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FRIENDS 
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Issue Number 32 

 

Wow, this season has been extraordinary already, nests and chicks surviving 

in 40 degree temperatures, a chick removed from the beach then returned 
successfully, eggs washed out of a nest only to be retrieved and incubated, 
chicks fledging from beaches known for their poor survival rates; and most of 

this has happened before the start of 2018. 
 

The hot weather has bought thousands of beach goers to the Mornington 
Peninsula over the holiday period. It appears most of these people are happy 

to keep away from our fenced and signed areas so our little hoodie families 
can raise their chicks. 
 

Even so, all our volunteers have been kept very busy checking beaches, 
erecting management for nests and chicks when needed, and then keeping a 
watchful eye on the birds.  
 

Some volunteers visit the beach daily when the chicks first hatch.  
 

It’s starting to feel like the end of the season, not the halfway mark.  
 

The Parks Vic staff have been fantastic. I’m not sure how we would cope 
without the help of Theresa, Lee and the summer rangers checking beaches 
daily as well and assisting in setting up or removing nest or chick  
management. 
 

Already there are many interesting stories for the season, most are wonder-
ful, but for me the survival of a chick at Coppins beach is the most amazing. 

Coppins is the very small bay between Sorrento back beach and Sphinx rocks 
Portsea. 
 

When I visited it yesterday evening (Tuesday 29 January) I was greeted by 

three Hooded Plovers flying in over the water and landing only feet away 
from where I was standing - our eighth chick had fledged.  
 

To date six beaches have produced our fledglings so far: the first chick to 

fledge was at Miami Drive then two chicks at Gunida, one at Rye Big Rock, 
two at Heyfields, one at Koonya East and now one at Coppins. 
 

Of the eight chicks that have fledged, three have been flagged and banded. 
Kasun Ekanayake and Glenn Ehmke came down on December 6 to band the 
Miami chick white MD, and the two Gunida chicks - white KP (L) and white 
RY (R).  

White KP has been seen on the beach at Flinders and Gunnamatta in recent 

weeks. 
 

In October two adult hooded plovers were found dead within days of each 
other. The bodies were retrieved with PV permission, and necropsies  

performed. Both birds had nests at the time, which subsequently failed and 
both birds were replaced rather quickly and nesting has continued on these 
territories. Necropsy results showed one bird was noted to have had some 

neurological damage and the other had indefinite findings, as the body was 
not in good condition. 
 

We have had some visitors from the Bass Coast and Phillip Island: white BR 
(Bass coast flagged and banded 2016) has been seen on a few of our 
beaches, while female yellow 38 has visited Koonya and Heyfields and male 
yellow 40 has been seen at Rye (both are from Phillip Island, flagged and 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Miami juvenile, flagged MD, two weeks after fledgling. Photo by Mark Lethlean 
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banded February 2017). It will be interesting to see if they 

stay for the season. 
 

The start of the season commenced with two successful 
workshops held by Kasun at the end of October. A Hooded 

Plover workshop was held at Sorrento and a Red-capped 
Plover workshop at Pt. Leo; both were well attended.  
Unfortunately not many attendees have joined us on the 

beach. At least there are more people who now understand 
what we are trying to achieve.  
 

Our AGM was held on 26 October at the Commanding Offi-
cers house at Pt. Nepean. 
 

I’d like to thank the committee for catering lunch, those who 

attended and to Parks Victoria for such a beautiful venue 
once again. The weather was perfect and company good. We 
don’t often get the chance to socialise together very often. 
 

At the AGM we farewelled Elizabeth Grierson and thanked her 
for all her support and help while on the committee. 
 

In early January Andrée Austin organised a very successful 

Dog’s Breakfast at Pt. Leo. The morning was well attended 
and the RCP volunteers assisted on the day. Lots of informa-
tion was shared and children enjoyed the badge making. 
 

Jo Hansen organised three information stalls. These were 
held at Blairgowrie and Sorrento. Although we felt the first 

stall was rather slow, with the warmer weather and more 
visitors it was felt interest picked up markedly. Thank you to 
the volunteers who helped out on the days. 
 

BirdLife has produced a new booklet for all our volunteer 
monitors: “Threats to MyHoodie”. It’s a guide to identifying 
threats to the Hooded Plover and other beach-nesting birds 

in southern Australia. I have one for each beach volunteer 
and a couple of spares. I hope to have them all handed out 

soon.  
 

Parks Victoria has developed a new online volunteer system - 
ParkConnect. 
They hope it will be a useful tool in promoting and  

organising future activities for both existing and new mem-
bers.  Both Parks Victoria and FoHP will be able to use the 
system to recognise the outstanding achievements we make.  

 PV encourages you to visit ParkConnect, register, create a 
volunteer profile and join our group online. 
 

If there are volunteers reading this who would like to start 
monitoring one of our beaches please feel free to contact me 
hploversmornpen@gmail.com  
I am always happy to organise a beach trip. 
 

Diane Lewis 
 

Footnote: Three new chicks have hatched at two sites in the 

last three days. This weekend will be difficult for them with 
the predicted temperatures. 
 

E Week 2018  
 

Monday 19 - Thursday 22 March 
9am - 2pm 

At The Briars 
 

'Schools Environment Week is held annually at The Briars  
450 Nepean Highway Mount Martha.  

It is a week of activities designed to instill in children a sense 
that they can make a difference through living a sustainable 

life and contributing to a sustainable future.'  
 

Friends of the Hooded Plover will have a marquee there 
again this year. Please mark it in your diary, last year was so 
busy we feel we need five people each day. 
 

If you are able to come for a half day, full day or a couple of 
days please let me know. I will send out another reminder in 

a couple of weeks. 
 

Diane Lewis hploversmornpen@gmail.com  

White HD at 13th Beach. Photo by Andrea Dennett 

Looking quite handsome now 
 

White HD, banded at Gunnamatta, was photo-
graphed at 13th Beach on the Bellarine Peninsula 

on 17 November 2017. 
 

Andrea Dennett 

mailto:hploversmornpen@gmail.com
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Y31 at Somers. Photo by Geoff Hall 

Miami fledgling 
 

One of our dedicated volunteers on the Mornington Peninsula 
has a remarkable record. As many may know, the Mornington 
Peninsula had not been flushed with early fledgling success 

for many, many years. However, last year, Rosalba Catena 
along with a group of other volunteers managed the fledgling 
of the chick affectionately known as ‘Little Dude’ at  

Montforts, Blairgowrie. This Hoodie took its first flight on  
12 November 2016 and broke a long-standing pre-Christmas 
drought. 
 

This season Rosalba moved home and so moved her monitor-

ing duties to St Andrews, Rye. Remarkably she has backed-

up last year success with yet another. This time she recorded 
the first fledgling of the Mornington Peninsula that took place 
on 4 December, 2017 at Miami. The fledgling has now been 

flagged as White MD so watch out for this young bird that is 
likely to be kicked off its territory quite early as its parents try 
to nest again. 
 

First recorded fledglings at Gunida 
 

Amazingly two further birds fledged at Gunida, Rye on 6 De-

cember. This was not only another early season success but 

had been achieved from a territory that has never recorded a 

successful fledging since records have been taken.  
 

The threats are so massive and diverse in this region that for 
many years the average age of chick survival was only a mat-

ter of a few days. It’s hard to know what exactly contributed 
to this unexpected success but certainly the dedicated com-
mitment from the local group of volunteers has been a major 

contribution. The two young Hoodies are flagged White RY 
and White KP so again keep an eye out for them. 
 

Mark Lethlean 

FLEDGING AT MIAMI AND GUNIDA 

Miami chick: three and twenty days old and fledged and banded White MD. Photos by Mark Lethlean 

The inaugural ranger at Coolart, the late Graeme Pizzey,  

recorded Hooded Plovers on the beach behind Coolart at 
Somers some 40 years ago but until recently, they have been 
absent.  
 

The past few years have seen them return albeit in tiny  
numbers and quite sporadically. The first recorded sighting 
was in November 2014 when a pair (yellow flags Y06 and 

Y08 banded on Phillip Island in January 2014) was spotted at 
the mouth of Merricks Creek.  
 

An older bird (GMGO bands banded in 2012) has been a 
regular nester in the Shoreham-Point Leo area but paid a visit 
to Somers in August 2017 before resuming its nesting  

activities at Shoreham. 
 

More recently yellow flags Y39 and Y31 (both banded early 
2017) have been spotted. On 6 December I photographed 
Y31 near the mouth of Merricks Creek at Somers  
 

All these birds were banded on Phillip Island and appear to 
be using the Somers beach, particularly the sand flats at the 

mouth of the creek, as a feeding ground. 
 

Their reappearance after many years absence is a welcome 
sign. Perhaps we can look forward to some breeding pairs in 

the future. 
 

Geoff Hall 

REAPPEARANCE OF HOODED PLOVERS AT SOMERS 
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The recent history of Hooded Plovers breeding on the Rye 

ocean beach is very poor. There is no record of chicks  
surviving longer than 10 days on the main beaches and last 
year one chick survived for 28 days at the farthest west bay. 

This is over a 12 year period of monitoring. 
The successful fledging of three chicks before Christmas had 
us all jubilant. 

