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UPDATE FROM THE BEAC H-NESTING BIRDS TEAM  

Dr Grainne Maguire , Coast  and Marine  Program Manager , BirdLife Australia  

 

There are so many exciting projects happening around Australia to protect beach -nesting birds and this 

edition  of Word about the Hood  showcases but a few of these. This includes our recent Eastern Hooded 

Plover population count, where you can read of the e fforts of volunteers to assist us in surveying 

thousands of kilometres of beach and the sheer logistics involved including volunteers driving and 

canoeing other teams to access their starting points! The sedentary behaviours of the birds in November 

(the p eak of the breeding season), their beach habitats that are easier than most vegetated habitats to 

survey, and the speciesô conspicuousness and easily identifiable features, make it possible to attempt to 

census the Eastern population in one highly coordina ted effort occurring within a short window of time. 

This gives us our best estimate of population size and allows us to detect changes to the trajectory. You 

can read about the very different challenges of surveying the Western Australian subspecies, which  is far 

more difficult to monitor due to their nomadic movements and use of salt lakes across the vast interior of 

southern WA.  

 

Up North, we were delighted to hear that a participant of a beach -nesting birds workshop in Pottsville over 

a year ago, discov ered a nesting pair of Beach Stone -curlews at Hastings Point and recognised 

immediately the importance of their sighting! This is a new breeding location and what a choice of location 

it is, right next to picnic tables and a childrenôs playground ï such a surprising choice for these incredibly 

shy and rare birds. Currently we are all hoping for the clock to tick faster so that this chick can survive the 

long eleven -week period before fledging. With such a tremendous local council, Tweed Shire, and some 

very  excited locals, we hold every hope for this family of birds. You can also read about beach -nesting 

seabird projects, with a number of fairy tern projects underway, another of Australiaôs threatened species. 

 

I hope you enjoy Evanôs retelling of his biennial count experience as much as I did! It reminded me of 

how lucky we are to work with such enthusiastic people, always looking for new things to learn and at the 

same time contributing to delivering tangible conservation outcomes. When improving the outlo ok for 

these birds becomes challenging, such as the dereliction of responsibility in western Victoria where 

protective planning overlays have been overturned and national legislation ignored only to accommodate 

a handful of race horse trainers, itôs knowing that we have such a groundswell of people who care about 

the impact we have on the birds, that keeps us all going. Educating others about the value of our coastal 

habitats and wildlife, and inspiring behaviour change to protect these irreplaceable values  takes time,  but 

I think with every passing year, as the 

number of volunteers grows,  and we share 

our stories online, in the media and in our 

communities, we get closer and closer to 

meaningful, long - term change.  

 

Have a wonderful and safe Christmas. Take 

care and I hope that we have a successful 

season to match all the effort that is put in.  
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Fleurieu  Peninsula óSouth Coastô Regional Coordinator (now retired from this role) 

Elizabeth Steele -Collins  

 

What made you want to volunteer on the Beach - nesting Birds Project and when did you start?  

The first time I ever saw little Hooded Plovers was on Waitpinga Beach in 1999, as they darted around the 

waterôs edge feeding. I knew what they were and thought they were adorable,  

but I knew very little about them back then. Some years later (mid -2000) I  read 

about the óSave the Hooded Ploverô program starting up on the Fleurieu 

Peninsula,  but I didnôt get involved until 2012 when another volunteer invited 

me to accompany her on a Hooded Plover survey of Tunkalilla Beach. I straight 

away fell in love with  the wildness of the place and the plucky spirit of the 

Hooded Plovers I was privileged to watch that day. It made me want to do more 

to help them. Tunkalilla being such a remote beach involves a lot of time and 

travel and therefore had not been monitored consistently up to this point. It was 

great when five active breeding pairs were discovered along the 5km beach and 

later being able to confirm eight chicks successfully fledging there that season 

(2012). This highlighted for the first time, the importance  of this beach as a 

significant breeding area for these endangered birds.  

 

Whereabouts on the coast do you volunteer?  

