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UPDATE FROM THE BEACH-NESTING BIRDS TEAM 

Dr Grainne Maguire, Coast and Marine Program Manager, BirdLife Australia 

 

There are so many exciting projects happening around Australia to protect beach-nesting birds and this 

edition of Word about the Hood showcases but a few of these. This includes our recent Eastern Hooded 

Plover population count, where you can read of the efforts of volunteers to assist us in surveying 

thousands of kilometres of beach and the sheer logistics involved including volunteers driving and 

canoeing other teams to access their starting points! The sedentary behaviours of the birds in November 

(the peak of the breeding season), their beach habitats that are easier than most vegetated habitats to 

survey, and the species’ conspicuousness and easily identifiable features, make it possible to attempt to 

census the Eastern population in one highly coordinated effort occurring within a short window of time. 

This gives us our best estimate of population size and allows us to detect changes to the trajectory. You 

can read about the very different challenges of surveying the Western Australian subspecies, which is far 

more difficult to monitor due to their nomadic movements and use of salt lakes across the vast interior of 

southern WA.  

 

Up North, we were delighted to hear that a participant of a beach-nesting birds workshop in Pottsville over 

a year ago, discovered a nesting pair of Beach Stone-curlews at Hastings Point and recognised 

immediately the importance of their sighting! This is a new breeding location and what a choice of location 

it is, right next to picnic tables and a children’s playground – such a surprising choice for these incredibly 

shy and rare birds. Currently we are all hoping for the clock to tick faster so that this chick can survive the 

long eleven-week period before fledging. With such a tremendous local council, Tweed Shire, and some 

very excited locals, we hold every hope for this family of birds. You can also read about beach-nesting 

seabird projects, with a number of fairy tern projects underway, another of Australia’s threatened species. 

 

I hope you enjoy Evan’s retelling of his biennial count experience as much as I did! It reminded me of 

how lucky we are to work with such enthusiastic people, always looking for new things to learn and at the 

same time contributing to delivering tangible conservation outcomes. When improving the outlook for 

these birds becomes challenging, such as the dereliction of responsibility in western Victoria where 

protective planning overlays have been overturned and national legislation ignored only to accommodate 

a handful of race horse trainers, it’s knowing that we have such a groundswell of people who care about 

the impact we have on the birds, that keeps us all going. Educating others about the value of our coastal 

habitats and wildlife, and inspiring behaviour change to protect these irreplaceable values takes time, but 

I think with every passing year, as the 

number of volunteers grows, and we share 

our stories online, in the media and in our 

communities, we get closer and closer to 

meaningful, long-term change. 

 

Have a wonderful and safe Christmas. Take 

care and I hope that we have a successful 

season to match all the effort that is put in. 

 

 

 



 

 2 Word about the Hood - Edition 20 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Fleurieu Peninsula ‘South Coast’ Regional Coordinator (now retired from this role) 

Elizabeth Steele-Collins 

 

What made you want to volunteer on the Beach-nesting Birds Project and when did you start? 

The first time I ever saw little Hooded Plovers was on Waitpinga Beach in 1999, as they darted around the 

water’s edge feeding. I knew what they were and thought they were adorable, 

but I knew very little about them back then. Some years later (mid-2000) I read 

about the ‘Save the Hooded Plover’ program starting up on the Fleurieu 

Peninsula, but I didn’t get involved until 2012 when another volunteer invited 

me to accompany her on a Hooded Plover survey of Tunkalilla Beach. I straight 

away fell in love with the wildness of the place and the plucky spirit of the 

Hooded Plovers I was privileged to watch that day. It made me want to do more 

to help them. Tunkalilla being such a remote beach involves a lot of time and 

travel and therefore had not been monitored consistently up to this point. It was 

great when five active breeding pairs were discovered along the 5km beach and 

later being able to confirm eight chicks successfully fledging there that season 

(2012). This highlighted for the first time, the importance of this beach as a 

significant breeding area for these endangered birds. 

 

Whereabouts on the coast do you volunteer? 

The Fleurieu Peninsula ‘South Coast’ region encompasses all the beaches from Goolwa through to 

Tunkalilla. The diversity of these beaches is extreme, ranging from highly developed with major human 

and dog population disturbance to incredibly remote, both presenting challenges to volunteers. The ‘Town 

Hoodie’ pairs on the South Coast Fleurieu have their territories on Middleton, Bashams, Watsons Gap, 

Olivers Reef/Hindmarsh River Outlet/ Victor Central, Inman River Outlet and Yilki beaches. The ‘Country 

Hoodie’ pairs hold territories on Waitpinga, Parsons, Sheepies/Coolawang, Ballarparudda/Callawonga and 

Tunkalilla beaches. It is a lot of ground (sand) to cover and monitoring 12+ breeding pairs would not be 

possible to do without the incredible dedication of the volunteers. 

 

What sort of activities do you undertake as a volunteer? 

In the beginning I did a lot of field work, particularly 

monitoring the ‘Country Hoodies’ on the more remote beaches 

like Tunkalilla, Ballaparudda and Callawonga. Later this 

expanded to other beaches in more developed areas, with the 

monitoring of the ‘Town Hoodies’ around the Encounter Bay 

coastline. This involved monitoring the birds and their 

behaviour, locating nests and ensuring that breeding areas 

were appropriately signed and fenced. I took every opportunity 

to talk with the public (dog owners in particular) and raise 

awareness of the Hoodie plight. 

 

For a number of years, I also had the privilege of being the 

Volunteer Regional Coordinator (VRC) for the ‘South Coast’ Fleurieu. It was wonderful working with such a 

great team of volunteers who went ‘above and beyond the call’ for the sake of the Hoodies on many 

occasions. It was great to be able to recruit and train a number of new volunteers and work alongside 

them over the years. Even though circumstances prevented me 

from continuing in the capacity of a VRC, I will always wear a 

‘hoodie hat’ and help out where I can. 

 

What has been one of your highlights whilst being a 

BirdLife Australia Friends of the Hooded Plover volunteer? 

Along with involvement in Hooded Plover conservation, come 

many highlights and heartbreaks but it is the Hoodies themselves 

that are my inspiration to live by the ‘NEGU’ principle (NEGU = 

Never Ever Give Up). Their perseverance and resilience in the 

face of adversity, trying over and over again to successfully 

incubate their precious eggs or raise their tiny chicks gives me 

Photo: Tunkalilla Beach. Elizabeth Steele-Collins 

Photo: Elizabeth Steele-Collins 

Photo: Elizabeth Steele-

Collins. Sandra Caballero 
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the motivation to assist them in their struggle. 

 

Yilki Beach is a good example of this. Contrary to our ‘common sense’ the Hoodie pair (KV & VH) at Yilki 

have consistently chosen to put their nest within metres of one of the busiest areas of our coastline. What 

used to be a dune is now a footpath, bike track, road, shops, restaurants and residential housing. The tiny 

sliver of beach that remains is one of the most popular dog walking beaches and so it is a miracle that this 

Hoodie pair successfully fledged 2 chicks in 2016, 3 chicks in 2017 and another 3 chicks in 2018. I am still 

amazed that this one pair have fledged 8 chicks in 3 seasons. It shows what can be accomplished when 

volunteers, Council authorities and local residents and beachgoers all join forces with the plucky Hoodies 

in the pursuit of their goal of raising the next generation of their species. 

 

Monitoring these special beach-nesting birds and helping to protect them involves many challenges and is 

a real mixture of fascination and highlights, disappointments and frustrations. Over the years I have 

considered it a privilege to give them a helping hand in their struggle to survive. 

 

From the BNB team: We had the extreme privilege to work closely with Elizabeth and what an amazing 

woman she is! She is so driven, highly organised, intelligent and communicates so well with people, 

helping them learn about the birds and inspiring others to volunteer. Elizabeth, we thank you so much for 

your contribution to the hoodies in the role as coordinator and you made some massive changes that 

helped them greatly including fencing key sites from wandering stock and fundraising for fox control. We 

think you are wonderful! The birds and volunteers have been very lucky to have you! 

 

WHAT’S NEW.. 

ONLINE VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION FORM AND ROLE DESCRIPTIONS 

As most of you may know already, we have recently moved our ‘Volunteer Registration Form’ from the 

hard-copy paper form to an online form. This new online form is tied in with the new ‘Volunteer Role 

Descriptions’ (http://birdlife.org.au/documents/bnb_180903_Volunteer_Role_Descriptions_printable.pdf) 

so that we can improve the support we offer our volunteers and tailor their volunteering experience to the 

role they want to play in beach-nesting bird conservation. 

 

For example, a new volunteer can choose to get involved just as a General Volunteer to help with tasks 

such as assisting with events (stalls, education events, etc.), weed removal, etc. or as a Monitor/Citizen 

Scientist helping with monitoring nesting Hooded Plovers or they can choose multiple roles from the five 

available. This allows people to get involved according to their level of commitment and convenience and 

also to utilise different skills they have, to contribute towards beach-nesting bird conservation. It also 

means we can tailor the training to the specific role, as someone helping at an event does not need to do 

an online induction about the sensitivities of monitoring nesting birds for example. 

 

With this in mind, we thought it would be great if our existing volunteers could fill in the new online form 

as well, which would allow them to not only pick and choose how they would like to get involved in the 

future but also to update their emergency details that may have changed over time. For example, some 

existing volunteers may not want to get involved in monitoring nesting Hooded Plovers but still want to 

get involved every couple of years in the Biennial Count. So, by filling in the new Online Volunteer 

Registration Form they can easily choose the different roles and update 

those details to help us ensure people get included on updates, events or 

alerts relevant to those activities. Then from our end, it would be easier to 

have all that information consolidated in one standardised format which we 

can then use efficiently for different tasks. We would greatly appreciate if 

you could spare 10-15 mins of your time to fill in the Online Volunteer 

Registration form found on this link 

(www.surveymonkey.com/r/BNBregistrationform). 

 

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions and thank you to those who 

have completed the Online Volunteer Registration Form already. 

 

BEACH-NESTING BIRDS WING THING BOOKLET 

Did you know that we recently published an entirely new Wing Thing 

http://birdlife.org.au/documents/bnb_180903_Volunteer_Role_Descriptions_printable.pdf
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BNBregistrationform


 

 4 Word about the Hood - Edition 20 

booklet? It is a great resource (well received already!) which compared with the older version, has 

information about all beach-nesting bird species (including terns). Our team had the privilege of working 

closely with artist and designer Rob Mancini to produce the new Wing Thing! Thanks to the NSW 

Environmental Trust for funding its design and production. 

 

ROCKY ISLETS SIGNAGE 

Thanks to a Victorian Coastcare grant we were able to have new signs designed 

and printed that suit the unique volcanic rock habitats where some hoodies nest, 

particularly around Port Fairy and Killarney. Here the birds use the sandy 

patches among the scattered black volcanic rock at the water’s edge for nesting. 

This means guiding beach users to walk past along the water’s edge won’t work 

as it does for typical beach nests. We therefore needed signs specific to these 

habitats to give the birds protection. 

 

ONLINE TRAINING WORKSHOPS 

This season we have been trialling a new way of running our training workshops 

and offering support to volunteers, especially those who don’t live close to workshop locations or who 

missed out. Using ‘zoom’, we can give PowerPoint presentations and then answer questions from people 

who have dialled in via phone or internet. We also ran a portal session, talking through the MyBeachBirds 

portal and allowing people to ask things they’d been wondering about or for more advice on using the 

system. These sessions are a first for us and were very successful, so we will definitely be more 

adventurous with technology and run them more often. Thanks to the support from the Australian 

Government’s National Landcare Program via the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority. 

 

BIENNIAL COUNT ON THE BIRDATA PORTAL  

This year for the first time, the Hooded Plover biennial count data entry form went online! We worked with 

the Birdata portal developer to get it up and running just in time which enabled the biennial count 

volunteers to enter their data directly into the Birdata portal as soon as they had completed surveying 

their routes. This saves a lot of time on manual data entry and on having to wait to receive all the hard-

copy datasheets to enter data. About a third of participants entered their data and this is very 

encouraging. With more support available for training and upgrading it to become an App, we think we 

can improve this so that the count will be more manageable and reporting swifter! Don’t forget that if you 

did participate, the way to make your data and participation count is to submit your forms to your 

coordinator or to have a go at entering it online (https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/) so that we can ensure 

we can produce an accurate report on how well the population is doing! The process of incorporating the 

biennial count data entry form to the Birdata portal was partly funded by the Australian Government’s 

National Landcare Program. 

 

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 

HOODIE CHICK DEAD RINGER 

Diane Lewis, Volunteer, Friends of the Hooded Plover 

Mornington Peninsula Inc. 

 

From all appearances, this little chick looks identical to a 

Hooded Plover chick, and the fact that it is sitting on the dirt 

surrounded by grass makes you take a second look. It is in 

fact a Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) chick, discovered 

by my friends Heather Bull and Hamish Daniel in July this 

year, who spotted it in the grassy fields on Papa Westray 

Island in the Orkneys. They had seen many Ringed Plovers in 

the area and most of the nests had been hatching during their 

visit. 