 

Gunida track nest  
 

The Gunida track nest was well positioned in the foredune, 

away from walking traffic.  
 

The Gunida chicks were the first to hatch. The parents moved 

the chicks around the rock ledges to feed in different places 
over the five week period.  
 

The adults were constantly on the lookout and the chicks 

would hide very effectively as soon as we were sighted. This 
would be in rock crevices or amongst the grasses at the edge 
of the dune where they became invisible. 
 

As the chicks grew bigger, we observed one adult  “on look-
out” on rocks around the point while the chicks and other 
adult fed on the rocks. This meant that the adults could see 

anyone/thing approaching from either side. Clever birds. 
The chicks were always between the two adult birds when 

feeding and they stayed close together whenever we  

observed them. They fledged on 8 December and we were 
ecstatic. 
We gave them the parents of the year awards. 

 

The Big Rock nest  
 

We fenced the Big Rock nest as it was on the upper beach 

where people walk at high tide. On 31 October we went to 
check Big Rock’s nest. It appeared that the surf had been 
right up to the grass and had washed out the nest. One of 

the birds was running around in the area then ran off so we 
inspected the nest sight in the vain hope of a nest or at least 
maybe a stray egg. It had all been washed out. 
 

We were stunned to find a new nest a couple of metres to 
the west of the old nest, a metre closer to the surf and sitting 
in it, neatly arranged, were three eggs. 

Had the birds saved their eggs from the surf and re-housed 
them? 
 

The next visit, the Big Rock nest had miraculously survived a 
week of extremely high tides. Our stoic birds have been  
sitting on the nest tirelessly. They deserve a win, despite the 

kestrel which hovers above the nest regularly.  
 

Three chicks hatched on 15 November and the three survived 
for ten days, a Rye record. One remaining chick survived to 

fledging on 20 December. Again the parents were very  
effective at hiding the chicks. You would have to consider this 

to be very special given the history of this nest. 
 

We put a sign at the entrance to the beach alerting beach 
users of the presence of the chicks and weekly updates on 
the permanent sign. 
 

SUCCESSFUL FLEDGING AT GUNIDA, RYE BIG ROCK AND HEYFIELDS EAST  

Gunida fledging celebration. Photo by Jo Hansen Big Rock chick fledges. Photo by Lois Greene Big Rock chicks, a few days old. Photo by Elizabeth Grierson 

Big Rock and Gunida chicks with Big Rock parent.  
Photo by Lois Greene 
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Peregrine Falcon chicks one week before fledging.  
Photo by Jeff Nankervis 

Heyfields East success 

 

Our two chicks were first seen on 27 November. Chicks were 
checked daily for the first week. 
 

On 3 December Diane Lewis received a call from one of our 
original volunteers, Malcolm Brown, to say he had received a 
phone call from a woman who thought she had rescued an 

abandoned chick. 
  

She had it with her in her car in the Heyfields car park. She 
wanted to know where to take it. Luckily Malcolm has had a 

lot of experience with Hooded Plovers. He asked her to take 
it back to the beach and place it as close as possible to where 
she had found it, then leave the beach. 
 

Diane immediately rang me (Lois) and I went straight down 
to the beach with John Franklin to check the chick had been 
returned and all was ok. 
 

It took some time to locate the chick. Luckily it was a falling 
tide and few people had entered the beach, we followed 

some footprints, which eventually took us to the tiny week 
old chick.  
 

The next day both chicks were sighted running from one 

sheltering spot to another. 
 

The decrease in dog numbers may be a leading factor in the 
success of the fledged chicks. Banners were placed at  

Heyfields entry track and Avon entrance. Permanent signs at 

three entries were regularly updated.  
 

We also spoke to the beach users about the chicks where we 
could. We always received positive feedback. The other  

leading factor was timing. The pair fledged on 30 December, 
two days before New Year's, always a worrying time with 
revellers. 
 

Malcolm Brown informed me that the last chick to fledge 
there was in 2010 so it is with great delight to see the chicks 

fledge after such a long gap. 
 

Lois Greene, John Franklin, Janece Alexander 
 

General observations 
 

 Fox prints were plentiful in the area as in other years. 
 

 Some dog prints were sighted but less than usual. The 

only dogs observed on the beach were during schoolies. 
The birds were bigger and very effective at hiding by this 
time. 
 

 All people we met and spoke to on the beach were            

interested and positive. 
 

 There may have been fewer magpies and gulls around 

than we usually see in January. 
 

 We had some extremely high tides during this time, as in 

previous years. 
 

 We had several severe storms, as in previous years. 
 

Why did these birds succeed this year?  We don’t know the 

answer to this but we are thrilled that they did. 
 

Lois Greene, Elizabeth Grierson, Jo Hansen 

Beach 16 (Heyfields East) chick takes off as parent watches. 
Photo by Lois Greene 

There is a nest of four fluffy chicks on cliff face, first cove 

west of Beach 16 carpark. Jo and I discovered them on a 
walk today, 25 October. The adult was very vocal on the top 
of cliff. 
 

Mark, it would take your big lens to get a decent photo of 
them if you can get down there sometime. We'd be happy 
to show you where they are. If you weren't a birder, you 

wouldn't realise they were even there!  
 

Lois Greene 

 
Apart from Red-capped Plover and Hooded Plover chicks 
and nests, generally speaking we are discouraged from  
taking images of chicks in nests. So I would probably photo-

graph them if I found them and happened to be walking 
past but shouldn’t really make a special trip to do that. It is 

always that balance between the value of the image for 

conservation purposes and the interference and disruption 
made by photographers trying to get the perfect image. 
 

It is sometimes a fine line. 
 

Mark Lethlean 
 

My photos of the Peregrine Falcon chicks near Number 16 
Beach, Rye were too blurred (distance/wind/no tripod/LACK 
OF SKILL) but Jeff Nankervis of Nepean Camera Club took 

some. He said the wind and distance compromised the qual-
ity of the shots but I think he captured the chicks well. I 
haven't been down to see them lately but I'm told all three 
fledged on 15 November. 
 

Karen Wootton 

PEREGRINE FALCONS NEST NEAR BEACH 16 
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Coppins Beach is a sheltered, rocky cove sandwiched  

between Sorrento Back Beach and Portsea Back Beach. It has 
high cliffs with a sandy beach, a large rock platform and a 
magnificent rock pool that make it very attractive for beach 

users. The beach is quiet for most of the year but beach  
sitters and walkers, fishermen, snorkelers, rock ramblers and 
dune climbers takeover during summer. 
 

The resident pair of unflagged Hooded Plovers has been 
regularly monitored for a number of years and their resilience 
and determination was noted with five nests last summer. To 

avoid disturbance, they had learnt to nest on a ridge half way 
up the cliff. Generally they had been successful with nests 
but chick survival was very poor and no chicks had been  

recorded past six days old.  
 

In early November 2017, Renae Haylock (PV staff) saw and 
videoed an uncoordinated bird at Coppins Beach. Sadly the 

Hooded Plover was found dead two days later. With  
permission from BirdLife I collected the body for an autopsy. 
The autopsy showed it was male with middle ear vestibular 

disease possibly due to an infection. It also had significant 
loss of pectoral muscle probably due to the neurological  
disease that made it difficult to fly or feed. 
 

The female Hooded Plover did not waste time finding a new 
partner. A scrape and mating with an unflagged partner was 
seen two weeks after the death. A new nest was found in a 

very similar location on the cliff despite the change of male 
bird suggesting the female had chosen the site. 
 

On 23 December, two very tiny chicks were seen on the 
beach. The parents had managed to move the chicks safely 
down the cliff and taken them along the beach to an area 
with lots of rock crevasses and some vegetation. Many very 

high tides and storms threatened the family. One chick  
disappeared after a couple of days but the remaining chick 
learned to hide and go up the dune to safety. With fencing 

and signage that was washed around at high tides it was a 
challenge to keep them safe. FOHP volunteers and PV staff 
visited the site daily to straighten fencing and keep people 

away from the roped area. The chick was seen feeding  
voraciously on all my visits and consequently has thrived to a 
plump close to almost adult sized bird. Without the assistance 

of fencing and regular visits I do not believe the chick had 
any chance of survival. 

 

On 23 January, Diane checked the progress of the Hooded 
Plover family. To her amazement the parents and juvenile 
flew in to their territory from Portsea via Sphinx Rock. Finally 

a fledgling and experienced parents on this territory.  
Success at last! 
 

Chris Willocks 

 

Coppins snippets 
 

This week, the Coppins chick has been seen wing stretching 

and taking small flights. The photo shows the area PV fenced 
off during the very hot weather. Inside the fencing there 
were plenty of places for the chick to hide.  
 

It was fantastic beach goers observed the signs requesting 
they don’t enter fenced area. 
 

Diane Lewis 
 
I was very excited yesterday to witness a 7 to 10 metre flight 

by the Coppins chick. It was a fryingly hot evening but all 
that melted away in the thrill of seeing the moment of  
wobbly flight. He's four weeks old and getting ready to 
launch himself into the world. 
 