The Fleurieu Peninsula óSouth Coastô region encompasses all the beaches from Goolwa through to 

Tunkalilla. The diversity of these beaches is extreme, ranging from highly developed with major human 

and dog population disturbance to incredibly remote, both presenting challenges to volunteers. The óTown 

Hoodieô pairs on the South Coast Fleurieu have their territories on Middleton, Bashams, Watsons Gap, 

Olivers Reef/Hindmarsh River Outlet/ Victor Central, Inman River Outlet and Yilki beaches. The óCountry 

Hoodieô pairs hold territories on Waitpinga, Parsons, Sheepies/Coolawang, Ballarparudda/Callawonga and 

Tunkalilla beaches. It is a lot of groun d (sand) to cover and monitoring 12+ breeding pairs would not be 

possible to do without the incredible dedication of the volunteers.  

 

What sort of activities do you undertake as a volunteer?  

In the beginning I did a lot of field work, particularly 

monitoring the óCountry Hoodiesô on the more remote beaches 

like Tunkalilla, Ballaparudda and Callawonga. Later this 

expanded to other beaches in more developed areas, with the 

monitoring of the óTown Hoodiesô around the Encounter Bay 

coastline. This involved monitoring the birds and their 

behaviour, locating nests and ensuring that breeding areas 

were appropriately signed and fenced. I took every opportunity 

to talk with the public (dog owners in par ticular ) and  raise 

awareness of the Hoodie plight.  

 

For a number of years,  I also had the privilege of being the 

Volunteer Regional Coordinator (VRC) for the óSouth Coastô Fleurieu. It was wonderful working with such a 

great team of volunteers who went óabove and beyond the callô for the sake of the Hoodies on many 

occasions. It was great to be able to recruit and train a number of new volunteers and work alongside 

them over the years. Even though circum stances prevented me 

from continuing in the capacity of a VRC, I will always wear a 

óhoodie hatô and help out where I can. 

 

What has been one of your highlights whilst being a 

BirdLife Australia Friends of the Hooded Plover volunteer?  

Along with involvement in Hooded Plover conservation, come 

many highlights and heartbreaks but it is the Hoodies themselves 

that are my inspiration to live by the óNEGUô principle (NEGU = 

Never Ever Give Up). Their perseverance and resilience  in the 

face of adversity, trying over and over again to successfully 

incubate their precious eggs or raise their tiny chicks gives me 

Photo: Tunkalilla Beach. Elizabeth Steele -Collins  

Photo: Elizabeth S teele -Collins  

Photo: Elizabeth Steele -

Collins. Sandra Caballero  
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the motivation to assist them in their struggle.  

 

Yilki Beach is a good example of this. Contrary to our ócommon senseô the Hoodie pair (KV & VH) at Yilki 

have consistently chosen to put their nest within metres of one of the busiest areas of our coastline. What 

used to be a dune is now a footpath, bike track, road, shops, restaurants and residential housing. The tiny 

sliver  of beach that remains is one of the most popular dog walking beaches and so it is a miracle that this 

Hoodie pair successfully fledged 2 chicks in 2016, 3 chicks in 2017 and another 3 chicks in 2018. I am still 

amazed that this one pair have fledged 8 chi cks in 3 seasons. It shows what can be accomplished when 

volunteers, Council authorities and local residents and beachgoers all join forces with the plucky Hoodies 

in the pursuit of their goal of raising the next generation of their species.  

 

Monitoring th ese special beach -nesting birds and helping to protect them involves many challenges and is 

a real mixture of fascination and highlights, disappointments and frustrations. Over the years I have 

considered it a privilege to give them a helping hand in their  struggle to survive.  

 

From the BNB team:  We had the extreme privilege to work closely with Elizabeth and what an amazing 

woman she is! She is so driven, highly organised, intelligent and communicates so well with people, 

helping them learn about the birds and inspiring others to volunteer. Eliza beth, we thank you so much for 

your contribution to the hoodies in the role as coordinator and you made some massive changes that 

helped them greatly including fencing key sites from wandering stock and fundraising for fox control. We 

think you are wonderf ul! The birds and volunteers have been very lucky to have you!  