 

Photo: Heather Bull and Hamish Daniel 

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
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STUDENT CORNER  

WORK PLACEMENT STUDENTS 

Danielle De Wit, Deakin University 

 

My name is Danielle De Wit and I have just completed my second year 

of a Bachelor of Environmental Science (Wildlife and Conservation 

Biology) at Deakin University. Upon finishing my final semester this 

year, I have been fortunate enough to undertake a minimum 80-hour 

work placement with BirdLife Australia, which I am planning to extend 

into the first couple of months next year. I chose to work with BirdLife 

Australia within the Beach-nesting Birds project as it targets key 

conservation values that I wish to bring forward into my career such as 

conservation of a threatened species and including the local community 

to further conservation efforts. So far within my placement I have had 

the opportunity to undertake and assist with a variety of tasks such as 

the vetting of last seasons’ data of Hooded Plover nesting pairs, assisting in the creation of online 

volunteer surveys, participating in the Biennial Bird Count and assisting with the entering of volunteer 

data such as survey responses. I have enjoyed my time so far with the BirdLife Australia team and am 

looking forward to continuing to work with the team to develop my knowledge and skills for the future! 

 

PORTAL CORNER 

We thought it would be a good opportunity to discuss a couple of queries that were raised by one of our 

volunteers, in this edition’s portal corner. We felt they were important as although they may seem 

straightforward, they can cause confusion in some instances. 

 

Q1. Start time and finish time 

This query was related to the actual start and finish time that need to be entered on the portal for a 

sighting. Should the start time be the time at which you get out of your vehicle after arriving at the car 

park to go for a beach walk or should it be the time at which you get down to the beach and start the 

actual beach walk? This was an interesting query because the former provides an accurate estimate of the 

actual time volunteers commit to monitoring a site whereas the latter provides an accurate estimate of 

the actual time spent on the beach. The correct answer is the latter. The start time should be the time 

you start your walk on the beach and the finish time should be the time you finished walking on the 

beach. It is because otherwise the threat data you collect on your monitoring visits would be skewed over 

a greater timeframe. This is especially important when we analyse threat data (e.g. presence of dogs on 

leash/off leash) to investigate compliance at certain sites and also in looking at temporal patterns in 

threats. In terms of reporting volunteer hours, we make sure we add sufficient time for travel to and from 

the site and also for data entry. 

 

Q2. Breeding Attempt Number 

This query was related to the “Breeding Attempt Number” in the ‘Nest details’ page of data entry. Is the 

breeding attempt number related to the pair of birds or to the site which birds use for nesting? For 

example, if a known (banded) pair of birds lays their first clutch of eggs at site A and after failing moves 

to site B (both sites are on the portal as distinctly separate sites) for their second attempt, then are they 

entered into the portal as breeding attempt number 1 at site A and number 1 at site B or as breeding 

attempt number 1 at site A and number 2 at site B? The answer is the latter. The breeding attempt 

number is related to the pair of birds and not the site. We use it as a means of determining how many 

nesting attempts a particular pair has had over a breeding season. Also, please note that if you are 

unsure about the breeding attempt number you can always leave it blank on the portal. It is only if you 

have monitored a pair frequently enough to be certain about the breeding attempt number, you can enter 

it into the portal. If you are certain, please tell us in the general notes and this will be very helpful! That 

way we aren’t searching for attempt 1 data for site B but know exactly what is happening! Any extra info 

about breeding attempt number in the notes definitely helps us! 

 

Photo: Danielle out in the field 
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BIENNIAL COUNT - VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCES 

A LONG STROLL ON THE BEACH 

Evan Francis, Conservation Supervisor, Great Ocean Road Coast Committee 

 

I was lucky enough to be a part of BirdLife Australia’s Biennial Hooded Plover Count on Saturday the 17th 

of November. Having had it mentioned to me nearly a year earlier whilst banding birds along Victoria’s 

Surf Coast, the opportunity to go and observe shorebirds on the (almost) untouched Clonmel Island in 

Corner Inlet seemed too good to pass up. 

 

The weeks leading up had me fervently studying up on my bird ID. Admittedly, my base knowledge was 

pretty low. I was good on shorebirds, but not so on everything else. A list generated from eBird told me 

up to 40 species had been observed on the island, and it was this list that I had committed to commit to 

memory. Imagine my surprise when told on the day that we were only observing shorebirds, which, if you 

remember from two sentences ago, I was already good on. 

 

Clonmel Island, named after the paddle steamer the PS Clonmel, which was wrecked in the island in 

1841, was my, and three others, date for the day. ‘The Clonmel 4’ we called ourselves, and as the day 

was young, our spirits were high. The C4 was led by Meg, and included Helen, Scott and me. Captain Jono 

ferried us from Port Albert to the eastern end of the Island, where we would begin. On arrival we were 

met with a welcoming party consisting of terns, oystercatchers and a pelican. A glorious start to the day. 

After disembarking we set off on foot, our destination being 11 km to the west. The time was 9.00AM. 

 

A barrier island to Corner Inlet, Clonmel Island is long, windy, unshaded and covered in a soft sand that 

makes walking long distances on it just delightful. I would often wonder throughout the day whether 

being assigned Clonmel Island was an initiation of sorts. “If he can survey Clonmel, he can survey 

anywhere!” Would I find evidence of past surveyors who didn’t make it off the island? Long walks on 

secluded beach islands lend themselves to such daydreaming. 

 

With the survey underway in earnest, I must say it was turning into a most enjoyable day. Seeing birds in 

their natural environments, untouched by human interference is a wonderful thing, and for me, a rare 

thing. We saw huge flocks of migratory red-necked stints, many red-capped and hooded Plovers and my 

first sooty oystercatcher chick, who seemed to not mind our presence at all. 

 

The next six hours or so consisted of a lot of walking, a lot of chatting with good company, and a lot of 

bird counting. As the day got longer, I would be lying to say that my mind didn’t start to wander to seeing 

Captain Jono again. At the western end of the island we were met with a colony of Caspian Terns, who 

had about a dozen nests from memory. It was a fitting reward. Now all we had to do was call up the 

captain for pick up. But the captain had more important things to attend and was busy elsewhere towing a 

broken-down vessel back to safety. If only Jono was around in 1841. But we were eventually picked up 

and just in time I might add. There was definitely a ‘Lord of the Flies’ feel about the four of us at this 

point. Fatigue and hunger levels were off the charts. We got back to port at around 5.00PM. 

 

It was hard work but rewarding work. Things that are hard in the moment are sometimes the most 

fulfilling on reflection. This was one of those days. I’ll be back next year if they’ll have me. 
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HOODED PLOVER COUNT FROM WINGAN INLET TO MALLACOOTA 

Jenny Mason and Rosy Morton, Volunteers, Friends of Mallacoota Inc. 

 

Saturday morning dawned with overcast skies and a light drizzle, but this did not dampen our spirits for 

what lay ahead – a three day walk along far East Gippsland’s Wilderness Coast. Jenny had completed the 

walk many times but for Rosy, it was a first. Both of us were equally enthused: our backpacks were filled 

with camping gear, food, water, numerous bits and pieces …. and we were ready! 

 

Leonie, our local BirdLife organiser, drove us the one and a half hours from Mallacoota to Wingan Inlet to 

rendezvous with Wendy; she had offered to canoe us across the Inlet after she had completed a three-

hour car-shuffle to drop off other Hooded Plover volunteers at Point Hicks. It promised to be a lengthy 

start to our walk.…. 

 

Luckily, some friendly fishermen offered to boat us across. We piled in with our packs, waved our 

goodbyes to Leonie, and motored down the Inlet. Skies were beginning to clear, the water sparkled, a 

Great Egret stood silently in the shallows, the far shore beckoned – our adventure had begun! But then 

the inlet began to get shallower and shallower, the boat shuddered and…. we were aground. Our 

fisherman friend got out to push, but it was no use. There was nothing else for it. Off with the boots, 

trousers rolled up, back packs shouldered, and we waded to shore to pick our way along the edge to the 

beginning of the walking track. 

 

The bush looked and smelt so fresh, as we headed up over the headland. It was good to be walking! We 

reached a small cove: no Hoodies but we did glimpse our first wildlife. The head of a black dingo appeared 

over the rocks and then quickly disappeared again. Over the following days we were to see many 

dingo/dog tracks on these isolated beaches and also, worryingly, lots of deer tracks. 

 

Photos: Grainne Maguire, Meg Cullen and Jono Stevenson 
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We began to make our way across the rocks and granite boulders. At one spot we interrupted a pair of 

Red-bellied Black Snakes mating. Becoming aware of us, they slid under a rock. We tentatively picked our 

way passed them. Next hurdle to negotiate was a vertical drop – a strong, knotted rope was a welcome 

sight. 

 
Easby Creek was an ideal place for lunch and as we arrived, we were delighted to see a pair of Hoodies 

foraging on the beach. No sign of a nest, however. But what a beautiful spot...and we had it to ourselves. 

Then on towards Red River via a long stretch of beach and large sections of rock. It is truly a wonderful 

coastline! We were disappointed though to find marine debris, especially plastic, washed up in places. We 

picked up some to carry out and moved the rest above the high-water mark. On a more positive note, 

unlike previous years, we did not see much Sea Spurge. Bird sightings along this section included several 

Australian Pipits, Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers and a pair of Ruddy Turnstones.    

 

Halfway along the rocks we reached a point where we felt safer to negotiate without our packs on, and 

instead passed them down to each other.  Unfortunately, a wine flask full of water slipped out in the 

process and split open: our precious water splashed out. We managed to retrieve some and decant it into 

another container, but this was not good. We had been carrying about four litres each to ensure we had 

enough until next afternoon. Luckily a little further on we found a soak beneath the cliffs and were able to 

replenish it. 

 

Red River is a delightful spot.  We put up our tents, gathered firewood, made ourselves at home...and 

then went skinny dipping in the river. Wonderful. Clear water and bush all round, the air filled with bird 

song. Then an evening sitting by the fire eating dinner and drinking billy tea. 

 

We woke to the dawn chorus. After brekky we set off with day-pack and binoculars to walk along the 

beach towards Sandpatch Point. Again, we felt the exhilaration of being the only humans on this 

spectacular coast. We spotted one Hoodie, and then a short time later another pair. We watched as the 

lone Hoodie approached the pair, only to be chased swiftly and determinedly away. We watched for a 

while, but no definite sighting of a nest. Other sightings included Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, Masked 

Lapwings, and more Australian Pipits. 

 

Back to Red River to swim, have lunch, and pack up camp. We then headed up towards the heathland 

where a riot of colour lined the path: Blues, purples and yellows of Blue Dampiera, Hairy Fan Flower, Rush 

Lily, and Common Wedge Pea, to name a few. Leaving our packs at a track junction we set out to collect 

water – a three-and-a-half-kilometre round trip. We were expecting to find only muddy pools as it has 

been so dry for so many months. Instead we found the river had backed up so much it had over-topped a 

rock barrier that in the past had always separated the fresh water from the salt. It was now all brackish. 

None-the-less we filled our bottles thinking maybe we could cook with it if worse came to worst. 

 

It was easy walking across the heathlands as the track had recently been slashed. This meant less flowers 

lined the track, but it afforded us with a good view of a brilliantly coloured tiger snake stretched out along 

our pathway. More forest and heath and eventually we hit the coast again where a small water course 

trickled down the rocks. We were thrilled it was running and gladly replaced our brackish water with fresh. 

One more set of rocks to cross but a steep gutter forced us up on to the top of the cliff where we followed 

a rough foot pad through the tea-tree and eventually down to the beach. 

 

At Benedore River we were greeted by another pair of Hoodies foraging at the high-water mark, and a 

Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher.  We set up camp amongst the melaleuca on the banks of the Benedore. 

Another swim, together with Black Swans, before settling in for dinner and billy tea by the fire. Moonlight 

rippled across the water, fish jumped, and the world was at peace. 

 

Another dawn chorus, another beach walk, another Hooded Plover, and then it was back to decamp, and 

head across the heathland to Seal Creek. The gentle breeze made walking very pleasant, and several 

hours later we arrived. We were hoping for one more Hoodie sighting as there had been a pair seen some 

weeks previously. But it was not to be.  Back on the track through heath and forest towards Shipwreck 

Creek to be met by Leonie, with a large bottle of fresh water. Very welcome! 

 

Driving back to Mallacoota we reflected on our past three days. What a wonderful trip it was. We had seen 

eight Hoodies, double our previous counts along this section of coast. Although there were no obvious 

signs of nesting, each pair was in an ideal spot to do so.  And the beauty of our wilderness coast 
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continued to resonate: we certainly live in a beautiful part of the world – let’s hope the Hoodies continue 

to share it with us. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIA UPDATES 

MALLACOOTA HOODIES: A QUICK UPDATE 

Leonie Daws, Volunteer, Friends of Mallacoota Inc. 

 

Mallacoota has three nesting pairs: MK and his mate who nest regularly at Betka Beach, a second pair 

who have recently taken up residence at Davis Creek Beach after being forced away from Betka when the 

river entrance closed over, and the local eccentrics, who insist on nesting on the edge of the runway at 

the local airport. All have attempted nesting this season but with no success so far. 

 

The Betka pair are currently on their third attempt. On the first try, the nest having survived inundation 

by the narrowest of margins, they successfully hatched one chick. The little one charmed us for a week 

before disappearing overnight. There was no visible evidence to explain the loss, but it’s possible the chick 

was taken by a young Sea-Eagle who had been cruising the foreshore fairly regularly at the time. Second 

time around they were not so lucky as the combination of high tides and stormy seas inundated the entire 

strip of sand separating the closed off river from the ocean, washing out their newly laid eggs. This week 

they’ve started on a third attempt. The nest is still in the area that was previously inundated but they’ve 

“sand-bagged” it – building the nest up high within the shelter of a log. 