Karen Wootton 

SADNESS TO SUCCESS AT COPPINS BEACH 

Coppins Beach fledgling. Photo by Karen Wootton 

Coppins Beach and Sphinx Rock. Photo by Chris Willocks 

Coppins Beach fencing. Photo by Diane Lewis 
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The Beach-nesting Birds team recently received a notification that someone was asking for help for what to do with this 

‘helpless chick’. The unknown person who posted this photo, likely assumed that this little chick was helpless as there 
were no parents around, and probably believed that because it wasn’t in a “nest” it needed intervention (don’t be 
shocked, it’s happened before). As you can see in the image, the chick was in a vehicle, taken from its natural environ-

ment. We don’t know which beach this little chick came from, we only know the region within South Australia. The local 
land manager called every vet in the region to see if anyone had handed in a little Hooded Plover chick. 
 

Unfortunately, the person who asked “what do we do with this chick” removed their post, so we couldn’t even offer  

advice or find out where it was from. Education for Hooded Plovers is key to their survival, even for those who have good 
intentions and want to help. We need to educate them in the right ways to help. Unfortunately we don’t know what  
happened to this chick, and will probably never know. 
 

The main thing to let people know is that you should never pick up a chick and if you come across one crouching on the 
sand, slowly retreat, watching where you step in case it has siblings. The parents will be nearby waiting for you to leave 
so they can go back to their chick/s. You may not see the parents but they will definitely be there, watching and waiting.   
 

Hooded Plovers Volunteers Facebook  

WHAT TO DO WITH THIS ‘HELPLESS CHICK’ 

After two ‘suspect fail’ reports from the Koonya East nest, it 

was an unexpected thrill to find a fuzzball zooming around 
the beach on December 10. The nest had been recorded as 
empty some four days earlier (though the parents ‘territorial’ 

behaviour raised some suspicions), making the chick around 
four days old when first sighted. Whilst the parents had kept 
their precious hidden and safe, Koonya is one of the busiest 

and most accessible beaches on the Peninsula, so we  
immediately got some signage in place at the car park track 
entrance and placed management along the mid section of 

the beach. This was the pair’s favoured area last season  
before their chick sadly disappeared at around three weeks. 
Apart from the large rock outcrop that divides their patch mid 

beach, there is a paucity of protection at Koonya East where 
steep dunes meet the sparsely tussocked beach, thus it was 
gratifying to observe (and read many Portal entry comments 
about) the chick using the shelters. Small actions can make a 

huge difference. Effective management is challenging at 
Koonya due to high tides that carve away great swathes of 
sand. 
 

There are often large crowds of people accessing Koonya 
East, and the family were usually sighted on the upper 

beach, close to the shelters. The constant stream of human 

visitors to the beach may have limited the chicks access to 

the lower beach and rock platform, with most of the  
observed foraging being on the dry sand, amongst the wrack. 
As with most Hoodies, the parents (VD and unbanded) were 

diligent and attentive, and were often observed leading, or 
flying at those who came too close. Multiple conversations 
about the Hoodie family were had with beach goers, with an 

overwhelmingly positive response. On several occasions we 
saw people reading our update sign at the top of the car park 
track.  
 

With each Portal entry we breathed a sigh of ‘chick sighted’ 
relief, as the family dodged and weaved amongst the swelling 
summer holiday crowd. At just over four weeks old our little 

sweetheart was observed wing stretching and performing 
some fluttery hops into the air, followed by a short, wobbly 
attempt to get airborne. Two days later, on January 10, Lee 

witnessed some competent and sustained flight and, ‘chick 
sighted’ became ‘fledged’. The sigh of relief became a group 
hug. 
 

These Koonya East parents did a fantastic job protecting their 
chick, with some assistance from us, and the provision of 
places to shelter. Multiple visits and observances from PV 

staff, Chris, Diane, Dylan, myself and others meant there was 

often a ‘presence’ on the beach (the chick coincided with the 
commencement of the summer rangers and Lee). As I write 
this the juvenile remains with its parents and a thank you 

sign flutters at the top of the track. Fledgling number seven 
we salute you and your tenacious (Very Diligent) parents.  
 

Karen Wootton 

NO FAILURE TO FLEDGE 

Koonya East fledgling. Photo by Karen Wootton 
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MONITORING AT POINT LEO/SHOREHAM ON CUP DAY 

Clare and I patrolled from Sphinx Rock to the Franklin Road area 

at low tide today, 12 November.  
 

The Franklin Road flagged pair were in line with their nest and 
with three great looking chicks! Whenever a jogger ran past along 

the water’s edge the chicks would run up into the grass and hide, 
and then come down again. We walked along the water, well past 
them, then turned around and I took a few zoom pics.  
 

Didn't see any dogs, but quite a few people walking or jogging 
along the water’s edge. One couple were sunbaking up in the 

dunes just outside the fenced off area (on the Portsea side).  
 

Near them, about 10m within the fences is that new nest we 
found on 9 November belonging to the unflagged pair. I've photo-

graphed it again; you can just see the black head. They did stand 
up for a second so we know they're both up there. Fences were 
still intact.  
 

Hopefully the chicks keep doing well. They seem pretty mobile 
and healthy. 
 

Dylan Shearsby 

A quick update on Red-capped Plover monitoring today with 

Linda and Rob Patrick, Casey Lee and Phillipa Hoskin. 
 

East Creek: The two chicks are still going well and nearly 2 
weeks old. They were within the open fence with their 

mother at the western end of the beach. 
 

Seychelles East: One female and one chick. Have missed this 

nest although were very suspicious that it was there. 
 

Seychelles West: One male and one female - new nest with 
two eggs. Have fenced although is low on the beach and 

probably won’t survive the 3.5m tides expected this week. 
Luckily the swell is still small. 
Talked with a family who had a dog on lead. Their young 

daughter was very keen to see the nest and birds so took her 
up for a look. When we later looked back we watched her run 
to a couple with a dog off-lead. They immediately complied. 

A great example of community pressure at work. 
 

Honeysuckle East: One female on nest; fenced. 
 

Honeysuckle West: Both nests in this area have failed how-

ever there is still a chance that  the west-

ern pair may have chicks in hiding. 
 

Hooded Plover: The wandering Yellow 39 
showed up on its own at Seychelles. In 

the last month it has been seen at Sandy 
Point and Balnarring. It is a bird that was 
flagged on Phillip Island earlier in the 

year. Its sibling Yellow 40 has been on 
the Rye back beach. 
 

There was a Sacred Kingfisher at the 
SLSC which is a rare sighting. 
 

Today being cup day the dogs were out 

in force. They were all in the Seychelles 
to Honeysuckle area. There were 17 dog 
walkers in total with 3 dogs on lead and 9 dogs off lead.  

Most were spoken too and most were congenial and  
compliant, thanks to the persuasive skills of the Patricks. 
 

Also Andrew Gibson has come to me with a great plan for 

sponsoring discount coffee vouchers. The idea being to thank 

then reward people who walk their dogs on lead.  
 

Mark Lethlean 

 

Red-capped Plover chick and Sacred Kingfisher at Point Leo 

NEW CHICKS AND NEST AT PORTSEA 

Hooded Plovers chicks and a nest at Franklin Road. Photos by Dylan Shearsby 
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The FoHP Mornington Peninsula is into its second year of 

dedicated RCP data collection and management. We have 
two main colonies of breeding RCP’s at Balnarring and Point 
Leo/Shoreham monitored by about twelve volunteers. 
 

In 2016 we managed to secure a Coastcare grant that  
enabled us to create RCP specific signage and purchase ropes 
and stakes for nest and chick management. We were also 

able to conduct several workshops to educate the local  
community and land managers and to enable us to recruit 
some local volunteers. 
 

For those unfamiliar with RCP monitoring, it is important to 
realise that they are not simply a smaller version of the 
Hoodie and I have to say that in, my opinion, they are far 

more challenging. Their breeding strategies appear far more 
adaptive and differ even between our two colonies. 
 

Balnarring: this is a slightly more isolated beach but  
unfortunately is also used for Racehorse training from dawn 
to 9am. We have good support from the local Foreshore 

Committee and are still in the process of exploring strategies 
that will enable both the birds and horses to co-exist. At the 
moment they are not permitted within 5 metres of the  
foredune but this means that there is still a lot of disruption 

to the soft sand for small foraging chicks. 
 

This colony consists of up to seven breeding pairs spread 

over about 500 metres. They generally have their nests in the 
Wheat Seagrass of the foredune and dune which means they 
are incredibly hard to find. It is not uncommon to suddenly 

find a couple of chicks on the beach which will then rapidly 
disappear into the protection of the dune. Making sense of 
territories or pairs in this environment is almost impossible. 
 

Point Leo/Shoreham: this is more your typical urban surf 
beach. It has wide flat beaches at low tide covered in washed
-up mats of various seaweeds and grasses. Not only are they 

at times very busy recreational beaches but they also provide 
a high density of food for an amazing array of shorebirds. So 
try monitoring a colony of breeding and feeding RCP’s on a 
75 metre wide beach covered in seaweed and accompanied 

by 100 Red-necked Stints, some Double-banded Plovers, and 
the occasional Ruddy Turnstone and Hooded Plover. 
 