 

WHAT½S NEW.. 

ONLINE VOLUNTEER REG ISTRATION FORM AND R OLE DESCRIPTIONS  

As most of you may know already, we have recently moved our óVolunteer Registration Formô from the 

hard -copy paper form to  an online form. This new online form is tied in with the new óVolunteer Role 

Descriptionsô (http://birdlife.org.au/documents/bnb_180903_Volunteer_Role_De scriptions_printable.pdf ) 

so that we can improve the support we offer our volunteers and tailor their volunteering experience to the 

role they want to play in beach -nesting bird conservation.  

 

For example, a new volunteer can choose to get involved just as  a General Volunteer  to help with tasks 

such as assisting with events (stalls, education events, etc.), weed removal, etc. or as a Monitor/Citizen 

Scientist  helping with monitoring nesting Hooded Plovers or  they can choose multiple roles from the five 

available. This allows people to get involved according to their level of commitment and convenience and 

also to utilise different skills they have, to contribute towards beach -nesting bird conservation. It als o 

means we can tailor the training to the specific role, as someone helping at an event does not need to do 

an online induction about the sensitivities of monitoring nesting birds for example.  

 

With this in mind, we thought it would be great if our existi ng volunteers could fill in the new online form 

as well, which would allow them to not only pick and choose how they would like to get involved in the 

future but also to update their emergency details that may have changed over time. For example, some 

exis ting volunteers may not want to get involved in monitoring nesting Hooded Plovers but still want to 

get involved every couple of years in the Biennial Count. So, by filling in the new Online Volunteer 

Registration Form they can easily choose the different roles and update 

those details  to help us ensure people get included on updates, events or 

alerts relevant to those activities . Then from our end, it would be easier to 

have all that information consolidated in one standardised format which we 

can then use  efficiently for different tasks. We would greatly appreciate if 

you could spare 10 -15  mins of your time to fill in the Online Volunteer 

Registration form found on this link 

(www.surveymonke y.com/r/BNBregistrationform ).  

 

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions and thank you to those who 

have completed the Online Volunteer Registration Form already.  

 

BEACH-NESTING BIRDS WING THING BOOKLET  

Did you know that we recently published an en tirely new Wing Thing 

http://birdlife.org.au/documents/bnb_180903_Volunteer_Role_Descriptions_printable.pdf
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BNBregistrationform
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booklet? It is a great resource (well received already!) which compared with the older version, has 

information about all beach -nesting bird species (including terns). Our team had the privilege of working 

closely with artist and desi gner Rob Mancini to produce the new Wing Thing!  Thanks to the NSW 

Environmental Trust for funding its design and production.  

 

ROCKY ISLETS SIGNAGE  

Thanks to a Victorian Coastcare grant we were able to have new signs designed 

and printed that suit the uniqu e volcanic rock habitats where some hoodies nest, 

particularly around Port Fairy and Killarney. Here the birds use the sandy 

patches among the scattered black volcanic rock at the water ôs edge for nesting. 

This means guiding beach users to walk past along the water ôs edge wonôt work 

as it does for typical beach nests. We therefore needed signs specific to these 

habitats to give the birds protection.  

 

ONLINE TRAINING WORK SHOPS 

This season we have been trialling a new way of running our training workshops 

and  offering support to volunteers, especially those who donôt live close to workshop locations or who 

missed out. Using ózoomô, we can give PowerPoint presentations and then answer questions from people 

who have dialled in via phone or internet. We also ran a portal session, talking through the MyBeachBird s 

portal and allowing people to ask things theyôd been wondering about or for more advice on using the 

system. These sessions are a first for us and were very successful, so we will definitely be more 

advent urous with technology and run them more often. Thanks to the support from the Australian 

Governmentôs National Landcare Program via the Glenelg Hopkins C atchment Management Authority . 