 

Davis Creek appears to have a wily egg thief.  So far this season both attempts by this pair have been 

short-lived, with the eggs disappearing within the first few days. There has been no clear evidence to 

assist in identifying the culprit, but Magpies are under deep suspicion as a couple have frequently been 

seen hanging around the site.  

 

Photos: Jenny Mason and Rosy Morton 
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Despite repeated failures, the Airport pair persist in nesting beside the runway. They sometimes succeed 

in hatching chicks but to our knowledge none has survived beyond a week or so. A possible explanation is 

that there is insufficient food suitable for chicks at the site. Just once we found a dead youngster who 

appeared uninjured but was emaciated. The adults regularly fly across the road and adjacent bushland to 

feed on the beach, but this option is not available to the youngsters. 

 

Co-operation and support from the public has been excellent. Although dogs and their humans regularly 

visit these beaches, the nest sites have been respected and progress reports to local social media sites 

have been received enthusiastically. Twice it has been a member of the public who has been first to find a 

new nest and notify a member of the monitoring group. 

 

We now have an excellent team of Hoodie volunteers, maintaining a daily check on each of the beach 

sites, and responding promptly to requests for assistance when signs and fences have needed to be 

erected or relocated. Our enthusiasm received a big boost from the visit of Beach-nesting Birds Team 

members – Grainne and Renee – who conducted an inspiring two-day training session in October. It 

resulted in at least four additional recruits, and existing volunteers felt a renewed sense of purpose. It’s 

hard to keep up enthusiasm in the face of repeated failure, especially the loss of chicks, but the Training 

Workshop really helped return a sense of optimism to the group. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Checking the Betka Beach nest. Leonie Daws Photo: Grainne advising on erecting temporary fence. Leonie Daws 

Photo: Davis Creek Beach site. Leonie Daws 

Photo: Sand-bagged nest at Betka Beach. Leonie Daws 
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PHILLIP ISLAND HOODIE SEASON SO FAR 

Jon Fallaw, Shani Blyth, Alona Charuvi, Rachael Ferguson – Phillip Island Nature Parks 

 

During the winter months local volunteers have been off the island trying to locate where Phillip Island 

hoodies are flocking. On the 21 and 22nd July volunteers recorded 70 hoodies near the Prom between 

Shallow inlet and Cotters Lake. Only eight of the birds were banded and only one could be identified as 

coming from Phillip Island with orange over metal on the lower right leg, however it had lost the flags on 

its lower left leg so could not be individually identified. When we returned on 18th November the number 

had dropped to 32 for the same eleven kilometre stretch of beach. Little did we know that Joris Driessen 

was doing the biennial count on the other side of the Prom and saw Phillip Island bird Yellow 42 (Y42) 

which was pretty exciting. 

 

Y42 is a male from Woolamai SLSC west, and was banded 24/03/2017. Nature Parks ranger Andy 

Dallinger found the chick in a footprint near the SLSC and returned it to the nearby refuge with its 

parents. The bird left Phillip Island soon after fledging so it was great to know it was still alive following its 

perilous start to life. 

 

 
 

Other winter activities have been the usual tidying of the hoodie shed, fixing signage and chick shelters 

etc, and organising the large amount of hoodie data with the new Data Analyst Ross Holmberg and Peter 

Dann. 

 

The first nest for Philip Island was found at Anchorage Rd beach with 3 beautiful eggs on 11/09/18. To the 

start of December only one nest has produced chicks out of the 22 laid. Depredation by predators such as 

ravens, human disturbance (Magiclands was sat on), and washout by rough weather and high tides took 

out most of the other nests and caused a lot of beach erosion thus limiting suitable nesting habitat. 

‘Hooded Plover Watch’ volunteers have been using an online registration and self-rostering system ‘Better 

Impact’ which is run by Rachael Ferguson, the Nature Parks volunteer program coordinator. The self-

rostering has been trialled to warden the Smiths Beach chicks and has been well received by volunteers 

who can easily see gaps, who’s rostered on, and fill in as needed and convenient. 

 

The November count of 46 hoodies continues the trend of an increasing population on Phillip Island. 

 

 

Photos: Y42 at Woolamai Beach on 28/02/2017; being banded on 24/03/2017; and resighted at Wilsons Prom in Nov 2018 by Joris Driessen 
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Collaboration is the key to success and volunteers attended a combined ‘Start of Season meeting and 

Management training’ session on 06/09/18 at the Wonthaggi Shire offices. Kasun Ekanayake from the 

BirdLife ‘Beach Nesting Bird’ team chaired the meeting and it was a good chance for our volunteers across 

our region to meet land managers from the Shire, Parks Victoria and the Nature Parks. The training 

focused on the process to determine, when, where and how to use nest management methods such as 

rope fences, nest and access update signs etc. The aim is to have a consistent approach to nest 

monitoring and management. Volunteers also attended a Hoodie Workshop on the 15th November and 

participated in the BirdLife webinar MyBeachBird portal training on 28th November 2018. We had a great 

turn out on the 15th and currently have a group of dedicated volunteers that help spread the word in the 

hood and guard our vulnerable chicks. 

 

To protect Philip Island’s fox-free status and reduce the chance of reinvasion, in May, a combined trapping 

and baiting program resulted in 16 foxes being removed from the Anderson Peninsula around San Remo 

buffer zone. On Phillip Island monitoring with detection dogs and cameras is continuing to ensure the 

island remains fox-free. 

 

During 2017-18 financial year, 154 feral cats were removed from the island. Over the past 20 years more 

than 2,300 feral cats have been removed from Phillip Island in control programs. On 26 July 2018 feral 

cats were declared an established pest animal on specified Crown land in Victoria under the CaLP Act. The 

declaration applies to areas of Crown land managed by the DELWP, ParksVic, Phillip Island Nature Parks 

and the four Alpine Resorts Boards. 

 

Partnership with Melbourne University has been initiated to design and develop a dune restoration project 

at Cape Woolamai targeting Marram Grass. This partnership provides the program with world-leading 

expertise in this field to tackle Marram Grass and plans to commence in 2019. This will complement 

ongoing work to keep the beaches Sea Spurge free. 

 

The main points of contact for Hooded Plover management on Phillip Island for the 2018-19 breeding 

season are for the Nature Parks (hoodie@peguins.org.au) Jon Fallaw, Shani Blyth and Alona Charuvi, 

Rachael Ferguson and for the Bass Coast Shire beaches: Dave Martin. 

 

RED-CAPPED PLOVER BANDING PROJECT, 2018 

Mark Lethlean, President, Friends of Hooded Plover Mornington Peninsula Inc. 

 

The Red-capped Plover is widely dispersed across Australia. Although it is not a species listed as 

threatened by the federal government, there have not been extensive studies into the current stability of 

their population. With extrapolation from studies of other beach-nesting bird species, the expectation is 

that there are numerous threats to their breeding success that need to be better understood. In 2015 

BirdLife Australia began an expanded project to study, monitor and manage nesting colonies of Red-

capped Plovers on some urban beaches. Thus, the Friends of Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) with 

the support of the combined Committees of Management from Somers to Shoreham began one of these 

projects on the Westernport Bay beaches of the Mornington Peninsula. Already into our third year we have 

held several workshops that have trained local volunteers in the collection and uploading of their 

observations to the online data portal provided by BirdLife Australia and to erect protective temporary 

fences for nests and chicks when necessary.  
 

The scientists from the Beach-nesting Birds project are able to collate this data to understand the 

population dynamics, breeding strategies, nest and chick survival rates and to help recognize and mitigate 

potential threats. The identification of individual birds by engraved flags is important to this project for 

several reasons; 

 - how far do individual birds move and where to?  

 - how long to individual birds live?  

 - what are their breeding strategies. Are they partner faithful and territory faithful? 

 - how far will they move chicks from a nesting site?  

 

We know from our work with Hooded Plovers that identification of individual birds not only increases the 

enthusiasm of volunteers but also improves the quality of the data collected. In 2018, with support from 

the Mornington Peninsula Shire Flexi Grant we were able to successfully extend our Red-capped Plover 

banding project for the breeding colonies at Balnarring, Point Leo and Shoreham. 
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In addition, through the support of a Coastcare Victoria Community Grant we were able to conduct a 

workshop for local volunteers and for volunteers and land managers from the Bellarine Foreshore 

Community who are initiating their monitoring and management of Red-capped Plovers. We are also very 

pleased that this Coastcare Grant has enabled us to flag several of their breeding birds. So, to date, we 

now have 3 males and 8 females with engraved flags on the Mornington Peninsula with a further 4 

females flagged on the Bellarine Foreshore. Our next hope is to flag some pre-fledged juveniles from 

these colonies so as to monitor their dispersal and breeding strategies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELLARINE BAYSIDE RED-CAPPED PLOVER PENINSULA SWAP 

Vicki Perrett and John Pearce, Volunteers, Bellarine Bayside Red-capped Plover Monitoring Group 

 

As a result of a successful Coastcare Grant application, the Friends of Hooded Plover Mornington Peninsula 

volunteers recently arranged a “Peninsula Swap” training day. So, it was that on Tuesday the 16th of 

October an excited group of current and prospective Bellarine Red-capped Plover (RCP) monitors 

organised via our local foreshore manager, Bellarine Bayside (BB), boarded the ferry from Queenscliff to 

Sorrento. 

 

Whilst the crossing was a little misty and moist 

this didn’t seem to faze our BB group. Arriving 

in Sorrento we were met by Kasun from 

BirdLife Australia along with Mark from the 

Mornington HP Friends group. After a quick 

introduction we boarded our mini bus to head 

out for a day of scenic drives and beach 

experiences. Along the way we also got to 

check in at the Coolart Wetlands which was a 

highlight in itself. 

 

On the beaches it was great for the ‘newbie’ 

RCP observers to see the birds in their natural environment. It was informative to note the differences 

between these ocean beaches and our bayside environment and consider what impact this has on the 

bird’s habits. We also noted how banding makes it much easier to track individuals albeit that a scope is 

Photo: Dan Lees releasing a banded female. Mark Lethlean Photo: Male SC at Point Leo. Mark Lethlean 

Photo: Dan with female HE. Mark Lethlean Photo: A male Red-capped Plover. Mark Lethlean 

Photo: Participants at Balnarring Beach 
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often required to properly identify them. All agreed that the most exciting part of the day was watching 

the mating ritual of one very amorous RCP pair.  

 

It was interesting to check out the local RCP management regime and the different signage and fencing 

systems being employed on the Mornington Peninsula beaches. These aspects were particularly 

informative to the Bellarine Bayside staff members of our tour group.   

 

To round out our day Kasun took us online for a guided tour of the updated RCP portal. A couple of the 

current Bellarine monitors were particularly impressed with the changes that had been made to the portal 

to take account of the colonial behaviours that seem to be more endemic of some of the birds on our 

peninsula. 

 

After an excellent gourmet homemade lunch, Amy Adams from BirdLife Australia provided us with a bonus 

overview of another bird species that is common to both peninsulas via a workshop on Terns. When we 

arrived back at our ferry, Kasun opened up the opportunity for a couple of the Bellarine monitors to 

participate in some local RCP banding. As a direct result VH is now the first banded RCP in the Indented 

Head area. 

 

Since the visit there has been an increased interest in the local Bellarine RCP population. A copy of the 

BirdLife RCP monitoring guidelines has been circulated. A number of photos of some of the Bellarine 

RCP’s, including some cute chicks, have also been taken and shared. Trips have also been planned to visit 

the spit at Edwards Pt to check out the local Fairy Tern population too. 

 

Overall the day was a great success and we look forward to hopefully arranging a reciprocal visit of the 

Mornington group to the Bellarine sometime in the future. 

 

BREAMLEA UPDATE 

Julie Riley and Jennie Turner, Regional Coordinators, Friends of the Hooded Plover Breamlea 

 

VALE BK 

We thought she’d go on forever. This wonderful, productive hoodie, 

together with her unbanded partner, had great breeding success over 

the years in one of the best bits of hoodie real estate along the 

Bellarine/Surf Coast – Black Rock.  

 

She was last seen on the 28th August 2018. A further portal entry on 

the 8th October stated: “Both birds observed were unbanded. We have 

not sighted resident female for several visits now and fear she may 

have died or moved on”. 

 

We waited for the Biennial Hoodie Count and hoped that someone 

might shout out “we found her” but alas, we have heard nothing so far.  

 

Let’s take a quick look at some of her history and the statistics from 

‘Ten years of Hooded Plover recovery on the Bellarine Peninsula and 

Surf Coast: An overview and future recommendations’ This 

comprehensive report tells it all: 

 

BLACK ROCK 

Pair Identity:  

2006 – 2013 - Unbanded x Unbanded 

2013 – 2016 – BK Orange (flagged at Black Rock in January 2013) x Unbanded 

Surveyed since: 2006/07 

Years Occupied: 10 

Total Eggs: 51 

Total chicks: 23 

Total Fledglings: 7 

 

…and she left the best until last - two fledglings from a two egg nest in season 2017/18, taking her final 

tally to: 

Photo: Banding BK in 2013. Geoff Gates 
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Total Eggs: 53 

Total chicks: 25 

Total fledglings: 9 

 

Therefore, up to the time of her disappearance, she had the best record of our four pairs at Breamlea- 

Bancoora.  

 

Her old partner has now taken up with another unbanded bird, so we 

have now moved into a new era and are hopeful of further success 

from this site.  

 

As for BK, we’d like to think that she’s just packed up her swag and 

gone off for a quiet life in her dotage. Farewell to a very special bird! 