These birds seem to be less communal in their breeding 
strategies and we have about eight pairs breeding over about  

3.5 km of beach. They will occasionally nest in the grasses of 

the foredunes but most commonly nest on the upper open 
beach relying on the camouflage of the nesting female or of 
the eggs themselves for protection. Our strategy for monitor-

ing these birds is to generally walk in one direction along the 
water’s edge to do a basic count but then to walk back along 
the high tide mark to check for nests. Unlike Hoodies, these 
RCP’s are adapted to busy beaches and the FID (Flight Initia-

tion Distance) for nesting females can be extremely small- 
sometimes only a matter of metres. Also, unlike Hoodies, 
they will perform elaborate distraction displays and rodent 

running to protect nests. Finding these nests is still an amaz-
ing challenge but a little easier than those hidden in the 
grasses at Balnarring. 
 

We have so far, to 6 December, had twelve chicks hatch from 

twenty-four nests  and with three chicks fledge. One of those 
fledged chicks survived on an amazingly busy beach with 

foreshore camping, surf schools and record high November 
beach days. It is one of the first times where I felt sure that 
our management was crucial in providing enough refuge to 
enable the chick to feed and survive. 
 

Our next plan is to start flagging some of these birds so we 
can better understand their dispersal, territories and breeding 

bonds. 
 

Please feel free to contact me if anyone is thinking of  
beginning to monitor RCP’s in their region.  
 

Mark Lethlean, markleth1@bigpond.com 
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Kasun and I had a very rewarding day on the beaches yesterday, 

22 December, banding our first Red-capped Plovers for the  
Mornington Peninsula. 
 

It was quite challenging to pick the best time to attempt our first 

banding exercise, considering weather, tides, holiday makers and 
where the birds were going to be. 
 

It turned out there have been some big tides and swell that have 
wiped out quite a few of the known nests including the Hoodie nest 
at Shoreham, which was very disappointing but not unexpected. 

Although the loss of nests reduced the number of birds Kasun could 
capture we were able to find a new nest at Seychelles West, was a 
single egg that had been caught in the tide but which the parents 
had rescued. It is now fenced.  
 

We managed to flag three RCP, two at Point Leo Shoreham and one 
at Balnarring. We were lucky to capture a male which is often quite 

difficult to do. It may not seem like many birds but it is actually a 
very good start (certainly better than none which was always a  
possibility).  
 

The bands are: 
Seychelles West: Female, Orange PL left / Metal right 
Seychelles East: Male, Orange SC over Metal right 

Balnarring East to 100m: Female, Orange ML left / Metal right 
 

So for those of you who are entering your observations on the  
portal; 

 females are flagged on the left leg while males on the right 

 initially the birds find the flags a little irritating and will often be 

seen pecking at them; they usually settle down very quickly. 

 the mnemonics; PL= Point Leo, SC = Seychelles (was best we 

could do), ML= me (sorry for the indulgence but Kasun put me 

under pressure and I didn’t have the option of an Andrew 
Browne or Geoff Hall for the Balnarring bird). 

 

Hopefully Glenn will be able to enter these birds into the dropdown 
list within the portal but in the meantime when you record these 
birds in the banding section then do so freehand. It is really important that even if you can’t 
see the engraving that you still enter orange flag on left or right and/or metal band on left or 

right. 
 

I know it will be another challenge to see these flags but I think they are pretty obvious even 

with the naked eye. 
 

For the first time we will hopefully be able to see how far some of these birds wander. 
 

If you have any particular questions then feel free to contact me. 
 

I will be away on my bucket list trip to Macquarie Island and Antarctica for most of January 

till the 10 February so I encourage you to keep up the data entries when walking the 
beaches and to especially look out for these birds. 
 

I have notified Jon Fallow at Phillip Island to also watch out for them. 
 

Mark Lethlean 

RED-CAPPED PLOVER BANDINGS 
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Sorrento 
 

A blustery and wet start to the day however the street park-
ing was nearly full when we arrived at 9.30 on 2 December. 

There was a steady stream of people throughout the morn-
ing. Lots of locals came out in the rain and a few tourists. 
 

While many people quickly walked past, we had chats with 

around ten children, giving out books, post cards stickers and 
badges. They were all delighted. We also had many very 
positive conversations with people including a lady who lives 

next to Shelley Beach and has been watching our Point King 
birds for many years. Again around ten adults stopped for 
chats, gave donations and bought pins and cards. 
 

We made a grand total of $70.80. I then called in to  
Antipodes and they had sold nearly all of our cards so Jane 
bought another eighteen for the shop. 
 

A big thank you to Lois, Jenny and Elizabeth for setting up, 
“personing” and packing up the stall.                                                                                                                        
A successful morning all around. It is fun. 
 

Jo Hansen 
 

Blairgowrie 
 

We had a very successful day on 13 Jan 2018, at Blairgowrie 
shops. Blue skies and sunshine until around 1.00pm. The 

street was filled with people and their dogs. I stopped  

counting the dogs at around 50. Our guess 

was several hundred!  
 

Most people greeted us warmly in response 
to our good mornings and many stopped for 

a chat. All were positive in their responses 
and many were interested in our birds and 
how they were going this season. A number 

of people spoke about seeing the birds on 
beaches, in particular Rye and Montforts.  
 

We handed out information to 18 adults and 
40 children. We sold 25 painting cards 
($100) and received $58.70 in donations. We 
were entertained by the dog’s antics, people 

preparing to go to the polo and the passing 
traffic of horse transporters and helicopters.  
 

It was go, go go! Jenny topped off the day by noticing three 
Richmond footballers and they graciously stopped for a photo 
with Lois which she sent to her Richmond fan grandson. 

A most satisfying day on all counts. 
 

Jo Hansen 
 

We had a fantastic day! We met some great people and even 
received donations from dog walkers. Footballers were a 
highlight but what about the woman who gave Jenny her dog 

to mind while she shopped at IGA! That was a classic. She 
did give a donation.  

 

We met some gor-
geous children, mostly 
on holidays, but they 

loved to stop for a 
chat. Forty children is 
40 "wing things", the 
books went down well. Absolutely great day, 25 cards sold is 

brilliant and the passing parade kept us entertained.  
Well done Jo, it was bloody fun!  
 

Lois Greene 

HOODED PLOVER INFORMATION TABLE/STREET STALLS 

Y 38 at Hutchisons Beach, Phillip Island.  
Photo by Jon Fallaw 

Y 38 at Sierra Nevada Rocks.  
Photo by Mark Lethlean 

Dog walkers outside the stall.  
Photo by Jo Hansen 

Lois with Richmond footballers.  
Photo by Jenny Griffiths 

Yellow 38 at Sierra Nevada Rocks  
 

We sighted Yellow 38 at Sierra Nevada Rocks at Point Nepean 
on 8 December. This was my first sighting for this bird on the 

Mornington Peninsula. 
 

It was banded as a juvenile at Hutchisons Beach Phillip Island 
on 17.2.2017. 
 

Mark Lethlean 
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BASS COAST HOODIES ARE OFF TO A FLYING START 

The Red-capped Plover splinter group was invited to run a 

stall at the Walk for Western Port event. This was held by the 
Dolphin Research Institute at Hastings on October 22.  
 

We were grateful for the protection the marquee offered 

from heavy rain, but it didn’t stop the wind from gusting 
through! The wild weather created a disappointing turn-out.  
 

Still, those who did complete their walks on the Hastings 
foreshore or from Warringine Reserve, were keen to chat 
about Western Port’s wildlife and to look at the various exhib-

its, while the children made badges, had their faces painted 
by a fairy, or watched the magic show. It was encouraging 
that some remembered the Hooded Plovers from our E-week 
event at The Briars. 
 

A pity about the weather, but it was good to meet lots of 
people who are passionate about keeping Western Port 

healthy. Peter, from Willum Warrain Aboriginal Association, 
told how after Europeans arrived, the local traditional owners 
petitioned the government for the land where Cerberus now 

is. Although it was not valued by the white people, it, and the 
sea around it, was rich in edible plants and wildlife and satis-
fied all the traditional needs. The living was very comfortable 
there. Their request was rejected and they were eventually 

moved to Coranderrk. I’m not sure I have the details right, 

but it was a surprise to hear just how abundant food sources 
once were in this area. 
 

Hopefully, the whole idea of a large port at Hastings will be 
sunk! 
 

Jackie Tritt 

WALK FOR WESTERN PORT 

Jackie Tritt and David Roberts at the Red-capped Plover stall. 
Photo by Diane Lewis 

Some of the participants.  
Photo from Dolphin Research Institute website 

First fledglings for the season 
 

These two gorgeous chicks have made it. They've come from a small 
cove beach on the Bass Coast that has a sneaky resident fox that evades 

capture and a pair of Peregrine Falcons on the overhanging cliffs, and 
had many visitors over the hot weekend.  
 

These lovely juveniles are sporting white engraved flags HH and HR 

(flagged by Steve Johnson). Thanks to Pete Hudson for this gorgeous 
photograph. 
 

Hooded Plover Volunteers Facebook 



 

Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc. 13 January 2018 

Pied Oystercatcher nest 
 

On 24 October I didn’t find any Hooded Plover nor Red-
capped Plovers nesting but did find a Pied Oystercatcher nest 

with a single egg.  
 

