsner  

 

The Royal Spoonbill was there, as it so often is, trawling the 

estuary floor. But for some days there was also a Yellow-

billed Spoonbill, a rare visitor to the Estuary, though more 

often seen some years ago, I’m told. While the species is 

widely distributed, it prefers fresh water, and is not often in 

estuaries or saline water. 

At The Briars, Sue Brabender says there were Yellow-billed 

Spoonbills in the wetlands several times last year and during 

March, a Royal and Yellow-billed regularly fed together over 

some weeks. But Royal Spoonbills are more often seen there 

as well. 

Angela Kirsner, The Creek, Berg Mt Martha Newsletter June 

2018 
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Little Terns - a complex mix of populations  

A recent sighting in Japan of a Victorian leg-flagged Little 

Tern (Sterna albrifons) piqued my interest and triggered a 

brief look at what we have records for in relation to the 

movements and origins of these birds. It turns out that it 

isn’t an easy task to unravel the different populations. 

Just looking at the sighting records, (provided by Joris 

Driessen who manages the AWSG Leg Flag Sighting 

database), shows that Victorian flagged birds have previously 

been seen in Japan in eight years, starting in 1999 and once 

in Taiwan around 2000. Many sightings of Victorian flagged 

birds have been seen in NSW and Queensland. A range of 

other sightings of birds flagged in other countries have been 

made between Japan, Taiwan, China and Australia. 

Twenty years ago, HANZAB (Volume 3) described what was 

known globally at that time as three, separate sub-species, 

with one, sinensis, occurring in Australia. As ranges of 

sedentary and migratory populations overlap in the non-

breeding season, it can be hard to fully unravel the 

populations, but within sinensis, there are understood to be 

three distinct populations: 

1.   Those that breed in eastern and south-eastern Australia 

are known as the Eastern Australian population. 

2.   A Northern Australian population (breeding in the Gulf of 

Carpentaria and east of Cape York Peninsula) and an 

3.   Asian population which can spend their non-breeding 

season in Australia (our recently sighted bird being one 

of these). 

What complicates the origins of these tiny terns is that the 

three populations can be represented at the same place at 

the same time. This can occur in Gippsland, 8,000km from 

where the bird seen in Japan recently had been flagged by 

the Victorian Wader Study Group (VWSG). Fortunately, 

though the Asian migrants and the Australian-breeders look 

much the same, they moult at different times so can be 

distinguished by banders and keen birders. 

There is still more to be unravelled about the Little Tern 

movements and population behaviour and the VWSG 

continues to colour mark these birds when the opportunity to 

catch them presents itself. All sightings of these marked 

birds add to a valuable database of movement and timing to 

help us understand these populations better.  

Ref: Higgins, P.J. & S.J.J.F. Davies (Eds) 1996. Handbook of 

Australian, New Zealand & Antarctic Birds. Volume 3: Snipe 

to Pigeons. Oxford University Press, Melbourne. 

Roger Standen, Chair, VWSG, www.vwsg.org.au  

Little Tern. Photo courtesy Wada Hitoshi,                                                     

the Japanese observer of the recent sighting 

  
Just look at me Joe. I’ve discovered one more way. I’ll hang by my claws 

and you hang by your bill; Look mum no hands or feet.                                 

Photos by Roger Richards 

 

Little Corellas having fun 

When you go down to the Hastings foreshore by Pelican Park 

Recreation Centre you encounter a large noisy flock of Little 

Corellas, in the trees, on the grass, on the electric wires or 

flying past en masse in front of the parked vehicles. Some 

cuddle closely in pairs on tree branches or street lights while 

others perform amazing tight rope acrobatics on the wires. 

They are generally sedentary with some nomadic 

movements. I have noticed Little Corellas for years in the 

general area, perhaps not in such large numbers as today. 

They have reportedly expanded their range into areas 

formerly occupied by the closely related Long-billed Corellas. 

Roger Richards, Somers 

 

 

http://www.vwsg.org.au/