 

BIENNIAL HOODIE COUNT 

Julie and Jennie undertook the Hooded Plover Count in November, 

2018 on two sections of beach – ‘Blue Rocks to Bancoora Surf Life 

Saving Club’ and ‘Bancoora Surf Life Saving Club to Bream Creek 

Estuary’ (known more formally as Thompsons Creek Estuary). We 

were fortunate to see all four pairs on territory, but no floaters. We 

also counted Thirteen Red-capped Plovers at the estuary.  

 

All our hoodie pairs have had at least one nesting attempt this season 

so we are keeping our fingers crossed that they will all have some 

success. 

 

THOMPSONS CREEK LISTED FOR LEGAL PROTECTION 

In November, 2018, Federal Environment Minister Melissa Price listed “Assemblages of species associated 

with open-coast salt-wedge estuaries of western and central Victoria” as a Threatened Ecological 

Community under national environment law. 

 

The ecological community is defined as the assemblage of native plants, animals and microorganisms 

associated with the dynamic saltwedge estuary systems occurring within the temperate climate, micro 

tidal regime, high wave energy coastline of western and central Victoria. 

 

Local areas now protected include the estuaries of Kennett River, Wye River, St George River, Erskine 

River, Painkalac Creek, Anglesea River, Spring Creek and Thompsons Creek. 

 

Thompsons Creek Estuary is home to the Hooded Plover on both sides of the estuary and also an 

important habitat for migratory birds. 

 

In all, the listing encompasses 25 unique estuaries across southern Australia and covers about 1,500 

hectares. 

 

The Humane Society blog says the listing comes nearly eight years after the organisation first nominated 

the estuaries for protection. It will also assist with the allocation of recovery funding and research 

opportunities to better understand how to mitigate the threats acting on the estuaries. 

 

For the full story go to: 

 

https://hsi.org.au/blog/2018/11/14/world-first-conservation-move-as-salt-wedge-estuaries-receive-legal-

protection/ 

 

HOODIE OBSERVATIONS OF AN EARLY NATURALIST 

Jennie Turner, Regional Coordinator, Friends of the Hooded Plover Breamlea 

 

In 1914, Sir Charles Belcher wrote a book, entitled ‘The Birds of the District of Geelong, Australia’. It has 

again come to light thanks to the wonderful archival skills of Valda Dedman, of the Geelong Field 

Naturalist Club. In her article in the April, 2018 Club magazine, ’Geelong Naturalist’, Valda highlighted a 

Photo: Julie counting Hoodies. Jennie Turner 

https://hsi.org.au/blog/2018/11/14/world-first-conservation-move-as-salt-wedge-estuaries-receive-legal-protection/
https://hsi.org.au/blog/2018/11/14/world-first-conservation-move-as-salt-wedge-estuaries-receive-legal-protection/


 

 16 Word about the Hood - Edition 20 

number of species from the book, including the Hooded Plover (named in the book as the Hooded 

Dotterel). 

 

Below is the full extract of Charles Belcher’s delightful Hooded Plover observations: 
 

HOODED DOTTEREL 

Charadrius cucullatus cucullatus 

 

I do not know a more charming little bird than this representative in Australia of the Ringed Plover of 

Europe. Scattered in pairs during the summer all along the ocean beach from Port Phillip Heads to Point 

Castries, near Lorne, you may see the plump little bodies on tiny twinkling feet racing down from above 

high-water mark where their nest is hidden, then hurrying along the hard beach at the water's edge in 

front of you, the cock bird conspicuous with black head and white collar, the hen suited in plainer grey. 

Follow them along the beach, and after a few hundred yards they will fly out to sea and behind you to 

their home again. The breeding-season is at its height in the month of November, but I have seen a 

young bird at Torquay on October 20th, and eggs at Airey's Inlet in January. Three eggs are usually laid, 

the site of the nest, which is a mere unlined or very scantily shell-lined depression in the sand, being a 

sandy ridge, often strewn with bits of dried kelp, above high-water mark. Sometimes, indeed, it is a 

hundred yards from the beach, up one of those miniature ravines which one finds running into the coast 

sandhills from the seaward side. I have on occasion found the nest by tracing the footprints of the birds. 

Winter is the only season which draws the Hooded Dotterel from the ocean shore, and then they do not go 

farther inland than half a mile or so. On a dried salt-marsh not far west of Barwon Heads, on 

May 5th, 1912, I saw about forty of these birds in small flocks, the largest numbering fifteen individuals. 

Many of the males were in full plumage. It has been stated that the males lose their black hoods in 

winter, but so far as my experience goes, it is not so. 

 

Belcher, C. (1914) The Birds of the District of Geelong, Australia, Griffiths, Geelong, .pp 83,84. 

Belcher, C. (1914) The Birds of the District of Geelong, Australia. Available online at Internet Archive 

https://archive.org/details/birdsofdistricto00belc 

 

It is interesting to note that in 1914, there was no knowledge that both sexes were alike. Clearly the 

juveniles were mistaken for duller-plumaged females. There was also some conjecture at the time that 

the male bird lost its black hood in winter, but Charles Belcher suggests it did not.  

 

Author’s Bio 

Sir Charles Frederic Belcher OBE (11 July 1876 – 7 February 1970), was an Australian lawyer, author, 

British colonial and amateur ornithologist. 

Born and schooled in Geelong, he then studied law at The University of Melbourne before moving to 

London where he was called to the bar in 1909.  

For much of his life he served in the British Colonial Service in Africa and elsewhere, as a Magistrate, 

Judge, Attorney General and Chief Justice. 

He was a founding member of both the Royal Australasian Ornithologist Union (RAOU) in 1901, and the 

Bird Observers Club in 1905. He was elected a Fellow of the RAOU in 1949. In June 1931 he received a 

knighthood in the King's Birthday honours. 

 

TRAINING THE TRAINERS! 

Renee Mead, Beach-nesting Birds Program Coordinator, BirdLife Australia 

 

Back in October, the Beach-nesting Birds Team were extremely lucky to have our own training session! 

Bringing experts from Deakin University and from within our own team, we were able to spend time 

together to learn more about Hooded Plovers! We are all skilled in different things and it was a great way 

for us all to learn more and consolidate our knowledge. As a group we undertook capture and flagging of 

Hooded Plovers, taking blood, doing blood smears, how to pick up Hoodie poop without contaminating the 

sample (which is quite tricky), how to record a Flight Initiation Distance, remote camera training, egg 

floating, trap making, and many more things that will help us all better research hoodies, and train the 

volunteers. We also had a session on nest protection, where Volunteer John Hargreaves showed us some 

quick and easy knots (of the rope type, not migratory type) to make setting up fencing quicker and more 

efficient than ever!  
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We also ran a Hooded Plover Monitoring workshop, which was well attended, and we were able to plan 

who was going to do what route for the biennial count – which was a great opportunity for new volunteers 

to pair with experienced volunteers and learn more about monitoring hoodies. We welcomed several new 

volunteers who are now out on the beach helping us out with monitoring the hoodies.  

 

This training was funded by the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program and Glenelg Hopkins 

Catchment Management Authority. 

 

 

BOB BROWN AND THE RED-CAPPED PLOVER 

John Hargreaves, Volunteer, Friends of the Hooded Plover Far West Victoria 

 

It can be a tough gig monitoring shorebirds. On Victoria’s south-west coast, volunteers face the usual 

challenges, which over the months and years can sap the spirit and determination. Storms and high tides, 

invasive weeds and aggressive erosion, predators, racehorses, dogs off leash, vehicles and many 

insensitive beach users all take their toll on nests, eggs, chicks and volunteers’ morale. In addition, 

sometimes it is all too apparent that we operate in a hostile social and political climate, manifest in the 

ongoing battle for Belfast Coastal Reserve. I for one have struggled of late. 

 

But once in a while, a ray of sunshine breaks through the oppressive overcast to warm our spirits. In 

November, a stalwart of the Australian conservation movement, humanist and responsible Earth citizen, 

Mr Robert James Brown, better known to us as Bob, visited our beaches. I was privileged to show Bob his 

first shorebird nest, introduce him to local Red-capped Plovers and discuss our volunteer role. Nest? Well, 

two eggs popped on the sand with no hint of a scrape. Bob Brown is a gentleman in the truest sense of 

the word. His lifelong commitment to Australian plants, animals and landscapes; his genuine interest in 

community; his gentle manner, warm presence and wise observations mark him as a true leader and 

respected elder. He brought a much-needed boost to this monitor’s morale and reinvigorated my 

commitment to the birds. Thanks Bob Brown and partner Paul for your presence and support… and a 

special thanks to the little Red-capped Plover hen for coping with our brief intrusion. 

 

Photos: Participants being trained on the beach. Renee Mead 
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DISCOVERING THE DISCOVERY BAY COASTAL PARK 

Daniel Lees, Beach-nesting Birds Project Officer, BirdLife Australia 

 

As part of a grant from the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority I had the pleasure of 

surveying the all but untouched Discovery Bay in both September and November of 2018. The primary 

goal of the surveys is to monitor this newly listed Ramsar site. Specifically, our goals were to: establish 

the numbers of both resident and migratory shorebirds inhabiting Discovery Bay and the Glenelg River 

estuary, make detailed records any breeding attempts we 

managed to locate, and record infestations of Beach Daisy 

(Arctotheca populifolia, a weed originating from South 

Africa and making its way east across Victoria). On both 

survey occasions I was joined by David Pitts, a ranger from 

Parks Victoria and volunteer hoodie monitor. Discovery Bay 

provided some of the most scenic landscapes I have had 

the pleasure of surveying; however, despite the remote 

and undisturbed environment Hooded Plover pairs were not 

in the abundance I was hoping to find. As if locating the 

adult birds themselves was not difficult enough, attempting 

to find their nests was made particularly problematic as 

most pairs seemed uninterested in being tied to one 

particular location. With tens of square kilometres of 

possible nesting habitat in sand dunes behind the primary 

beach dune and several observations of adult birds flying 

seemingly inland, perhaps they are nesting further back? 

Alternatively, an abundance of fox tracks on the beach and 

relatively high tides may mean any recent nests may not 

have lasted long? Both question that still need answers. 

Hooded Plovers and their nests may have been difficult to 

find but the same could not be said of Pied Oystercatchers, 

it was encouraging to see such a (comparably) large 

population of Pied Oystercatchers and the Glenelg River 

estuary provided me with the largest flock I have ever seen 

with a single flock of over 50 Pied Oystercatchers. Discovery Bay still wasn’t really ready to show off its 

most impressive sight until the final day of surveying; David and I had walked for more than 16 

Photo: Who would even know they were here? Bob Brown at Rutledges Cutting with Red-capped Plover nest. John Hargreaves 

Photo: View of the Discovery Bay Coastal Park. Daniel Lees 
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kilometres, and had a relatively speaking successful day, having earlier found our first and only Hooded 

Plover nest. It was then, in the late afternoon sunlight and not long after thinking that we hadn’t seen any 

decent sized migrant flocks that we were stunned to see a conveyer belt of Sanderling working their way 

towards us down the beach. We estimated there to be as many as 1000 Sanderling in the flock and they 

were so focused on feeding and in such a large number they were oblivious to us, fed right in front of us 

and kept moving down the beach. Both David and I thought that was a particularly impressive note to end 

our surveys on. Thank you to the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority for funding these 

surveys and to Parks Victoria, in particular David Pitts for logistical support and good company! 

 

 
 

THE HOODED PLOVER - FIGHTING EXTINCTIONS SCHOOLS SHOWCASE PROJECT 

By Year 4 and 5 students of the Our Lady, Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove Primary School 

 

Our stall at the Melbourne Zoo Fighting Extinction Schools Showcase was about the Hooded Plover, which 

live on our beaches here in Ocean Grove. We chose the Hooded Plover because we know a little about 

them but would like to know more and teach others more. They live on our beaches and we know they 

are decreasing in number. In Victoria there are approximately only 600 hoodies left, their status is 

Vulnerable.   

 

One of the main impacts on the hoodies are humans. The hoodies, their eggs and nests can be easily 

accidentally stepped on by humans and dogs as they are very small and are also very camouflaged in the 

sand.  

 

We talked to many visitors the zoo, other schools and zoo staff about the hoodies and these were some 

facts and ways we can save them that we mentioned: 

• the very unique feeding habits of hoodies and why they cannot be bred in captivity. Hooded plovers do 

not regurgitate their food for their chicks. The hooded plover chicks need to find food for themselves 

amongst the seaweed.  

• when there is danger nearby, the parent hoodies call out to their chicks to "drop" until danger passes. 

This can be very exhausting for the babies and they may not have enough energy to find food if they need 

to "drop" a lot. 

• we also reminded people to keep their dogs on a leash because they can be harmful to the baby 

hoodies. This is why at our stall some students dressed up as dogs and showed people how responsible 

dog owners should act.   

• reminders were also given for beachgoers to watch out for "restriction zone" signs in the busy time of 

year from August to March when hoodies are laying their eggs and caring for their young. 

• another important message was about waste. When humans drop rubbish on the beach this can attract 

ravens which can eat the hoodie eggs and baby hoodies therefore it is very important to keep our beaches 

waste and rubbish free. 

• it is important to share our shores! Shores are beautiful places and should enjoyed by all, including: 

wildlife, beachgoers, swimmers and surfers, dog owners, walkers and joggers. 

• to respect all nature and not climb across the dunes because when the dunes have been stepped on 

they create a steeper slope which stops the hoodies from getting up into the dunes at high tides and can 

lead to destroying the dunes. 