The adult bird was banded so awaiting an ID and history 
from Australian Birds and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS).  
 

Last year we found two nests, one destroyed by tides and the 
other we saw destroyed by Little Ravens. At the time was 
quite traumatic. 
 

Mark Lethlean 
 

Encounter with Black Cockatoos 
 

Also the other day walked to Bushrangers Bay where there 
are two unbanded Hooded Plovers on territory. On the way 

back had a great encounter with a flock of about 25 Yellow-
tailed Black-Cockatoos; all noisy, destructive and curious. 
 

Mark Lethlean 

 

Always a challenge 
 

Today I checked Montforts and Koonya pairs. The world of 
the Hoodies continues to be filled with intrigue. Trying to 
work out who's who, and what they're up to....a challenge. 
 

Montforts: 3 adult Hoodies (including white CC) were happily 
co-habiting in a close grouping at the eastern end of the 
beach. There was no evidence of territorial behaviour whilst I 

was watching. Four Magpies were working the beach and, 
toward the west, a Nankeen Kestrel hovered above the 
dunes. There was no one else on the beach but someone had 

been there earlier with a large pawed dog. 
 

Koonya West: 3 adult Hoodies (including JZ) were on the wet 
sand near the car park access track. JZ's partner was not 

among them so I'm hoping the nest remains undisturbed and 
she is incubating. As the nest site is over the other side of 
the western headland I did not check it on this visit. 

There were no territorial displays among the three birds. 
 

Koonya East: The nest site is not being incubated so I guess 
it's failed. 
 

Initially one unbanded adult was seen on the wet sand and 
then the rock platform where it was joined by an unbanded 
bird from Koonya West. They were bathing together in a 

shallow pool when VD appeared, and, in a territorial display 
the Koonya East pair saw the unbanded intruder back into 
Koonya West territory. Clearly bathing with a stranger is not 

tolerated at Koonya East! 
 

Karen Wootton 
 

Hang gliders 
 

I monitored Point Nepean today, 1 November, and had a 

hang glider passing up and down the whole beach as far as 
CT Cove. He didn’t land within the Point Nepean reserve. 
 

This effectively scared all the birds off territory and made for 

a bit of a waste of a day. This would be a real concern if this 
were to become a more and more popular trend. 
 

It also goes without saying that individuals who were force to 
land may struggle to get out of there (especially on a rising 
tide) and it would be extremely difficult to rescue an individ-
ual who was injured. 
 

Mark Lethlean 
 

Totally agree this is very disturbing.  Chris and I see the hang 

gliders at London Bridge often.  
 

Two weeks ago one hang glider landed within 2 metres of 
the Farnsworth nest. The birds had moved right away. 
 

Diane Lewis 

SNIPPETS 

Pied Oystercatcher nest with one egg. Photo by Mark Lethlean Male Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo. Photo by Mark Lethlean 

Hang glider, Point Nepean NP. Photo by Mark Lethlean 
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Second Red-capped Plover fledgling 
 

The second RCP to fledge this season is from one of the  
busiest beaches at Point Leo, East Beach. I am amazed.  

Last year Glenn, Hannah and I watched the two chicks last 
only 20 minutes after hatching when Silver Gulls took them. 
 

I think it is a definite case where we can claim success  

because of our management (not despite our management). 
So congratulations to all involved. 
 

Our second chick at Seychelles east is also looking large and 

active and is difficult to distinguish from the adults; not long 
to go for that one also. 
 

Still plenty of dogs off lead. I managed to talk with one 
young lady who was very apologetic and compliant. Of the 
four I saw, three entered via the Seychelles access. I don’t 
think there are any dog regulation signs at this point. 
 

Mark Lethlean 

 

Beach checking 
 

I checked the Hooded Plovers on a few beaches on 25 and 
26 November. 
 

Pt King: no birds. 
Observatory Point: no birds (had an email from Russel Jo-

seph to say he'd seen a pair down there last week). 
Dimmicks: no birds. 
Koonya east: incubating, due to hatch approximately 15 De-
cember. 

Koonya west: HPs sighted. 
London Bridge: no birds. 
Farnsworth: new nest on upper beach with one egg. Moved 

existing fencing and signage to protect this nest.  
Franklin Rd west: both birds off nest and agitated, two mag-
pies in the dunes very close by. Due to hatch approximately 7 

December. 
Franklin Rd access: flock of 8 including TN, white BR, male 
(Bass coast 1/16) and yellow 38, male (Phillip Island 2/17). 

Sphinx Rocks: single bird seen. 
Coppins: lots of people on rocks and a few on the sand (it's 
schoolies week) 

One HP seen right at the end of one the first ridge. Lots of 
bobbing going on; I'm guessing it was on lookout duty and 
there is a nest up there somewhere. 
 

Diane Lewis  

Miami chick has fledged 
 

Birds were right up close to Rye Car Park East, people up 
there with dogs off leads at least two that we could see, John 
sent message to PV. 
 

Chick seen flying confidently this morning, 4 December.  
Parents staying close. At one point I watched as parents left 
the chick on the wet sand, both parents walked away up the 

beach onto the dry sand and seaweed. Moments later a  
Nankeen Kestrel flew right over the top of the chick, but did 
not see it, the chick had burrowed itself into the sand so only 

the very top of it was visible. 
 

Rosalba Catena 
 

 

Sunbaking in fenced area 
 

On 17 December, I visited Koonya East at 5.30pm. Chick 
sighted with one adult at roped area to the west.  
 

A couple were sunbaking and had their towels laid out 

against the western face of the rock outcrop, right in the 
middle of the Hoodies territory. I spoke to them and showed 
them the adult bird through my binoculars (by then chick was 

hiding).  
 

They were compliant and left the area but stated they had 
not noticed any signs (they had come from the main car 

park). As soon as the area was clear the adult Hoodie took 

the chick back towards the centre of their territory, near the 
now vacated rock outcrop. There was an adult bird (left or-
ange flag) feeding on the rock platform that divides the two 
territories - I don't know whether that bird belonged to west 

or east pair (couldn't read the flag). 
 

The chick looks very vigorous and is almost half adult size. 
 

Karen Wootton 
 
 

White CU at Flinders 
 

On the BirdLife Mornington Peninsula birdwatching outing at 
Flinders Beach on 13 December Hooded Plover White CU was  

photographed by Con Duyvestyn.  
 

Val Ford 

 
Nice photo Con, of CU on the Flinders Beach.  
 

This is a great sighting for us, It fledged from Harmers Haven 

(4kms south of Wonthaggi) on 31.3.17 where Steve Blume 
and I flagged it 11 days prior and this is its first recorded 
sighting since. We are delighted with this. 
 

Stephen Johnson, Bass Coast Hooded Plover coordinator  
 
 

Fledged at Point Leo East beach. Photo by Mark Lethlean White CU at Flinders Beach. Photo by Con Duyvestyn 
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Abused ranger says council needs to do by-law blitz to rein in rude dog owners 
 

Aggressive animal owners are abusing foreshore rangers, ignoring demands to rein in their loose dogs at on-lead 
beaches. 
 

A concerned ranger, who did not want to be named, has spoken out about a worrying increase in the number of 
pooch people flagrantly disregarding dog laws on Mornington Peninsula foreshores.  
 

He said not only were roaming dogs a danger to small children and wildlife, the owners were difficult to deal with. 
 

“We get abused quite regularly, we get laughed at, there are a lot of problems with people exploiting the system,” he 
said. 
 

“We want dog owners to be more respectful, more responsible; we want to make beaches safe for everyone.  
 

Before long, someone is going to get hurt by an off-leash dog that shouldn’t be, that is something I am really worried 
about.” 
 

He called on the Mornington Peninsula Shire to run a “by-law” blitz ahead of summer, with authorised local laws offi-
cers patrolling prominent hot spots and booking offenders for not having their pooches on leads or allowing them to 
stray into protected areas. 
 

“I firmly believe the only way you are going to have any effect on stopping this practice is to start fining people, hit 
them in the back pocket a few times and they might rethink their attitude,” he said.  
 

Just a couple of weeks with a compliance officer at each beach fining anyone with an off-lead dog would make a 
huge difference.” 
 

Recent shire reports show there is an ongoing concern in the community surrounding enforcement of regulations.  
 

In the recently adopted domestic animal management plan, one of the most talked about problems was the lack of 
shire action on errant owners. 
 

As reported in the Leader in September, on average there was at least one dog attack or “dog acting in a menacing 
manner” complaint every day. The shire did not respond to Leader questions about the number of fines issued, or if it 
would run a canine clampdown campaign. 
 

Jon Andrews, Mornington Peninsula Leader, November 7, 2017 

Even though it was an early start, the heat on January 6 was 

beginning to build. There’d been continual warnings in the 
press in the lead-up to this day, about the dangers of fire and 
heat exhaustion, so there was a disappointing turn-up of 

both people and dogs. The cooked snags lay unwanted, for 
the most part, and once the mysteries of the badge maker 
had been unravelled, a few badges were made for patient 

children. 

Still, Andrée ventured onto the beach to find people to talk 

to, and others followed her lead. They spoke to about 50 
beachgoers all up, enlightening those who knew little about 
beach nesting birds. A $20 donation was welcomed from one 

family familiar with the problems Red-capped Plovers face. 
 