 

BIENNIAL COUNT ON TH E BIRDATA PORTAL   

This year for the first time, the Hooded Plover biennial count data entry form went online! We worked with 

the Birdata portal developer to get it up and running just in time which enabled the biennial count 

volunteers to enter their data directly into the Birdata portal as soon as they had  completed surveying 

their routes. This saves a lot of time on manual data entry and on having to wait to receive all the hard -

copy datasheets to enter data. About a third of participants entered their data and this is very 

encouraging. With more support available for training and upgrading it to become an App, we think we 

can improve this so that the count will be more manageable and reporting swifter! Donôt forget that if you 

did participate, the way to make you r data and participation count is to submit your forms to your 

coordinator or to have a go at entering it online (https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/ ) so that we can ensure 

we can produce an accurate report on how well the population is doi ng!  The process of incorporating the 

biennial count data entry form to the Birdata portal was partly funded by the Australian Governmentôs 

National Landcare Program.  

 

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS 

HOODIE CHICK DEAD RI NGER 

Diane Lewis , Volunteer , Friends of the Hooded Plover 

Mornington Peninsula Inc.  

 

From all appearances, this little chick looks identical to a 

Hooded Plover chick, and the fact that it  is sitting on the dirt 

surrounded by grass makes you take a second look . It is in 

fact a Ringed Plover ( Charadrius hiaticula ) chick, discovered 

by my friends Heather Bull and Hamish Daniel in July this 

year, who spotted it in the grassy fields on Papa Westray 

Island in the Orkneys. They had seen many Ringed Plovers in 

the are a and most of the nests had been hatching during their 

visit.  

 

Photo: Heather Bull and Hamish Daniel  

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
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STUDENT CORNER  

WORK PLACEMENT STUDENTS 

Danielle De Wit , Deakin University  

 

My name is Danielle De Wit and I have just completed my second year 

of a Bachelor of Environmental Science (Wildlife and Conservation 

Biology) at Deakin University. Upon finishing my final semester this 

year, I have been fortunate enough to undertake a minimum 80 -hour 

work placement with Bird Life Australia, which I am planning to extend 

into the first couple of months next year. I chose to work with Bird Life 

Australia within the Beach -nesting Birds project as it targets key 

conservation values that I wish to bring forward into my career such as 

conservation of a threatened speci es and including the local community 

to further conservation efforts. So far within my placement I have had 

the opportunity to undertake and assist with a variety of tasks such as 

the vetting of last seasonsô data of Hooded Plover nesting pairs, assisting in the creation of online 

volunteer surveys, participating in the Biennial Bird Count and assisting with the entering of volunteer 

data such as survey responses. I have enjoyed my time so far with the Bird Life Australia team and am 

looking forward to  cont inuing to work with the team to  develop my knowledge and skills for the future!  

 

PORTAL CORNER 

We thought it would be a good opportunity to discuss a couple of queries that were raised by one of our 

volunteers, in this editionôs portal corner. We felt they were important as although they may seem 

straightforward, they can cause confusion in some instances.  

 

Q1. Start time and finish time  

This query was related to the actual start and finish time that need to be entered on the portal for a 

sighting. Should the start time be the time at which you get out of your vehicle after arriving at the car 

park to go for a beach walk or should it be th e time at which you get down to the beach and start the 

actual beach walk? This was an interesting query because the former provides an accurate estimate of the 

actual time volunteers commit to monitoring a site whereas the latter provides an accurate esti mate of 

the actual time spent on the beach. The correct answer is the latter. The start time should be the time 

you start your walk on the beach and the finish time should be the time you finished walking on the 

beach. It is because otherwise the threat da ta you collect on your monitoring visits would be skewed over 

a greater timeframe. This is especially important when we analyse threat data (e.g. presence of dogs on 

leash/off leash) to investigate compliance at certain sites and also in looking at tempora l patterns in 

threats. In terms of reporting volunteer hours, we make sure we add sufficient time for travel to and from 

the site and also for data entry.  