 

We had a great day at the zoo and learned a lot from other schools and the guest speakers. We hope we 

can help increase the numbers of hooded plovers and other wildlife in our area and throughout Australia 

by letting others know how important our wildlife is. 

 

Photo: Just a small portion of a massive Sanderling (Calidris alba) flock. David Pitts 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA UPDATES 
 

TO THE EDGE OF THE BIGHT – OUR EXPEDITION TO THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE 

EASTERN HOODED PLOVER’S RANGE! 

Grainne Maguire, Coast and Marine Program Manager, BirdLife Australia 

 

 

 

After a bumpy landing at the Ceduna airstrip, Mike Weston, Dan Lees and I grabbed our packs, ready to 

embark on an adventure! We were headed out towards the Great Australian Bight, to a remote coastline 

in an Indigenous Protected Area, to find and catch hoodies as part of a National Landcare Program funded 

project with Natural Resources Alinytjara Wilurara. 

 

We bundled in to land cruisers and a Hilux, packed to the hilt full of tubs, jerry cans, swags plus a trailer 

with ATV. Of all things, one of the fuses for the air conditioner decided to blow on the drive but luckily it 

wasn’t the previous day, where the temperature had been 52 degrees! Hours of driving along the highway 

Photos: Our Lady, Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove Primary School 

Photos: On our way in. Grainne Maguire 
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past the occasional roadhouse and not much else, followed by a long dirt track through Mallee and low-

lying shrubs, we headed towards the mountainous dunes spilling their sand on to the red interior soil. By 

the coast, in a swale, we set up our camp of swags and tents. Mike, Dan and I had tried hard to pack all 

our camping gear, banding equipment, traps and clothes in to our 15 kg of luggage allowance! 

Unfortunately, this did mean that we skimped on clothes and with no access to showers for four days and 

the fear of being taken by either a shark or rip preventing us access to an ocean bath, we did end up 

rather fragrant! 

 

 

 

On our first afternoon the teams split, with Dan and I lucky enough to be taken in the ATV for a ride along 

the beach to search for birds, making it possible to cover a long stretch towards the cliffs of the Bight. We 

spotted a few Great Knots, Grey Plover, flocks of Sanderling and Red-capped Plovers doing distractions 

and shepherding chicks toward cover, but not a single hoodie in over 15 km of beach. The team on foot 

that headed east returned having found a pair. That evening the winds picked up and I lay in my tent 

listening to the roar of the sea and the fly on my tent flapping madly about. If only we hadn’t spent so 

much time talking about cannibalism the evening before, perhaps I would have been able to fall asleep 

more quickly… 

 

Before the sun came up, the sky rumbled above, and flashes 

of lightening illuminated the tent. By the time we were 

finished our breakfast, the sky was black, thunder roared 

overhead, and the lightening was striking in all directions 

around us. We decided standing outside was probably a bit 

life threatening at that stage, so took cover in the cars until 

the worst had passed! It was then time to be transported out 

to the start of our survey routes, which may sound easy, but 

it involved driving through deep sandy dunes, often over 

blind crests and requiring some tricky navigation by 

experienced drivers to get us through to our destinations. 

Dan, Karena and I set off on our trek, covering around 6km 

of beach and dune, surveying shorebirds along the way and 

searching high and low for hoodies to target for trapping later that day. By the end of our survey, it 

became clear that despite the abundance of nesting dune habitat, feeding habitat appeared the limiting 

factor on this coastline for hoodies. We hadn’t seen a single 

hoodie! We had however seen several Pied Oystercatcher 

recent fledglings plus two dead pilot whales, making the walk 

not a total disaster! The black sky against the white sands of 

the dunes also made for the most stunning scenery to be 

fortunate enough to be walking through. 

 

We met the other teams back at camp, and only one had 

encountered hoodies in their survey routes and only 3 birds! 

Andrew, otherwise known as ‘Squinny’ took us out in the ATV 

to relocate the birds so that we could catch them. Sounds 

easy… Well it wasn’t! Our traps can only be mounted on sand, 

and the birds in this environment are mainly feeding on 

extensive rock platforms backed by dunes as vast as the 

Nullabor itself! We’ve herded birds off rock platforms before though, so surely, we could do it! The herding 

Photos: Grainne Maguire 

Photo: Grainne Maguire 

Photo: Hoodie in hand. Grainne Maguire 
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went to plan but the traps failed on a few attempts, to mine and Mike’s frustrations. I’m sure the 

language we used was permissible when there was no-one within a thousand miles to hear it! Finally, we 

moved a trap to where the birds liked to skirt the edge of the rocks and bingo, we had one. White ‘AL’ (on 

right tibia), named after the Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resources Management Board, was measured and 

a small blood sample taken to help us learn more about the genetic differences between birds within the 

Eastern population and compared to the Western subspecies. Birds closest to the edge of the range are of 

great interest to us, as we are particularly keen to learn whether exchange has occurred between East 

and West and how closely related these birds are to those in NSW for example.  

 

After a comfortable sleep, our third day began with more surveys for two teams, while Mike and I were 

left with one pair of birds that were determined to teach us that they were much smarter than we were! 

Their incredibly rocky territory, again backed by an expansive dune, left us with few options for effective 

locations for our traps and slow and tricky herding challenges. The birds didn’t want to be pushed towards 

the traps and happily flew over half a kilometre to a different rock platform, then back again. The male 

thought it was a good time to court the female and at times forgot we were herding him, he was so 

focused on dashing from side to side and pivoting his rear end skyward. Again, a few crosses and no 

capture, and then the tides rose, and the birds went back in to the dune to roost. That was our 

opportunity gone for that day and we returned to camp, dejected and exhausted! 

 

 
 

The final day we were determined to make the trip a 

success, and to gather more blood samples. We put our 

game faces on and targeted the location where at least 

we’d had success previously. The pair (AL and partner) 

were accompanied by a ‘floater’ hoodie and so we had 3 

birds to manoeuvre, with two potential targets. Long, slow 

walks along the rocks, shepherding them toward the traps 

at either end, and when we did catch one, it was 

unfortunately the flagged bird. Determined as ever, we 

reset some traps in new locations and this time caught an 

unflagged bird, phew. We flagged this one ‘DU’ White. 

Squinny was driving us back towards camp, as we needed 

to pack up and begin the long drive back to Ceduna, 

however as we drove along the beach, I spotted a pair of hoodies roosting on the upper beach and we 

came to a halt. Mike and I looked at each other and we knew we wanted to have a go at catching this pair 

(the pair from the first afternoon). We asked if it was possible to have an hour to try, while the rest of the 

crew packed up camp. We said that if we had no luck by the time Squinny came to get us, that we’d leave 

willingly! As soon as the ATV drove off, the pair flew and flew and flew, way back in to the dunes. It would 

be like finding a needle in a haystack, but hey, we like a challenge! I took the far left, Mike the middle and 

Dan Lees the far right, and off we went to search for these cheeky birds! As I wondered through the 

dunes, I spotted some hoodie prints occasionally and then came across a flock of Major Mitchell Cockatoos 

feeding on Beach Daisy (a weed), their pink plumage a gorgeous contrast against the white dune and 

steely grey sky. Why didn’t I pack my telephoto lens?! And there ahead of me was the pair of hoodies, 

roosting among the Beach Daisy. I walked slowly towards them to see what they would do, to determine 

whether we should attempt a catch. It would be no use if they would just fly from us or were going to 

move unpredictably through the dune. They moved slowly and from clump to clump of daisy, and then 

settled down to roost and preen. We may have a chance!  

Photo: Vast dune system. Grainne Maguire 

Photo: Mike Weston with Hoodie in hand. Grainne Maguire 
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We set the trap in a location that they should prefer to move in and sent Dan around the pair to get 

behind them. At that moment, the Major Mitchells decided they would feed in the clump the hoodies were 

roosting in, threatening to jeopardise our efforts! Dan craftily herded the hoodies from the flock of cockies 

(what a photo that would have made too, a pair of hoodies among pink cockies…deep sigh of regret) and 

slowly they moved toward the trap. Hidden in the dunes, I saw Dan suddenly run and knew we had one. 

We were incredibly lucky that members of the Indigenous community had come down and were able to 

observe the bird in the hand. We flagged this hoodie ‘NR’ White (after natural resources) and released it. 

Success to have caught 3 of the 7 birds observed for the trip. 

 

In March we will return to meet with the Indigenous community to discuss ways to help protect the 

nesting sites, visit the local school and to try to catch a few more birds for genetic samples. It was an 

amazing experience and gave us great insight in to the habitat at the western extent of the Eastern 

range. I love that we never stop learning as part of this project. 

 

 
 

THIS WONDROUS SHORE – MOSAIC SCULPTURED BENCH SEATS AT PORT NEILL 

Karen Carr – Artist at Squashed Cocky Enterprises, Port Lincoln, Eyre Peninsula 

 

The fun began in Port Neill, March 2018 with a 

fantastic group of motivated locals keen to 

share the story of Port Neill’s beach nesting 

birds to the wider local and visiting community. 

Port Neill on eastern Eyre Peninsula is an 

important area for Hooded Plovers, with its 

sandy beaches (some quite remote) supporting 

a number of Hooded Plover nesting pairs. A 

number of Port Neill residents have been 

involved in monitoring Hooded Plover territories 

in the Port Neill area for several years. The idea 

for a community art project grew into a 

functional mosaic sculptured bench seat funded 

by the Australian Government’s National 

Landcare program and supported by Natural 

Resources Eyre Peninsula. 

 

With the assistance of the community through a 

series of workshops, artist Karen Carr designed 

and built a special place to sit and contemplate 

the trials and tribulations of our vulnerable 

shorebirds. During the first community 

workshop Karen introduced the project and the 

basic mosaic skills required while Rachael 

Kannussaar of Natural Resources Eyre Peninsula presented information around beach-nesting shorebirds 

on the Eyre Peninsula. Across several months, 10 x one day community workshops took place in the Port 

Photos: Team heading down the dune; and expansive dunes. Grainne Maguire 

Photos: Enthusiastic participants hard at work! 
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Neill Community Hall where community busily filled in the mosaics around the featured birds created by 

Karen in her studio. During this time there were many conversations about the shorebirds as the interest, 

awareness and enthusiasm really strengthened amongst the community. During addition workshops 

Karen also worked with the Port Neill Primary School students who have created some extra special 

creatures which will be placed around the foreshore area for more exciting discovery and learning. 

 

From the artist’s perspective, here’s how the project evolved.... 

The initial stages of planning a project are always about research, discovery and sketches. I met with local 

experts about shorebirds who shared their knowledge and experience. I could really feel the passion 

coming from all these Hoodie lovers and I felt I needed to help others make that connection, so I decided 

to actually put them straight in the Hoodie Hot Seat! 

 

So, I designed the top of the seat, where you actually sit, to feature the nests of the four featured bird, 

Red-capped Plover, Hooded Plover, Pied Oystercatcher and Sooty Oystercatcher. We would be literally 

sitting on the eggs! I have carved these eggs mostly from local stone with careful attention to detail of 

actual size and shape. I tried but it was difficult to match the actual egg colours, but I love the little flecks 

of black in the granite and with a bit of imagination I think they look similar to the actual eggs! 

 
 

 

 

We have also added the bird’s foot prints, like spokes of a wheel, coming and going from the nest. I did 

have thoughts about depicting some of the hazards/ predators and toyed with the idea of using foot prints 

of foxes or dogs in the sand but was pleased that the community decided against it. We have however 

depicted the Silver Gull just by using the image of his shadow on the sand as they are one of the natural 

predators. 

 

Around the nests I have included my words to explain the fragile life of these birds. "Our parents were 

born and raised, upon this silver shore, now our future is our life challenge”. I wanted the words to be 

prettier, so we toyed with a few ideas but in the end decided it just needed to be simple and from the 

voice of the vulnerable unborn chick inside the egg. Some people may read it and think it is about being a 

human, born into a tiny coastal town and trying to keep the town alive (pub, shops and school open) and 

that's ok, one day the penny may drop? I love those “Ah ha” moments. 
 

The entire bench seat is shaped to curve gently like the beach, with the inside curve facing the sea 

featuring a scene of Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers foraging in the shallows and on the rocks. It also 

includes a poem “This Wondrous Shore” written by Vivonne Rusden, a very special local lady of the area 

who has recently passed away. Viv was amongst many other talents, a great nature enthusiast and poet. 

I feel very honoured that Viv wrote this poem especially for this project. 
 

“I visit the shore 

And breathe the rhythm of the sea into my soul 

All around life teems 

In the water, the rocks, the sand 

Crabs scuttle, plants tumble, birds patrol 

Responding to that same rhythm 

I am replenished, uplifted, renewed 

By this wondrous shore” 
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On one end I have included a sandcastle to help start the conversations about humans and birds 

coexisting. The sandcastle is decorated with a small handprint to represent our next generation, the nature 

lovers of the future. We have also hidden shells and crabs amongst the entire piece for children to 

discover. Lastly but not at all least are the stars of the show a family of Hooded Plovers and Red-capped 

Plovers all busy in the low tide. Already this week while I was installing the bench at the foreshore on its 

beautiful egg-shaped cement pad (which will be polished to reveal the aggregate) many locals and visitors 

have stopped to chat and photograph the bench. I have been excited to see the instant desire to touch 

and discover the features and the giggles about sitting on the eggs. Now with a future plan to add a small 

egg-shaped table I believe this community art will certainly be loved and enjoyed by many locals and 

visitors and continue to spread the word about our precious beach nesting birds for generations to come. 

