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Its already 2018. Are you used to writing the new date on your documents yet? Tourists have mainly gone (at 
least the busiest season) and the weather is still beautiful. We in FOCS have had a busy few months trying to 
push Cape Schanck community issues.

Find us at focs.com.au

Fundraising events
As mentioned in our previous newsletter we are trying raise 
some money for upcoming community projects. Some of them 
were a success, others a bit disappointing but all and all we 
are happy with what we achieved this year

December Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings

This was our major fundraising event for the year and it was a 
great success. A huge THANK YOU to those who found time 
to help. The participants said that as much as it was a lot of 
work it was also a lot of fun. We earned some funds for future 
projects and also learned how we can improve should we will 
apply for another sizzle later this year.  

Trivia at Blue Mini
Trivia night was cancelled by Blue Mini. It was a bit of a 
disappoint-ment for those of us who were looking forward to a 
fun event but apparently there was not enough interest from other 
groups.

Other Projects
FOCS is looking at other opportunities for raising funds to 
support community projects. If you have any new ideas or 
would like to be come involved then let us know.

Cape Schanck social initiatives
Upcoming Neighbour Day BBQ - 25 March
As we do every year FOCS will hold a Neighbourhood BBQ 
at our usual venue Fingal Picnic area. Neighbour Day is 
celebrated on the last Sunday in March every year with the aim 
of fostering strong personal connections that last the whole year 
round. We’d like to think that every day can be Neighbour 
Day. The annual theme for Neighbour Day 2018 is: ‘The 
importance of a supportive neighbourhood for children and 
young people.’ We would love to invite families with young kids 
to join us. There will be a number of games for little and not so 
little kids including bowling, Bocce, Tetris, Balloons and other 
games. See our attached bookmark for separate details. Hope 
to see you there.

Tapas and drinks –  regular event
We had a few changes to our popular Tapas evenings in the 
last 12 months, brought about by difficulties in finding a suitable 
regular venue. We plan to resume these evenings from April 
and have secured a commitment to an ongoing regular venue 

with RACV resort when the new venue opens. First date will be 
20 April, and we plan to continue the Tapas events on the 3rd 
Friday of each month from then.

Use of RACV facilities
FOCS President met with the Manager of the RACV Cape 
Schanck Resort, Dean Newell, to discuss access to the facilities 
in the new resort by our members. Dean was very supportive 
of the resident using the facilities and is considering introducing 
loyalty schemes for items such as meals and coffee.Initially when 
the new facility opens in April 2018 they will only be operating 
the hotel, with the gym and pool to operate at a later date.
Dean indicated that he was keen for the local community to 
use the lounge, restaurants and bars.  He pointed out that at 
Torquay community groups used the lounge on a regular basis. 
FOCS will continue discussion with RACV regarding community 
access, particularly for the pool and gym.  We will keep our 
members informed.

Trivia Night
A trivia night has been scheduled at Blue Mini Café for 
Saturday 21 April 2018. Cost will be $10 per head, tapas 
menu & drinks at bar prices. Theses are fun nights and a 
good opportunity to socialise with some neighbours. If you are 
interested in coming along please call Jo-Ann on o419 518 
469 or email friendscapeschanck@gmail.com.

Community Reserve update 
After a very promising start to negotiations for use of “Blacks 
camp reserve” as a low impact community reserve that 
preserves cultural heritage, provides a passive meeting/
recreation area, and restores the natural vegetation we have 
been informed that Bunurong Council Board did not approved 
our proposal hence we have to look at other areas suitable for 
a community space. 
Council is now looking at a number of other options including 
the vacant Bernards Way block and some new potential 
options. We are hopeful of progressing at least to the stage of 
getting a low-key playground established this year for the large 
and growing number of kids in the area,

Community matters
The Red Hill Ward community groups meeting
The Red Hill Ward Groups met recently to discuss items of 
mutual interest to the community groups within the Ward.
At this meeting the most important issue was for the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire to complete the update and amendments to the 
Green Wedge Management Plan.  The Plan has been under 
review for over twelve months and is the key to preserving the 
green wedge and the rural amenity of the Shire.
Also discussed was the Planning and Environment (Distinctive 
Areas & Landscapes) Bill which is currently before the 
Victorian Parliament.  This gives the Minister for Planning 
power to declare areas for conservation on grounds such as 
environmental significance, heritage and unique landscapes.