 

Q2. Breeding Attempt Number  

This query was related to the ñBreeding Attempt Numberò in the óNest detailsô page of data entry. Is the 

breeding attempt number related to the pair of birds or to the site which birds use for nesting? For 

example, if a known (banded) pair of birds lays th eir first clutch of eggs at site A and after failing moves 

to site B (both sites are on the portal as distinctly separate sites) for their second attempt, then are they 

entered into the portal as breeding attempt number 1 at site A and number 1 at site B o r as breeding 

attempt number 1 at site A and number 2 at site B? The answer is the latter. The breeding attempt 

number is related to the pair of birds and not the site. We use it as a means of determining how many 

nesting attempts a particular pair has had  over a breeding season. Also, please note that if you are 

unsure about the breeding attempt number you can always leave it blank on the portal. It is only if you 

have monitored a pair frequently enough to be certain about the breeding attempt number, you can enter 

it into the portal.  If you are certain, please  tell us in the general notes and this will be very helpful! That 

way we arenôt searching for attempt 1 data for site B but know exactly what is happening! Any extra info 

about breeding attempt number  in the notes definitely helps us!  

 

Photo: Danielle out in the field  
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BIENNIAL COUNT - VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCES 

A LONG STROLL ON THE  BEACH 

Evan Francis , Conservation Supervisor, Great Ocean Road Coast Committee  

 

I was lucky enough to be a part of BirdLife Australiaôs Biennial Hooded Plover  Count on Saturday  the 17 th  

of November.  Having had it mentioned to me nearly a year earlier whilst banding birds along Victoriaôs 

Surf Coast, the opportunity to go and observe shorebirds on the (almost) untouched Clonmel Island in 

Corner Inlet seemed too goo d to pass up.  

 

The weeks leading up had me fervently studying up on my bird ID. Admittedly, my base knowledge was 

pretty low. I was good on shorebirds, but not so on everything else.  A list generated from eBird told me 

up to 40 species had been observed on  the island, and it was this list that I had committed to commit to 

memory. Imagine my surprise when told on the day that we were only observing shorebirds, which, if you 

remember from two sentences ago, I was already good on.  

 

Clonmel Island, named after the paddle steamer the PS Clonmel, which was wrecked in the island in 

1841, was my, and three others, date for the day. óThe Clonmel 4ô we called ourselves, and as the day 

was young, our spirits were high. The C4 was led by Meg, and included Helen, Scott a nd me . Captain Jono 

ferried us from Port Albert to the eastern end of th e Island, where we would begin.  On arrival we were 

met with a welcoming party consisting of terns, oystercatchers and a pelican. A glorious start to the day.  

After disembarking we set off on foot, our destination being 11 km to the  west.  The time was 9.00AM.  

 

A barrier island to Corner Inlet, Clonmel Island is long, windy, unshaded and covered in a soft sand that 

makes walking long distances on it just delightful. I would often wonder throughout the day whether 

being assigned Clonmel Island was an initiation of sorts. ñIf he can survey Clonmel, he can survey 

anywhere!ò Would I find evidence of past surveyors who didnôt make it off the island? Long walks on 

secluded beac h islands lend themselves  to such daydreaming.  

 

With the survey underway in earnest, I must say it was tur ning into a most enjoyable day.  Seeing birds in 

their natural environments, untouched by human interference is a wonderful thing, and for me, a rare 

thin g. We s aw huge flocks o f migratory red -necked stints, many red -capped and hooded Plovers and my 

first sooty oystercatcher chick, who seemed to not mind our presence at all.  

 

The next six hours or so consisted of a lot of walking, a lot of chatting with good compa ny, and a lot o f 

bird counting.  As the day got longer,  I would be lying to say that my mind didnôt start to wander to seeing 

Captain Jono again.  At the western end of the island we were met with a colony of Caspian Terns, who 

had about a dozen nests from m emory. It was  a fitting reward.  Now all we had to do was c all up the 

captain for pick up.  But the captain had more important things to attend and was busy elsewhere towing a 

broken -down  vessel back to safety . If only Jo no was around in 1841. But we were ev entually picked up 

and j ust in time I might add. There was definitely a óLord of the  Fliesô feel about the four of us at this 

point. Fatigue and hunger levels were off the charts. We got back to port at around 5.00PM.  