 

HOODIE BUSINESS ON THE FLEURIEU PENINSULA 

Emma Stephens, Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife Coordinator, BirdLife Australia (supported by 

Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges) 

 

New temporary signage 

We’ve been needing to update our 

temporary signage on the Fleurieu for 

some time now, and so we have finally 

got with the times and printed the 

temporary signs used throughout Victoria 

and SA. The benefit being that of course 

we are now consistent with other regions! 

They’re working really well, and they 

stand out on the beach. The great thing 

about these new signs is that we’ve 

added ALL project partner logos onto the 

signs, affectionately coined as “Plover 

Partners” by NRM Coast and Marine 

Manager, Tony Flaherty (see image 

below). This is new for the Fleurieu. We 

now have 6 Council areas we work 

across, and all 6 Council logos are now 

on the same sign template. This is great 

as it shows all Councils are on board and 

working together for Hoodie 

conservation. It is also fantastic on a 

practical level as we don’t have to print signs specifically for each council area. What was really 

encouraging about the whole process was that each Council were more than happy to have their logo in 

the mix with all the other Councils – showing cross-collaboration is an effective way of working, and that 

they are passionate about Hoodie conservation! The signs are the BirdLife Australia template and printing 

was funded by the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board. 

 

BirdLife Australia’s Certificates of Appreciation to Councils 

District Council of Yankalilla, City of Victor Harbor and Alexandrina Council received BirdLife Certificates of 

Appreciation specifically for “displaying leadership in protecting the Hooded Plover, in particular through 

efforts to promote coexistence between dog walkers and breeding birds”. Each of these councils have 

changed the dog by-law to incorporate changes to benefit Hooded Plovers. Each have done this in a 

Photos: The finished product 

Photo: Volunteers erecting new temporary signage at Hallett Cove. Kerri Bartley 
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slightly different way, please feel free to contact me for further information on this if you’re interested. 

Volunteers continue to do an amazing job of talking with beach-goers and moving these signs to 

accompany nests/chicks. A recently fledged chick at Shelly Beach (first time on this stretch of coast in 3 

years) is a site where dogs have recently been prohibited at all times. We can’t prove it categorically, but 

I’m sure it helped the pair get this chick through! City of Marion has very recently changed the by-law to 

dogs-on-leash at all times where the Hoodies nest at Hallett Cove which is really great. They will receive 

their Certificate of Appreciation in the post soon!!! 

 

ONKAPARINGA BEACHES, FLEURIEU PENINSULA 

Sue and Ash Read, Regional Coordinators (Onkaparinga Beaches), Friends of the Hooded Plover Fleurieu 

Peninsula 

 

There was a disappointing start to the season when a storm on 15th September washed away 3 out of the 

4 nests known to exist at that time. Only the nest at Seacliff, an Adelaide metropolitan beach, survived 

(see article below). A few days later we discovered a nest at Aldinga Beach with 3 eggs, so it too had 

survived the storm. However, it failed just over a week later. As the season progressed the news did not 

get any better with replacement nests failing with regular monotony. At the time of writing, we have had 

18 nests of which 15 have failed to hatch, with a nest still ongoing at both Port Willunga and Seacliff. 

These failures have been due to storm surges, predators and most disappointingly, human interference. 

Unusually, one set of eggs appears to have been taken by a Kestrel, the first such occurrence we have 

experienced here. The continued spread of foxes onto most of our beaches is now posing a huge threat to 

the survival of eggs and chicks. 

 

Apart from Seacliff, the only other successful nest was at Ochre Cove where the 3 chicks hatched from 

their third nesting attempt. However, the following evening a large storm moved in with nearly 2 days of 

continuous strong wind, driving rain and even occasional small hail. After the storm eventually passed, we 

went to inspect the damage and found the entire front section of the nest fence had fallen down, but to 

our amazement all 3 chicks were still present and healthy. It is testament to just how tough these little 

birds are. Unfortunately, the next day only 2 chicks were present, the day after that only one, and then 2 

days later the third chick disappeared – extremely disappointing, with predation by foxes and Kestrels the 

most likely cause. 

 

It will be interesting to see if the situation improves, although in past seasons the best chance we have of 

fledging chicks have been from early season nests, so we may now have missed our best chances of 

success. 

 

SEACLIFF, FLEURIEU PENINSULA – SPRING CHICK CLIFFORD HEADS SOUTH FOR THE SUMMER 

Ligita Bligzna, Volunteer, Friends of the Hooded Plover Fleurieu Peninsula 

 

Clifford (aka Cliff or Cliffy) from Seacliff is believed to be the first Hooded Plover fledgling in the Fleurieu 

Region for the season. 

 

Much to everyone’s surprise while some regular volunteers were travelling up north for the winter, the 

Seacliff pair (aka Clifford’s parents) returned early this season and by the end of August there was a nest. 

This was the first nest for the season to be observed on the Fleurieu Peninsula. The nesting area was 

south of the Young Street stormwater drain where they had successfully bred the previous season and 

further south from previous nesting sites. At the time of nesting, sand replenishment pumping was being 

undertaken and it is thought that this disturbance was the reason why the birds did not nest in the 

previous area at this time. 

 

City of Holdfast Bay Council responded quickly to the report of the nesting area and provided staffing and 

materials to erect the rope fence, standard BirdLife Australia signs and block the walkways to the beach 

either side of the nesting area. They also erected signs at each end of the nesting area requesting that 

dogs be placed on leads at all times for the next 200 metres. This was an initiative by the Council in the 

previous season and has proved successful in raising the awareness of the Hooded Plovers to the many 

hundreds of people who use this metropolitan beach. The majority of dog walkers have been observed in 

either putting their dogs on leads as they approach the area or turning back on the beach and not 

entering the area. Regular dog walkers are also telling other dog walkers to leash their dogs and are 

telling volunteers they are not happy with dog owners who do not do the right thing. 
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Holdfast Bay Council staff continues to be pro-active and respond quickly to requests to move or reinstate 

the fence when damaged and have taken an ongoing interest in Clifford and family with some staff being 

very keen observers and photographers. 

 

BirdLife Australia staff took the opportunity during the incubation period to attempt to band the birds and 

were successful in banding one bird – XS – white band on right leg. From later observations, it has been 

determined that XS is Clifford’s mum.  

 

Following an extra high tide which nearly wiped out the nest, late September saw the arrival of Clifford 

and his two siblings on a usual busy Saturday. Two days later the wise adults walked the family 300 

metres to the north to the relative safety of the Young Street stormwater drain where the birds had spent 

much of the previous summer. This area provides a safe zone from the public and sufficient food when 

there is water in the drain but also attracts predator birds such as Magpies and Pacific Gulls. It was to be 

a Magpie that killed one of Clifford’s siblings a day later and the other sibling was lost a few days later. 

 

Clifford’s early days on the beach coincided with school holidays and in lieu of a Dog’s Breakfast to 

celebrate, a successful Chicks on the Beach information session was organised for a weekday afternoon to 

coincide with forecast sunny weather and tide.  

 

Ongoing Facebook posts by City of Holdfast Bay Council and Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural 

Resources Management Board along with articles and pictures in the local weekly Messenger newspaper 

has helped to raise the community awareness and continued interest in Clifford and his family. This has 

also helped to re-iterate the message about keeping dogs leashed in the area. The volunteers have also 

been spreading the message when on the beach and there appears to be general support from the public 

for keeping dogs leashed in the area. 

 

With Clifford’s successful fledging in late October, dad started to express interest in giving Clifford some 

more siblings with intense scrape building but mum still wanted Clifford to hang around a little longer. 

Another few weeks went by and eventually Clifford headed off and was observed by volunteers 30km to 

the south at Snapper Point at the northern end of Aldinga Beach. 

 

Clifford’s parents have since nested to the north of the first nest site of the season on a sand dune which 

was created as a result of sand replenishment pumping south of the Young Street drain. Fingers crossed 

for another successful breeding attempt at Seacliff this season. 

 

Thank you to my fellow volunteers for their hard work and dedication throughout the season so far and 

acknowledge the help and support provided by staff at City of Holdfast Bay Council, BirdLife Australia, 

Natural Resources Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges, and Department for Environment and Water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Council staff erecting fence. John Cobb 

Photo: Cliff sighted at Snapper Point. Ash Read 

Photo: Nest among sea rocket. John Cobb 

Photo: The pair looking on. John Cobb 
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HALLETT COVE, FLEURIEU PENINSULA 

John Cobb, Volunteer, Friends of the Hooded Plover Fleurieu Peninsula 

 

After the first recorded successful fledging for this site last year, the pair – UV and partner remained 

throughout the winter months along with the usual mix of species who call this rocky shoreline home. This 

area is a real diversity “hot-spot” where some unusual species are being observed; all the more 

remarkable given the surrounding urbanization. 

 

We got off to a good start with the pair making scrapes high on the rocky beach underneath a small 

remnant sand dune south of Field River followed by one egg. It took another week before a second egg 

was found and then nothing else happened – no more eggs and no evidence of incubation. Three weeks 

after the first egg was laid the nest was found to be full of wind-blown debris and UV had disappeared and 

another unbanded bird had taken its place. Unfortunately, UV has not been seen again in the Fleurieu 

region and apart from the possibility that its flag has been lost, we fear the worst. Also, the disappearance 

of UV may explain why the nest with two eggs was abandoned.   

 

The new pair took a few weeks to settle down before they were observed making scrapes and then mating 

(see photos below), this time in a new area north of the river. Three eggs were located in a small patch of 

sand next to the rocky beach and fences/signs were moved and an access path onto the beach was 

blocked – thanks to Marion Council staff. The new site was more vulnerable to disturbance and tidal 

inundation and on a site visit at high tide during a series of storms to hit South Australia, I observed 

water flooding the nest but without dislodging the eggs. The incubating bird left the nest as waves arrived 

and quickly returned on the ebbs; its partner was positioned nearby and demonstrated considerable 

stress. The following morning the forecast high tide was 0.5m higher and regrettably, the nest site had 

been lost under a bank of seaweed with the birds watching rather forlornly a short distance away. Two 

damaged eggs were located amongst weed lower down the beach. 

 

These events occurred less than two weeks ago, and subsequent observations indicate that the birds 

remain in the area and there’s still time for another attempt! On a positive note Marion Council are 

undertaking consultation about changing the route of the coastal path which currently runs along the 

beach through both nesting sites. Information published by the Council acknowledges the breeding sites 

and we are reasonably confident that an alternative route will be established. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos: Hoodies courting and mating. Miles Ramm 
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SUCCESS AT SHELLEY BEACH, FLEURIEU PENINSULA 

Wendy White, Regional Coordinator (Myponga to Lands End), Friends of the Hooded Plover Fleurieu 

Peninsula 

 

Hooded Plover volunteers are so excited on the Fleurieu between Myponga Beach and Lands End as they 

have had their first fledgling for the season at Shelley Beach. In fact, their first fledgling for 3 years!!! 

Rick named it Rocky, due to him hiding behind the rocks 

every time a volunteer tried to look for him, he was born on 

27th October and eventually fledged on 4th December and 

has now taken off on his own adventure.  

 

Shelley Beach has always been a favourite area for dog 

walkers until the Yankalilla Council recently decided to make 

it a dog free beach all year round. Hooded Plover volunteers 

were ecstatic with this new by-law only to find out a few 

months later that some elected members had over turned 

the by-law and made it a dog off leash beach without any 

public consultation.  

 

One of the elected members, also a Hooded Plover volunteer requested that the decision be rescinded. 

With the help of a letter from BirdLife Australia, the local volunteer coordinator addressing the elected 

members at a council meeting and the Hooded Plover volunteer making a passionate speech, the decision 

was rescinded. A great win! 

 

However, people still take their dogs for a walk on the beach off the leash. The Yankalilla Council 

compliance officer has been out and about at all Hooded Plover nesting sites in the area and has 

responded to a few calls from HP volunteers regarding dogs off the leash. One local lady has been fined, 

for not having her dog on a leash on Shelley Beach, she even admitted her dog loved chasing the Hooded 

Plovers!! 

 

A huge thanks to all the Hooded Plover volunteers at Shelley Beach, the Yankalilla Council staff and the 

local community. 

 

A HOODIE ABROAD 

Jean Turner, Beach-nesting Birds Project Officer based in Kangaroo Island, BirdLife Australia 

 

When a banded Hooded Plover with a white leg flag turned up at our local beach on Kangaroo Island (KI) 

in June 2018 we were surprised and excited.  As far as we knew, no Hooded Plovers banded on KI had 

engraved white leg flags.  So, who was this new kid on the block? A lucky photo revealed the flag 

engraving ‘ZW’.  Renee was on KI that day and excitedly checked the banding records.  She confirmed 

that Hooded Plover White ‘ZW’ (right leg) was a young female, banded as a fledgling in February 2016 at 

Lands End, southern Fleurieu Peninsula. After White ‘ZW’ left Lands End, no further sightings were 

reported until she turned up at Island Beach, KI. 

 

For the next four weeks White ‘ZW’ hung around Island Beach with another adult Hoodie.  We hoped she 

would stay to breed, but by the end of the July both birds had disappeared.  Maybe the school holiday 

beach-walkers and dogs were just too much for a Hoodie from Lands End! No more was seen of White 

‘ZW’ until three months later at American Beach, a quiet spot on the shore of Eastern Cove.  A few people 

and their dogs regularly walk along American Beach, but the far end of the beach is covered in a thick 

platform of seagrass wrack and rarely visited. 