In Andrée’s words, ‘I only saw one dog off lead at the SLSC 
end of the beach, with another seven dogs on lead. Dave 

saw about five off lead dogs up at Nelson St/Seychelles ac-

cess.’  
 

Her suggestions for next time for Pt Leo: six volunteers, two 
at each entrance to the beach with brochures, magnets and 

dog leads. 
 

Jackie Tritt 

DOG’S BREAKFAST, POINT LEO 

CALL TO CURB CANINES 



 

Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc. 16 January 2018 

Fleurieu beach-goers are being urged to leash their pets  

after two endangered Hooded Plover chicks were killed by off
-leash dogs within 24 hours last week. 
 

The flightless and vulnerable young were both attacked from 

inside their protected zone near the Victor Harbor Bowling 
Club on Monday, October 23. 
 

Birdlife Australia volunteer Gary Jackson was observing a 
hoodie pair with their two-day-old chicks when the first  
attack occurred. 
 

“I was very distressed by what I had observed, it happened 
so quickly, the dog bounded onto the beach and went 
straight for the birds and the chick didn’t have a chance,” he 

said. “For volunteers and council staff, months of hard work 
were undone in literally seconds.” 
 

Birdlife Australia, the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natu-

ral Resources Board and hundreds of local volunteers have 
been working for more than a decade to halt the decline of 
the species. 
 

Project officer Dr Grainne Maguire said killing a threatened 
species was in breach of wildlife protection laws and 
dog owners could face serious penalties. 
 

“Beachgoers must obey the prevailing rules and regula-
tions, particularly the leashing laws, as they are in place to 

ensure these deaths are prevented,” she said. 
 

“Sadly, the chances of an egg hatching and then a chick 
surviving to the age at which they can fly, a mere 35 days, 

are so low (less than three per cent), that chick death is  
considered the major driver of decline of the species.” 
 

Ranger in Charge of the Fleurieu and Willunga Basin Paul 

Unsworth said it was shocking and unacceptable that not 
one, but two, chicks were killed in one day. 
 

“There are less than 50 individual plovers left on the Fleurieu 

Peninsula…. for the future of this species, we implore all dog 
owners to familiarise themselves with the areas where the 
birds nest and always ensure their dogs are on a lead,” he 

said. 
 

Volunteer regional coordinator Elizabeth Steele-Collins said 

the Hooded Plovers along the Encounter Bay coastline 
needed about five per cent of the total beach frontage in 

order to breed. 
 

“We aren’t asking dog walkers to avoid this five per cent, 
instead, all we’re asking is that when they are near the 
fenced and/or signed areas, that they put their dogs on a 

lead,” she said. 
 

City of Victor Harbor Mayor Graham Philp said council  

inspectors had increased patrols around the nesting sites. 
 

“Council by-laws require dogs to be under effective control 
by means of a leash where signs and fencing designate a 

Hooded Plover nest,” he said. “Additionally, dogs are  
required to be under effective control on all beaches in the 
council area between 10am and 8pm during daylight savings 

time. Failure to comply with these requirements can result in 
an expiation of $187.50.” 
 

Emmalie Balnaves-Gale, Victor Harbour Times 31 October 

2017 

TWO ENDANGERED HOODED PLOVER CHICKS KILLED BY OFF-LEASH DOGS AT VICTOR HARBOR 

Miami beach west access track.  
Photo by Diane Lewis 

VULNERABLE: Two Hooded Plover chicks, part of an endangered 
species that has fallen victim to attacks by off-leash dogs  

at Victor Harbor recently. Photo: Supplied 

Koonya thank you sign.  
Photo by Diane Lewis 

Beach 
signs  

at  
Koonya 

and  

Miami  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – AGM 29 OCTOBER 2017 

Welcome to the 7th AGM of FoHP (Mornington Peninsula) Inc.  

I’d like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of 
the land on which we meet today. I would also like to pay my 
respects to Elders past and present. 
 

I’d also like to thank Parks Victoria for providing us with such 
a beautiful location for this AGM, and Rob Lewis for agreeing 
to be the returning officer. 
 

FoHP finished the 2016 breeding season on a high note. The 
Mornington Peninsula tied with Phillip Island with the most 

chicks to fledge in Victoria. 
Mornington Peninsula National Park (MPNP) recorded 13 
chicks fledged:  
5 at Point Nepean; 4 at Gunnamatta; 2 at Koonya west; 1 at 

Montforts and 1 at Fowlers, 
 

The juveniles have been moving around the beaches, some 

left the Mornington Peninsula. In April we received a report 
that 2 of the Gunnamatta juveniles (flagged NS and AD) had 
been sighted at Ocean Grove. A third juvenile (RH) from Gun-

namatta joined them in May. A Koonya juvenile has been 
seen at Portsea. 
It has been another very busy year. We now have a good 
numbers of members; some are monitoring the beaches 

regularly and others help with events when the call goes out.  
 
Monitoring 

Beach leaders have embraced their roles, communication has 
improved and sites are being checked regularly. 
Parks Victoria figures for 2016-2017 season note: 

 36 monitored sites 

 29 breeding HP pairs 

 158 identified eggs recorded 

 49 chicks hatched  

 13 fledglings 

 

Volunteer contributions:   
 3000+ portal entries   
 1300+ volunteer hours recorded   
 20,000+ kms. travelled  

 

Red-capped Plovers 
In October 2016 BirdLife held two RCP workshops at Pt. Leo. 
The first was for land managers and the second workshop 

was open to Public. The second was very well attended by 

local residents, who all attended the field trip in the after-
noon. 
Now local Western Port rangers, together with FoHP volun-

teers, have commenced monitoring and managing Red-
capped Plover nests and chicks. Data is being collected and 
management being adapted.  

New signage has been designed and available for volunteers 
and Land Managers  to use. 
Committees of Management manage many Western Port 

beaches, so all volunteers must be registered as BirdLife vol-
unteers to ensure they have Public Liability insurance cover. 
RCP figures for 2016/2017 season: 

 Nests 32 

 Eggs 59 

 Chicks 18 

 Fledged 5 

 
Grants  

A Coastcare grant of $4750.50 was awarded to FoHP to set 
up a Red-capped Plover project under the guidance of the 
BirdLife Australia, Beach-nesting birds team. This money was 

used to hold workshops, design and print signage specific to 
Red-capped Plovers and for temporary fencing equipment. 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Flexi grant - $1000 – brochures, 

magnets and BNB ‘ threats booklet” to be purchased. 
 
Education 

FoHP is often invited to provide educational programs to pri-
mary, secondary schools, and other local education events. 
This year FoHP attended: 

 What Bird is that? - Open public event at The Briars  

 Dromana College - Year 9 

 Tootgarook cubs group   

 Boneo markets.  

 E week - over 1000 children visited our marquee. 

 PV Junior Ranger program 

 Hands for Community day. 

 

Events for members 
Three walks over winter were well attended. Volunteers vis-
ited the beaches where Hooded Plovers are known to flock. 

Telescopes were used to identify orange tags.  

Conflict Resolution workshop organized by Parks Victoria 

for all members, was held in December 2016, This was well 
attended and all agreed it was most worthwhile session.  
Another session will be held in 2017-2018 season. 

Hooded Plover workshop was held in September. Meg Cullen 
from the BNB team presented this workshop. Again it was 
well attended.  

 
MPNP Annual Debrief  - was held by FoHP, BirdLife and PV 
on 21st April.  It was a full house.  

 Grainne Maguire complimented FoHP on its strong rela-

tionship with PV and BirdLife and its good management. 
Hooded Plover and chick management was reviewed.  

 The Deakin Research project, which some members as-

sisted with over summer, was also discussed. Results 

were published at the BirdLife Conference in May. 
 Grainne reported that Kasun Ekanayake is returning to 

the BNB team. His prior experience and knowledge will be 

very helpful. He will be our BNB point of contact. She 
noted in his prior years on the project, he was visiting 
MPNP at a weekly rate to gather data and mentor volun-
teers.  

 Libby Jude spoke of the PV lead up to the introduction of 

the 1 November 2016 dog ban and explained the benefits 
of the stringent 40 day program PV held patrolling 

beaches with additional PV staff.  
 
Biennial count  - was conducted in November. Mark Leth-

lean coordinated the count. All territories were counted  
including Pt. Nepean. Thank you to all members who  
volunteered to take part. 
 

National BNB Conference was held in South Australia on 
May 26 – 27. This was open to all volunteers to attend. Four 
FoHP volunteers and PV ranger Mark Pinney attended. 

 
Awards 
In December 2016 FoHP received a Parks Victoria Kookaburra 

Award for ‘ Conserving Special Places’. Pt. Nepean was the 
venue for the Award Ceremony This is the first award our 
group has received, it was my pleasure to accept it on behalf 

of all our members. It is displayed at the PV Offices in Rose-
bud. 
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Our group continues to have a strong volunteer base of  

committed people who give an extraordinary amount of time 
to keep Hooded Plovers on our beaches and give their chicks 
the best chance for survival. 
 

I would like to thank the committee for their dedication, for 
always volunteering for the many events we have, assisting 
with the catering when it’s needed and for their support. 
 