 

It was hard work but  rewarding work. Things that are hard in the moment are sometimes the most 

fulfilling on reflection . This was one of those days. Iôll be back next year if theyôll have me. 
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HOODED PLOVER COUNT FROM WINGAN INLET TO MALL ACOOTA 

Jenny Mason and Rosy Morton , Volunteers, Friends of Mallacoota  Inc.  

 

Saturday morning dawned with overcast skies and a light drizzle, but this did not dampen our spirits for 

what lay ahead ï a three day walk along far East Gippslandôs Wilderness Coast. Jenny had completed the 

walk many times but for Rosy, it was a first. Both of us were equally enthused: our backpacks were filled 

with camping gear, food, water, numerous bits and pieces é. and we were ready! 

 

Leonie, our loca l Bird Life organiser, drove us the one and a half hours from Mallacoota to Wingan Inlet to 

rendezvous with Wendy; she had offered to canoe us across the Inlet after she had completed a three -

hour  car -shuffle to drop off other Hooded Plover volunteers at Po int Hicks. It promised to be a lengthy 

start to our walk.é. 

 

Luckily, some friendly fishermen offered to boat us across. We piled in with our packs, waved our 

goodbyes to Leonie, and motored down the Inlet. Skies were beginning to clear, the water sparkled , a 

Great Egret stood silently in the shallows, the far shore beckoned ï our adventure had begun! But then 

the inlet began to get shallower and shallower, the boat shuddered andé. we were aground. Our 

fisherman friend got out to push, but it was no use. Th ere was nothing else for it. Off with the boots, 

trousers rolled up, back packs shouldered,  and we waded to shore to pick our way along the edge to the 

beginning of the walking track.  

 

The bush looked and smelt so fresh, as we headed up over the headland. It was good to be walking!  We 

reached a small cove: no Hoodies but we did glimpse our first wildlife. The head of a black dingo appeared 

over the rocks and then quickly disappeared again. Over the following days we were to see many 

dingo/dog tracks on thes e isolated beaches and also, worryingly, lots of deer tracks.  

 

Photos: Grainne Maguire, Meg Cullen and Jono Stevenson  
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We began to make our way across the rocks and granite boulders. At one spot we interrupted a pair of 

Red-bellied Black Snakes mating. Becoming aware of us, they slid under a rock. We tentativel y picked our 

way passed them. Next hurdle to negotiate was a vertical drop ï a strong, knotted rope was a welcome 

sight.  

 
Easby Creek was an ideal place for lunch and as we arrived,  we were delighted to see a pair of Hoodies 

foraging on the beach. No sign of a nest,  however. But what a beautiful spot...and we had it to ourselves. 

Then on towards Red River via a long stretch of beach and large sections of rock. It is truly a wonderful 

coastline! We were disappointed though to find marine debris, especially p lastic, washed up in places. We 

picked up some to carry out and moved the rest above the high -water  mark. On a more positive note, 

unlike previous years, we did not see much Sea Spurge. Bird sightings along this section included several 

Australian Pipits, Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers and a pair of Ruddy Turnstones.    

 

Halfway along the rocks we reached a point where we felt safer to negotiate without our packs on, and 

instead passed them down to each other.  Unfortunately , a wine flask full of water slipp ed out in the 

process and split open: our precious water splashed out. We managed to retrieve some and decant it into 

another container, but this was not good. We had been carrying about four litres each to ensure we had 

enough until next afternoon. Luckil y a little further on we found a soak beneath the cliffs and were able to 

replenish it.  

 

Red River is a delightful spot.  We put up our tents, gathered firewood, made ourselves at home...and 

then went skinny dipping in the river. Wonderful. Clear water  and  bush all round, the air filled with bird 

song. Then an evening sitting by the fire eating dinner and drinking billy tea.  

 

We woke to the dawn chorus. After brekky we set off with day -pack and binoculars to walk along the 

beach towards Sandpatch Point. Aga in,  we felt the exhilaration of being the only humans on this 

spectacular coast. We spotted one Hoodie, and then a short time later another pair. We watched as the 

lone Hoodie approached the pair, only to be chased swiftly and determinedly away. We watched  for a 

while , but no definite sighting of a nest. Other sightings included Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, Masked 

Lapwings, and more Australian Pipits.  