 

Once again luck played a part in sighting White ‘ZW’.  We were looking down from the cliff edge to check 

on a pair of Pied Oystercatchers we knew were nesting on the seagrass wrack below.  The shrill warning 

call of the ‘guard’ Oystercatcher not only sent its mate off their nest.  A Hooded Plover also scurried 

quickly to the shore. Hmmm - a Hooded Plover way up on the dry wrack?  That was suspicious!   

 

Its partner promptly appeared from the waterline to join it, sporting a metal band and white leg flag.  You 

guessed it – White ‘ZW’.  Their behaviour suggested a nest close to the Pied Oystercatchers’. The 

seagrass wrack provided great camouflage for the incubating plover.  A further two visits and lots of 

Photo: “Rocky”. Rick Williams 
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squinting through the scope were needed to pinpoint the location and check the nest - a faint scrape with 

three beautiful eggs. 

 

Next time I checked, both adults were at the shore, away from their nest.  They were keeping watch over 

three very active fluff-balls.  Despite extreme high tides and wild weather of mid-November, the nest had 

survived. It may sound like White ‘ZW’ and partner have picked an idyllic place to raise their chicks.  

Certainly, it is a beautiful beach with little human disturbance.  However, the tall dunes and cliffs bring 

other threats.  Magpies and Ravens roost in Mallee trees along the dune crest throughout the day.  And 

Osprey regularly fly over, sometimes roosting on dead branches of shrubs growing on the cliffs.  A chick 

would be a good snack for their own offspring.  No wonder the Pied Oystercatchers and Hooded Plovers 

are so wary of what looks down from above! 

 

The two remaining Hooded Plover chicks are now over 2 weeks old and forage along the shore under close 

supervision.  White ‘ZW’ and her partner are very alert, disciplined parents, promptly moving the chicks 

away from avian predators and sending them to hide in plants at the dune edge.  Hopefully they will 

succeed in defending the chicks through to fledging and beyond.  The story of White ‘ZW’ shows the value 

of bird banding and citizen science monitoring to help understand the population dynamics and ecology of 

a species.  While we don’t know if ‘ZW’s’ partner is a local lad, we do at least know that Hooded Plovers 

can cross Backstairs Passage, with the possibility of genetic exchange between the Fleurieu Peninsula and 

Kangaroo Island. And that’s gotta be a good thing for a healthy Hooded Plover population! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOODIE ‘BIG DAY OUT’ ON THE FLEURIEU 

Peter Hammond and Nirbeeja Saraswati, Volunteers, Friends of the Hooded Plover Kangaroo Island 

 

Early last month a number of Kangaroo Island volunteers from the hooded plover conservation program 

were treated to a day out on the Fleurieu, where we met with local volunteers. What a wonderfully 

inspiring day it was! 

 

We visited Normanville, Aldinga and Victor Harbor. Everyone there made us feel very welcome, and it was 

great to be able to see what they are doing to help the hoodies on their local beaches.  Many of the 

challenges their local hoodies face – such as habitat destruction and predation – are the same as their KI 

cousins, but they also have to overcome far higher beach usage by people and their vehicles. It was truly 

inspiring to see the enthusiasm of the local volunteers in the face of these challenges, and to hear of their 

successes against the odds. 

 

We picked up some very practical tips about fencing around nesting sites, monitoring nests and hoodie 

activity generally, and the importance of engaging the local community in conservation efforts, including 

through the example of Normanville Natural Resources Centre, which is a true gem. It was a big day, and 

we’re pretty sure everyone slept well that night. But we returned re-invigorated and with new ideas to 

help our local hooded plovers in their ongoing battle to survive. A huge thank you to Emma Stephens of 

BirdLife Australia who was our tour guide for the day, to the volunteers of the Fleurieu who were gracious 

hosts, and to BirdLife Australia and the other sponsors who made the event happen. We felt very spoilt! 

Keep up the great work everyone! This event was funded by the Letcombe foundation with some 

additional support from Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges. Renee from BirdLife did an 

amazing job organising all the logistics for the day to make it a great success. 

Photos: White ZW leading; and White ZW and partner with 2-week old chicks. Jean Turner 
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NEW SOUTH WALES UPDATES 

A PAIR OF BEACH STONE-CURLEWS NESTING AT HASTINGS POINT ON THE TWEED 

COAST 

Graeme Hodgkinson, Volunteer, Tweed Coast 

 
My wife, Wendy, and I moved to Hastings Point in December 2015 and I immediately became interested 

in the shorebirds that lived around the Cudgera Creek estuary. I soon realized that I had a lot of learning 

to do and so I attended an introductory session on Australian Shorebirds by BirdLife Australia at Pottsville 

in the beginning of 2017.  

 

Most days I wandered along the estuary, ocean beach and the Point at Hastings Point and began to notice 

the various birds and their habits. I would then look them up in the books I had at home and try to 

identify them. Twice I had noticed what looked like a single Beach Stone-curlew at some distance, but it 

was too far away to identify for sure. I was excited because I read that that species was endangered. 

 

Late afternoon on the 30th October (2018) I was doing my usual afternoon wander when I saw on the 

sand near the mouth of the creek a bird that was similar to the Bush Stone-curlew I had seen near our 

house. But I knew enough to be able to identify it as a Beach Stone-curlew. I became very excited. I had 

my camera with me and was able to take some good photos of the bird. Then, low and behold, a second 

bird joined the first and I realized here was a pair of the endangered species. I took more photos of the 

two birds together. I wondered why they were not frightened and hadn’t flown away. 

 

As I reluctantly left the pair, I noticed that they followed me.  After I had passed a small bush one of the 

birds went and sat under the bush. Then, at last, the penny dropped, and I realized that they had a nest 

under that scrub! Then I was really excited as I began to realize the significance of this discovery. After 

watching the nesting pair for a couple of days at a safe distance I saw a child run near the nest and the 

bird immediately left the nest. I took the opportunity to take a photo of the single egg that lay in a 

shallow scrape under the bush. After I quickly left the nest the bird soon returned to sit on the egg.  The 

spot they had chosen to lay their egg was in the centre of one of the most popular family picnic areas on 

the Tweed Coast! 

 

The day after I found the nest, I made enquiries and found the name of a person to contact in the Tweed 

Shire Council who could help with identifying and protecting the nesting birds. I was surprised and 

grateful at the fast and efficient way that Tanya Fountain and Pamela Gray from the Council acted. The 

Photos: Peter Hammond and Nirbeeja Saraswati 
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next working day a rope fence and signs were erected around the nest. It was soon realized that the 

fence was not sufficient to safeguard the birds and soon after that the fence was replaced with a partial 

wire fence and extended further out from the nest. More signs were erected, and the Shire’s Dog Patrol 

were soon making regular visits to keep at bay the threat of dogs off leashes. Tanya also notified Linda 

Brannian from BirdLife Northern Rivers who then organised people to oversee the birds and to observe 

their behaviour.  

 

We are all now on tenterhooks as the hatching of the chick must only be days away. I am grateful to be 

part of this adventure. I understand that no other nesting pair of Beach Stone-curlews has been observed 

on the Tweed Coast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HASTINGS POINT BEACH STONE-CURLEWS; A FLAGSHIP FOR TWEED HEADS 

Renee Mead, Beach-nesting Birds Program Coordinator, BirdLife Australia 

 

In early December Kasun and I were lucky enough to head up to Northern NSW to help raise awareness of 

the pair of Beach Stone-curlews that had decided to nest in a very odd location. Beach Stone-curlews 

(BSC) are extremely shy birds, and not a lot is known about these birds, so when this pair decided to nest 

in one of the busiest locations on the Tweed Coast, everyone was surprised! With a lot of hard work from 

BirdLife Northern Rivers and Tweed Shire Council, the chick hatched from the egg just a couple of days 

before Kasun and I arrived. We ran multiple events, making the most of two of us being there, with Kasun 

and Linda Brannian running beach walks at Kingscliff, Hastings Point and Pottsville. I was very excited to 

be able to run the scope sessions at the site with the little chick and just chat to anyone who would listen 

to me about how special these birds are, and how rare it is for them to not only be seen, but to see a 

chick! We were able to hand out our brand-new materials that had been designed via the NSW 

environment trust. Our new Dog leads, Wing Thing Activity Books and Beach Stone-curlew stickers were 

very popular with everyone who looked through the scope and came for a chat. Everyone who came up 

for a chat was excited to see such a threatened species – and quite a few of them got to see the chick! It 

was so rewarding to hear the public’s reaction to seeing the chick – there were many “ooh” and “ahh” 

moment – and a lot of “I can see it!!” and “it’s so cute.”  

 

We also ran a bird talk which was a great opportunity for the community to learn more about the birds, 

and attendees had many questions which we could help with. Kasun and I also ran a kayak tour, which 

was a first for us and it was booked out very quickly! It was a lovely way to view the birds in the amazing 

estuarine systems in Northern NSW, and we were even able to see a 3-week-old Pied Oystercatcher chick.  

 

The events were well received by the public and most people were super keen to get involved. The chick 

takes about 11 weeks to fledge, we visited it when it was only 9 days old. The chick is still going strong, 

and the extra help from the volunteer wardens will give this chick a better chance at survival over the 

peak summer period. Everyone cross your fingers that this chick can make it.  Thank you to the NSW 

Environmental Trust for funding this critical awareness raising work. 

 

Photos: The single egg nest; and the pair of Beach Stone-curlews. Graeme Hodgkinson 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA UPDATES 
 

CAPE TO CAPE UPDATE FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Marcus Singor, Coordinator, Hooded Plover Program Western Australia 

 

When we talk about the Cape to Cape region in Western Australia, we mean the stretch of beautiful 

beaches and coves that can be found between Cape Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin. The best part is that 

the beaches are backed by our famous wineries. A great place to stop off after a hard day’s surveying.  

The partnership between BirdLife Australia and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 

Attractions (DBCA) has been going from strength to strength. 

 

There was a good turn up at the Hooded Plover workshops conducted by Christine Taylor, the 

Conservation Officer from DBCA and supported by Christine Wilder from our Cape to Cape BirdLife Group. 

The two workshops were held in September and November 2018. We had 15 volunteers attend the first 

workshop and 9 volunteers at the second workshop. Presently there are 18 volunteers actively monitoring 

our Hooded Plover population on the Cape to Cape beaches, a great result leading into the holiday period. 

The feedback we received was very positive and complimentary, the workshops were run professionally, 

were informative and got volunteers motivated. There was a noticeable spike in Hooded Plover portal 

reports after the workshops which confirmed those in attendance were keen to hit the ground running and 

assist in monitoring our beaches. These workshops have supplemented the pool of volunteers available to 

help us monitor our beaches and raised community interest. 

 

At the time of writing (mid-November), the first reports of breeding Hooded Plover are coming in. By all 

accounts the Cape to Cape spring season is off to a good start. Natalie Bell reported seeing the first 

Hooded Plover chick for the season on the reef north of the mouth of the Margaret River (8 November 

2018). Hooded Plovers are reasonably safe when they breed on the north side of the river as few people 

venture across when the river flows. This will soon stop, and the river mouth will be blocked by a sandbar 

Photos (clockwise from top left): BSC nesting site at Hastings Point; BSCs with the one-week old chick; BSC scoping 

session at Hastings Point; guided walk at Pottsville; and kayak tour along Cudgera Creek. Renee Mead 
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opening up the north side of the river to the general public. Unfortunately, a week later the Margaret 

River chick had disappeared. Indications were that this Hooded Plover pair might be making a second 

breeding attempt. 

 

Further breeding was reported at Grunters Point (October 2018) always a high-risk location for our 

Hooded Plovers as this is a popular and busy beach. The resident Hooded Plover pair generally have 

second and third clutches at Grunters Point before success. At Conto Beach (October 2018) a nest with 

three eggs was seen and as this location is a bit more isolated, we often get a successful breeding 

outcome. Greg Woodward mentioned he had seen one chick the Conto Beach location on 16 November 

2018. The DBCA has been busy installing signs and fencing to protect the breeding sites. Once a Hooded 

Plover nest site is reported they try and install protective measures the same day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRDS ON THE EDGE - HOODED PLOVER AND SALT LAKE FORESHORE CONSERVATION IN WESTERN 

AUSTRALIA 

Marcus Singor (Coordinator, Hooded Plover Program Western Australia) and Basil Schur (Project Manager, 

Green Skills) 

 

There is an ancient chain of salt lakes that runs north of the Stirling Ranges National Park. These are 

located in the south-west of Western Australia and were identified as an important region for Hooded 

Plovers. In Western Australia a large section of the Hooded Plover population resides and breeds at salt 

lakes. 

 

Steve Elson, who is long time shorebird enthusiast from Ongerup (author of the Field Guide to the 

Shorebirds of South-Western Australia, Volume 1. 2017), has mapped where Hooded Plovers have been 

noted breeding on the North Stirling lakes for the past 15 years. Building on this work and commencing in 

late 2016, Tony Peterson from Green Skills went out and checked the lakes to help identify the most 

important ones. His work focussed mainly on four farms, owned by the Lehmann, Pech, 

Bradshaw/Carnegie and Jones families. What became clear was that a number of factors was impacting on 

the breeding success for Hooded Plovers at these lakes. Extensive land clearing in the past had left the 

lake shorelines exposed with little shelter from predators. Livestock intruded on the lakes foreshore which 

often resulted in nests being trampled. 