I’d like to acknowledge Vice-president and beach coordinator 
Mark Lethlean. He continues to spend most of summer on 

the beach and is always available to help check a beach, 
erect a fence or mentor a new member.  Mark is the driving 
force behind the Red-capped Plover project, liaising with local 
rangers and BirdLife, working to establish consistent dog 

regulations, mentoring new volunteers and monitoring many 
Western Port beaches. 
 

Jenny Griffiths our new Secretary this year. She has been 
very generous with her time. 
 

Jo Hansen our treasurer – getting payments out and keeping 

the books balanced is not the easiest job on a committee. 
 

Chris Willocks for continuing to take on the Education role.  
 

Lois Greene for taking on the role as Event co coordinator.  
 

Sue Guthrie for her help and support. 
 

Elizabeth Grierson has resigned from the committee due to 

other family priorities.  
 

Thank you for all your contributions over the year. 
 

Thanks to our beach leaders - Neil Shelley (Gunnamatta), 

Mark Lethlean (St Andrews - Boags), Lois Greene (Rye - Hey-
fields), Rosalba Catena (Koonya - Fowlers) and Chris Willocks 
(Portsea - London Bridge). Thank you for the mentoring you 

do. 
 

Also thanks to Renae Haylock and Lee French (the PV 
Hooded Plover rangers) for their enthusiasm, practical help 

on a daily basis, making themselves available to assist with 
HP matters, and sorting all equipment at the end of the  
season then replacing it into the ticket boxes.  

 

A big thank you always to Val Ford for producing an interest-
ing newsletter each quarter, which is shared across the state. 
 

Finally I would like to acknowledge all our beach monitors, 

for all the time they spend on the beaches, checking sites, 
nest and chicks or erecting temporary fencing and signage.  
Reporting problems, entering data onto the Portal and  

supporting each other. 
 

Diane Lewis 

A young Hooded Plover chick has been found dead after repeated attacks on its families 

breeding site at Robe.  
 

Friends of Shorebirds SE (FoSSE) Volunteers discovered the dead chick at Long Beach in 
Robe on New Year’s Morning, a devastating start to the New Year. 
 

The pair of Hooded Plovers locally known as the Long Beach Hoodies have faced incredible 
pressure on their young chicks during peak visitation to Robe between Christmas and New 

Year.   
 

For the last seven years, volunteers have been erecting signage and temporary fencing 
around nests and to provide a small refuge area for young chicks during busy beach days, 

with some success in chicks surviving to fly.  
 

This year however, vandalism over three successive evenings has had tragic consequences.   
 

Volunteers arrived at about 8am on New Year’s Day to check on the Hoodies and found the 
site had been vandalised for the third night in a row, with chick shelters smashed and the 
dead chick found nearby. 
 

FoSSE volunteer Cath Bell said: “At this stage we are unaware of the circumstances of the 
chick’s death, but it appears to have drowned. The chick was about 3 weeks old and more 
than half way to fledging. 
 

“Annual monitoring suggests that there are only about 100 birds left in the South East. 
 

“The needless loss of a chick for this species is extremely disappointing especially as it is a 
vulnerable species. 
 

“The beach-going public have responded well to our approach of ‘Sharing our Beaches’. We 
have been erecting signage and temporary fences since 2005. It is disappointing that this 

vandalism has resulted in such a devastating outcome.” 
 

Coastal Leader, 5 January 2018 

SENSELESS VANDALISM RESULTS IN DEATH OF THREATENED SPECIES ON ROBE BEACH 

Committee elected at AGM 
 

President:    Diane Lewis      
Vice President:   Mark Lethlean    

Secretary:    Jenny Griffiths 
Treasurer:    Jo Hansen     
 

General members: Chris Willocks, Lois Greene, Sue Guthrie 
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Saving Geelong’s Hoodies 
 

The City of Greater Geelong has just released a short video –
“Saving Geelong’s Hoodies’ which has been designed as an 

educational tool. It features Steve Smithyman, Nature  
Reserves Officer, (Our Local Hero)!  
 

To view this video, go to: 

https://www.facebook.com/cityofgreatergeelong/videos/
vb.179561632079584/1547675605268173/?type=2&theater 
 

Council has also produced a free A3 laminated shorebirds 

poster which is available from their customer service centres. 
 

Bellarine Beaches 
 

There's little good news to report along the Bellarine! 
 

The five pairs between Point Lonsdale and Collendina are yet 

to produce a chick which has survived more than three days. 
 

The new pair on the Spit at Ocean Grove are onto their sec-
ond attempt now, due in mid February. 
 

Two of the three pairs along 13th Beach currently have nests. 
 

With school going back next week, hopefully the beaches will 

be quieter and any chicks that hatch will have a greater 
chance at survival. 
 

The Barwon Coast Committee of Management  
 

The Barwon Coast Committee of Management (BCCOM) 
launched the "Share Our Shores" initiative last November, 

primarily to promote the respect, responsibilities and rights 
that are important in minimising conflict between different 
beach users and dogs. As a component of this initiative, the 
Centre for eResearch and Digital Innovation (CeRDI) at  

Federation University Australia has been funded by BCCOM to 
undertake research to better understand issues of beach us-
age, recreational use and environmental protection along the 

Barwon Coast. This research project seeks to gain feedback 
about peoples experiences of beach access in the local area. 
 

The data collected will form the basis of a strategic planning 
process and of a research report for Barwon Coast Commit-
tee of Management, and for the broader coastal community. 
The research really aims to capture the issues and under-

stand the views and ideas of people and organisations within 

the local community. 
 

The research will seek to better understand the size and  
profile of the local population, dog numbers and questions 
around compliance, environmental management and use of 

beaches. Community views will also be sought on what, if 
any, changes are needed to local coastal management  
approaches. 
 

The BCCOM website now provides an up-to-date map on 
current Hooded Plover nest sites on the Barwon Coast. 
 

They will update this map throughout the breeding season 
http://www.barwoncoast.com.au/hoodedplovers which 
means that locals and tourists can now check to see where 

the hoodies have nests prior to heading to the beach. 
 

Breamlea Beaches 
 

New Years Eve revelry goes to the extreme 
 

Smouldering embers, rubbish everywhere. That’s what faced 

the Surf Club patrol and volunteer, Julie Riley on Bancoora 
Beach on the first day of 2018!! 
 

Unfortunately the large ‘No Dogs’ sign at the entrance to the 

Bancoora Surf Club was missing and it was soon concluded 
that it had been completely destroyed in the fire on the 
beach, most probably started by revellers. 
 

Julie, along with Barry Hunt from the Bancoora Surf Club 
both reported the sign destruction to Council and Jeanette 
Spittle quickly responded. A new ‘No Dogs’ sign was erected 

as a matter of urgency by Steve Smithyman and his team, 
due to the presence of a chick at Black Rock and increased 
numbers on this beach during the holiday period. A greater 

presence of By-Laws officers was also arranged.  
 

This ‘No Dogs’ sign has proved to be very effective with most 
dog walkers being compliant.  
 

Concealment is their strategy 
 

The Black Rock pair have a chick – maybe two. Sightings are 

fleeting as this old pair are regarded as the cagiest around. 
The nesting site also allows for the best possible protection, 
from dunes to volcanic rocks and back again. The chick runs 

and hides in its favoured spot in the dunes amongst the 
Spinifex and Coast Rosemary and the parents clearly expect 

it to stay there. They sit there on lookout and Julie has  

observed them seemingly scolding the chick for standing up 
in full view! With the fledge date around Australia Day (plus 
or minus), we hope it obeys its parents and makes it through. 
 

The duneface of choice 
 

AY and unbanded mate from Bancoora 44W East have a spe-

cial dune, right next to the Black Rock pair’s territory. Such 
close proximity has caused tensions but there appears to be 
a truce at present. Their first attempt for the season was on 

the top of the foredune, in the same spot as last season, but 
this failed. They then tried a little further down the duneface, 
but due to high tides, this too was lost. They are still hanging 
nearby so we might expect a third attempt very soon!  

 

If first you don’t success – just keep trying! 
 

After nesting in or near Stingray Bay (46W access track), CP 

and unbanded partner nested at the toe of the dune west 
along Breamlea Beach, close to the 48W access track. Hatch-
ing was imminent when the eggs disappeared. They very 

quickly nested further east, near access track 47W but alas 
the eggs were gone just 48 hours after fencing was erected.  

BELLARINE/BREAMLEA HOODIE NEWS 

Bancoora Beach looking towards Black Rock. 
Photo by Jane Morrow 

https://www.facebook.com/cityofgreatergeelong/videos/vb.179561632079584/1547675605268173/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/cityofgreatergeelong/videos/vb.179561632079584/1547675605268173/?type=2&theater
http://www.barwoncoast.com.au/hoodedplovers


 

Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc. 20 January 2018 

In December, the 50W unbanded pair also decided to give 

the toe of the dune a go, after years of favouring two blow-
outs past 50W access track. Two eggs went down to one and 
then it disappeared. The likely suspects are magpies. They 

nested again very quickly but just like the other Breamlea 
pair, the nest was soon gone. Their latest scrape (without 
eggs), near the previous attempt but higher at the toe of the 

foredune, was in a vulnerable spot because of people intrude 
into the area and settle. Julie found the scrape shortly after, 
covered in human footprints. Can’t wait for the school  

holidays to end! 
 