 

Back to Red River to swim, have lunch, and pack up camp. We then headed up towards the heathland 

where a  riot of colour lined the path: Blues, purples and yellows of Blue Dampiera, Hairy Fan Flower, Rush  

Lily, and Common Wedge Pea, to name a few. Leaving our packs at a track junction we set out to collect 

water ï a three -and -a-half - kilometre  round trip. We w ere expecting to find only muddy pools as it has 

been so dry for so many months. Instead we found the river had backed up so much it had over - topped a 

rock barrier that in the past had always separated the fresh water from the salt. It was now all brackish . 

None - the - less we filled our bottles thinking maybe we could cook with it if worse came to worst.  

 

It was easy walking across the heathlands as the track had recently been slashed. This meant less flowers 

lined the track,  but it afforded us with a good vi ew of a brilliantly coloured tiger snake stretched out along 

our pathway. More forest and heath and eventually we hit the coast again where a small water course 

trickled down the rocks. We were thrilled it was running and gladly replaced our brackish water  with fresh. 

One more set of rocks to cross but a steep gutter forced us up on to the top of the cliff where we followed 

a rough foot pad through the tea - tree and eventually down to the beach.  

 

At Benedore  River we were greeted by another pair of Hoodies foraging at the high -water  mark, and a 

Pied and Sooty Oystercatcher.  We set up camp amongst the melaleuca on the banks of the Benedore. 

Another swim, together with Black Swans, before  settling in for dinne r and billy tea by the fire. Moonlight 

rippled across the water, fish jumped,  and the world was at peace.  

 

Another dawn chorus, another beach walk, another Hooded Plover, and then it was back to decamp, and  

head across the heathland to Seal Creek. The gent le breeze made walking very pleasant, and several 

hours later we arrived. We were hoping for one more Hoodie sighting as there had been a pair seen some 

weeks previously. But it was not to be.  Back on the track through heath and forest towards Shipwreck 

Creek to be met by Leonie, with a large bottle of fresh water. Very welcome!  

 

Driving back to Mallacoota we reflected on our past three days. What a wonderful trip it was. We had seen 

eight Hoodies, double our previous counts along this section of coast. Al though there were  no obvious 

signs of nesting, each pair was in an ideal spot to do so.  And the beauty of our wilderness coast 
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continued to resonate: we certainly live in a beautiful part of the world ï letôs hope the Hoodies continue 

to share it with us.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIA UPDATES 

MALLACOOTA HOODIES: A QUICK UPDATE  

Leonie Daws , Volunteer, Friends of Mallacoota Inc.  

 

Mallacoota has three nesting pairs: MK and his mate who nest regularly at Betka Beach, a second pair 

who have recently taken up residence at Davis Creek Beach after being forced away from Betka when the 

river entrance closed over, and the local eccentrics,  who insist on nesting on the edge of the runway at 

the local airport. All have attempted nesting this season but with no success so far.  

 

The Betka pair are currently on their third attempt. On the first try, the nest having survived inundation 

by the nar rowest of margins, they successfully hatched one chick. The little one charmed us for a week 

before disappearing overnight. There was no visible evidence to explain the loss, but itôs possible the chick 

was taken by a young Sea -Eagle who had been cruising the foreshore fairly regularly at the time. Second 

time around they were not so lucky as the combination of high tides and stormy seas inundated the entire 

strip of sand separating the closed off river from the ocean, washing out their newly laid eggs. Thi s week 

theyôve started on a third attempt. The nest is still in the area that was previously inundated but theyôve 

ñsand-baggedò it ï building the nest up high within the shelter of a log.  

 

Davis Creek appears to have a wily  egg thief.  So far this season both attempts by this pair have been 

short - lived, with the eggs disappearing within the first few days. There has been no clear evidence to 

assist in identifying the culprit,  but Magpies are under deep suspicion as a couple have frequently been 

seen hangin g around the site.  

 

Photos: Jenny Mason and Rosy Morton  