 

After considering the available information, Tom South Lake, on Graham Jones’s farm, and specific lakes 

on the Lehmann, Pech and Bradshaw/Carnegie farms were identified as the lakes that would benefit most 

from the implementation of conservation measures. These lakes are located to the north east of the town 

Cranbrook and often, but not always retain water throughout our dry and hot summers. Tom South Lake 

was a known breeding site for Hooded Plover and accommodated good numbers of migratory and 

Australian-breeding shorebirds. After consulting with the local owners of the farming properties, a project 

was initiated. The aim was to protect the Hooded Plover breeding sites by securing the lake foreshore. It 

takes a lot of time and effort to bring a conservation project to fruition. You need to marshal volunteers, 

seek funding, arrange partnerships with other groups, liaise with stakeholders, acquire the right permits 

and gain permission from land owners. The driving force behind these projects has been Basil Schur, the 

Photos: Christine Taylor of DBCA presenting (Christine Wilder); Hoodie breeding site with fence and signs installed (Christine Taylor). 
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Project Manager of Green Skills who has kept the projects on track and got everyone involved. The local 

conservation organisations and the farming communities were quick to line up when they heard about the 

project and gave their full support. 

 

The project will deliver tangible benefits to the farmers such as; the restoration of the vegetation fringe 

around the salt lakes which will provide shade and shelter for livestock, reduced soil erosion, improved 

water quality, degradation of the lake edges will be reduced, less salty soil will blow onto surrounding 

farm land and biodiversity will be improved. Once Green Skills had formulated the plan to deliver the 

conservation objectives, that were going to improve the salt lake foreshore habitat, it was all hands to the 

pump. The Gillamii Centre who enables the implementation of sustainable agricultural practices was at the 

fore front and provided valuable advice. The three major tasks were the fencing of the salt lakes and 

revegetating the lake perimeter whilst still preserving suitable beach habitat as breeding sites for Hooded 

Plover and building a bird hide. The Gillamii Centre, with help from the Shire of Cranbrook and Green 

Skills constructed a Bird Hide at Bob’s Lake and installed some screening at the sides. Local native 

vegetation was planted around the bird hide to make it blend in with the surroundings. 

 

Two wetland citizen science events have been held on site with the local Cranbrook Primary School, 

wetland ecologists Geraldine and Steve Janicke, and interested bird watchers and local residents 

(remembering this was all happening on private property). A 3.7 km fence, completely fencing Tom South 

Lake, was completed in July 2018. The two conservation projects which were aimed at fostering a greater 

understanding and appreciation of the environment and this outcome was achieved. This is a good 

example of the rural community working together to improve their local environment. The local farmers 

are to be commended for their generosity and conservation values. Pupils from the Cranbrook Primary 

School have been actively involved in the revegetation of the salt lake foreshore. They planted local trees 

species and learnt about the invertebrate that live in the lake and provide food for water- and shorebirds. 

Hopefully the invertebrate bio-mass will increase as a result of better water quality through the 

revegetation. These two flagship conservation projects have now been completed and the benefits are 

already becoming evident with shoreline vegetation re-establishing itself. The bird hide is attracting 

visitors. 

 

Green Skills has made a promotional video to showcase the project called “Birds on the edge” which can 

be viewed on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwO5s3XWM8c). The video gives a good 

overview of the salt lakes that the Hooded Plover inhabits. They also have a Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/GreenSkillsInc/). There is a Green Skills blog post link to the YouTube film at 

https://greenskills.org.au/blog/2018/11/21/youtube-short-film-released-on-cranbrooks-salt-lakes/. This 

presentation gives you a good taste of the enthusiasm generated for the project with the local farming 

community, school children, volunteers, ecologists and BirdLife Australia all working together to achieve 

some excellent outcomes. Green Skills who took carriage of the project can be proud of their 

achievements and it shows what partnerships can accomplish even if you can only make a small 

contribution. We look forward to monitoring the changes over the coming years. Remarkable outcomes 

achieved from the 2018 program were: 

• 7 Lake projects on 4 farms, 

• 14 km of fencing, 12 ha of foreshore revegetation completed, 

• 11 bird habitat islands created, 

• Tom South Lake fenced and ongoing biosurveys, 

• Strong local Cranbrook NRM group and school involvement, 

• Farming families engaged in birdwatching, and 

• Hooded Plover breeding habitat protected. 

 

Many thanks go to the local landowners including the Lehmann, Pech, Bradshaw/Carnegie, Jones and 

Williamson families who gave permission to work on their lands and assisted in the projects. The 

Gondwana Wetlands North Stirling Lakes project has been supported by the following organisations: 

Green Skills, The Gillamii Centre, The Koorabup Trust, BirdLife Australia, Gondwana Link Ltd, Greening 

Australia, The WA Government’s Natural Resource Management Program, South Coast NRM and the 

Australian Government’s National Landcare Program, Steve and Geraldine Janicke, and the International 

Living Lakes Network. 
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwO5s3XWM8c
https://www.facebook.com/GreenSkillsInc/
https://greenskills.org.au/blog/2018/11/21/youtube-short-film-released-on-cranbrooks-salt-lakes/
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A PAGE TURNER 

FAIRY TERN BREEDING SEASON IN WESTERN PORT AND PORT PHILLIP BAYS, 2018-19 

Dr Amy Adams, Fairy Tern Project Officer, BirdLife Australia 

 

The 2018-19 breeding season for Fairy Terns in Western Port and Port Phillip Bays has been off to a slow 

start. Only a handful of adults were recorded during October, with numbers only increasing significantly in 

late November. Excitingly, a flock of between 100-150 small terns were seen in Port Phillip Bay with about 

half thought to be Fairy Terns! This would represent a significant proportion of the local Fairy Tern 

population. 

 

Recent site visits to previous breeding sites have failed to detect breeding activity or nests, although there 

is still hope the birds will breed here this season as they tend to be late breeders in this region. Our 

monitoring has revealed a sole Little Tern nest at a previously significant tern breeding site, which is very 

exciting. Adult Fairy Terns have also been observed in this area and it is hoped that they too will select 

the site for breeding. 

 

This season, we have both temporary and permanent signs set-up at two locations where Fairy Terns 

have breed in the last couple of years in the hope to minimise disturbance to these areas. We also have 

motion-detecting cameras set-up at three locations to record both the threats in the area and to monitor 

any terns. These sites and cameras will be monitored regularly and moved when required. The community 

group, the Friends of French Island, held a fantastic working bee prior to this year’s breeding season at 

the Fairy Tern site on French Island which saw the area cleared of weeds and the addition of shell-grit to 

enhance the breeding site. Now for the Fairy Terns to turn up! A fox control program was also delivered 

alongside Parks Victoria Queenscliff on Sand Island to rid the potential breeding area of foxes in October. 

The Fairy Tern Project continues to monitor Fairy Terns in Western Port and Port Phillip Bays. Please 

report any sightings to Amy Adams at amy.adams@birdlife.org.au. We would like to thank the continuing 

support of all partners and community groups involved in this project. 

Photos: Supplied by Green Skills and Basil Schur 

mailto:amy.adams@birdlife.org.au
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GIPPSLAND LAKES PROJECT AND VICTORIAN COASTAL COUNCIL AWARD 

Deb Sullivan, Gippsland Lakes Project Officer, BirdLife Australia 

 

There are still smiles all-round the Gippsland Lakes after a multi-agency program ‘Gippsland Lakes 

Migratory Shorebird Habitat Restoration” received the award for Biodiversity Conservation at the Victorian 

Coastal Council Awards. The project was a collaboration between Gippsland Ports, Parks Victoria, DELWP, 

BirdLife Australia, and Nungurner Landcare Group to restore two islands within the Gippsland Lakes 

system to increase critical breeding habitat for beach-nesting and migratory shorebirds. 

 

The Gippsland Lakes are home to hundreds of species of migratory and resident waterbirds, seabirds and 

shorebirds. The area is listed under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, and 

many of the feathered visitors are protected by international migratory bird agreements. Annually, more 

than 20 species of migratory waders visit the Gippsland Lakes to feed, rest and breed. Crescent Island, 

Pelican Island and nearby sand spits provide critical habitat and refuge for hundreds of bird species, 

including one of only 2 of Victoria’s Pelican rookeries. Over the past decade, erosion, destabilisation and 

flooding have diminished these habitats considerably, impacting breeding activity and survival.  

 

Monitoring of the island after the completion of the sand works has presented good news with both 

species of small Terns –Fairy and Little- returning to the area to breed and they continue to do so this 

season! Not only has this work been a success for the small Tern species but also for other beach-nesting 

species. Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Hooded Plovers and Red-capped Plovers also continue to benefit 

from the increase in habitat. Migratory shorebirds have also been a welcome return, foraging across the 

tidal sand flats in better numbers. BirdLife Australia project staff and volunteers from BirdLife East 

Gippsland continue to monitor the islands as part of ongoing project work. The funding for this work is 

part of the “Love our Lakes” initiative.  

Photo: Fairy Tern temporary sign. Amy Adams Photo: Fairy Tern permanent sign. Scott Coutts 
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FAIRY TERN MONITORING PROJECT, BIRD ISLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Aleisa Lamanna and Emma Stephens, Sharing our Shores with Coastal Wildlife Coordinators, BirdLife 

Australia (supported by Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges) 

 

BirdLife Australia and Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges (NRAMLR) are partnering on a 

new Fairy Tern monitoring project at Bird Island, Outer Harbour. Bird Island is one of 19 Fairy Tern 

breeding locations in South Australia and has in recent years seen colonies of up to 60 nests (Johnston 

2018). The South Australian Fairy Tern (Sternula nereis) population is in decline and breeding success is 

threatened. The Fairy Tern is listed as Endangered under the SA National Parks and Wildlife Act, and 

Vulnerable under the Environment Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act. The purpose of this Bird 

Island Fairy Tern project is to monitor the breeding success and threats of the only known Fairy Tern 

breeding colony in the NRAMLR region. The rationale for the program is linked directly to the Bird Island 

Biodiversity Action Plan (BIBAP) developed by Natural Resources AMLR (Ecological Evaluation Pty Ltd., 

2014). One of the high priority actions in the BIBAP is to monitor location and nesting success of Fairy 

Tern colonies. The BIBAP also uses the Fairy Tern as a flagship species and a means of assessing the 

effectiveness of management actions on the island.  

 

With a group of about 8 trained volunteers, Sharing our Shores with Coastal 

Wildlife staff Aleisa Lamanna and Emma Stephens began monitoring the Island in 

November. Visits thus far have yielded observations of non-breeding birds in low 

numbers and we hope that nesting will start soon as in previous years it has 

commenced in November. Recent storm activity may have been a deterrent. Nest 

cameras were installed where Fairy Terns had been observed landing and what 

appeared to be scrapes were present. The cameras picked up other activity that 

may also be a deterrent or failure of nesting such as a fox (fox control on the 

island is imminent). Interestingly the cameras also picked up that this location is a 

favoured roosting site for Caspian Terns, Red-capped Plovers and Red-necked 

Stint! We look forward to seeing what the coming months bring as staff and 

volunteers head over to Bird Island for weekly monitoring of the Fairy Terns. 

 

And a special shout out to our boat Captain Steve Papp for getting us over to the 

Island in a little tinny so that this monitoring can happen. Thank you, Steve! 

 

LITTLE TERNS, YOU WIN! 

Tetsuya Nozawa, Aichi Branch, Wild Bird Society of Japan 

 

As a summer visitor, the Little Tern migrates to Japan from the Australia, Papua New Guinea, and New 

Zealand region every April. The Little Tern originally bred on sandy coasts, inlands with shingle and shells, 

and estuaries in central Japan. Recently, almost all of their natural breeding grounds have been lost due 

Photos: Fairy Tern feeding chick; and male Red-capped Plover at Gippsland Lakes. John Hutchison 

Photo: Captain Steve at the 

helm! Aleisa Lamanna 
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to reclamations and development of industrial lands. So, currently, the Little Tern, losing their natural 

breeding grounds, breeds on the development lands before construction or during construction work. 

That’s why their breeding on the development lands often lead to friction with the land owners. 

 

Last year, a flock of Little Terns started to breed on a development land which was owned by a local 

public company, and the land was scheduled to be used for a car event in a few weeks. Because of our 

proposal to preserve the breeding area in the development land, the local public company had to develop 

an alternative area for the car event with huge cost. 

 

 

This year, the local public company, seemed to learn by the experience last year, tried to interrupt the 

breeding of Little Terns in the development land with huge cost, also at this time: spreading a large 

amount of dark sand, using streamers, and hiring a couple of workers to expel the Little Terns. I don’t 

know how much tax money was spent on this effort, though. 

 

And you know what happened? The Little Terns come back 

again to the development land! And they started to breed in 

spite of interruption; the total number of Little Tern was 

about 600!  Beloved Little Terns, you win! 

 

This year, we started “Little Tern decoy project”. We made 

hundreds of Little Tern decoys by injection moulding and 

placed the decoys on three potential colony sites with the 

cooperation of private companies. 

 

One small colony was made on one of the potential colony 

sites, but breeding was unsuccessful due to chick predation 

by the Kestrel, a natural enemy of the Little Tern. However, 

we felt a certain reaction to the decoy effect. So we will 

definitely make this project a success next year. We believe 

that this decoy project will produce good results for both Little Terns and humans in the future. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Photos: Little Terns nesting on development land; and local company using alternative area for the car event 

Photo: Making Little Tern decoys 