OTHER
Maintenance of Council infrastructure was also discussed and the 
fact that the contracts for services, such as road maintenance and 
garbage collection, were not available to ratepayers and remain 
secret documents was a cause for concern.
We were also provided with the dates for groups to make 
submissions to the Shire for items to be included in the 
2018/2019 Shire budget.  FOCS will be making a budget 
submission to maintain funding for the Cape Schanck Reserve.
All of the matters above will be taken directly to our 
representative, Councillor David Gill.

LOCAL businesses
FOCS would like to support Local Businesses and in line with 
one of the priorities from “Your Big Ideas” we will publish a list of 
local Businesses. If you would like to include your Business in our 
list please let us know. The intention is to have it included on our 
webpage. Attached is the list so far

Things you haven’t heard about FOCS 
members 
In December 2017 one of our member’s, Robyn Johnston, 
ventured on another volunteer nursing endeavour.  This time 
Robyn went to Papua New Guinea with a group called Youth 
With A Mission. The medical and non-medical volunteers 
travelled down the Torres Straight in a large catamaran, on 
which they lived and conducted restorative eye surgeries and 
dental procedures. The ship would anchor for a few days here 
and there and volunteers would travel to the islands by small 
motor boats where they conducted general health checks on the 
people of PNG and also made assessments on surgical needs.  
Identified patients were boated back to the ship for cataract 
surgery and dental extractions.  
Robyn says that she is honoured and privileged to be able to 
be a surgical nurse on the ophthalmic team.  “Being part of the 
team that restores peoples sight is truly humbling, as this one 
thing changes peoples and families lives forever. Being able to 
see your family, to walk where you want to walk on your own 

and for the younger 
patients to be able to 
work again is just so 
awesome”.
Robyn enjoyed the 
voluntary nursing so 
much in December she 
is returning for a longer 
period of time in April.
Right: Robyn pictured with 

one of her New Guinea 
patients

The FOCS Value Proposition
As an incorporated community body, we can formally engage 
with government, commercial and non-profit bodies to put 
forward a community view. Membership of FOCS offers the 
following benefits:
• The opportunity to have your say and influence our stance 

on matters of importance to the Cape Schanck community
• The opportunity to be kept informed on matters of 

importance to the Cape Schanck community
• Input to, as well as receive, our regular newsletter
• Free attendance at periodic neighbourhood social events 
• The opportunity to feel engaged in a very special local 

community

Feedback and Enquiries 
If you have any feedback or questions, or are interested in 
joining our group, please check our website at:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Cape-Schanck
http://focs.com.au/index.php/focshome

Contacts 
Website: http://focs.com.au/  
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook
Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

Cape Schanck Local Business Directory      
Business type Business Name Name Phone Number email webpage
Electrician ZENTEK Brett 0409 862 667 zentek42@gmail.com
Gateworks and security doors Andrew 0408 991 015 sales@gateworks.com.au www.gateworks.com.au
Database and graphic design CENTREFORCE Ian 0418 106 315 ian@centreforce.com.au www.centreforce.com.au

Australian Truck Gates Andrew 0429 110 174 sales@australiantruckgates.com.au www.australiantruckgates.com.au
Accomodatin, weddings, spa 
treatments

Views Cape Schanck Damien 0417  393 225 damien@viewscapeschanck.com.
au

www.viewscapeschanck.com.au

Art Gallery Mike Rings Art Gallery Mike 0438 961 957 ringoart@hotmail.com www.ringoart.com.au
Tiler Wall and floor tiler Michael 0412 080 994 mlhathaway@bigpond.com www.facebook.com/mlhathawaytiling/

SAVE THE DATE – Cape Schanck Green Energy Project
Thursday 22nd March - Only for Cape Schanck residents!
5 – 8pm at the RACV Cape Schanck Resort

 Agenda (Pre-registration required)
•	 Welcome
•	 Victorian	Energy	–	state	of	play	and	developments	in	solar	and	battery	storage	

technology
•	 An	Update	on	Community	Energy	Initiatives	/	pros	and	cons
•	 Local	Schemes
•	 What	can	RACV	and	the	Cape	Schanck	community	do	together?
•	 FINISH	&	BBQ

RACV to letter 
box drop in the 
next week with 

details for on-line 
registration