Surfcoast Snippets 
 

Pt Impossible Bird Sanctuary trial 
 

The Great Ocean Road Coast Committee (GORCC) has com-
menced a one year pilot of a dog on lead only “Shorebird 

Protection Zone”, stretching from the Thompsons Creek river 
mouth to the Point Impossible Nude beach carpark access 
track. This project seeks to address community concerns over 

the impacts of dogs and horses on shorebird habitat. There 
have been no dog restrictions in this area and horses are 
allowed with permit conditions. The aim is to measure and 

reduce the impact of dogs and  horses on shorebird habitat 
whilst educating the community in shorebird conservation. 
‘Hamish the Hoodie’ will still be a feature on their ‘Save the 

Hoodie’ signs.  
 

 

Chicks on the Surf Coast! 
 

At Hutt Gully,102W, WT and unbanded have two chicks.  
 

First time parents, XS and unbanded have one remaining 

chick at Aireys Inlet. XS was a fledgling from Bancoora 44W 
East in February 2015. 
 

Other nesting news 
 

Both pairs at Point Roadknight 95W and 96W have unfortu-
nately had nest failures in the early new year. However, both 
currently have new nests.  
 

‘Closure’ for the Nudist pair 
 

After 38 days incubating a single egg at the Point Impossible 

Nude Beach, Jan Lierich reports that “under instruction from 
the BNB team, egg was taken from nest…”  
 

Interestingly, two other eggs were observed outside the nest 

in early December. Evidently all were unviable.  
 

Floater Sightings 
 

Sue Guinness sighted NS white band right leg at 100W -
102W The Gulch, Guvvos beach, Hutt Gully on 4 January, 
2018. This is one of last season’s triplets from Gunnamatta 

on the Mornington Peninsula.  
 

Julie Riley noted that a left leg metal band bird has again 
been sighted at Black Rock and Bancoora Beach on 16 Janu-

ary 2018.  Could this be the second nudie chick that fledged 
from Pt Impossible and banded by Tom Schmidt? If so, it’s a 

female. The first chick (with transmitter) from the Nude 

Beach was sadly lost. The Black Rock pair were not happy 
with this interloper hanging around their chick but AY and 
unbanded partner from the nearby Bancoora site, being very 

social birds, have happily welcomed it into the fold. 
 

Andrea Dennett, Friends of the Hooded Plover, Bellarine 

Julie Riley and Jennie Turner, Friends of the Hooded 
Plover, Breamlea 

Mallacoota Hooded Plovers 
 

When visiting Mallacoota I was impressed with this sign beside the boat ramp and thought it was interesting that 
a group from Mallacoota should have sponsored the sign from artists as far away as Kangaroo Island. The 

Hooded Plovers must have a wide circle of friends. 
 

I'm sorry the sign is a bit fore-shortened but like most of these signs it is on an angle so is difficult to photograph 

unless one has a ladder.  
 

The wording on the sign says "Artwork by Yvette Halloran, Lara Tilbrook and Kiri Godfrey-Beckwith, Kangaroo 
Island, inspired by the photography of Glenn Ehmke, Birdlife Australia. This sign was made possible by Friends of 

Mallacoota through a grant from DELWP." 
 

Alison Jones 

Save the Hoodie sign at the Nude Beach, Pt Impossible.  
Photo by Jennie Turner 
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Part 1: December 2016 
 

It’s been an extremely tough season (2016-17) for Beach-nesting Birds in Australia with storms pounding 
the south-east coast mercilessly for months now. Only 2 chicks have fledged in Victoria and South Australia 

combined to this point, an all time low since monitoring began in earnest well over 10 years ago.  
 

Koonya Ocean Beach in the Mornington Peninsula National Park is one beach that always has something 
going on though. It’s prime habitat for two pairs of Hoodies and the eastern pair has already had chicks 

this year (they sadly lost their last chick at around 4 weeks of age). 
 

The beach is monitored several times a week and strangely there are no birds to be seen on the western 
territory. The territory has always been occupied by a breeding pair and they are generally prolific nesters. 

But this year there has been no sign of a nesting. Sometimes one of the two is seen foraging at the waters 
edge, but never both. Both birds in this pair are have colour leg flags and have been on this territory for 
several seasons, so they are well known. The male "JZ" is actually a bit of a legend and is about to turn 20 

- an unbelievable age for such a small bird! Everyone suspects something is going on, but no-one can es-
tablish what. It’s a real mystery. 
 

Then on new years eve 2016 local volunteer Chris Willocks comes across a bird in a dune blowout midden 

in an extremely remote and rugged part of the park atop a huge cliff between Koonya Beach and the Bay 
of Islands. Chris has found plenty of nests in her time and knows these birds don’t usually hang out so far 
from the water. Something is definitely up. Carefully tracking prints in the huge sand dune midden she 

quickly finds a beautiful nest scrape with 3 eggs in it. But it’s ‘miles’ from the beach atop a cliff. 
 

These birds almost always nest close to the water as this is where they need to take their chicks once 
hatched to feed. How on earth will they get their chicks down to the beach once they hatch?…These birds 

almost always nest close to the water as this is where they need to take their chicks once hatched to feed. 
How on earth will they get their chicks down to the beach once they hatch?… 
 

Because these birds are so territorial and there is no shoreline anywhere else nearby, everyone knows the 
birds will take their chicks down to Koonya West beach. But being literally the new years holidays, the 
beach is going to be ridiculously busy when they get there! 
 

But rangers and volunteers what to do. Years of adaptive management, research and monitoring by the 
national Beach-nesting Birds program in conjunction with universities, government departments and com-
munity groups and experts, have resulted in an arsenal of ways to help these threatened birds. 
 

As effective as these managements are however, they are extremely time-critical. Once hatched the chicks 
are so vulnerable that everything must be in place or they will probably perish within hours given the likely 
Xmas rush of people heading to the beach. It’s just imperative to know when the nest will hatch in this 

case. Usually this information is known because of the amazing monitoring volunteers and rangers do. If a 
nest is found during egg laying, the hatching date can be accurately estimated. However in this case the 
unusual location of the nest means that no-body knows when it was laid. This nest could have been there 

for 3 days or 3 weeks. The chicks could hatch tomorrow or in 3 weeks! 
 

The following day researchers carefully float the eggs to estimate the hatching date. Egg floating is a long-

THE KOONYA WEST TWO 
 

A typical story of survival for two Hooded Plover chicks 

Nest with three eggs in dune blowout. 

Its ‘miles’ to Koonya West beach. 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/beach


 

Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc. 22 January 2018 

used technique for establishing egg hatching dates usually yields dates to within a few days accuracy. Of 

course handling eggs, or even approaching a nest is strictly controlled and requires trained personnel and 
special permits. If you do ever see a nest, chicks or injured bird, contact rangers or BirdLife Australia and 
they will know who to call for a response. 
 

In this case the float reveals that the eggs are less than a week from hatching. Management must be ready 
to go immediately! 
 

Hatching 
 

By January 6th everyone knows hatching is imminent and the beach is being checked twice per day. Chris 

checks the nest area and find no birds. Have they hatched? Has the nest been predated by a Magpie, Fox, 
Snake, Lizard or one of the multitude of other threats in the dunes? or have the chicks hatched and been 
eaten or crushed already? People immediately check the beach to see if the family has come down there but 

find nothing. It’s not a good sign. 
 

But after 24hrs or so of absence (probably being brooded by parents most of the time), the family is seen on 
the beach on the 7th! All 3 chicks (no more than 10 grams each) are alive and well and have made the huge 

trip down the steep cliff, probably tumbling down the steep cliffs in some parts, and are sheltering on the 
western corner of the beach. 
 

There is really only one pathway down to the beach and it is often used by people. Fortunately the family 

manage to avoid any traffic on their trip down - maybe they made the trip at night?  
 

This will be the first chance the chicks have had to feed since they hatched and they must find food immedi-
ately away or… well they’ll die.  They need undisturbed space to run around and find little amphipods and 

other sea-life washed up on the shore.  Rangers and volunteers mobilise immediately install fences, signs and 
chick shelters. 
 

There is abundant food on this beach thanks to the offshore reefs and rock platforms which forms the basis 
of the beach food chain. But the chicks have never seen the shore and the wave amplitude on this beach is 
huge. Huge waves wrap around the point and inundate large areas of beach. The chicks have amazing natu-

ral instincts - being ‘precocious’ they are not fed by their parents and are mobile within hours (at most a day) 
of hatching. These chicks are fortunate to have extremely experienced parents to guide them and guard over 
them while the grow over the next month and eventually learn to fly. They will need every bit of Mum and 
Dad’s experience, as well as a good deal of luck, if they are to survive to flying age. 
 

Glenn Ehmke 

There is really only one pathway down to the beach  
and it is often used by people.  

Rangers and volunteers mobilise immediately  
install fences, signs and chick shelters. 

They will need every bit of Mum and Dad’s experience, as well as a good  
deal of luck, if they are to survive to flying age. Photos by Glenn Ehmke 
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